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BOOK  II. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

§ 1.  The  Ruffians  take  Oczakow,  § II.  Death  cf  Gaj~ 
ton  de  Me  diets,  Duke  ofTiifcany.  § III.  Death  of 
Caroline,  ^leen  cenjort  of  England.  § IV^.  Dij- 
pite  in  Rarliament  about  the  ftanding  army.  § V. 
Spanifi)  depredations.  § VI.  Motives  of  the  mini- 
fier  for  avoiding  a war.  % VII.  Addrejs  to  the 
King  on  the JubjeA  of  the  depredations.  § VIII.  ^/// 

forfecuringthe  trade  cf  his  Majeftys  fubjedis  in  Ame- 
I ICCv*  % IX.  Debates  in  the  Hoife  of  Lords.  § X. 
Birth  of  Prince  George.  Admiral  Haddock  fails  with 
a fqiiadron  to  the  Mediterranean,  § XI.  Progrefs 
of  the  war  againft  the  Turks.  § XII.  Difputes  and 
rupture  between  Hanover  and  Denmark.  § XIII. 
Sir  P^obert  Walpole  extols  the  convention  in  the  Hcife 
cf  Commons.  § XIV.  Motion  for  an  addrefs,  that 
the  reprefentations,  letters,  iPc.  relating  to  the  Spanijh 
depredations  ffiould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  § X\L 
VoL.  Ill,  B Petitions 
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Petitions  againft  the  convention.  § XVI.  Suhjlance: 
of  that  agreement.  % XVI 1.  Debate  in  the  Houje 
of  Commons  on  the  convention.  § XVIII.  Secefficn 
of  the  chief  members  in  the  oppofition.  § XIX.  De- 
bate in  the  Houje  of  Lords  upon  an  addrefs  to  his  h/La- 
jefty  touching  the  convention.  § XX.  Mejfage  from 
the  throne  touching  a fubfidy  to  Denmark^  and  a power 
to  augment  the  forces  of  the  kingdom.  § XXI. 
Parliament  prorogued.  § XX 11.  Lhe  King  of  Spain 
publyhes  a manifefto.  § XXI II.-  Lhe  Emperor  and 
Czarina  conclude  a peace  with  the  Lurks.  § XXIV. 
■preparaticns  for  war  in  England.  § XXV.  Apo- 
logy in  the  Houje  of  Commons  for  the  fecedlng  mem- 
bers. % XXVI.  Penfion-bill  revived^  and  loft. 

XXVIL  Porto-Bello  taken  by  Admiral  Vernon. 
% XXVill.  Hard  fr oft.  § XXIX.  Marriage  of 
the  Prill cejs  Mary  to  the  Prmce  of  Hejfe.  § XXX. 
Strong  armament  fent  to  the  k'Veft- Ladies.  § XXXI. 
Death  of  the  Emperor  and  Czarina.  § XXXII. 
Proceedings  in  Parliament.  § XXXII  I.  Seamens’" 
bill.  § XXXIV.  Dijcontents  againft  the  miniftry. 
>§  XXXV.  Motion  for  removing  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
from  his  Majefty's  councils  and  prefence  for  ever. 
§ XXXVI.  Debate  on  the. mutiny  bill.  § XXXVII. 
Proceedings  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  § XXXVIIL 
Clofe  of  the  laft Jeffion  of  this  Parliament. 

^ ^ I.  /%  Congrefs  had  been  opened  atNiemerow  in 
j[  Poland,  to  compromife  the  differences 
between  the  Czarina  and  the  Grand  Signor:  but  this 
proving  inefledtual,  the  Emperor  declared  war  againft 
:the  Turks,  and  demanded  affiftance  from  the  diet 
of  the  empire.  He  concerted  the  operations  of  the 
campaign  with  the  Emprefs  of  Mufcovy.  It  was 
agreed,  that  the  Imperialifts,  under  Count  Secken- 
dorf  fhould  attack  Widin  in  Servia,  while  the 
Pvtiftians,  commianded  by  Count  de  Munich,  fnould 
]>enetrate  to  the  Ukraine,  and  befiege  Oczakow,  on 
the  Boriftheaes.  They  accordingly  advanced  againft 
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tills  place,  which  was  garrifoned  by  twenty-thoufand  CHAP, 
men;  and  on  the  fide  of  the  Borhlhenes  defended  , 

by  eighteen  gallies.  The  Muicovites  carried  on.  i-jn. 
their  approaches  with  fuch  impetuohty  and  perfeve- 
rance,  that  the  Turks  were  terrified  at  their  valour, 
and  in  a few  days  capitulated.  Among  thofe  who 
fignalifed  themfelves  by  uncommon  marks  of  prow- 
efs  in  thefe  attacks,  was  General  Keith,  now  Field- 
marfhal  in  the  Pruffian  fervice,  who  was  dangeroufiy 
wounded  on  this  occafion.  Mean  while  Count 
Sackendorf,  finding  it  impofiible  to  reduce  Widin 
without  a fquadron  of  fiiips  on  the  Danube,  turned 
his  arms  againft  Niffa,  which  was  furrendered  to 
him  on  the  eight-and-twentieth  day  of  July:  but 
this  was  the  fartheft  verge  of  his  good  fortune.  The 
Turks  attacked  the  poll  which  the  Imperialifts  oc- 
cupied along  the  Danube.  They  took  the  fort  of 
Padudil,  burned  the  town  of  Has  in  Wallachia,  and 
plundered  the  neighbouring  villages.  The  Prince 
of  Saxe-Hildburghaufen,  v/ho  had  invefted  Bagna- 
lack  in  Bofnia,  was  defeated,  and  obliged  to  repafs 
the  Saave.  Count  Sackendorf  was  recalled  to  Vi- 
enna ; and  the  command  of  the  army  devolved  upon 
Count  Philippi.  Count  Kevenhuller  was  obliged 
to  retreat  from  Serviaj  and  Nifia  was  retaken  by  the 
Muffulmen.  The  conferences  at  Niemerow  were 
broken  off;  and  the  Turkifh  Plenipotentiaries  re- 
turned to  Conftantinople. 

§ II.  The  kingdom  of  Poland  now  enjoyed  the 
moft  perfefl  repofe  under  the  dominion  of  Auguftus. 
Ferdinand,  the  old  Duke  of  Courland,  dying  with* 
out  iffue,  the  fuccefiion  was  difputed  by  the  Teuto- 
nick  order  and  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  v/hile  the 
States  of  Courland  claimed  a right  of  eleftion,  and 
fent  deputies  to  Peterlburgh,  imploring  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Czarina.  A body  of  Ruffian  troops  im- 
mediately entered  that  country : and  the  States  eledled 
the  Count  de  Biron,  High-Charnberlain  to  the 
Emprefs  of  Mufcovy.  The  Eiedor  of  Cologn,  as 
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B o o K Grand-mafter  of  the  Teiitonick  order,  protefled 
^ againft  this  ele6lion ; but  the  King  of  Poland  agreed 
3737.  to  it,  on  certain  conditions  fettled  at  Dantzick  with 
the  commifiaries  of  the  new  Duke  and  thofe  of  the 
Czarina.  In  the  month  of  July,  John  Gallon  de 
Medicis,  Great  Duke  of 'I'lifcany,  died  at  Florence/ 
and  the  Prince  de  Craon  took  poffelTion  of  his  ter- 
ritories, in  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  to 
whom  the  Kmperor  had  already  granted  the  even- 
tual inveuiture  of  that  duchy. 

§ 111.  In  Kngland,  the  attention  of  the  publick 
\vas  attracted  by  an  open  breach  in<he  royal  family. 
Idle  Ih'incefs  of  Wales  had  advanced  to  the  very  laft 
month  of  her  pregnancy  before  the  King  and  Queer! 
were  informed  of  her  being,  with  child.  She  was 
twice  conveyed  from  Flampton-Court  to  the  palace 
of  St.  James's,  when  her  labour-pains  were  fuppofed 
. to  be  approaching  j and  at  length  was  delivered  of 
a Princefs  in  about  two  hours  after  her  arrival.  The 
King  being  apprifed  of  this  event,  fent  a meflage 
by  the  Earl  of  Effex  to  the  Prince,  exprelTing  his 
dirpleafure  at  the  condu6t  of  his  Royal  Llighnefs,  as 
an  indignity  olTered  tohimfelf  and  the  Queen.  The 
Prince  deprecated  his  Majefty’s  anger  in  feveral 
iubmillive  letters,  and  implored  the  Queen’s  me- 
diation. The  Princefs  joined  her  entreaties  to  thofe 
of  his  Royal  Elighnefs : but  all  their  humility  and 
fnpplication  proved  ineffeftual.  The  King,  in  ano- 
ther mellage  lent  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  obferved, 
that  the  Prince  had  removed  the  Princefs  twice  in 
the  w^ek  immediately  preceding  the  day  of  her  de- 
livery from  the  place  of  his  Majefty’s  refidence,  in 
expectation  of  her  labour  ^ and  both  times,  on  his 
return,  induflrioufiy  concealed  from  the  knowledge 
' ot  tire  King  and  Q^ieen  every  circumftance  relating 

to  this  important  aldair  : that  at  laF,  without  giving 
any  notice  to  tlieir  Majeftie’s,  he  had  precipitately 
hurried  tire  Princefs  from  Flampton-Court,  in  a 
convlition  not  to  be  namied : that  the  whole  tenour 
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of  his  conda6lj  for  a confiderable  time,  had  been 
fo  entirely  void  of  all  real  doty  to  the  King,  that 
his  Majefly  had  reafon  to  be  highly  offended  with 
him.  He  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  until  he 
hiould  withdraw  his  regard  and  confidence  from 
thofe  by  whofe  inftigation  and  advice  he  w^as  direc- 
ted and  encouraged,  in  his  unwarrantable  behaviour 
to  his  Majefly  and  the  Qiieen,  and  return  to  his 
duty,  he  flaould  not  refide  in  the  palace:  he,  there- 
fore, fignihed  his  plcafure  that  he  fliould  leave  St. 
James’s,  with  all  his  family,  when  it  could  be  done 
without  prejudice  or  inconvenience  to  the  Princefs. 
In  obedience  to  this  order,  the  Prince  retired  to 
Kew,  and  made  other  efforts  to  be  re-admitted  into 
his  Majefty’s  favour,  which,  however,  he  could  not 
retrieve.  Whatever  might  have  been  his  defign  in 
concealing  fo  long  from  the  King  and  Queen  the 
pregnancy  of  the  Princefs,  and  afterwards  hurrying 
her  from  place  to  place  in  fuch  a condition,  to  the 
manifefl  hazard  of  her  life,  his  Majefly  had  certainly 
caufe  to  be  offended  at  this  part  of  his  condudt : 
though  the  punifhment  feems  to  have  been  fevere, 
if  not  rigorous ; for  he  was  not  even  admitted  into 
the  prefence  of  the  Queen  his  mother,  to  exprefs  his 
duty  to  her,  in  her  lafl  moments,  to  implore  her 
forgivenefs,  and  receive  her  lafl  bleffing.  She  died 
of  a mortification  in  her  bowels,  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  November,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  her  age, 
regretted  as  a Princefs  of  uncommon  fagacity,  and 
as  a pattern  of  conjugal  virtue. 

§ IV.  The  King  opened  the  feffion  of  Parliament 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  January,  with  a fliort 
fpeech,  recommending  the  dilpatch  of  the  publick 
bufinefs  with  prudence  and  unanimity.  Each  Houfe 
prefented  a w'arm  addrefs  of  condolence  on  the 
Queen’s  death,  with  which  he  feemed  to  be  ex- 
tremely affedted.  Though  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
unanimoufly  fympathifed  with  the  King  in  his  afflic- 
tion, the  minifler  ftill  met  whth  contradiction  in 
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BOOK  fome  of  his  favourite  ineafiires.  One  would  ima- 
, gine  that  all  the  arguments  for  and  againft  a ftand- 
1^,37.  ing  army  in  time  of  peace  had  been  already  ex- 
haufted , but,  when  it  v/as  moved  that  the  fame 
number  of  land  forces  v/hich  they  had  voted  in  the 
preceding  year  fhould  be  continued  in  pay  for  the 
enfuing  year,  the  difpute  v/as  renewed  with  furprifing 
vivacity,  and  produced  fome  reafons  which  had  not 
been  fuggefced  before.  The  adherents  of  the  mi- 
nifter  fairly  owned,  that  if  the  army  fhould  be  dif- 
banded,  or  even  confiderably  reduced,  they  believed 
die  Tory  intereft  would  prevail ; that,  the  prefen t 
nuiTibcr  of  forces  w^as  abfolutcly  neceffary  to  main- 
tain the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  which  v/as  filled  with 
clamour  and  difcontent,  as  well  as  to  fupport  the 
, Whig  intereft ; and  that  they  would  vote  for  keep- 
ing up  four  times  the  number,  fliould  it  be  found 
expedient  for  that  purpofe.  The  members  in  the 
oppofition  replied,  that  this  declaration  was  a fevere 
fatire  on  the  miniftry,  whofe  conduct  had  given 
birth  to  fuch  a fpirit  of  difcontent.  They  faid  it 
v/as,  in  effect,  a tacit  acknowledge mient,  that  what 
they  called  the  Whig  intereft  was  no  more  than  an 
inconfiderable  party,  which  had  engroffed  the  admi- 
liiffration  by  indireff  methods ; which  acted  con- 
trary to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation ; and  depended  for 
fupport  upon  a military  power,  by  which  the  people 
in.general  were  overawed,  and  confequently  enflaved. 
They  affirmed,  that  the  difcontent  of  w^hich  the 
miniftry  complained  w^as  in  a great  meafure  owing  to 
that  very  ftanding  army,  which  perpetuated  their 
taxes,  and  hung  over  their  heads,  as  the  inftru- 
ments  of  arbitrary  power  and  oppreffion.  Lord' 
Polwarth  explained  -the  nature  of  Whig  principles, 
and  deimonffrated  that  the  party  which  diftinguiflied 
itfeif  by  this  appellation,  no  longer  retained  the 
maxims  by  which  the  Whigs  were  originally  charac- 
terifed.  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  who  fpoke  with 
the  courage  and  freedom  of  an  old  Englifli  Baron, 
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declared,  he  never  knew  a member  of  that  Floufe, 
who  adled  on  true  Whig  principles,  vote  for  a ftand- 
ijig  army  in  time  of  peace.  “ I have  heard  of 
‘‘  Whigs  (faid  he)  who  oppofed  all  unlimited  votes 
of  credit:  I have  heard  of  Whigs  who  looked 
upon  corruption  as  the  greateft  curfe  that  could 
“ befall  any  nation  ; I have  heard  of  Whigs  who 
efteemed  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  to  be  the  moil 
valuable  privilege  of  a free  people,  and  triennial 
Parliaments  as  the  greateft  bulwark  of  their  liber- 
ties;  and  I have  heard  of  a Whig  adminiftration 
which  has  re  Tented  injuries  done  to  the  trade  of 
the  nation,  and  revenged  infults  ofiered  to  the 
Britidi  flag.” — The  rniniftry  triumphed  as  ufuai, 
and  the  fame  number  of  forces  was  continued. 

§ V.  Ever  fince  the  treaty  of  Seville,  the  Spa- 
niards in  America  had  almoft  inceflantly  infulted 
and  difirelTed  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain.  They 
difputed  the  right  of  Englifh  traders  to  cut  logwood 
in  the  bay  of  Campeachy,  and  gather  fait  on  the 
ifland  of  Tortugas ; though  that  right  was  acknow- 
ledged by  implication  in  all  the  treaties  which  had 
been  lately  concluded  between  the  two  nations.  The 
Captains  of  their  armed  velTels,  knov/n  by  the  name 
of  guarda-coftas,  had  made  a pradice  of  boarding 
and  plundering  Britifh  fliips,  on  pretence  of  fearch- 
ing  for  contraband  commodities,  on  which  occafions 
they  had  behaved  with  the  utmoft  infolence,  cruelty, 
and  rapine.  Som.e  of  their  fhips  of  war  had  adually 
attacked  a fleet  of  Englifli  merchant-fhips  at  the 
ifland  of  Tortugas,  as  if  they  had  been  at  open  en- 
mity with  England.  They  had  feized  and  detained 
a great  number  of  Britifli  velTels,  imprifoned  their 
crews,  and  confifeated  their  cargoes,  in  violation  of 
treaties,  in  defiance  of  common  juftice  and  huma- 
nity. Repeated  memorials  v/ere  prefented  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  by  the  Britifh  AmbalTador  at  Ma- 
drid. He  was  amufed  with  evafive  anfwers,  vague 
promifes  of  enquiry,  and  cedillas  of  inftrudlions  Tent 
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B o o K to  the  Spanifh  Governors  in  America,  to  whidn 
they  paid  no  fort  of  regard.  Not  but  that  the  Spa- 
niards  had  reafon  to  complain,  in  their  turn,  of  the 
illicit  commerce  which  the  Englifh  traders  from  Ja- 
maica and  other  iflands  carried  on  with  their  fub- 
]e6ls  on  the  continent  of  South- America : though 
this  could  not  iuflify  the  depredations  and  cruelties 
which  the  commanders  of  the  guarda-coflas  had 
committed,  vdthout  provocation  or  pretence. 

§ VI.  The  merchants  of  England  loudly  com- 
plained of  thefe  outrages  ; the  nation  was  fired  with 
refentment,  and  cried  for  vengeance ; but  the  mini- 
fter  appeared  cold,  phlegmatick,  and  timorous.  He 
knew  that  a war  would  involve  him  in  fuch  difficul- 
ties as  mud  of  neceffity  endanger  his  adminiftration. 
The  treafure  which  he  now  employed  for  domeflick 
purpofes,  muft  in  that  cafe  be  expended  in  military 
armaments  : the  wheels  of  that  machine  on  which  he 
had  raifed  his  influence  would  no  longer  move  : the 
oppofition  would  of  confequence  gain  ground,  and 
the  impofition  of  freffi  taxes,  neceflary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  war,  would  fill  up  the  meafure  of 
popular  refentment  againfl:  his  pcrfon  and  miniftry. 
Moved  by  thefe  confiderations,  he  induftrioufly  en- 
deavoured to  avoid  a rupture,  and  to  obtain  fome 
fort  of  fatisfaftion  by  dint  of  memorials  and  nego- 
ciations,  in  which  he  betrayed  his  own  fears  to  fuch 
a degree,  as  animated  the  Spaniards  to  perfifl;  in 
their  depredations,  and  encouraged  the  court  of 
Madrid  to  difregard  the  remonftrances  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  Ambaflador.  But  his  apprehenfion  of  war  did 
not  proceed  from  Spain  only : the  two  branches  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  were  now  united  by  politicks, 
as  well  as  by  confanguinity  j and  he  did  not  doubt, 
that,  in  cafe  of  a rupture  v/ith  Spain,  they  v^ould 
join  their  forces  againfl  Great-Britain.  Petitions, 
were  delivered  to  the  Houfe  by  merchants  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom,  explaining  the  repeated 
violences  to  Which  they  had  been  expqfed,  and  im- 
ploring 
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ploring  relief  of  the  Parliament.  Thefe  were  re-^  c pi  A p. 
ferred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe ; and  an 
order  was  made  to  admit  the  petitioners,  if  they 
fhould  think  fit,  to  be  heard  by  themfelves  or  by 
counfel.  Sir  John  Barnard  moved  for  an  addrefs  to 
the  King,  that  all  the  memorials  and  papers  relating 
to  the  Spanifh  depredations  fnould  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe ; and  this,  with  fome  alteration  propofed  by 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  was  actually  prefented.  In 
compliance  with  the  requeft,  an  enormous  multitude 
pf  letters  and  memorials  was  produced. 

§ VII.  The  Ploufe,  in  a grand  committee,  pro- 
ceeded to  hear  counfel  for  the  merchants,  and  exa- 
mine  evidence  j by  which  it  appeared  that  amazing 
a{5ls  of  wanton  cruelty  and  injuftlce  had  been  perpe- 
trated by  Spaniards  on  the  lubjedls  of  Great-Britain. 

Mr.  Pulteney  expatiated  upon  thefe  circumflances 
of  barbarity.  He  demonfirated,  froiTi  treaties,  the 
right  of  the  Britifii  traders  to  the  logwood  of  Cam- 
peachy,  and  to  the  fait  of  T ortugas : he  expofed  the 
pufillanimity  of  the  minifter,  and  the  futility  of  his 
negociations  : he  moved  for  fuch  refolutions  as  would 
evince  the  refentment  of  an  injured  nation,  and  the 
vigour  of  a Britifh  Parliament.  Thefe  were  warmly 
combated  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  affirmed, 
they  would  cramp  the  minifters  in  their  endeavours 
to  compromiife  thefe  differences  : that  they  would 
^ fruftrate  their  negociations,  entrench  upon  the  King’s 
prerogative,  and  precipitate  the  nation  into  an  un- 
neceffary  and  expenfive  war.  Anfwers  produced 
replies,  and  a general  debate  enfued.  A refolution 
was  reported;  but  the  queftion  being  put  for  re- 
committing it,  was  carried  in  the  negative.  The 
Houfe,  however,  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  befeeching 
his  Majefly  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to  obtain  effedlual 
relief  for  his  injured  fubje6ls,  to  convince  the  court 
of  Spain  that  his  Majefly  could  no  longer  fuffer  fuch 
conflant  and  repeated  infults  and  injuries  to  be  car- 
ried on,  to  the  difhonour  of  his  crown,  and  to  the 
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BOOK  ruin  of  his  trading  fubje^Is  ; and  afluring  him,  that 
, in  cafe  his  royal  and  friendly  indances  with  the 
Cathoiick  King  fhonld  mifcarry,  the  Houfe  would 
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ededlually  fupport  his  Majefty  in  taking  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  honour  and  judice  fhould  make  it  necedary 
for  him  to  puiTue.  To  this  addrefs  the  King  made 
a favourable  anfv/er. 

A-n.  J7sS.  § VIII.  The  next  important  fubjedt  on  w'hich 
bojh  fides  exercifed  their  talents,  was  a bill  prepared 
and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Piilteney,  for  the  more  effec- 
tual fecuririg  the  trade  of  his  Majedy’s  fubjecls  in 
America.  This  was  no  other  than  the  revival  of 
part  of  two  a6ts  paffed  in  the  reign  of  (i^een  Anne, 
liy  wLich  the  property  of  all  prizes  taken  from  the 
enemy  was  veded  in  the  captors:  v/hiie  the  Sove- 
reign w’as  empowered  to  grant  commiffions  or  char- 
ters to  any  perfons  or  focieties,  for  taking  any  fhips, 
goods,  harbours,  lands,  or  fortifications  of  the  na- 
tion’s enemies  in  America,  and  for  holding  and 
enjoying  the  fame  as  their  own  property  and  edate 
for  ever.  The  minidry  endeavoured  to  evade  the 
difcuffion  of  this  bill,  by  amufing  the  Houfe  with 
other  bufmefs,  until  an  end  fhould  be  put  to  the 
fedion.  A mean  artifice  w'as  praftifed  with  this 
view ; and  fome  fevere  altercation  paffed  between 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Mr,  Pulteney.  At  length 
the  bill  was  read,  and  gave  rife  to  a very  long  and, 
warm  conted,  in  which  the  greated  orators  of  both 
fides  found  opportunities  to  difplay  their  eloquence 
and  fatire.  Mr,  Pulteney  defended  the  bill  with  all 
the  ardour  of  paternal  affedion ; but,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  warmed  endeavours,  it  was  rejeded  upon  a 
divifion, 

§ IX.  When  the  mutiny-bill  was  fent  up  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  a long  debate  arofe  upon  the  num- 
ber of  troops  voted  for  the  enfuing  year.  Lord 
Carteret  explained  the  fituation  of  affairs,  in  almioft 
every  nation  of  Europe,  with  great  concifenefs  and 
precifion.  Lie  dem.ondrated  the  improbability  of 
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a rupture  between  Great-Britain  and  any  power  chap. 
againft  which  a land  army  could  be  of  any  fervice. 

He  examined  the  domelVick  circumilances  of  the 
nation ; and  proved,  that  wliatever  difcontents  there 
might  be  in  the  kingdom,  there  was  little  or  no  dif- 
affeftion,  and  no  feeming  defign  to  overturn  or 
difturb  the  government.  In  anfwer  to  an  argu- 
ment, that  fuch  a number  of  regular  forces  w^as  ne- 
ceffiry  for  preventing  or  quelling  tumults,  and  for 
enabling  the  civil  naagiftrate  to  execute  the  laws  of 
his  country ; he  exprelTed  his  hope  that  he  fliould 
never  fee  the  nation  reduced  to  fuch  unfortunate  cir- 
cumftances  : he  fiid,  a law  which  the  civil  poaver 
was  unable  to  execute  muft  either  be  in  itfelf  opprcf- 
five,  or  fuch  a one  as  afforded  a handle  for  oppref- 
fion.  In  arguing  for  a reduftion  of  the  forces,  he 
took  notice  of  the  great  increafe  of  the  national 
expence.  He  obferved,  that  before  the  Revolution, 
the  people  of  England  did  not  raife  above  two  mil- 
lions for  the  whole  of  the  publick  charge ; but  now 
what  was  called  the  current  expence,  for  which  the 
Parliament  annually  provided,  exceeded  that  fum 
befides  the  civil-lift,  the  intereft  due  to  the  publick 
creditors,  and  the  finking  fund,  which,  added  toge- 
ther, compofed  a burthen  of  fix  millions  yearlv. 

The  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  on  the  fame  fubjecft, 
affirmicd,  that  flavery  and  arbitrary  powder  were  the 
certain  confequences  of  keeping  up  a ftanding  army 
for  any  number  of  years.  It  is  the  naachine  by 
which  the  chains  of  flavery  are  rivetted  upon  a free 
people.  They  may  be  fecretly  prepared  by  corrup- 
tion j but,  unlefs  a ftanding  army  protected  thofe 
that  forged  them,  the  people  w^ould  break  them 
afunder,  and  chop  off  the  polluted  hands  by  which 
they  were  prepared.  By  degrees  a free  people  muft 
be  accuftomed  to  be  governed  by  an  army  : by 
degiees  that  army  muft  be  made  ftrong  enough  to 
hold  them  in  fubjedion.  England  had  for  many 
years  been  accuftomed  to  a ftanding  army,  under 

pretencq 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

pretence  of  its  being  necefTary  to  aiTift  the  civil 
power ; and  by  degrees  the  number  and  ftrength  of 
it  have  been  increafing.  At  the  accefiion  of  the  late 
King  it  did  not  exceed  fix  thoufand  : it  foon  amoun- 
ted to  double  that  number,  which  lias  been  fince 
augmented  under  vai'ious  pretences.  He  therefore 
concluded,  that  (lavery,  under  the  dilguife  of  an 
army  for  prcteCling  the  liberties  of  the  people,  was 
creeping  in  upon  them  by  degrees  : if  no  reduction 
fliould  be  made,  he  declared  he  diould  expect  in  a 
few  years  to  hear  feme  minifeer,  or  favourite  of  a 
niiniiler,  terrifying  the  Houfe  with  imaginary  plots 
and  invafions,  and  making  the  tour  of  Europe  in 
fearch  of  poliible  dangers,  to  fliow  the  necdTity 
of  keeping  up  a mercenary  (landing  army,  three 
rimes  as  numerous  as  the  prefen c.  In  fpite  of  thefe 
fuggeftions,  the  (landing  army  maintained  its  ground, 
d'he  fame  noblemen,  alhlled  by  Lord  Bathurft,  dif- 
tinguidied  themfelves  in  a debate  upon  the  Spanidi 
depredations,  which  comprehended  the  fame  argu- 
ments that  were  ufed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
'Fhey  nset  with  the  fame  fuccefs  in  both.  Refolu- 
tions  equivalent  to  thofe  of  the  Lower  Houfe  were 
taken : an  addrefs  was  prefented  j and  his  MajeRy 
adTured  them  he  would  repeat,  in  the  moil  preding 
manner,  his  inftances  at  the  court  of  Spain,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  fatisfa6lion  and  fecurity  for  his  (ubjecls 
trading  to  America.  This  alTurance  was  renew'ed 
in  Ids  Ipeech  at  tlie  clofe  of  the  fefiion,  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  May,  when  the  Parliament  was  prorogued. 

§ X.  At  this  period  the  Princefs  of  Wales  was 
delivered  of  a (on,  who  was  baptifed  by  the  name 
of  George,  now  King  of  Great-Britain.  His  birth 
was  celebrated  with  uncommon  reioicings ; addredes 
of  congratulation  w'ere  prefented  to  the  King  by  the 
two  univerfities,  and  by  almoil  all  the  cities  and 
communities  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  Prince  of 
Wales  dill  laboured  under  the  difpleafure  of  his 
Majedy,  who  had  ordered  the  Lord-Chamberlain  to 
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figniiy  in  the  Gazette,  that  no  perfon  who  vifited  chap. 
the  Prince  iliould  be  admitted  to  the  court  of  St. 

James’s.  His  Royal  Highnefs  was  divefled  of  all 
the  external  marks  of  royalty,  and  lived  like  a pri- 
vate gentleman,  cultivating  the  virtues  of  a focial 
life,  and  enjoying  the  bed  fruits  of  conjugal  felicity. 

In  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  Rear-Admiral  PlaJ- 
dock  fet  fail  with  a flrong  fquadron  for  the  Mediter- 
ranean, which  it  was  hoped  would  give  weight  to 
the  negociation  of  the  Britifn  minifter  at  the  court 
of  Madrid.  The  a6t  to  difcourage  the  retail  of 
jpirituous  liquors  had  incenfed  the  populace  to  luch 
a degree  as  occafioned  numbcrlefs  tumults  in  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter.  They  were  fc> 
addidled  to  the  ufe  of  that  pernicious  compound, 
known  by  the  appellation  of  gin  or  geneva^  that  they 
ran  all  rifques  rather  than  forego  it  entirely  ; and  fo 
little  regard  was  paid  to  the  law  by  which  it  was 
prohibited,  tliat  in  lefs  than  two  years  twelve  thou- 
fand  perfons  within  the  bills  of  mortality  were  con- 
vidted  of  having  fold  it  illegally.  Nearly  one  half 
of  that  number  v/ere  cad  in  the  penalty  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds : and  three  thoufand  perfons  paid  ten 
pounds  each,  for  an  exemption  from  the  difgrace 
of  being  committed  to  the  houfe  of  correction. 

§ XI.  The  war  maintained  by  the  Emperor  and 
die  Czarina  againd  tlie  Ottoman  Porte,  had  not  yet 
produced  any  decifive  event.  Count  Seckendorf 
was  difgraced  and  confined,  on  account  of  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  the  lad  campaign.  General  Doxat  was 
tried  bv  a council  of  war  at  Belgrade,  and  condemned 
to  death,  tor  having  furrendered  to  the  enemy  the 
town  of  Nida,  in  which  he  commanded.  The  diet 
of  the  empire  granted  a fubfidy  of  fifty  Roman 
months  to  the  Emperor,  who  began  to  make  vigo- 
rous preparations  for  the  enfulng  campaign  : but,  in 
the  meantime,  Ragotdd,  Vaivode  of  Tranfylvania, 
revolted  againd  the  Houfe  of  Audria,  and  brought  a 
confiderable  army  into  the  field,  under  the  protec- 
tion 
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BOOK  tion  of  the  Grand  Signor.  He  was  immediatclv' 
^ , proclaimed  a rebel,  and  a price  fet  upon  his  head  by 

,73 g.  the  court  of  Vienna.  The  Turks  taking  the  field 
early,  reduced  the  fort  of  Ufitza,  and  Meadia,  and 
undertook  the  fiege  of  Orfova,  which,  however^ 
they  abandoned  at  the  approach  of  the  Imperial 
army)  commanded  by  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufeany, 
aflifted  by  Count  Konigfegg.  The  Turks,  being 
reinforced,  marched  back,  and  attacked  the  Impe- 
rialiils,  by  whom  they  v/ere  repulfed  after  an  obfti- 
nate  engagement.  The  Germans,  notwithftanding 
this  advantage,  repafied  the  Danube ; and  then  the 
infidels  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Orfova,  where 
they  found  a fine  train  of  artillery,  defigned  for 
the  fiege  of  Widin.  By  the  conqueil  of  this  place, 
the  Turks  laid  the  Danube  open  to  their  gallies  and 
veflels  j and  the  Germans  retired  under  the  cannon 
of  Belgrade.  In  the  Ukraine,  the  Ruffians  under 
General  Count  Munich  obtained  the  advantage  over 
the  Turks  in  two  engagements  j and  General  Lacy 
routed  the  Tartars  of  the  Crimea  : but  they  returned 
in  greater  numbers,  and  harrafied  the  Mufeovites  iii 
fuch  a m.anner,  by  intercepting  their  provifions,  and 
deftroying  the  country,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
abandon  the  lines  of  Precops. 

§ XII.  In  the  month  of  Oclober,  an  affair  of 
- very  fmall  importance  produced  a rupture  between 

the  King  of  Denmark  and  the  Eledlor  of  Hanover. 
A detachment  of  Hanoverians  took  by  aifault  the 
caftle  of  Steinhoril,  belonging  to  the  Privy-Coun- 
fellor  Wederkop,  and  defended  by  thirty  Daniili 
dragoons,  who  had  received  orders  to  repel  force 
by  force.  Several  men  were  killed  on  both  fides, 
before  the  Hanoverians  could  enter  the  place,  when 
the  garrifon  was  difarrned,  and  condudled  to  the 
frontiers.  This  petty  difpute,  about  a fmall  terri- 
tory which  did  not  yield  the  value  of  one  thoufand 
pounds  a year,  had  well  nigh  involved  Hanover  in  a 
war,  which,  in  all  probability,  Great-Britain  muil 
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have  maintained : but  this  difpute  was  compro- 
inlfecl  by  a convention  between  the  Kings  of  Eng- 
land and  Denmark. 

§ XIII.  The  fefTion  of  Parliament  was  opened  on 
the  tirft  day  of  Februaryj  when  the  King>  in  his 
fpeech  to  both  Hoiifes,  gave  them  to  underftand, 
that  a convention  was  concluded  and  ratified  between 
him  and  the  King  of  Spain,  who  had  obliged  him- 
feif  to  make  reparation  to  the  Britifn  fubjecls  for 
their  Ioffes,  by  certain  ilipulated  payments : the 
Plenipotentiaries  were  named  and  appointed  for  re- 
gulating, within  a limited  time,  all  thofe  grievances 
and  abufes  which  had  hitherto  interrupted  the  com- 
merce of  Great-Britain  in  the  American  feas  ; and 
for  fettling  all  matters  in  difpute,  in  fuch  a m.anner 
as  might  for  the  future  prevent  and  remove  all  new 
caufes  and  pretences  of  complaint.  The  motion  for 
an  addrefs  of  approbation  was  difputed,  as  ufual. 
Though  the  convention  was  not  yet  laid  before  the 
Koufe,  the  nature  of  it  was  w^ell  knov/n  to  the  leaders 
of  the  oppofition.  Sir  William  Wyndham  obferved, 
that  if  the  miniftry  had  made  the  refolutions  taken 
by  the  Parliament  in  the  laft  feflion  the  foundation 
of  their  demands  ; if  they  had  difcovered  a refolu- 
tion  to  break  off  all  treating,  rather  than  depart  from 
the  fenfe  of  Parliament ; either  a defenfive  treaty 
might  have  been  obtained,  or  by  this  time  the  word: 
would  have  been  known : but,  by  what  appeared 
from  his  Majefty’s  fpeech,  the  convention  was  no 
other  than  a preliminary ; and,  in  all  probability,  a 
very  bad  preliminary.  Pie  fuppofed  the  minifter 
liad  ventured  to  clothe  fome  of  his  creatures  with 
full  powers  to  give  up  the  rights  of  the  nation ; for 
they  might  do  it  if  they  durft.  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole, in  anfwer  to  thele  fiiggeffions,  affirmed,  that 
the  miniftry  had  on  this  occafion  obtained  more  than 
ever  on  like  occafions  was  known  to  be  obtained ; 
that  they  had  reconciled  the  peace  of  their  country 
with  her  true  intereft  : that  this  peace  was  attended 
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BOOK  with  all  the  advantages  that  the  moft  fuccefsftil  arni? 
could  have  procured  : that  future  ages  would  confi- 

nnoft  glorious  period  of  our  hifbory, 

■ and  do  juftice  to  tlie  councils  that  produced  the 
happy  event,  which  every  gentleman  divefted  of  paR 
fion  and  prejudice  was  ready  to  do ; and  which,  he 
believed,  the  prefent  age,  when  rightly  informed, 
would  not  refufe.  In  a word,  he  extolled  his  own 
convention  with  the  mofl  extravagant  encomiums. 

§ XIV.  The  Houfe  refolved  to  addrefs  the  King,' 
that  copies  of  all  the  memorials^  reprefentations, 
letters,  and  papers,  prefented  to  his  Majefly,  or  his 
Secretary  of  State,  relating  to  depredations,  fhould 
be  fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of  the  Houfe  : but  fome 
members  in  the  oppofition  were  not  contented  with 
this  refolution.  Then  Mr.  Sandy s,  who  may  be 
termed  the  Motion-maker,”  moved  for  an  addrefs, 
defiring  that  the  Houfe  might  infpedt  all  letters 
written,  and  inftruftions  given,  by  the  Secretaries  of 
State,  or  CommifTioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to  any  of 
the  Britifn  governors  in  America,  or  any  Commander 
in  Chief,  or  Captains  of  his  Majefty’s  fliips  of  war, 
or  his  Majeidy’s  Minifter  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  or 
any  of  his  Majefty’s  Confuls  in  Europe,  fince  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  relating  to  Ioffes  which  the  Britifh 
fubjeds  had  fuftained  by  means  of  depredations 
committed  by  the  fubjects  of  Spain  in  Europe  and 
America.  'Lhis  was  an  unreafonable  propofal,  fug- 
gefted  by  the  fpirit  of  animofity  and  fadion.  Mr. 
H.  Walpole  juftly  obferved,  that  a compliance  with 
fuch  an  addrefs  might  lay  open  the  moft  private 
tranfactions  of  the  cabinet,  and  difcover  fecrets  that 
ought,  for  the  good  of  tlie  kingdom.,  to  be  con- 
■ cealed.  It  would  difcover  to  the  Court  of  Spain 
the  ultitnalum  of  the  King’s  demands  and  conceiTionsy 
and  the  nation  would  thereby  be  deprived  of  many 
advantages  which  it  might  reap,  were  no  fuch  difco- 
very  made.  He  faid,  that  as  foon  as  the  differences 
betwixt  the  two  Courts  fhould  arrive  at  fuch  a crifis, 

and 
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and  not  before,  the  confuls  were  inftrufted  to  s-lve  CHAP, 
notice  to  the  merchants,  that  they  might  retire  in  ’ i 
time  with  their  effects;  but,  fhould  fgch  inftruftion  J738. 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Spaniards,  it  would 
be  a kind  of  watch-word  to  put  them  on  their  guard, 
and  unavoidably  occafion  the  ruin  of  many  thoufands 
of  Britifh  fubjefts.  Certain  it  is,  no  government 
could  aft  either  in  external  or  domefirick  affairs  with, 
proper  influence,  dignity,  and  difpatch,  if  every  let- 
ter and  inflruftion  relating  to  an  unfinifhed  negocia- 
tion  fliould  be  expofed  to  the  view  of  fuch  a nu- 
merous affembly,  compofed  of  individuals  aftuated 
by  motives  in  themfelves  diametrically  oppofite. 

I'he  motion  being  rcjefted  by  the  majority,  the  fame 
gentleman  moved  again  for  an  addrefs,  that  his  Ma- 
jefly  would  give  direftions  for  laying  before  the 
Ifoufe  copies  of  fuch  memorials  or  reprefentations 
as  had  been  made,  either  to  the  King  of  Spain  or 
to  his  Minifters,  fince  the  treaty  of  Seville,  relating 
to  the  depredations  committed  in  Europe  or  Ame- 
rica. A debate  enfued;  and,  upon  a divifion,  the 
queftion  paffed  in  the  negative. 

§ XV.  The  Houfe,  in  a committee  of  fupply, 
voted  twelve  thoufand  feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the 
enfuing  year,  and  the  Handing  army  was  continued 
without  reduction,  though  powerfully  attacked  by 
the  whole  ftrength  of  the  oppofition.  The  Com- 
mons iikewife  ordered  an  addrefs  to  his  MajeHy, 
for  the  copies  of  feveral  memorials  fince  the  treaty 
of  Seville,  touching  the  rights  of  Great-Britain,  or 
any  infraction  of  treaties  which  had  not  been  laid 
before  them.  Thefe  were  accordingly  fubmitted  to 
the  infpeftion  of  the  Floufe.  By  this  time  the  con- 
vention itfelf  was  not  only  prefented  to  the  Com- 
mons, but  alfo  publiHied  for  the  information  of  the 
people.  Divers  merchants,  planters,  and  others 
trading  to  America,  the  cities  of  London  and  Briftol, 
the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  and  the  owners  of  fun- 
dry  Ihips  which  had  been  feized  by  the  Spaniards, 
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o K ofiTered  petitions  againft  the  conventioHj  by  which 
the  fubjeds  of  Spain  were  fo  far  fronn  giving  up  their 
groundlefs  and  unjuftihable  pra6lice  of  vifiting  and 
fearchingBritifh  fliips  failing  to  and  from  the  Britifh 
plantations,  that  they  appeared  to  have  claimed  the 
power  of  doing  it  as  a right : for  they  infilled  that 
the  differences  which  had  arifen  concerning  it  fliould 
be  referred  to  Plenipotentiaries,  to  be  difcuffed  by 
them,  without  even  agreeing  to  abftain  from  fuch 
vifitation  and  fearch  during  the  time  that  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  this  affair  might  laft.  They,  therefore, 
prayed  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  ot 
being  heard,  and  allowed  to  reprefent  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  BritiHi  trade  to  and  from  the  plan- 
tations in  America  3 the  clear  indifputable  right 
which  they  had  to  enjoy  it,  without  'being  flopped, 
vifited,  or  fearched,  by  the  Spaniards,  on  any  pre- 
tence whatfoeverj  and  the  certain  inevitable  de- 
llruiffion  of  all  the  riches  and  ftrength  derived  to 
Great-Britain  from  that  trade,  if  a fearch  of  Britifli 
fhips  failing  to  and  from  their  own  plantations 
fiould  be  tolerated  upon  any  pretext,  or  under  any 
reftridtions,  or  even  if  the  freedom  of  this  naviga- 
tion fliould  continue  much  longer  in  a ftate  of  un- 
certainty. Thefe  petitions  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confider  of  the  convention. 
Another  remonllrance  was  likewife  prcfented  by  the 
truflees  for  effablifliing  the  colony  of  Georgia,  fet- 
ting  forth,  that  the  King  of  Spain  claimed  that  co- 
lony as  part  of  his  territories  j and  that  by  the  con- 
vention, the  regulation  of  the  limits  of  Carolina  and 
Florida  was  referred  to  the  determination  of  Pleni- 
potentiaries 3 fo  that  the  colony  of  Georgia,  which 
undoubtcdlv  belonged  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Bri- 
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tain,  was  left  in  diipute,  while  the  fettlers  remained 
in  the  moft  precarious  and  dangerous  fituation.  It 
was  moved  that  the  merchants  Ikould  be  heard  by 
their  counfcl : but  the  propolal  was  ftrenuoully 
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oppofed  by  the  miniftry,  and  rejected  upon  a dl- 
vifion. 

§ XVI.  This  famous  Convention,  concluded  at 
the  Pardo  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  January,  im- 
ported, That  within  fix  weeks,  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  day  on  which  the  ratifications  were  exchanged, 
two  Miniflers  Plenipotentiaries  fliould  meet  at  Mad- 
rid, to  confer,  and  finally  regulate  the  refpective  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  two  Crowns,  with  relation  to  the 
trade  and  navigation  in  America  and  Europe,  and 
to  the  limits  of  Florida  and  Carolina,  as  well  as 
concerning  other  points  which  rem.ained  likewife  to 
be  adjufted,  according  to  the  formiCr  treaties  fub- 
fifling  between  the  two  nations : That  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries fiiould  finifli  their  conferences  within  the 
fpace  of  eight  months : That  in  the  mean  time  no 
progrefs  fhould  be  made  in  the  fortifications  of  Flo- 
rida and  Carolina : That  his  Catholick  Majefly 
fiiould  pay  to  the  King  bf  Great-Britain  the  fum  of 
ninety-five  thoufand  pounds,  for  a balance  due  to 
the  crown  and  fubjefts  of  Great-Britain,  after  de- 
du6lion  made  of  the  demands  of  the  crown  and  fub- 
jeds  of  Spain : That  this  fum  fiiould  be  employed 
for  the  fatisfadion,  difeharge,  and  payment  of  the 
demands  of  the  Britifii  fubjeds  upon  the  crown  of 
Spain:  That  this  reciprocal  difeharge,  however, 
fiiould  not  extend  or  relate  to  the  accounts  and  dif- 
ferences which  fubfifled  and  were  to  be  fettled  be- 
tween the  crown  of  Spain  and  the  Afiiento  com- 
pany, nor  to  any  particular  or  private  contrads  tliat 
might  fubfifl  between  either  of  the  two  crov/ns,  or 
their  miniflers,  with  the  fubjeds  of  the  other ; or 
between  the  fubjeds  and  fubjeds  of  each  nation  re- 
fpedively:  That  his  Catholick  Majefty  fiiould  caufc 
the  fum  of  ninety-five  thoufand  pounds  to  be  paid 
at  London  within  four  months,  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  day  on  which  the  ratifications  were  exchanged. 
Such  was  the  fubfirance  of  that  convention,  which 
alarmed  and  provoked  tlie  merchants  and  traden; 
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of  Great-Britain,  excited  the  indignation  of  all  thofe 
who  retained  any  regard  for  the  honour  of  their 
country,  and  raifed  a general  cry  againft  the  minider 
who  Rood  at  the  helm  of  adminiftration. 

§ XVII.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom  were 
now  turned  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The 
two  contending  parties  fummoned  their  whole  force 
for  the  approaching  difpute : on  the  day  appointed 
for  confidering  the  convention,  four  hundred  mem- 
bers had  taken  their  feats  by  eight  in  the  morning. 
In  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  certain  Weft- 
India  merchants  and  planters  were  heard  againft  the 
convention  ; fo  that  this  and  the  following  day  were 
employed  in  leading  papers  and  obtaining  informa- 
tion. On  the  eighth  day  of  March,  Mr.  H.  Wal- 
pole having  launched  cut  in  the  praife  of  that  agree- 
ment, moved  for  an  addrefs  of  approbation  to  his 
Majefty.  He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Pembrokefhire  j and  the  debate  began  with  extra- 
ordinary ardour.  He  who  firft  diflinguifhed  him- 
felf  in  the  lifts  was  Sir  Thom.as  Sanderfon,  at  that 
time  treafurer  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Scarborough.  All  the  officers  and  adherents 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  joined  the  oppofition ; 
and  he  himfelf  on  this  occafion  fat  in  the  gallery,  to 
hear  the  debate  on  fuch  an  important  tranfa61:ion. 
Sir  Thomas  Sanderfon  obferved,  that  the  Spaniards 
by  the  convention,  inftead  of  giving  us  reparation, 
had  obliged  us  to  give  them  a general  releafe.  They 
had  not  allowed  the  word  Satisfadion  to  be  fo  much 
as  once  mentioned  in  the  treaty.  Even  the  Spanifli 
pirate  who  had  cut  off  the  ear  of  Captain  Jenkins*, 

and 

♦ Captain  Jenkins  was  mafter  of  a Scottidi  merchant  flilp.  He 
was  boarded  by  the  Captain  of  a Spanifli  gnarda  colta,  who  treated 
him  in  the  moft  barbarons  manner.  The  Spaniards,  after  having' 
rummaged  his  veflel  for  what  they  called  contraband  commodities, 
without  finding  any  thing  to  juftify  their  fearch,  infulted  Jenkins 
with  the  moft  opprobrious  invectives.  They  tore  off  one  of  his  ears, 
bidding  him  carry  it  to  his  King,  and  tell  hiip  they  would  lerve  him 
in  the  fame  manner  fhould  an  opportunity  offer  : they  tortured  him 
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and  iifed  the  moft  infultlng  exprefiion  towards  the  CHAP, 
perfon  of  the  King — an  expreflion  which  no  Britifli , ^ 

lubjed  could  decently  repeat — an  expreflion  which 
no  man  that  had  a regard  for  his  Sovereign  could 
ever  forgive — even  this  fellow  lived  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  rapine,  and  remained  a living  teftimony 
of  the  cowardly  tamenefs  and  mean  fubmifTion  of 
Great-Britain ; of  the  triumphant  haughtinefs  and 
flubborn  pride  of  Spain.  Lord  Gage,  one  of  the 
moft  keen,  fpirited,  and  farcaftick  orators  in  the 
Houfe,  ftated  in  this  manner  the  account  of  the 
fatisfadion  obtained  from  the  Court  of  Spain  by 
the  convention ; The  loftes  fuftained  by  the  Spanifli 
depredations  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  pounds ; the  Commiftary,  by  a ftroke  of 
his  pen,  reduced  this  demand  to  two  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds:  then  forty-five  thoufand  were  ftruck 
off  for  prompt  payment : he  next  allotted  fixty 
thoufand  pounds  as  the  remaining  part  of  a debt 
pretended  to  be  due  to  Spain,  for  the  deftruclion  of 
her  fleet  by  Sir  George  Byng,  though  it  appeared  by 
the  inftru6lions  on  the  table,  that  Spain  had  been 
already  amply  fatisfied  on  that  head:  thefe  de- 
du6tions  reduced  the  balance  to  ninety-five  thoufand 
pounds ; but  the  King  of  Spain  infifted  upon  the 
South-Sea  Company’s  paying  immediately  the  funi 
of  fixty-eight  thoufand  pounds,  as  a debt  due  to 
him  on  one  head  of  accounts,  though,  in  other  ar- 


wlth  the  moft  ftiocking  cruelty,  and  threatened  him  with  immediate 
death.  This  man  was  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  Honfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  being  aftced  by  a member,  what  he  thought  when  he  found 
himfelf  in  the  hands  of  Inch  barbarians  ? “ I recommended  my  foul 
to  God  ({aid  he)  and  mycaufe  to  my  country.”  The  behaviour  of 
this  brave  f'eaman,  the  fight  of  his  ear,  which  was  produced,  with  his 
account  of  the  indignities  wiiich  had  been  offered  to  the  nation  and 
Sovereign  of  Great-Britain,  filled  the  whole  Houfe  with  indignation. 
Jenkins  was  afterwards  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India 
company;  he  approved  himfelf  worthy  of  his  good  fortune,  in  along 
engagement  Vv^ith  the  pirate  Angria,  during  which  he  behaved  with 
extraordinary  courage  and  conduft;  and  faved  his  own  fiiip,  with 
three  others  that  were  under  his  convoy. 
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tides,  his  Catholidc  Majeily  was  indebted  to  the 
Company  a million  over  and  above  this  demand: 
The  remainder  to  be  paid  by  Spain  did  not  exceed 
feven-and- twenty  thoiifand  pounds,  from  which  flie 
infilled  upon  deducing  v/liatever  flie  might  have  al- 
ready given  in  fatisfaclion  for  any  of  the  Britidi 
ihips  that  had  been  taken ; and  on  being  allowed 
rlic  value  of  the  St.  Therefo,  a Spanifli  Hiip  which 
had  been  fdzed  in  the  port  of  ]3ublin.  Mr.  W. 
Pitt,  w'ith  an  energy  of  argument  and  didion  pecu- 
liar to  himfelf,  declaimed  againft  the  convention,  as 
infccure,  unfttisfadory,  and  diflionourable  to  Great- 
Britain.  He  faid  the  great  national  objection,  tlie 
fearching  of  Britifn  flops,  was  not  admitted,  indeed, 
in  the  preaimble ; but  flood  there  as  the  reproach  of 
die  wliolc,  as  the  flrongefc  evidence  of  the  fatal  fub- 
miilion  that  follow’ed : on  the  part  of  Spain,  an 
ufurpation,  an  inhuman  tyranny  claimed  and  exer- 
cifed  over  the  American  feas ; on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land, an  undoubted  right  by  treaties,  and  from  God 
and  Nature  declared  and  alfcrted  in  the  refolutions 
of  P^arliament ; were  now  referred  to  the  clifcufTion  of 
Plenipotentiaries,  upon  one  and  the  fame  equal  foot. 
This  undoubted  right  was  to  be  difeuffed  and  regu- 
lated ; and  if  to  regulate  be  to  preferibe  rules,  as  in 
all  conflrudlion  it  is,  that  right  was,  by  the  exprefs 
words  of  the  convention,  to  "be  given  up  and  facri- 
hced : for  it  muft  ceafe  to  be  any  thino;  from  the 
moment  it  is  fubmitted  to  limitation.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton, with  equal  force  and  fluency,  anfw'efed  the 
fpeech  of  Mr.  EL  Walpole.  After  he  had  ufed 
many  arguments  to  perfuade  us  to  peace  (faid  he) 
to  any  peace,  good  or  bad,  by  pointing  out  the  , 
‘‘  dangers  of  a war,  dangers  I by  no  means  allow 
to  be  iuch  as  he  reprelents  them,  he  crov/ned  all 
thofe  terrors  with  tlie  naime  of  the  P’retender.  It 
vtould  be  the  caufe  of  the  Pretender.  The  Pre- 
tender  would  come.  Is  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  fenflble  what  this  language  imports  ? The 
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people  of  England  complain  of  the  greateft  wrongs 
and  indignities : they  complain  of  the  interrup- 
tion,  the  deftruftion  of  their  trade:  they  think 
the  peace  has  left  them  in  a worfe  condition  than 
before  ; and  in  anfwer  to  all  thefe  complaints, 
what  are  they  told  ? Why,  that  their  continuing 
to  fuffer  all  this,  is  the  price  they  muft  pay  to 
keep  tire  King  and  his  family  on  the  throne  of 
thefe  realms.  If  this  were  true,  it  ought  not  to 
be  owned : but  it  is  far  from  truth  j the  very  re- 
verfe  is  true.  Nothing  can  weaken  the  family; 
nothing  lliake  the  eftablidiment,  but  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  thefe,  and  fuch  language  as  this.”  He 
affirmed,  that  if  the  minifters  had  proceeded  con- 
formably to  the  intentions  of  Parliament,  they  would 
either  have  adted  with  vigour,  or  have  obtained  a 
real  fecurity  in  an  exprefs  acknowledgement  of  our 
right  not  to  be  fearched,  as  a preliminary,  fine  qua 
non.^  to  our  treating  at  all.  Inftead  of  this,  they 
had  referred  it  to  Plenipotentiaries.  “ Would  you, 
“ Sir,  (faid  he)  fubmit  to  a reference,  whether  you 
may  travel  unmolefted  from  your  houfe  in  town 
to  your  houfe  in  the  country  ? Your  right  is  clear 
and  undeniable,  why  would  you  have  it  dilcuffed  ? 
but  much  lefs  would  you  refer  it,  if  two  of  your 
judges  belonged  to  a gang  which  has  often  flopped 
“ and  robbed  you  in  your  way  thither  before.” — 
The  minifters,  in  vindication  of  the  convention, 
aiTerted,  tliBt  the  fatisfaclion  granted  by  Spain  was 
adequate  to  the  injury  received : that  it  was  only 
the  preliminary  of  a treaty  which  would  remove  all 
caufes  of  complaint : that  war  was  always  expenfive 
and  detrimental  to  a trading  nation,  as  well  as  un- 
' certain  in  its  events : that  France  and  Spain  would 
certainly  join  their  forces  in  cafe  of  a rupture  with 
(jreat-Britain  ; that  there  was  not  one  Power  in  Eu- 
rope upon  which  the  Englifh  could  depend  for  ef- 
fectual affiftance;  and  that  war  would  favour  the 
caufe  and  defigns  of  a popifli  Pretender.  The  Eloufe, 
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book  upon  a dlvifion,  agreed  to  the  addrefs ; but  when  a 
motion  was  made  for  its  being  recommitted,  the  two 
parties  renewed  the  engagement  with  redoubled  ea- 
gernefs  and  impetuofity.  Sir  William  Wyndham  and 
Mr.  Pulteney  poured  all  the  thunder  of  their  elo- 
quence againft  the  infolence  of  Spain,  and  the  con- 
ceffions  of  the  Britifh  miniftry.  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
exerted  all  his  fortitude  and  dexterity  in  defence  of 
himfelf  and  his  meafures,  and  the  queftion  being 
put,  the  refolutions  for  the  addrefs  were  carried  by  a 
jmall  majority. 

§ XVilL  Then,  Sir  William  Wyndham  (landing 
up,  made  a pathetick  remonftrance  upon  this  deter- 
mination. This  addrefs  (faid  he)  is  intended  to 
convince  mankind,  that  the  treaty  under  our  con- 
fideration  is  a reafonable  and  an  honourable  treaty. 
But  if  a majority  of  twenty-eight  in  fuch  a full 
<'■'  Houfe  (hould  fail  of  that  fuccefs ; if  the  people 
(liould  not  implicitly  refign  their  reafon  to  a vote 
of  this  Houfe,  what  will  be  the  confequence  ? 
“ Will  not  the  Parliament  lofe  its  authority?  Will 
it  not  be  thought,  that  even  in  the  Parliament  we 
are  governed  by  a faftion  ? and  what  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  may  be,  I leave  to  thofe  gentlemen 
“ to  confider,  who  are  now  to  give  their  vote  for 
this  addrefs : for  my  own  part,  I will  trouble  you 
no  more,  but,  with  thefe  my  laft  words ; I fin- 
cerely  pray  to  Almighty  God,  who  has  fo  often 
" wonderfully  protected  thefe  kingdoms,  that  he 
will  gracioufly  continue  his  protedlion  over  them, 
‘‘  by  preferving  us  from  that  impending  danger 
which  threatens  the  nation  from  without,  and 
“ likewife  from  that  impending  danger  which 
‘‘  threatens  our  conllitution  from  within.’’  The 
minifler  was  on  this  occafion  deferred  by  his  ufual 
temper,  and  even  provoked  into  perfonal  abufe. 
He  declared,  that  the  gentleman  who  was  now  the 
mouth  of  his  opponents  had  been  looked  upon  as 
the  head  of  thofe  traitors,  who  twenty-five  years 
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before  confpired  the  deftruftlon  of  their  country  and  C 
of  the  Royal  Family,  in  order  to  fet  a Popifh  pre- 
tender upon  the  throne : that  he  was  feized  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  then  government,  and  pardoned  by 
its  clemency,  but  all  the  ufe  he  had  ungratefully 
made  of  that  clemency,  was  to  qualify  himfelf  ac- 
cording to  law,  that  he  and  his  party  might'  fome 
time  or  other  have  an  opportunity  to  overthrow  all 
law.  He  branded  them  all  as  traitors,  and  ex- 
preffed  his  hope,  that  their  behaviour  would  unite 
all  the  true  friends  of  the  prefent  happy  eftablifh- 
ment.  To  fuch  a degree  of  mutual  animofity  were 
both  fides  inflamed,  that  the  moft  eminent  members 
of  the  minority  adlually  retired  from  Parliament; 
and  were  by  the  nation  in  general  revered  as  martyrs 
to  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

§ XIX.  The  difpute  occafioned  by  the  conven- 
tion in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  maintained  with 
equal  warmth,  and  perhaps  with  more  abilities. 
After  this  famous  treaty  had  been  confidered.  Lord 
Carteret  fuggefled,  that  poflibly  one  of  the  con- 
tradling  powers  had  prefented  a protefl  or  declara- 
tion, importing  that  fhe  acceded  to  fuch  or  fuch  a 
meafure,  only  upon  condition  that  the  terms  of  that 
protefl:  or  declaration  fhould  be  made  good.  He 
laid,  that  until  his  mind  fhould  be  free  from  the 
mofl:  diftant  fufpicion  that  fuch  a paper  might  exifl 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  he  could  not  form  a jufl;  opinion 
of  the  tranfa(fl:ion  himfelf,  nor  communicate  to  their 
Lordfliips  any  light  which  might  be  neceflfary  for 
that  purpofe.  The  adherents  to  the  minifliry  endea- 
voured to  evade  his  curiofity  in  this  particular,  by 
general  affertions : but  he  infifted  on  his  fufpicion 
with  fuch  perfeverance,  that  at  length  the  minifliry 
produced  the  copy  of  a declaration  made  by  the 
King  of  Spain  before  he  ratified  the  convention,  fio-_ 
nifying  that  his  Catholick  Majefty  referved  to  him- 
felf, in  its  full  force,  the  right  of  being  able  to 
fufpend  the  affiento  of  negroes,  in  cafe  the  company 
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BOO  Kfhoulcl  not  pay  within  a ffiort  time  the  fum  offixty- 
eight  thoiifand  pounds  fterling  owing  to  Spain  on 
,y^g.  the  duty  of  negroes,  or  on  the  profit  of  the  Ihip 
Caroline:  That  under  the  validity  and  force  of  this 
proteft,  the  figning  of  the  faid  convention  might  be 
proceeded  on,  and  in  no  other  manner.  In  the 
debate  that  enfued.  Lord  Carteret  difplayed  a fur- 
prifing  extent  of  political  knowledge,  recommended 
by  all  the  graces  of  elocution,  chafte,  pure,  digni  - 
fied,  and  delicate.  I.ord  Bathurft  argued  againfe 
the  articles  of  convention  with  his  ufual  fpirit,  in- 
tegrity, and  good  fenfe,  particularly  animated  by 
an  hOneft  indignation,  which  the  wrongs  of  his 
country  had  infpired.  The  Earl  of  Chefter field  at- 
tacked this  inglorious  meafure  with  all  the  weight  of 


argument,  and  all  the  poignancy  of  fatire.  The 
Duke  of  Argyle,  no  longer  a partiian  of  the  mi- 
niftry,  inveighed  againfi:  it  as  infamous,  treacherous, 
and  deftrudive,  with  all  the  fire,  impetuofitv,  and 
enthufiafm  of  declamation.  It  was  defended  with 
unequal  arms  by  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  the  Earl 
of  Cholmondely,  Lord  Hervey,  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, the  Bifhop  of  Salifbury,  and  in  particular  by 
the  Earl  of  Hay,  a nobleman  of  extenfive  capacity 
and  uncommon  erudition ; remarkable  for  his  know- 
ledge of  the  civil  lav/,  and  feemingly  formed  by 
nature  for  a politician ; cool,  difeerning,  plaufible, 
artful,  and  enterprifing,  ftaunch  to  the  minifter, 
and  invariably  true  to  his  own  intereft.  The  dif- 
pute  was  learned,  long,  and  obftinate:  but  ended 
as  ufiial  in  the  difeomfiture  of  thofe  who  had  ftigma- 
tifed  the  treaty.  The  Houfe  agreed  to  an  addrefs, 
in  which  they  thanked  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious 
condefeenfion  in  laving  before  them  the  convention. 
"I'hey  acknovdedged  his  great  prudence  in  bringing 
the  demands  of  his  fubjects  for  their  pad  lodes, 
which  had  been  fo  long  depending,  to  a final  adjud- 
ment;  in  procuring  an  exprefs  dipulation  for  a 
fpeedy  payments  a:td  in  laying  a foundation  for  ac- 
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complifliing  the  great  and  defireable  ends  of  lobtala-  C H A p. 
ing  future  fecurity:  and  preferving  the  peace  between 
the  two  nations.  They  declared  their  confidence  in 
his  Royal  Wifdom,  that  in  the  treaty  to  be  conclu- 
ded in  purfuance  of  the  convention,  proper  provi- 
fions  would  be  made  for  the  redrefs  of  the  grievan- 
ces of  which  the  nation  had  fo  juftly  complained : 

They  alTured  his  Majefly,  that  in  cafe  his  juft  expec- 
tations fn.ould  not  be  anfwered,  the  Houfe  w'ould 
heartily  and  zealoufly  concur  in  all  fuch  meafures  as 
fhould  be  neceftary  to  vindicate  his  Majefty’s  ho- 
nour, and  to  preferve  to  his  fubjecls  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  all  thofe  rights  to  v/hich  they  were  entitled 
by  treaty  and  the  law  of  nations.  This  was  a hard- 
won  victory.  At  the  head  of  thofe  who  voted  againft 
the  addrefs  v/e  find  the  Prince  of  Wales.  His 
example  was  followed  by  fix  Dukes,  two-and  twenty 
Earls,  four  Vifcounts,  eighteen  Barons,  four  Bi- 
ihops  ; and  their  party  was  re-enforced  by  fixteen 
proxies.  A fpirited  proteft  was  entered  and  fub-  An.  1735, 
fcribed  by  nine-and-thirty  Peers,  comprehending 
ail  the  noblemen  of  the  kingdom  who  were  moft 
eminent  for  their  talents,  integrity,  and  virtue. 

§ XX.  A meftage  having  been  delivered  to  the 
Houfe  from  his  Majefty,  importing,  Thlt  he  had 
fettled  nine  and-thirty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum 
on  the  younger  children  of  the  Royal  Family;  and 
defiring  their  Lordftiips  would  bring  in  a bill  to  ena- 
ble his  Majefty  to  make  that  provifion  good,  out 
of  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown,  fome  Lords 
in  the  oppofition  obferved  that  the  next  heir  to  the 
crown  might  look  upon  this  fettlement  as  a mort- 
gage of  his  revenue,  which  a parliament  had  no 
power  to  make : that  formerly  no  daughter  of  the 
Royal  Family  was  ever  provided  for  by  Parliament, 
except  the  eldeft,  and  that  never  was  by  way  of 
annuity,  but  an  exprefs  provifion  of  a determinate 
lum  of  money  paid  by  way  of  dowry.  Thefe  objec- 
tions were  over-ruled ; and  the  Houfe  complied 

with 
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BOOK  with  his  Majefty’s  requeft.  Then  the  Duke  of 
, Newcaftle  produced  a fubfidy- treaty,  by  which  his 
,735,  Majefty  obliged  himfelf  to  pay  to  the  King  of  Den- 
mark feventy  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  on  con- 
dition of  the  Dane’s  furnifliing  to  his  Britannick 
Majefty  a body  of  fix  thoufand  men,  when  de- 
manded. At  the  fame  time,  his  grace  delivered  a 
meftage  from  the  King,  defiring  the  Houfe  would 
enable  him  to  fulfill  this  engagement ; and  alfo  to 
raife  what  money  and  troops  the  exigency  of  affairs, 
during  the  approaching  rccefs,  might  require. 
Another  vehement  difpute  arofe  from  this  propofal. 
With  refpecl  to  the  treaty,  Lord  Carteret  obferved, 
that  no  ufe  could  be  made  of  the  Daniffi  troops  in 
any  expedition  undertaken  againft  Spain,  becaufe 
it  was  ftipulated  in  the  treaty,  that  they  fhould  not 
be  ufed  either  in  Italy,  or  on  board  of  the  fleet,  or 
be  tranfported  in  whole  or  in  part  beyond  fea,  after 
they  fhould  have  marched  out  of  the  territories  of 
Denmark,  except  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdomis 
of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland : nay,  ftiould  France 
ioin  againft  the  Englilh,  the  Danes  could  not  aft 
againft  that  power  or  Spain,  except  as  part  of  an 
army  formed  in  Germany  or  Flanders.  This  body 
of  Danes  may  be  faid,  therefore,  to  have  been  re- 
tained for  the  defence  and  proteftion  of  Hanover: 
or,  if  the  intereft  of  Britain  was  at  all  confulted  in 
the  treaty,  it  muft  have  been  in  preventing  the 
Danes  from  joining  their  fleets  to  thofe  of  France 
and  Spain.  Then  he  argued  againft  the  fecond  part 
of  the  meflage  with  great  vivacity.  He  faid  no- 
thing could  be  more  dangerous  to  the  conftitution 
than  a general  and  unlimited  vote  of  credit.  Such 
a demand  our  anceftors  would  have  heard  with 
amazement,  and  rejefted  with  fcorn.  He  affirmed 
that  the  praftice  was  but  of  modern  date  in  Eng- 
land: that  it  was  never  heard  of  before  the  Revo- 
lution 3 and  never  became  frequent  until  the  nation 
was  blelled  with  the  prefent  wife  adminiftration.  He 
4 faid> 
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laid,  if  ever  a general  vote  of  credit  and  confidence  chap. 
fhould  become  a cuftomary  compliment  from  the  ^ 

Parliament  to  the  crown  at  the  end  of  every  fefiion,  J735. 
or  as  often  as  the  minifter  might  think  fit  to  defire 
it,  Parliaments  would  grow  defpicable  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people : then  a proclamation  might  be  eafily 
fubftituted  in  its  Head,  and  happy  would  it  be  for 
the  nation  if  that  fliould  be  fufficient  j for  when  a 
Parliament  ceafes  to  be  a check  upon  minifters,  it 
becomes  an  ufelefs  and  unneceflary  burthen  on  the 
people.  The  reprefentatives  muft  always  be  paid 
fome  way  or  other : if  their  wages  are  not  paid  openly 
and  furely  by  their  refpeclive  conftituents,  as  they 
were  formerly,  a majority  of  them  may  in  future  times 
be  always  ready  to  accept  of  wages  from  the  admi- 
niftration,  and  thefe  muft  come  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  and  the  Earl 
of  Chefterfield  enlarged  upon  the  fame  topicks. 
Neverthelefs,  the  Houfe  complied  with  the  melfage  5 
and  prefented  an  addrefs,  in  which  they  not  only 
approved  of  the  treaty  with  Denmark,  but  likewife  , 
affured  his  Majefty  they  would  concur  with  his 
meafures,  and  fupport  him  in  fulfilling  his  engage- 
ments, as  well  as  in  making  fuch  further  augmen- 
tation of  his  forces  by  fea  and  land,  as  he  fhould 
think  neceflary  for  the  honour,  intereft,  and  fafety 
of  thefe  kingdoms. 

§ XXL  The  fame  meftage  being  communicated 
to  the  Commons,  they  voted  feventy  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds,  for  the  fubfidy  to 
Dci)mark,  and  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 
augmenting  the  forces  on  any  emergency.  As 
Great-Britain  ftood  engaged  by  the  convention  to 
pay  to  the  crown  of  Spain  the  fum  of  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  in  confideration  of  the  Ihips  taken  and  de- 
ftroyed  by  Sir  George  Byng,  which  fum  was  to  be 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  Britifh  merchants  who 
had  fuffered  by  the  Spanifh -depredations,  the  Com- 
mons inferted  in  the  bill  a claufe,  providing  for  this 
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fum  to  be  paid  by  the  Parliament.  When  the  bill 
,vvas  read  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a motion  was  made 
, by  Lord  Bathurfh  for  an  add  refs,  to  know,  whether 
Spain  had  paid  the  m.oney  ftipulated  by  the  conven- 
tion, as  the  time  limited  for  the  payment  of  it  was 
now  expired.  The  Duke  ofNewcaflle,  byhisMa- 
jelly’s  permifTion,  acquainted  the  Ploufe,  that  it 
was  not  paid ; and  that  Spain  had  as  yet  given  no 
reafon  for  the  non-payment.  Then  a day  was  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  State  of  the  nation,  when 
Lord  Carteret  moved  for  a refolution,  that  the 
failure  of  Spain  in  this  particular  was  a breach  of  the 
convention,  a liigh  indignity  to  his  Majefly,  and  an 
injuftice  to  the  nation : but,  after  a warm  debate, 
this  motion  was  over-ruled  by  the  majority.  The 
minifter,  in  order  to  atone  in  fome  meafure  for  the 
unpopular  flep  he  had  taken  in  the  convention,  al- 
lowed a falutary  law  to  pafs  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  woolen  rnanufadure : and  two  bills  in  behalf 
of  the  fugar  colonies,  one  permitting  them,  for  a 
limited  time,  to  export  their  produce  diredly  to 
foreign  parts,  under  proper  reflridions  ; and  the 
other  making  more  effeclual  provifions  for  fecuring 
the  duties  laid  upon  the  importation  of  foreign 
Sugars,  Rum,  and  MelafTes  into  Great-Britain, 
and  his  Majelly’s  plantations  in  America.  The 
fupplies  being  voted,  the  funds  eftabliihed,  and  the 
crown  gratified  in  every  particular,  the  King  clofed 
the  feffion  with  a fpeech  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
June,  w'hen  the  Chancellor  in  his  Majefty’s  name 
prorogued  the  Parliament^. 

§ XXIL 


* Among  the  laws  enafled  in  the  courfe  of  this  fcflion  was  an  a6l 
agalnd  gaming,  which  had  become  nniverfal  through  all  ranks  of 
people,  and  likely  to  prove  de(lrii61ive  of  all  morals,  induftry,  and 
lentiment  Another  bill  paficd,  for  gianiing  a reward  to  Joanna 
Stevens,  on  her  dilcovering,  for  the  benefit  of  the  publick,  a nofir  urn 
foi  tliC  cure  of  perfens  afilicfed  witn  the  fione  j a medicine  which  has 
by  no  means  anfwered  the  expectations  of  the  legiflature. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  complaint  was  made  by  Lord  Helawar  of  a 
faiiie,  intituled  Manners,  written  by  Mr.  Whitehead  5 in  which 
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§ XXII.  Letters  of  marque  and  reprifil  were  CHAP, 
granted  againft  the  Spaniards:  a promotion  was 
made  of  general-officers  : the  troops  were  augmen- 
ted:  a great  fleet  was  affembled  at  Spithead;  a re- 
inforcement fent  out  to  Admiral  Haddock ; and  an 
embargo  laid  on  all  merchant  fiiips  outward  bound. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  preparations  of  war,  Mr. 

Keen,  the  Britifli  minifter  at  Madrid,  declared  to 
the  court  of  Spain,  that  his  mailer,  although  he  had 
permitted  his  fubjecls  to  make  reprifals,  would  not 
be  underflood  to  have  broken  the  peace  ; and  that 
this  permiffion  would  be  recalled  as  foon  as  his  Ca- 
tholick  Majcfly  fliould  be  difpofed  to  make  the  fi- 
tisfaftion  which  had  been  fo  juflly  demanded.  He 
was  given  to  underfland,  that  the  King  of  Spain 
looked  upon  thofe  reprifals  as  afls  of  hoflility  j and 
that  he  hoped,  with  the  afiiflance  of  heaven  and  his 
allies,  he  fliould  be  able  to  fupport  a good  caufe 
againfl  his  adverfaries.  He  'publiflied  a manifeflo 
in  juflification  of  his  own  conducl,  complaining 
that  Admiral  Haddock  had  received  orders  to 
ernife  with  his  fquadron  between  the  capes  St.  Vin- 
cent and  St.  Mary,  in  order  to  furprife  the  Alfogue 
ihips ; that  letters  of  reprifal  had  been  publiflied  at 
L.ondon,  in  an  indecent  flyle,  and  even  carried  into 
execution  in  difierent  parts  of  the  world.  He  ex- 
cufed  his  non-payment  of  the  ninety-five  thoufand 
pounds  flipulated  in  the  convention,  by  affirming 
that  the  Britifli  court  had  firft  contravened  the  arti- 
cles of  that  treaty,  by  the  orders  fent  to  Haddock ; 
by  continuing  to  fortify  Georgia;  by  reinforcing 
the  fquadron  at  Jamaica;  and  by  eluding  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fixty-eight  thoufand  pounds  due  to 

Spain 


fome  cliaraRers  of  diftinfton  were  feverely  lafhed,  in  the  true  fpirit 
ofpoetiy.  It  was  voted  a libel;  a motion  was  made  to  talce  the 
author  into  cuftndy;  but  he  having  withdi-awn  himfelF,  the  refent- 
inent  of  the  Houle  fell  upon  R.  Doddey,  the  pul)lif}ier  of  the  work, 
who  was  committed  to  the  uftier  of  the  Black  Rod,  though  Loid 
C'arteret,  the  Earl  cf  Abingdon,  and  Lord  Talbot,  fpoke  in  his 
beitalf. 
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Spain  from  the  South-Sea  Company,  on  the  afTiento 
for  negroes.  The  French  ambaffador  at  the  Hague, 
declared  that  the  King  his  mafter  was  obliged  by 
treaties  to  aflift  his  Catholick  Majefly  by  fea  and 
land,  in  cafe  he  flioiild  be  attacked ; he  dilTuaded 
the  States-General  from  efpoufing  the  quarrel  of 
Great-Britain  ^ and  they  affured  him  they  would  ob- 
ferve  a ftridt  neutrality,  though  they  could  not  avoid 
furnifhing  his  Britannick-Majefty  with  fuch  fuccours 
as  he  could  demand,  by  virtue  of  the  treaties  fub- 
fifting  between  the  two  powers.  The  people  of 
England  were  infpired  with  uncommon  alacrity  at 
the  near  profpe£t  of  war,  for  which  they  had  fo  long 
clamoured : and  the  miniftry  feeing  it  unavoidable, 
began  to  be  earneft  and  efFe6lual  in  their  prepara- 
tions. 

§ XXIII.  The  events  of  war  were  Hill  unfavour- 
able to  the  Emperor.  He  had  bellowed  the  com- 
mand of  his  army  upon  Velt-Marefchal  Count 
Wallis,  who  alTembled  his  forces  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Belgrade ; and  advanced  towards  Crotllca, 
where  he  was  attacked  by  the  Turks  with  fuch  im- 
petuofity  and  perfeverance,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
give  ground,  after  along  and  obftinate  engagement, 
in  which  he  loll  above  fix  thoufand  men.  The 
Earl  of  Crawford,  who  ferved  as  a voluntier  in  the 
Imperial  army,  fignalized  his  courage  in  an  extra- 
ordinary manner  on  this  occafion,  and  received  a 
dangerous  wound,  of  w^hich  he  never  perfectly  re- 
covered. The  Turks  were  afterv/ards  worlled  at 
Jabouko,  neverthelefs,  their  grand  army  invelled 
Belgrade  on  the  fide  of  Servia,  and  carried  on  the 
operations  of  the  fiege  with  extraordinary  vigour. 
The  Emperor,  dreading  the  lofs  of  this  place,  fee- 
ing his  finances  exhaulled,  and  his  army  confiderably 
diminilhed,  confented  to  a negociation  for  peace, 
which  was  tranladted  under  the  mediation  of  the 
French  ambaffador  at  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The 
Count  de  Neuperg,  as  Imperial  plenipotentiary, 
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figned  the  preliminaries  on  the  firft  day  of  Septem-  c 
ber.  They  were  ratified  by  the  Emperor,  though 
he  pretended  to  be  difTatisfied  with  the  articles  ; and 
declared  that  his  minifiier  had  exceeded  his  powers. 
By  this  treaty  the  'Houfe  of  Auftria  ceded  to  the 
^ Grand  Signor,  Belgrade,  Sabatz,  Servia,  Auftrian 
Wallachia,  the  iile  and  fortrefs  of  Orfova,  with  the 
fort  of  St.  Elizabeth;  and  the  contrading  powers 
ag-reed  that  the  Danube  and  the  Saave  fliould  ferve 
as  boundaries  to  the  two  Empires.  The  Emperor 
publiflicd  a circular  letter,  addreffed  to  his  miniflers 
at  all  the  courts  in  Europe,  blaming  Count  Wallis 
for  the  bad  fuccefs  of  the  laft  campaign,  and  difown- 
ingthe  negociations  of  Count  Neuperg : nay,  thefe 
two  officers  were  aflnally  difgraced,  and  confined 
in  different  caftles.  This,  however,  was  no  other 
than  a facrifice  to  the  refentment  of  the  Czarina,  who 
loudly  complained,  that  the  Emperor  had  concluded 
a feparate  peace,  contrary  to  his  engagements  with 
the  Ruffian  empire.  Her  General,  Coun^ Munich., 
had  obtained  a victory  over  the  Turks  at  Choezim. 
in  Moldavia,  and  made  himfelf  mafterof  that  place, 
in  which  he  found  tw'o  hundred  pieces  of  artillery  : 
but  the  country  was  fo  ruined  by  the  incurfions  of 
the  Tartars,  that  the  Mufeovites  could  not  fubhil: 
in  it  during  the  winter.  The  Czarina,  finding  her- 
felf  abandoned  by  the  Emperor,  and  unable  to  cope 
v/ith  the  whole  power 'of  tlie  Ottoman  empire,  took 
. the  firft  oppoitunity  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war 
upon  honourable  terms.  After  a fhort  negociation, 
the  conferences  ended  in  a treaty,  by  which  ffie  was 
left  in  pofieffion  of  Afoph,  on  condition  that  its 
fortifications  Ihould  be  demolifiied ; and  the  ancient 
limits  were  re-eftabliihed  between  the  two  empircs. 

§ XXIV.  A rupture  berween  Great-Britain  and 
Spain  was  now  become  inevitable.  The  Englifii 
Iquadron  in  the  Mediterranean  had  already  made 
prize  of  two  rich  Caracca  fifips.  The  King  had 
ifilied  orders  for  augn^enting  his  land  forces,  and 

Voj-.IJI.  D raifing 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND* 

raifing  a body  of  marines : and  a great  number  of 
fliips  of  war  were  put  in  commifTion.  Admiral  Ver- 
non had  been  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies,  to  afliime  the 
command  of  the  fquadron  in  thofe  feas  i and  to  an- 
noy the  trade  and  fettlements  of  the  Spaniards. 
This  gentleman  had  rendered  himfelf  confiderable 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  loudly  condemning 
all  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry,  and  bluntly  fpeak- 
ing  his  fentiments,  whatever  they  were,  without  re- 
jpe6t  of  perfons,  and  fometimes  without  any  regard 
to  decorum.  He  was  counted  a good  officer,  and 
this  boifterous  manner  feemed  to  enhance  his  cha- 
ra6ter.  A.s  he  had  once  commanded  a fquadron  in 
Jamaica,  he  was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  thofe 
feas  ; and  in  a debate  upon  the  Spaniffi  depreda- 
tions, he  chanced  to  affirm,  that  Porto-Bello  on  the 
Spaniffi  main  might  be  eafily  taken  : nay,  he  even 
undertook  to  reduce  it  with  fix  ffiips  only.  This 
offer  was  echoed  from  the  mouths  of  all  the  members 
in  the  opnofition.  Vernon  was  extolled  as  another 
Drake  or  Raleigh : he  became  the  idol  of  a party, 
and  his  praife  refounded  from  all  corners  of  the 
kingdom.  The  minifter,  in  order  to  appeafe  the 
clamours  of  the  people  on  this  fubjefl:,  fent  him  as 
commander  in  chief  to  the  Weft-Indies.  He  was 
pleafed  v/ith  an  opportunity  to  remove  fuch  a trou- 
blefome  cenfor  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons ; and, 
perhaps,  he  was  not  without  hope,  that  Vernon 
would  difgrace  himfelf  and  his  party,  by  falling  in 
the  exploit  he  had  undertaken.  His  Catholick  Ma- 
jefty  having  ordered  all  the  Britiffi  ffiips  in  his  har- 
bours to  be  feized  and  detained,  the  King  of  Eng- 
land would  keep  meafures  with  him  no  longer,  but 
denounced  war  againft  him  on  the  twenty-third  day 
of  Odober.  Many  Engliffi  merchants  began  to 
equip  privateers,  and  arm  their  trading  veflels,  to 
proted  their  own  commerce,  as  well  as  to  diftrefs 
that  of  the  enemy.  The  feffion  of  Parliament  was 
opened  in  November,  when  the  King,  in  his  fpV^ech 
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to  both  Houfes,  declared,  that  he  had  augmented 
his  forces  by  fea  and  land,  purfuant  to  the  power 
veiled  in  him  by  Parliament  for  fecurity  of  his 
dominions,  the  protedion  of  trade,  and  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  enemy  ; and  he  expreffed  his  apprehen- 
fion,  that  the  heats  and  animofities  which  had  been 
induflrioufly  fomented  throughout  the  kingdom, 
encouraged  Spain  to  a6l  in  inch  a manner  as  ren- 
dered it  necelTary  for  himi  to  have  recourfe  to  arms. 
In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  afteftionate  addreiles  were 
prefented  by  both  Houfes,  without  any  confiderable 
oppofition. 

§ XXV.  The  feceding  members  had  again  re- 
fumed their  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ; and 
Mr.  Pulteney  thought  proper  to  vindicate  the  extra- 
ordinary ftep  which  they  had  taken.  He  faid,  they 
thought  that  ftep  was  neceflary,  as  affairs  then  ftood, 
for  clearing  their  charafters  to  pofterity  from  the 
imputation  of  fitting  in  an  aflembly,  where  a deter- 
mined majority  gave  a fandtion  to  meafures  evidently 
to  the  difgrace  of  his  Majefty  and  the  nation.  He 
obferved,  that  their  condu6l  was  fo  fully  juftified  by 
the  declaration  of  war  againft  Spain,  that  any  fur- 
ther vindication  would  be  fuperfluous ; for  every 
aftertion  contained  in  it  had  been  almoft  in  the  fame 
words  infifted  upon  by  thofe  who  oppofed  the  con- 
vention : Every  fentence  in  it  (added  he)  is  an 

echo  of  what  was  faid  in  our  reafonings  againft 
that  treaty : every  pofitive  truth  which  the  de- 
claration  lays  down,  v/as  denied  with  the  utmoft 
confidence  by  thofe  who  fpoke  for  the  convention ; 
and,  fince  that  time,  there  has  not  one  event  hap- 
pened  which  was  not  then  forefeen  and  foretold.” 
He  propofed,  that  in  maintaining  the  war,  the  Spa- 
nifli  fettlements  in  the  Weft-Indies  fhould  be  at- 
tacked; and  that  the  miniftry  ftiould  not  have  the 
power  to  give  up  the  conquefts  that  might  be  made. 
He  faid  he  heartily  wiflied,  for  his  Majefty’s  honour 
and  fervice,  that  no  mention  had  been  made  of  heats 
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BOOK  and  animofities  in  the  King’s  fpeech  ; and  gave  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  they  dioultl  take  no  notice  of 
that  claiife  in  their  addi-efs.  He  was  anfwered  by 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  took  occafion  to  fay,  he 
was  in  no  great  concern  led  the  fervice  of  his  Ma- 
jefly  or  the  nation  Ihonld  fuffer  by  the  abfence  of 
thole  members  who  had  quitted  the  Houfe  : he 
affirmed,  the  nation  wats  generally  fenfible,  that  the 
many  iifeful  and  popular  aefs  which  pafTcd  towards 
the  end  of  the  lad  iehion,  v/ere  greatly  forwarded  and 
facilitated  by  the  iecedion  of  thofe  gentlemen  ; and, 
if  they  were  returned  only  to  oppofe  and  perplex,  he 
Jhci'ld  not  be  at  all  forry  to  fee  them  fecede  again. 

^ XXV' I.  Mr.  Pulteney  revived  the  bill  which  he 
had  formerly  prepared  for  the  encouragement  of 
fcamen.  After  a long  difpute,  and  eager  oppofition 
by  the  minidry,  it  paifed  both  Houfes,  and  obtained 
the  royal  afient.  Mr.  Sandys  having  obferved,  that 
there  could  be  no  immediate  ufc  for  a gi^eat  number 
of  forces  in  the  kingdom  ; and  explained  how  lit- 
tle fervice  could  be  expected  from  raw  and  undifei- 
jilined  men  ,*  propofed  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  de- 
dring  that  the  body  of  marines  diould  be  com- 
pofed  of  drafts  from  the  old  regiments  : that  as  few 
oiheers  diould  be  appointed  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
would  permit ; and  he  expreded  his  hope,  that  the 
I Joufc  would  recommend  this  method  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  in  tender  companion  to  his  people,  already 
burrhened  with  many  heavy  and  grievous  taxes. 
'Hfis  Icheme  was  repugnant  to  the  intention  of  the 
minifery,  w'hofe  aim  w’as  to  increafe  the  number  of 
rlieir  dependents,  and  extend  their  parliamentary 
intercif,  by  granting  a great  num.ber  of  commidions. 
'idle  propolal  w'as,  therefore,  after  a long  debate, 
rt^eefed  by  the  majority.  Motions  were  made  for 
an  enquiry  into  the  condufl  of  thofe  who  concluded 
the  convention  ; but  they  were  over-ruled.  The 
penuon-bill  was  revived,  and  fo  powerfully  fup- 
ported  by  the  eloquence  of  Sir  William  Wyndham, 
3 Mr. 
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Mr.  Pukeney,  and  Mr.  Lyttelton,  that  it  inade  its 


way  through  the  Commons 


where  it  was  again  loft,  upon  a divifion,  after  a very 
long  debate.  As  the  fcamen  of  the  kingdom  ex- 
preifed  uncommon  averfion  to  the  fervice  of  the 
government,  and  the  fleet  could  not  be  manned 
without  great  difficulty,  the  miniftry  prepared  a bill, 
which  was  brought  in  by  Sir  Charles  Wager,  for 
regiftering  all  feamen,  watermen,  fifliermen,  and 
lightermen,  throughout  his  Maiefty’s  dominions. 
Had  this  bill  oaffed  into  a law,  aBritifli  failor  would 
have  been  reduced  to  the  moft  abiect  degree  of 
llavery  ; had  he  removed  from  a certain  diftrict  al- 
lotted for  the  place  of  his  refidence,  he  would  have 
been  deemed  a deferter,  and  puniflied  accordingly  : 
he  muft  have  appeared,  when  fummoned,  at  alP 
hazards,  whatever  might  have  been  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  family,  or  the  ftate  of  his  private 
aifairs : had  he  been  incumbered  with  debt,  he  muft 
either  have  incurred  the  penalties  of  this  law,  or  lain 
at  the  mercy  of  his  creditors  : had  he  acquired  by 
irduftry,  or  received  by  inheritance,  an  ample  for- 
tune, he  would  have  been  liable  to  be  torn  from  his 
pofteftions,  and  fubjefited  to  hardfliips  which  no  man 
would  endure  but  from  the  fenfe  of  fear  or  indigence. 
The  bill  was  fo  vigoroully  oppofedby  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard and  others,  as  a flagrant  encroachment  on  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  that  the  Eloufe  rejected  it 
on  the  fecond  reading. 

§ XXV^II.  The  King  having  by  meifttge  commu- 
nicated to  the  Eloufe  his  intention  of  difpofing  the 
Princefs  Mary  in  marriage  to  Prince  Frederick  of 
Eleffe  ; and  exprelTing  his  hope,  that  the  Commons 
would  enable  him  to  give  a fuitable  portion  to  his 
daughter,  they  unanimoufly  refolved  to  grant  forty 
thoufand  pounds  for  that  purpofe  ; and  prefented  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  for  having  com- 
municated to  the  Houfe  this  intended  marriage. 
On  the  thirteenth  day  of  March  a ftiip  arrived  from 
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B o o K the  Well-Indies,  difpatched  by  Admiral  Vernon, 
with  an  account  of  his  having  taken  Porto-Bello, 
ifthmus  of  Darien,  with  fix  fhips  only,  and 
^ demolifhed  all  the  fortifications  of  the  place.  The 
Spaniards  adled  with  fuch  pufillanimity  on*  this  oc- 
cafion,  that  their  forts  were  taken  almoft  without 
blooddied.  The  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  joined 
in  an  addrefs  of  congratulation  upon  this  fuccefs  of 
his  Majefty’s  arms ; and  the  nation  in  general  was 
wonderfully  elated  by  an  exploit  which  was  mag- 
nihed  much  above  its  merit.  The  Commons  grant- 
ed every  thing  the  Crown  thought  proper  to  de- 
mand. They  provided  for  eight-and-twenty  thou- 
fand  land  forces,  befides  fix  thoufand  marines.  They 
enabled  his  Majefty  to  equip  a very  pow^erful  navy  : 
they  voted  the  fubfidy  to  the  King  of  Denmark ; 
and  they  empowered  their  Sovereign  to  defray  cer- 
tain extraordinary  expences  not  fpecified  in  the  efti- 
mates.  To  anfwer  thefe  uncommon  grants,  they 
impofed  a land-tax  of  four  ihillings  in  the  pound  ; 
and  enabled  his  Majelly  to  deduCc  tvvelve  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  from  the  finking  fund  ; in  a word, 
the  expence  of  the  war,  during  the  courfe  of  the  en- 
fuing  year,  amounted  to  about  four  millions.  The 
felfion  was-  doled  on  the  tv/enty-ninth  day  of  April, 
when  the  King  thanked  the  Commons  for  the  iup- 
plies  they  had  fo  liberally  granted,  and  recom- 
mended union  and  moderation  to  both  Houfes. 

An.  1740  § XXVIII.  During  the  greatefl:  part  of  this  win- 

ter, the  poor  had  been  grievoufly  afflided  in  confe- 
quence  of  a fev^ere  froft,  which  began  at  Chriflmas 
and  continued  till  the  latter  end  of  February.  The 
river  Thames  was  covered'with  fuch  a cruft  of  ice, 
that  a multitude  of  people  dwelled  upon  it  in  tents, 
and  a great  number  of  booths  were  creded  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  populace.  The  navigation  was 
entirely  flopped : the  watermen  and  fifhermen  were 
difabled  from  earning  a livelihood  : the  fruits  of  the 
earth  were  deftroyed  by  the  cold,  which  was  fo  ex- 
treme. 
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tremc,  that  many  perfons  were  chilled  to  death  ; c HA  P. 
and  this  calamity  was  the  more  deeply  felt,  as  the  ^ 

poor  could  not  afford  to  fupply  themielves  with 
coals  and  fuel,  which  were  advanced  in  price,  in 
proportion  to  the  feverity  and  continuance  of  the 
froft.  The  lower  clafs  of  labourers,  who  worked  in 
the  open  air,  were  now  deprived  of  all  means  of 
fubfiftance : many  kinds  of  manufttlure  were  laid 
afide,  becaufe  it  was  found  impradficable  to  carry 
them  on.  The  price  of  all  forts  of  provifion  rofc 
almoft  to  a dearth ; even  water  was  fold  in  the 
ilreets  of  London.  In  this  feafon  of  diftrefs,  many 
wretched  families  muft  have  perifhed  by  cold  and 
hunger,  had  not  thofe  of  opulent  fortunes  been  in- 
fpired  with  a remarkable  fpirit  of  companion  and 
humanity.  Nothing  can  more  redound  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Englifh  nation,  than  did  thofe  inftances 

of  benevolence  and  well-condufted  charity  v;hich 

¥ 

were  then  exhibited.  The  liberal  hand  was  not  only 
opened  to  the  profeffed  beggar,  and  the  poor  that 
owned  their  dillrefs ; but  uncommon  pains  were 
taken  to  find  out  and  relieve  thofe  more  unhappy 
objedfs,  who  from  motives  of  falfe  pride,  or  inge- 
nuous fliame,  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  mifery. 

Thefe  were  affifted  almoft  in  their  own  defpite.  The 
folitary  habitations  of  the  widow,  the  fatherlefs,  and 
the  unfortunate,  were  vifited  by  the  beneficent,  who 
felt  for  the  woes  of  their  fellow  creatures  ; and,  to 
fuch  as  refufed  to  receive  a portion  of  the  publick 
charity,  the  neceffaries  of  life  were  privately  con- 
veyed, in  fuch  a manner  as  could  leaft  Ihock  the 
delicacy  of  their  difpofitions. 

§ XXIX.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  fet  out  for  Hanover,  after  having 
appointed  a Regency,  and  concerted  vigorous  mea- 
fures  for  diftrefting  the  enemy.  In  a few  days  after 
his  departure,  the  fpoufals  of  the  Princefs  Mary 
were  celebrated  by  proxy,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
reprefenting  the  Prince  of  Helfe,  and  in  June  the 
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BOOK  Princefs  embarked  for  the  Continent.  About  the. 
fame  time,  a floop  arrived  in  tingiand  with  dii- 
1740.  patches  from  Admiral  Vernon,  who,  fince  iiis  ad- 
venture at  Porto-Bello,  had  bombarded  Carthagena, 
and  taken  the  fort  of  San  Lorenzo,  on  the  river  of 
Chagre,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  former  con- 
quelL  This  month  was  likewife  marked  by  tlie 
death  of  his  PrulTian  Majefiy,  a Prince  by  no  means 
remarkable  for  great  or  amiable  qualities.  He  was 
jlicceeded  on  the  throne  by  Frederick  his  eldeft  fon, 
the  late  King  of  that  realm,  who  has  fo  eminently 
diftinoruhlied  himfelf  as  a warrior  and  leoiifiator.  In. 
Auguft,  the  King  of  Great-Britain  concluded  a 
treaty  with  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe,  who  engaged  to 
furnifli  him  with  a body  of  fix  thoufand  men  for 
four  years,  in  conlideration  of  an  annual  fubfidy  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns. 

§ XXX.  Mean  while,  preparations  of  war  were 
vigoroufly  carried  on  by  the  miniflry  in  England. 
They  had  wifely  refolved  to  annoy  the  Spaniards  in 
their  American  pofleflions.  Three  fliips  of  war 
cruifing  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  fell  in  v^ith  a large 
Spanifh  fhip  of  the  line  ftrongly  manned,  and  took 
her  after  a very  obftinate  engagement  : but  the 
alfogue  fhips  arrived,  with  the  treafure,  in  Spain, 
notwithftanding  the  vigilance  of  the  Englifli  com- 
manders, who  were  Rationed  in  a certain  latitude 
to  intercept  that  flota.  One  camp  was  formed  on 
Hounfiow-heath ; and  fix  thoufand  marines  lately 
levied  were  encamped  on  the  Hie  of  Wight,  in  or- 
der to  be  eiTibarked  for  the  WeR-Indies.  Intelli- 
gence being  received,  that  a Rrong  fquadron  of  Spa- 
nifh fiiips  of  Vv^ar  waited  at  Ferroi  for  orders  to  fail 
to  their  American  fettlements.  Sir  John  Norris 
failed  with  a pov/erful  fleet  from  Spithead,  to  dif- 
pute  their  voyage ; and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
ferved  in  .perfon  as  a volunteer  in  this  expedition 
but,  after  divers  fruitlefs  effbrts,  he  was,  by  con- 
trary winds,  obliged  to  lie  inadtive  for  the  greateR 
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part  of  the  fummer  in  Torbay  ; and,  upon  advice  c H A K. 
that  the  French  and  Spanifa  fquadrons  had  lailed  to  , 
the  Weft-Indies  in  conjunftion,  the  defign  againft  1740.*^' 
Ferroi  was  wholly  laid  afide.  In  September,  a 
fmall  fquadron  of  fliips,  commanded  by  Commo- 
dore Anfon,  fet  fail  for  the  South-Sea,  in  order  to 
a61:  againft  the  enemy  on  the  coaft  of  Chili  and  Peru, 
and  co-operate  occafionally  with  i^dmiral  Vernon 
acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Darien.  The  fcheme  was  well 
laid,  but  ruined  by  unneceftary  delays,  and  unfore- 
feen  accidents.  But  the  hopes  of  the  nation  centered 
chiefly  in  a formidable  armament  defigned  for  the 
northern  coaft  of  new  Spain,  and  his  Catholick  Ma- 
jefty’s  other  fettlcments  on  that  fide  of  the  Atlan- 
tick.  Commiftions  had  been  iffued  for  raifing  a 
regiment  of  four  battalions  in  the  Englifli  colonies 
of  North-America,  that  they  might  be  tranfported 
to  Jamaica,  and  join  the  forces  from  England. 

Thefe,  confifting  of  the  marines,  and  detachments 
from  fome  old  regiments,  were  embarked  in  O6I0- 
ber  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Cathcart,  a nobleman  of  anproved  honour, 
and  great  experience  in  the  art  of  war  and  they 
failed  under  convoy  of  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  with  a 
fleet  of  feven-and-twenty  fiiips  of  the  line,  befides 
frigates,  fire-fnips,  bomb-ketches,  and  tenders. 

They  were  likewife  furniflaed  with  hofpital-fliips, 
and  flore-fhips,  laden  with  provifions,  ammunition, 
all  forts  of  warlike  implements,  and  every  kind  of 
convenience.  Never  was  an  armament  more  com- 
pletely equipped  ; and  never  had  the  nation  nrore 
realon  to  hope  for  extraordinary  fuccefs. 

§ XXXI.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  Odober, 

Charles  VI.  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  laft  Prince 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  died  at  Vienna,  and  was 
fucceeded  in  his  hereditary  dominions  by  his  eldeft 
daughter,  the  Archduchefs  Maria  Therefa,  married 
to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufeany.  Though  this  Prin- 
ccis  fucceeded  as  Queen  of  Flungary,  by  virtue  of 
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K.  the  pragmatick  ian6lion  guaranteed  by  all  the  powers 
in  Europe,  her  fuccelTion  produced  fuch  contefts  as 
kindled  a cruel  v,^ar  in  the  empire.  The  young 
King  of  Pruflia  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  Em- 
peror’s death,  than  he  entered  Silefia  at  the  head  of 
twenty  thoufand  men  ; feized  certain  fiefs  to  which 
his  family  laid  claim ; and  publifhed  a manifefto, 
declaring  that  he  had  no  intention  to  contravene  the 
pragmatick  fanction.  The  Eledor  of  Bavaria  re- 
fufed  to  acknovdedge  the  Archduchefs  as  Queen  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia;  alledging,  that  he  himfelf 
had  pretenfions  to  thofe  countries,  as  the  defeendant 
of  the  Em_peror  Ferdinand  1.  who  was  head  of  the 
German  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Aiiftria.  Charles 
VI.  was  furvived  but  a few  days  by  his  ally,  the  / 
Czarina  Arm  Iwanowna,  who  died  in  the  forty-fifth 
year  of  her  age,  after  having  bequeathed  her  Crown 
to  I wan,  or  John,  the  infant  fon  of  her  niece,  the 
Princefs  Anne  of  Mecklenbourg,  who  had  been 
married  to  Anthony  Ulrick,  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
Lunenbourg-Bevern.  She  appointed  the  Duke  of 
Courland  Regent  of  the  empire,  and  even  guardian 
of  the  young  Czar,  though  his  own  parents  were 
alive  : but  this  difpofition  was  not  long  maintained. 

§ XXXri.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  having 
returned  to  England  from  his  German  dominions, 
the  fefiion  of  Parliament  was  opened  in  November. 
His  Majefty  alfured  them,  on  this  occafion,  that  he 
was  determined  to  profecute  the  war  vigoroufly, 
even  though  France  fhould  efpoufe  the  caule  of 
Spain,  as  her  late  conduft  feemed  to  favour  this 
fuppofition.  He  took  notice  of  the  Emperor’s  death, 
as  an  event  which  in  all  likelihood  would  open  a new 
feene  of  affairs  in  Europe  : he  therefore  recommended 
to  their  confideration  the  neceffary  fupplies  for  put- 
ting the  nation  in  fuch  a pofture  that  it  fliould  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  any  emergency.  Finally,  he 
defired  them  to  confider  of  fome  proper  regulations 
for  preventing  the  exportation  of  corn,  and  for  more 
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efic^tiial  methods  to  man  the  fleet  at  this  coniunc-  C H A.  p. 
tnre.  The  Commons,  after  having  voted  an  addrefs  ^ 

of  thanks,  brought  in  a bill  for  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation  of  corn  and  provifions,  for  a limited  time, 
out  of  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  American 
plantations.  This  was  a meafure  calculated  to  dif- 
trefs  the  enem.y,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  want 
of  thefe  neceffaries.  The  French  had  contraded 
for  a very  large  quantity  of  beef  and  pork  in  Ireland, 
for  the  life  of  their  own  and  the  Spanifli  navy ; and 
an  embargo  had  been  laid  upon  the  fhips  of  that 
kingdom.  The  bill  met  with  a vigorous  oppofition  : 
yet  the  Houfe  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  fliould  be  addreflfed  to  lay  an  immediate  em- 
bargo upon  all  fliips  laden  with  corn,  grain,  ftarch, 
rice,  beef,  pork,  and  other  provifions,  to  be  ex- 
ported to  foreign  parts.  They  likewife  refolved, 
that  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  flaould  be  given  to 
Vice-Admiral  Vernon,  for  the  fervices  he  had  done 
to  his  king  and  country  in  the  Weft-Indies.  One 
William  Cooley  was  examined  at  the  bar  of  the 
Floufe,  and  committed  to  prifon,  after  having  owned 
himfelf  author  of  a paper,  intituled,  Confiderations 
upon  the  embargo  on  provifion  of  vidual.”  The 
performance  contained  many  ftirewd  and  fevere  ani- 
madverfions  upon  the  government,  for  having  taken 
a ftep  w^hich,  without  anfwering  the  purpofe  of  dif- 
trefiing  the  enemy,  would  prove  a grievous  difcou- 
ragement  to  trade,  and  ruin  all  the  graziers  of  Ire- 
land. Notwithftanding  the  arguments  ufed  in  this 
remonftrance,  and  feveral  petitions  that  w^ere  pre- 
fented  againft  the  corn-bill,  it  paflfed  by  mere  dint 
of  minifterial  influence.  The  other  party  endea- 
voured, by  various  motions,  to  fet  on  foot  an  en- 
quiry into  the  orders,  letters,  and  inftruclions,  which 
had  been  fcnt  to  Admiral  Vernon  and  Admiral 
Fladdock  : but  all  fuch  invcftigations  w'cre  carefully 
avoided. 
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§ XXXin.  A very  hoL  conteR  arol'c  f oni  a bill 
which  the’ miniftry  brought  in  under  the  Ipecioiis 
title  .of,  A bill  for  the  encouragement  apd  increaic 
of  feaunen,  and  for  the  better  and  fpeedier  manning 
his  MajeRy’s  Hect.  This  was  a revival  of  the  op- 
prelRve  fcheme  which  had  been  rejected  in  the  for- 
mer felRon ; a feheme  by  v/bRch  the  juftices  of  the 
peace  were  enapowered  to  ilfue  warrants  to  confta- 
bles  anti  headboroughs;,  to  fearcli  by  day  or  niglit 
for  Inch  fea-faring  men  as  Raould  conceal  themfelves 
within  their  refpettive  juriidictions.  I'hefe  fearchers 
were  veRcd  with  authority  to  force  open  doors,  in 
cale  of  refiltance ; and  encouraged  to  this  violence 
by  a reward  for  every  feaman  they  fliould  difcover  ; 
while  the  unhappy  wretches  fo  difcovered  were  drag-j 
ged  into  the  fervice,  and  their  names  entered  in  a 
regiRer  to  be  kept  at  the  Navy  or  the  Admiralty-' 
ORice.  Such  a plan  of  tyranny  did  not  pals  iin- 
cenfured.  Every  exceptionable  claufe  produced  a 
warm  debate,  in  which  Sir  John  Barnard,  Mr.  Pul- 
teney,  Mr.  Sandys,  Lord  Gage,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr. 
]..yttclton,  fignalized  themfelves  nobly  in  defending 
the  liberties  of  their  fellow-fubjects.  Mr.  Pitt  having 
exprefled  a laudable  indignation  at  Rich  a large  Rride 
towards  defpotick  power,  in  juRincadon  of  which 
nothing  could  be  urged  but  the  plea  of  neceffity, 
Mr.  H.  Walpole  thought  proper  to  attack  him  whtli 
fomeperfonal  farcafms.  l ie  relieved  upon  his  youth  ; 
and  obferved  that  the  difeovery  of  truth  was  very 
little  promoted  by  poinpous  dlAion  and  theatrical 
emotion.  Thefe  infinuations  expofed  him  to  a fe- 
vere  reply.  Mr.  Pitt  Randing  up  again,  laid,  “ He 
would  not  undertake  to  determine  whether  youth 
could  be  juRly  imputed  to  any  man  as  a reproach; 
but  he  affirmed,  that  the  wretch,  who  after  having 
leen  the  confequenccs  of  repeated  errors,  conti- 
nues Rill  to  blunder,  and  wlioie  age  has  only  ad- 
ded obRinacy  to  Rupidity,  is  Rirely  the  objedl  c/ 
citl'icr  abhorrence  or  contempt,  and  deferf^s  not 
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that  his  grey  head  fliould  fecure  him  from  infults : chap- 
much  more  is  he  to  be  abhorred,  who,  as  he  has  ^ ^ 

advanced  in  age,  has  receded  from  virtue,  and 
becomes  more  wicked  with  lefs  temptation  ; who 
proftitutes  himfelf  for  money  which  !ie  cannot 
enjoys  ‘‘^nd  fpends  the  remains  of  his  life  in  the 
“ ruin  of  his  country.” — Petitions  were  prefented 
from  the  city  of  London,  and  county  of  Gloucefter, 

Cigainfl:  the  bill,  as  detrimental  to  the  trade  and  na- 
vigation of  the  kingdom,  by  difcouraging  rather 
than  encouraging  failors,  and  deflrudtive  to  the 
liberties  of  tlie  fubjeA  : but  they  were  both  rejected, 
as  infults  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  After  very 
long  debates,  maintained  on  both  fides  with  extra- 
ordinary ardour  and  emotion,  the  fevere  claufes  were 
dropped,  and  the  bill  palled  with  amendments. 

§ XXXIV.  But  the  moft  remarkable  incident  of 
this  feliion,  was  an  open  and  perfonal  attack  upon 
the  minifler,  who  was  become  extremely  unpopular 
all  over  the  kingdom.  The  people  were  now,  m.ore 
than  ever,  fenfible  of  the  grievous  taxes  under  which 
they  groaned  ; and  faw  their  burthens  daily  increa- 
fing-  No  effedlual  attempt  had  as  yet  been  made  to 
annoy  the  enemy.  Expend ve  fquadrons  had  been 
equipped  s had  made  excurfions,  and  returned  with- 
out ilriking  a blow.  The  Spanifh  fleet  had  failed 
firft  from  Cadiz,  and  then  from  Ferrol,  without 
any  interruption  from  Admiral  Haddock,  who  com- 
manded the  Britiili  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  reftricfed  by  the  iri- 
flrudlions  he  had  received  from  the  miniftry,  though, 
in  fadt,  his  want  of  kiccefs  was  owing  to  accident. 

Admiral  Vernon  had  v/ritten  from  the  Weft-Indies 
to  his  private  ftiends,  that  he  w'as  neglecled,  and  in 
danger  of  being  facrificed.  Notwithftanding  the 
numerous  navy  which  the  nation  maintained,  the 
SpaniHi  privateers  made  prize  of  the  Britifti  mer- 
chant fhips  witli  impunity.  In  violation  of  treaties, 
and  in  contempt  ci  that  intimate  connection  which 
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either  Hoiife,  or  ever  threatened  to  deprive  any 
member  of  his  office  or  employment,  in  order  i6 
influence  his  voting  in  Parliament,  there  might  have 
been  fome  ground  for  this  charge ; but  when  it  was 
fo  generally  laid,  he  did  not  know  what  he  could  fay 
to  it,  unlefs  to  deny  it  as  generally  and  as  pofitively 
as  it  had  been  alTerted. — Such  a declaration  as  this, 
in  the  hearing  of  fo  many  perfons,  who  not  only 
knew,  but  fubfifted  by  his  wages  of  corruption,  was 
a ftrong  proof  of  the  .minifter’s  being  dead  to  all 
fenfe  of  fhame,  and  all  regard  to  veracity.  The 
debate  was  protradted  by  the  court  members  till 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  above  fixty  of 
the  oppofite  party  having  retired,  the  motion  was  re- 
jected by  a confiderable  majority. 

§ XXXVI.  A bill  was  brought  in  for  prohibiting 
the  praftice  of  infuring  fliips  belonging  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  nation ; but  it  was  vigoroufly  oppofed 
by  Sir  John  Barnard  and  Mr.  Willimot,  who  de- 
monftrated  that  this  kind  of  traffick  was  advan- 
tageous to  the  kingdom ; and  the  fcheme  was 
dropped.  Another  warm  contefl;  arofe  upon  a claufe 
of  the  mutiny-bill,  relating  to  the  quartering  of  fol- 
diers  upon  inn-keepers  and  publicans,  who  com- 
plained of  their  being  diftreiTed  in  furniffiing  thofe 
gueflis  with  provifions  and  neceffaries  at  the  rates 
prefcribed  by  law  or  cuftom.  There  were  not  want- 
ing advocates  to  expatiate  upon  the  nature  of  this 
grievance,  Vv'hich,  however,  was  not  redrelTed.  A new 
trade  was  at  this  time  opened  v/ith  Perfia,  through 
the  dominions  of  the  Czar,  and  vefced  with  an  ex- 
clunve  privilege  in  the  Ruffia  company,  by  an  ad  of 
Parliament.  I'he  Commons  voted  forty  thoufand 
feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  and  about 
thirty  thoufand  men  for  the  eftabllfhment  of  land- 
forces.  They  provided  for  the  fubfidies  granted 
to  the  King  of  Denmark  and  the  Landgrave  of 
HeireXaflel  j and  took  every  ftep  which  was  fug- 

geiled 
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gefted  for  the  eafe  an'd  the  convenience  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

§ XXXVII.  The  parties  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
were  influenced  by  the  fame  motives  which  a6tuated 
the  Commons.  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  had  by 
this  tirrie  refigned  all  his  places,  declared  open  war 
againfl  the  minillry.  In  the  beginning  of  the  felEion, 
the  King’s  fpeech  was  no  fooner  reported  by  the 
Chancellor,  than  this  nobleman  flood  up,  and  moved 
that  a general  addrefs  of  thanks  fliould  be  prefented 
to  his  Majefly,  inflead  of  a recapitulation  of  every 
paragraph  of  the  King’s  fpeech,  re-echoed  from  the 
Parliament  to  the  Throne,  with  expreffions  of  blind 
approbation,  implying  a general  concurrence  with 
all  the  meafures  of  the  minifier.  He  Ipoke  on  this 
fubjeft  with  an  aflonifhing  impetuofity  of  eloquence, 
that  rolled  like  a river  which  had  overflowed  its 
banks  and  deluged  the  whole  adjacent  country. 
The  motion  was  fupported  by  Lord  Bathurfl,  Lord 
Carteret,  the  Earl  of  Cheflerfield,  and  Lord  Gower, 
who,  though  they  difplayed  all  the  talents  of  oratory, 
were  outvoted  by  the  oppofite  party,  headed  by  the 
Duke  of  New^caflle,  the  Earl  of  Cholmondely,  I.ord 
llervcy,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor.  The  motion 
was  rejected,  and  the  addrefs  compofed  in  the  ufual 
fcrain.  The  lame  motions  for  an  enquiry  into  or- 
ders and  inflriKflions,  which  had  mifcarried  in  the 
I.ower  Houfe,  were  here  repeated  with  the  fame  bad 
fucccfs ; in  the  debates,  which  enfued,  the  young 
Earls  of  Hallifax  and  Sandwich  acquired  a confi- 
derable  fnare  of  reputation,  for  the  flrength  of  ar- 
gument and  elocution  whth  which  they  Contended 
r.gainfc  the  adherents  of  the  minillry.  When  the 
Houfe  took  into  Confideration  the  date  of  the  army, 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  having  harangued  with  equal 
ikill  and  energy  on  military  affairs,  propofed  that 
the  forces  Ihould  be  augmented  by  adding  new  levies 
to  the  old  companies,  without  increafing  the  number 
of  officers ; as  fuch  an  augmentation  ferved  only  to 
VoL.  III.  E debafe 
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BOOK  debafe  the  dignity  of  the  fervice,  by  raifing  tli($ 
^ lowed  of  mankind  to  the  rank  of  gentlemen ; and 
,7^0,  to  extend  the  influence  of  the  miniflier,  by  multi- 
plying his  dependents.  He,  therefore,  moved  for  a 
refolution,  that  the  augmenting  the  army  by  raifing 
regiments,  as  it  is  the  mod  unneceflfary  and  mod 
expenfive  method  of  augmentation,  was  alfo  the 
mod  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  nation.  This 
propofal  was  likewife  over-ruled,  after  a diort  thougli 
warm  contention.  This  was  the  fate  of  all  the  other 
motions  made  by  the  Lords  in  the  oppofition,  though 
the  victory  of  the  Courtiers  was  alv/ays  clogged  with 
a nervous  and  fpirited  proted.  Two  days  were  ex- 
pended in  the  debate  pi*oduced  by  L.ord  Carteret’s 
motion  for  an  addrefs,  befeeching  his  Majedy  to  re- 
move Sir  Robert  Walpole  from  his  prefence  and 
councils  for  ever.  The  fpeech  that  ulhered  in  this 
memorable  motion  would  not  have  difgraced  a 


Cicero.  It  contained  a retrofpeft  of  all  the  pub- 
lick  meafures  which  had  been  purfued  fmce  the  Re- 
volution. It  explained  the  nature  of  every  treaty, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  w'hich  had  been  concluded 
under  the  prefent  adminidration.  It  defcribed  the 
political  connexions  fubfiding  between  the  different 
Powers  in  Europe.  It  expofed  thie  weaknefs,  the 
mifcondiad,  and  the  iniquity  of  the  Minider,  both 
in  his  foreign  and  domedick  tranfa6tions.  It  was 
embelliflied  with  all  the  ornaments  of  rhetorick,  and 
warmed  with  a noble  fpirit  of  patriot  indignation. 
The  Duke  of  Argyle,  Lord  Bathurd,  and  his  other 
colleagues,  feemed  to  be  animated  with  uncommon 
An.  1 74^- fervour,  and  even  infpired,  by  the  fubje6l.  A man 
of  imagination,  in  reading  their  fpeeches,  will  think 
himfelf  tranfported  into  the  Roman  fenate,  before 
the  ruin  of  that  republick.  N everthelefs,  the  Mi- 
nider dill  triumphed  by  dint  of  numbers  i though 
his  vidtory  was  dearly  purchafed.  Thirty  Peers  en- 
tered a vigorous  proted  j and  Walpole’s  charafter 
fudained  fuch  a rude  fhock  from  this  oppofition. 
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that  his  authority  feemed  to  be  drawing  near  a pe-  CHAP, 
riod.  Immediately  after  this  conteft  was  decided,  ^ 

the  Duke  of  Marlborough  moved  for  a refolution, 
that  any  attempt  to  indict  any  kind  of  punifhment 
on  any  perfon,  without  allowing  him  an  opportunity 
to  make  his  defence,  or  without  any  proof  of  any 
crime  or  mifdemeanour  Committed  by"  him,  is  con- 
trary to  natural  juftice,  the  fundamiental  laws  of  the 
realm,  and  the  ancient  eftablifhed  ufage  of  Parlia- 
ment ; and  is  a high  infringement  of  the  liberties  cf 
the  fubjeft.  It  was  feconded  by  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
Hiire  and  Lord  Lovel ; and  oppofed  by  Lord  Gower, 
as  an  intended  cenfure  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
day.  This  fentiment  was  fo  warmly  efpoufed  by 
Lord  Talbot,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the 
former  debate,  that  he  feemed  to  be  tranfported  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  moderation^  He  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  Earl  of  Cholmiondely,  who  charged 
him  with  having  violated  the  order  and  decorum 
which  ought  to  be  preferved  in  fuch  an  aifembiy. 

His  paffion  was  inflamed  by  this  rebuke  : he  declared 
himfelf  an  independent  Lord ; a character  v/hich  he 
would  not  forfeit  for  the  fmiles  of  a Court,  the  profit 
of  an  employment,  or  the  reward  of  a penfion  : 
he  faid,  when  he  v;as  engaged  on  the  fide  of  truth, 
he  would  trample  on  the  infolence  that  fliould  com- 
mand him  to  fupprefs  his  fentiments. — On  a divifion, 
however,  the  motion  was  carried. 

§ XX  XVI 1 1.  In  the  ^ beginning  of  April,  the 
King  repairing  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  paffed  fome 
a6ls  that  were  ready  for  the  Royal  aiTent.  Then,  in 
his  fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  he  gave  them  to  under- 
Rand,  that  the  Queen  ot  ITungiry  had  miide  a re- 
quificion  of  the  twelve  thoufand  men  ilipulated  by 
treaty;  and  that  he  had  ordered  the  fubndy-troops 
of  Denmark  and  Hefie-Cairel  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
march  to  her  aififtance.  He  obferved,  that  in  this 
complicated  and  uncer  tai  n Rate  of  affairs,  many  in- 
cidents might  ariie,  and  render  it  necellary  for  Iiim 
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5 o o K to  incur  extraordinary  expences  for  maintaining  the 
^ Pragmatick-fan6tion,  at  a time  when  he  could  TiOt 
1741.  pollibly  have  recourfe  to  the  advice  and  alliftance  of 
his  Parliament,-  He,  therefore,  demanded  of  the 
Commons  fuch  a’  fupply  as  might  be  requifite  for 
thefe  ends ; and  promifed  to  manage  it  with  all  poO 
fible  Lugality.  The  Lower  Floufe,  in  their  addrefs, 
approved  of  all  his  meafnres ; declared  they  would 
eiTeftually  fupport  him  againft  all  infults  and  attacks 
that  might  be  made  upon  any  of  his  territories, 
though  not  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Bri- 
tai'n  j and  that  they  would  enable  him  to  contribute, 
in  the  moft  effeblual  manner,  to  the  fupport  of  the 
CLieen  of  Hungary.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  moved, 
that  an  aid  of  two  hundred  thouland  pounds  fhould 
be  granted  to  that  Princels.  Mr.  Shippen  protefted 
againfl  any  interpofition  in  the  affairs  of  Germany. 
He  cxprelfed  his  diflike  of  the  promife  which  had 
been  made  to  defend  Ids  Majefty’s  foreign  domi- 
nions ; a promife,  in  his  opinion,  inconfiftent  with 
that  imp)ortant  and  inviolable  law,,  the  A 61:  of  Set- 
tlement r a promife  w'hich,.  could  it  have  been  forc- 
knov/n,  would  perhaps  have  for  ever  precluded  from 
the  fucceffion  that  illuifrious  Family  to  which  tlie 
nation  owed  fuch  numberlefs  blelfings,,  fuch  con- 
tinued felicity.  The  motion  how'ever  palled,  though 
not  without  further  oppofition  3 and  the  Floufe  re- 
folved,  that  three  hundred  thouland  pounds  fhould 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  enable  him  effedtually 
to  fupport  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary.  Towards  the 
expence  of  this  year,  a million  was  dediiflcd  from 
the  finking-fund : and  the  land-tax  continued  at 
four  diiilings  in  the  pound.  The  preparations  for 
this  war  had  already  coll  five  millions.  I'he  fefiion 
was  clofed  on  the  tv^enty-fifth  day  of  April,  when 
the  King  took  his  leave  of  this  Parliament,  with 
%varm  exprelfions  of  tendernefs  and  fatisfa6lion. 
Henry  Bromley,  Stephen  Fox,  and  John  Howe, 
tiiiee  members  of  the  Lower  Floufe,  wFo  had  fig- 
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•nalized  themfelves  in  defence  of  the  Minifler,  were  chap. 
now  ennobled,  and  created  Barons  of  Montfort,  _ ^ 

llchefter,  and  Chedworth.  A camp  was  formed 
near  Colchefter;  and  the  King  having  appointed  a 
regency,  fet  out  in  May  for  his  German  domi- 
nions 

* Sir  William  Wyndham  died  in  tlie  preceding  year,  deeply  re- 
gretted as  an  orator,  a. patriot,  and  a man,  the  condant  afl'erter  of 
Britirti  liberty,  and  one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  theEnglidi  nation; 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year.  General  Oglethorpe,  governor  of 
Georgia,  had,  with  fome  fucconrs  obtained  from  the  colony  of  Caro- 
lina, and  a fmall  fquadron  of  the  King’s  Ihips,  made  an  attempt 
upon  Fort  Augnftine,  the  capita!  of  Spanifli  Florida ; and  actually 
reduced  fome  fmall  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  ; but  the 
Carolinians  withdrawing  in  difgiift,  diflentions  prevailing  among  the 
Xea-officers,  the  hurricane  months  approaching,  and  the  enemy  having 
•received  a lupply  and  reinforcement,  he  abandoned  the  enterprise, 
a^nd  returned  to  Geor2;ia. 
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§ I.  The  army  under  Lord  Cathcart  and  Sir  Chaloner 
Ogle  proceeds  to  the  hFefi- Indies.  § 11.  Nature  cf 
the  climate  on  the  SpaniJJo  main.  §111*  Ndmiral 
Vernon  Jails  to  Carthagena.  § IV".  Attack  of  Fort 
Lazar.  § V.  Expedition  to  Cuba.  § VI.  Rupture 
between  the  bjiieen  of  Hunga'ry  and  the  King  of  PruJ- 
fia.  § VH.  Battle  of  Molwitz.  The  King 

of  GreaJ- Britain  concludes  a treaty  of  ^mitrality  with 
France  for  the  eletloraJe  of  Hanover.  § IX.  yf  body 
cf  French  forces  joins  the  EleSior  of  Bavaria.  § X , 
He  is  crowned  King  of  Bohemia  at  Prague.  § XL 
Fidelity  of  the  Hungarians.  § XII.  War  between 
Ruffia  and  Sweden.  § XIII.  Revolution  in  Ruffia. 
§ XIV.  The  Spanijh  and  French  fquadrons  pafs  un- 
molefied  by  the  Englifo  Admiral  in  the  IMediterranean. 
§ XV.  InaSiivity  of  the  naval  power  of  Great- 
Britain.  § XVI.  ObftinoLte  ftruggle  in  ele Sling 
members  in  the  new  Parliament.  § XVII.  Re- 
markable motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Lord 
Noel  So?nerfet.  § XVIII.  The  country -party  ob- 
tain a majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  § XIX. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  created  Earl  of  Oxford.  § XX. 
Change  in  the  miniftry.  § XXL  Enquiry  inV  the 
adminiftration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  ^ XX 11.  Ob- 
ftruLted  by  the  new  tniniftry.  § XXIII.  Reports 
of  the  fecret  'committee.  % XXiV.  The  EleSlor  cf 
Bavaria  chofen  Emperor.  § XXV.  The  King  of 
Priffia  gains  the  battle  at  Czafiaw.  Treaty  at 
Breflaw.  § XX VI.  The  French  troops  retire  un- 
der the  cannon  of  Prague.  A frefo  body  fent  with 
the  Marefchal  de  Mallebcis  to  bring  them  off. 
§ XXVIl.  Extraordinary  retreat  of  M.  de  Belte- 
ife.  § XXVTII.  The  King  of  Great -Britain  for  7ns 
an  army  in  Flanders.  § XXIX.  Progrefs  of  the 
war  between  Ruffia  and  Sweden.  % XXX.  The 
3 King 
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King  of  Sardinia  declares  for  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 

% XXXI.  Motions  of  tho  Spaniards  in  Italy  and 
Savoy.  § XXXII.  ConduSl  of  Admiral  Matthews 
in  the  Mediterranean.  § XXXIII.  Operations  in 
. the  JAefl-Indies.  § XXXIV.  Hhe  attention  of  the 
mini  fry  turned  chi  fly  o?t  the  affairs  of  the  Continent. 

§ XXXV.  Extraordinary  motion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Eords  by  Earl  Stanhope.  § XXXVI.  JVarm  and 
obftinate  debate  on  the  repeal  of  the  Gin-ayi. 

% XXXVII.  Bill  for  quieting  Corporations, 
XXXV'III.  Convention  between  the  Emperor  and 
the  EEieen  of  Hungary.  § XX XIX.  Difference 
between  the  King  of  Eruffia  and  the  Elellor  of  Ha- 
7wver.  § XL.  Ehe  King  of  Great -Britain  obtains 
a victory  over  the  French  at  Dett ingen.  § XLI. 

Ereaty  of  Worms.  § XLII.  Conclufton  of  the  cam- 
paign. § XLIII.  Affairs  in  the  North.  §XLIV. 

Battle  of  Campo -Santo.  § XLV.  Eranf actions  of 
the  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  % XLV  I. 
Vnfuccefsful  attempts  upon  the  Spanifh  fettlements  in 
the  Wefl-Indies. 

§ I.  H E Britifh  armament  had  by  this  time  chap. 

JL  proceeded  to  a6lion  in  the  Wefl-Indies. 

Sir  Chaioner  Ogle,  who  failed  from  Spithead,  had  -1741. 
been  overtaken  by  a tempefi  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay, 
by  which  the  fleet  coniiiling  of  about  one  hundred 
and  feventy  fail,  were  fcattered  and  difperfed.  Ne- 
verthelel's,  he  profecuted  his  voyage,  and  anchored 
with  a view  to  provide  wood  and  water,  in  the  neu- 
tral ifland  of  Dominica,  where  the  intended  expedi- 
tion fuilained  a terrible  fliock  in  the  death  of  the 
gallant  Lord  Cathcart,  who  was  carried  off  by  a 
dyfentery.  The  lofs  of  this  nobleman  was  the  more 
feverely  felt,  as  the  command  of  the  land  forces  de- 
A^olved  upon  General  Wentworth,  an  officer  without 
experience,  authority,  and  refolution.  As  the  fleet 
failed  along  the  ifland  of  Hilpaniola,  in  its  way  to 
Jamaica,  four  large  jfliips  of  war  were  difcovered; 

E 4 and 
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BOOK  and  Sir  Chaloner  detached  an  equal  number  of  his 

^^fquadron  to  give  them  chafe,  while  he  himfelf  pro- 

J741.  ceeded  on  his  voyage.  As  thofe  ftrange  fliips  re- 
fufed  to  bring-to,  Lord  AuguRus  Fitzroy,  the  Com- 
modore of  the  four  Britilb  fliips,  faluted  one  of  them 
with  a broadfide,  and  a fmiart  engagement  enfued. 
After  they  had  fought  during  the  beil  part  of  the 
night,  the  enemy  hoifted  their  colours  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  appeared  to  be  part  of  the  French  fqua- 
dron,  which  had  failed  from  Europe,  under  the 
comimand  of  the  Marquis  d’Antin,  with  orders  to 
aflift  the  Spanifli  Admiral,  De  Torres,  in  attacking 
and  diftreffing  the  Engliib  ftiips  and  colonies.  War 
was  not  yet  declared  between  France  and  Eingland  ; 

• therefore  hoRilities  ceafed  : the  Engfifli  and  French 
commanders  complimented  each  other  j excufed 
tliemfelves  mutually,  for  the  nuRake  Vv^hich  had  hap- 
pened ; and  parted  as  friends,  witii  a confiderable  lofs 
of  men  on  both  fides. 

§ II.  In  the  iTiean  time  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  arrived 
at  Jamaica,  where  he  joined  Vice- Admiral  Vernon, 
who  now  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  moll  for- 
midable fleet  and  army  that  ever  viflted  thofe  feas, 
vdth  full  power  to  a6l  at  difcretion.  I'he  conjoined 
fquadrons  confifted  of  nine-and-twenty  flups  of  the 
line,  with  almofl  an  equal  number  of  frigates,  fire- 
fhips,  and  bomb-ketches,  well  manned,  and  plenti- 
fully fupplied  with  all  kinds  of  provifions,  flores,  and 
neceffaries.  The  number  of  feamen  amounted  to 
fifteen  thoufand  : that  of  the  land-forces,  including 
the  American  regiment  of  four  battalions,  and  a 
body  of  negroes  inlifted  at  Jamaica,  did  not  fall 
fhort  of  twelve  thoufand.  FI ad  this  armament  been 
ready  to  a6l  in  the  proper  feafon  of  the  year,  under 
the  condudl  of  wife,  experienced  ofheers,  united  in 
councils,  and  fteadily  attached  to  the  intereft  and 
honour  of  their  country,  the  Havannah,  and  the 
whole  ifland  of  Cubti,  might  have  been  eafily  re- 
duced: the  whole  tieafure  of  the  Spanifli  Weft- 

Indies 
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Indies  would  have  been  intercepted ; and  Spain  chap. 
inuft  have  been  humbled  into  the  moft  abjedl  llib-  ^ 
milTion.  But  feveral  unfavourable  circumftances 
concurred  to  fruftrate  the  hopes  of  the  publick. 

The  miniftry  had  detained  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  at 
Spithead,  without  any  vifible  caufe,  until  the  feafon 
for  aftion  was  almoft  cxhaufted  ; for,  on  the  conti- 
nent of  New  Spain,  the  periodical  rains  begin  about 
the  end  of  April ; and  this  change  in  the  atmofphere 
is  always  attended  with  epidemical  diftempers,  which 
render  the  climate  extremely  unhealthy  : behdes, 
the  rain  is  fo  exceffive,  that  for  the  fpace  of  two 
months  no  army  can  keep  the  field. 

§111.  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  arrived  at  Jamaica  on 
the  ninth  day  of  January  3 and  Admiral  Vernon  did 
not  fail  on  his  intended  expedition  till  towards  the 
end  of  the  month.  Inftead  of  diredling  his  courfe 
to  the  Havannah,  which  lay  to  leeward,  and  might 
have  been  reached  in  Rfs  than  three  days,  he  re- 
jblved  to  beat  up  againit  the  wind  to  Hifpaniola,  in 
order  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  French  fquadron, 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  d’Antin.  The  fifteenth 
day  of  February  had  elapfed  befoi'e  he  received  cer- 
tain information  that  the  French  Admiral  had  failed 
for  Europe,  in  great  diftrefs,  for  want  of  men  and 
provifions,  which  he  could  not  procure  in  the  Weft- 
Indies.  ^Admiral  Vernon,  thus  diiappointed,  called 
a council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  determined  to  pro- 
ceed for  Carthao;cna.  The  fieet,  beinu;  firoplied  with 
wood  and  water  at  Hifipanioia,  let  fail  for  the  conti- 
nent ofNew-Spain,  and  on  tire  fourth  of  March 
anchored  in  Ifiaya  Grande,  to  the  vdndward  of  Car- 
thagena.  Admiral  de  Torres  had  already  failed  to 
the  Havannah : but  Carthagena  was  ftrongly  forti- 
fied, and  the  garrilbn  reinforced  by  the  crew’s  of  a 
linall  fquadron  of  large  llrips,  commanded  by  Don 
Bias  cleLefo,  an  officer  of  experience  and  reputatkin. 
i lerc  the  Iinglilh  Admiial  lay  inactive  till  the  ninth, 
vvhen  the  tioop's  were  landed  on  the  ifiand  of  Tierra 
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o K Bomba,  near  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  known  by 
the  name  of  Bo(pa-chica,  or  lattle-rnouth,  which  was 
{virprifingiy  fortified  with  caflies,  batteries,  booms, 
chains,  cables,  and  fn ips  of  war.  1 he  Britilli  forces 
erected  a battery  on  ihore,  with  which  they  made  a 
breach  in  the  principal  fort,  while  the  Admiral  fent 
in  a number  of  fhips  to  divide  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
and  co-operate  with  the  endeavours  of  the  army, 
l.ord  Aubrey  Beauclerc,  a gallant  officer,  who  com- 
manded one  ot  thefe  ffiips,  was  flain  on  this  occa- 
fion.  The  breach  being  deemed  practicable,  the 
forces  advanced  to  the  attack;  hut  the  forts  and 
batteries  w^ere  abandoned  : the  Spanilli  flrips  that 
lay  athwart  the  harbour’s  mouth  were  deftroyed  or 
taken ; the  paflage  was  opened,  and  the  fleet  entered 
vrithout  further  oppofition.  Then  the  forces  were 
reimbarked  with  the  artillery,  and  landed  within  a 
mile  of  Carthagena,  where  tfley  were  oppofed  by 
about  feven  hundred  Spaniards,  whom  they  obliged 
to  retire.  The  Admiral  and  General  had  contrac- 
ted a hearty  contempt  for  each  other,  and  took  all 
opportunities  of  exprefling  their  mutual  diflike  : fan 
from  ading  vigoroufly  in  concert,  for  the  advantage 
of  the  community,  they  maintained  a mutual  referve, 
and  feparate  cabals ; and  each  proved  nrore  eager 
for  the  difgrace  of  his  rival,  than  zealous  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  nation. 

§ IV.  The  General  complained  that  the  fleet  lay 
idle,  v/hile  his  troops  were  harralTed  and  diminiflred 
by  hard  duty  and  diftemper.  The  Admiral  affirmed, 
that  his  fhips  could  not  lie  near  enough  to  batter 
the  town  of  Carthagena  : he  upbraided  the  General 
with  inadivity  and  want  of  refolution  to  attack  the 
fort  of  St.  Lazar,  which  commanded  the  town,  and 
might  be  taken  by  fcalade.  Wentworth,  ftimulated 
by  thefe  reproaches,  refolved  to  try  the  experiment. 
H is  forces  marched  up  to  the  attack  ; but  the  guides 
being  flain,  they  millook  their  route,  and  advanced 
to  the  ftrongefl:  part  of  the  fortification,  where  they 
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were  moreover  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  town.  Co-  chap. 
ionel  Grant,  who  commanded  the  grenadiers,  was 
mortally  wounded  : the  fcallng-ladders  were  found 
too  fliort : the  officers  were  perplexed  for  want  of 
orders  and  direftions  : yet  the  foldiers  fuftained  a 
fevere  fire  for  feveral  hours  with  furprifing  intrepi- 
dity, and  at  length  retreated,  leaving  about  fix  hun- 
dred killed  or  v/ounded  on  the  fpot.  'Eheir  num- 
ber was  now  fo  nauch  reduced,  that  they  could  no 
longer  maintain  their  footing  on  fiiore ; befidesj 
the  rainy  feafon  had  begun  with  fuch  violence,  as 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  them  to  live  in  camp. 

They  were,  therefore,  reimbarked  : and  all  hope 
of  further  fuccefs  immediatelv  vanifiaed.  The  Ad- 
miral,  however,  in  order  to  demonftrate  the  imprac- 
ticability of  taking  the  place  by  fea,  fent  in  the  Gal- 
licia,  one  of  the  Spaniffi  lliips  which  had  been  taken 
at  Boca-chica,  to  cannonade  the  town,  with  fixteen 
guns  mounted  on  one  fide,  like  a fioating  battery. 

This  veffel,  manned  by  detachments  of  volunteers 
from  different  fliips,  and  commanded  by  Captain 
Hore,  was  warped  into  the  inner  harbour,  and 
moored  before  day,  at  a confiderable  diftance  from 
the  walls,  in  very  fhallow  water.  In  this  pofitiori 
fine  Rood  the  fire  of  feveral  batteries  for  fome  hours, 
without  doing  or  fuftaining  much  damage  ; then  the 
Admiral  ordered  the  men  to  be  bx-ought  off  in  boats, 
and  the  cables  to  be  cut  j fo  that  ilie  drove  with  the 
fca-breeze  upon  a fhoal,  where  Ihe  was  foon  filled 
with  water.  This  exploit  was  abfurd,  and  the  infe- 
rence which  the  Admiral  drew  from  it  altogether 
fallacious.  He  faid  it  plainly  proved,  that  there 
was  not  depth  of  water  in  the  inner  harbour,  fiuffi- 
cient  to  admit  large  fliips  near  enough  to  batter 
riie  town,  with  any  profped  of  fuccefs.  This,  in- 
deed, was  the  cafe  in  that  part  of  the  harbour  to 
which  the  Gallicia  was  conducted  : but  a little  far- 
ther to  the  left,  he  might  have  ftationed  four  or  five 
of  his  largefl:  fliips  a-breaft,  within  piflol-finot  of  the 
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wdls ; and  if  this  Rep  had  been  taken,  when  the 
land  forces  marched  to  the  attack  of  St.  Lazar,  in 
all  probability  the  town  would  have  been  furren- 
dered. 

§ V.  After  the  reimbarkation  of  the  troops,  the 
diflempers  peculiar  to  the  climate  and  feafon  began 
to  rage  with  redoubled  fury  5 and  great  numbers  of 
thofe  who  efcaped  the  vengeance  of  the  enemy  pe- 
rifhed  by  a more  painful  and  inglorious  fate.  No- 
thing v/as  heard  but  complaints  and  execrations : 
the  groans  of  the  dying,  and  the  fervice  for  the 
dead : nothing  was  feen  but  obje6ls  of  woe,  and 
images  of  dejebbion.  The  condu61:ors  of  this  un- 
fortunate expedition,  agreed  in  nothing  but  the  ex- 
pediency of  a fpeedy  retreat  from  this  fcene  of  mifery 
and  difgrace.  The  fortifications  of  the  harbour  were 
demolifhed,  and  the  fleet  returned  to  Jamaica. 
The  mifcarriage  of  this  expedition,  which  had  cofl 
the  nation  an  immenfe  fum  of  money,  was  no  fooner 
known  in  England,  than  the  kingdom  was  filled 
with  murmurs  and  difcontent,  and  the  people  were 
deprefied,  in  proportion  to  that  fanguine  hope  by 
which  they  had  been  elevated.  Admiral  Vernon, 
inftead  of  undertaking  any  enterprize  which  might 
have  retrieved  the  honour  of  the  Britilh  arms,  fet 
fail  from  Jamaica  with  the  forces  in  July,  and  an- 
chored at  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  Cuba,  in  a bay,  on 
which  he  beilowed  the  appellation  of  Cumberland 
Harbour.  The  troops  were  landed,  and  encamped 
at  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles  farther  up  the  river, 
where  they  remained  totally  inadlive,  and  fubfifted 
chiefly  on  fait  and  damaged  provifions,  till  the 
month  of  November,  when,'  being  confiderably 
diminilhed  by  ficknefs,  they  were  put  on  board 
again,  and  rc-conveyed  to  Jamaica.  He  was  after- 
ward? reinforced  from  England  by  four  fliips  of  war, 
and  about  three  thoufand  foldiers  : but  he  performed 
.nothing  worthy  of  the  reputation  he  had  acquired ; 
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and  the  people  began  to  perceive  that  they  had  mil-  chap. 
taken  his  charafter.  ^ 

§ VI.  The  affairs  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
were  now  more  than  ever  embroiled.  The  King  of 
Pruffia  had  demanded  of  the  court  of  Vienna  part  of 
Silefia,  by  virtue  of  old  treaties  of  co-fraternity, 
which  were  either  obfolete  or  annulled;  and  pro- 
mifed  to  afiift  the  Queen  with  all  his  forces,  in  cale 
llie  flioiild  comply  with  his  demand  : but  this  being 
reje6ted  with  difdain,  he  entered  Silefia  at  the  head 
of  an  army,  and  profecuted  his  conquelds  with  great 
rapidity.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary was  crowned  at  Prefburg,  after  having  figned 
a capitulation,  by  which  the  liberties  of  that  king- 
dom were  confirmed ; and  the  Grand  Duke  her  con- 
fort  was,  at  her  requell,  aflbciated  w'ith  her  for  ten 
years  in  the  government.  At  the  fame  time  the 
States  of  Hungary  refufed  to  receive  a memorial 
from  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.  During  thefe  tranf- 
adtions,  his  Pruffian  Majeffy  made  his  publick  en- 
terance  into  Breflau,  and  confirmed  all  the  privi- 
leges of  the  inhabitants.  One  of  his  Generals  fur- 
prized  the  towm  and  fortrefs  of  Tablunka,  on  the 
confines  of  Hungary : Prince  Leopold  of  Anhalt- 
Defiau,  W’ho  commanded  another  army,  whicli 
formed  the  blockade  of  Great  Glogau  on  the  Oder,  ' 
rook  the  place  by  icalade,  made  the  Generals  Wal- 
lis and  Reyfici  prifoners,  with  a thoufand  men  that 
were  in  garrifon  : here,  likewife,  the  victor  found 
the  military  chefi,  fifty  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  and 
a great  quantity  of  aimriunition. 

§ Vn.  The  Queen  of  Hungary  had  follicited 
the  maritime  powers  for  affifbance,  but  found  tliem 
fearful  and  backward.  Being  obliged,  therefore,  to 
exert  hcrfclf  with  the  m.ore  vigour,  fne  ordered 
Count  Ncuperg  to  affemble  a body  of  forces,  and 
endeavour  to  Itop  the  progrefs  of  tlie  Pruffians  in 
Silefia.  The  two  armies  encountered  each  other  in 
die  neighbourhood  of  Neifs,  at  a village  called  Mol- 
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BOOK  wltz ; and,  after  an  obflinate  difpute,  the  Auftrlari^ 
were  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  lofs  of  four  thoufand 
' men  killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  The  advantage 
was  dearly  purchafed  by  the  King  of  Pruffia,  His 
kinfman,  Frederick,  Margrave  of  Brandenburgh, 
and  Lieutenant-General  Schuylemberg,  were  killed 
in  the  engagement,  together  with  a great  number 
of  general  officers,  and  about  two  thoufand  foldiers. 
After  this  aftion,  Brieg  was  furrendered  to  the  Pruf- 
fian,  and  he  forced  the  important  pafs  of  Fryewalde, 
which  was  defended  by  four  thoufand  Auftrian  huf- 
fars.  The  Engliffi  and  Dutch  minifters,  who  ac- 
companied him  in  his  progrefs,  fpared  no  pains  to 
effeft  an  accommodation : but  the  two  Sovereigns 
were  too  much  irritated  againfl:  each  other  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  any  terms  that  could  be  propofed.  The 
Queen  of  ITungary  was  incenfed  to  find  herfelf  at- 
tacked, in  the  day  of  her  diflrefs,  by  a Prince  to 
whom  ffie  had  given  no  fort  of  provocation  ; and  his 
Pruffian  Majefly  charged  the  court  of  Vienna  with  a 
defign  either  to  affaffinate,  or  carry  him  off  by  trea- 
chery : a defign  which  was  difowned  with  expreffions 
of  indignation  and  difdain.  Count  Neuperg  being 
obliged  to  abandon  Silefia,  in  order  to  oppofe  the 
Bavarian  arms  in  Bohemia,  the  King  of  Pruffia 
fent  thither  a detachment  to  join  the  Eledtor,  under 
the  command  of  Count  Defau,  who,  in  his  route, 
reduced  Glatz  and  Neifs,  almofl  without  oppof- 
tion : then  his  mafter  received  the  homage  of  the 
. Silefan  States  at  Brefaw,  and  returned  to  Berlin. 
In  December,  the  Pruffian  army  was  diffributed  in 
winter  quarters  in  Moravia,  after  having  taken  Ol- 
mutz,  the  capital  of  that  province ; and  in  March 
his  Pruffian  Majefly  formed  a camp  of  obfervation  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Magdeburg. 

§ VIIL  The  Eledlor  of  Hanover  was  alarmed  at 
the  fuGcefs  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  in  apprehenfion 
that  he  would  become  too  formidable  a neighbour. 
A fcheine  w'^as  faid  to  have  been  propofed  to  the 
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court  of  Vienna,  for  attacking  that  Prince’s  eleOlo-  chap. 
ral  dominions,  and  dividing  the  conqueft : but  it 
never  was  put  in  execution.  Neverthelefs,  the  troops 
of  Hanover  were  augmented:  the  auxiliary  Danes 
and  Heffians  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain  were  or- 
dered to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  ; and  a good  num- 
ber of  Britifh  forces  encamped  and  prepared  for 
embarkation.  The  fubfidy  of  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  granted  by  Parliament,  was  remitted 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ; and  every  thing  feemed 
to  prefage  the  vigorous  interpofition  of  his  Brican- 
nick  Majefliy.  But  in  a little  time  after  his  arrival 
at  Hanover,  that  fpirit  of  adtion  feemed  to  flag,  even 
while  her  Hungarian  Maiefty  tottered  on  the  verge 
of  ruin.  France  refolved  to  feize  this  opportunity 
of  crufliing  the  Floufe  of  Auflria.  In  order  to  inti- 
midate the  Elector  of  Hanover,  Marefchal  Malle- 
bois  was  fent  with  a numerous  army  into  W eftpha- 
iia ; and  this  expedient  proved  effedtual.  A treaty 
of  neutrality  was  concluded  ; and  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  engaged  to  vote  for  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
at  the  enfuing  eledtion  of  an  Emperor.  The  delign 
of  the  French  court  was  to  raife  this  Prince  to  the 
Imperial  dignity,  and  fiirnifli  him  with  fuch  fuc- 
cours  as  fliould  enable  him  to  deprive  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  of  her  hereditaiy  dominions. 

§ IX.  While  the  French  minifter  at  Vienna  en- 
deavoured to  amufe  the  Queen  with  the  ftrongeft 
affurances  of  his  Mailer’s  friendlliip,  a body  of  five- 
and-thirty  thoufand  men  began  their  march  for  Ger- 
many, in  order  to  join  the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria  : ano- 
ther French  army  was  alfembled  upon  the  Rhine; 
and  the  Count  de  Belleifle  being  provided  tvith  large 
films  of  money,  was  fent  to  negociate  wdth  different 
eledlors.  Flaving  thus  fecured  a majority  of  voices, 
he  proceeded  to  Munich,  where  he  prefented  tire 
Eiedor  of  Bavaria  with  a commiflion,  appointing 
him  Generalilflmo  of  the  French  troops  marching  to 
jiis  afliftance ; and  now  the  treaty  of  Nymphenburg 
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BOOK  was  concluded.  The  French  King  engaged  td 
afTiil:  the  Elector  with  his  whole  power,  towards 
Vailing  him  to  the  Imperial  throne:  the  Eledtor  pro- 
mifed,  that  after  his  elevation  he  would  r^per  at- 
tempt to  recover  any  of  the  towns  or  provinces  of 
the  empire  which  France  had  conquered : that  he 
would,  in  his  Imperial  capacity,  renounce  the  bar- 
rier-treaty j and  agree  that  France  fliould  irrevoca- 
bly retain  whatever  places  flie  Ihould  fubdue  in  the 
Aullrian  Netherlands.  The  next  Rep  of  BelleiQe 
was  to  negociate  another  treaty  between  France  and 
Prullia,  importing,  That  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria 
Riould  poflefs  Bohemia,  Upper  AuRria,  and  the 
'J'yi'olefe  : That  the  King  of  Poland  flioiild  be  gra- 
tified with  Moravia  and  Upper  Silelia  ; and  that  his 
PruRian  MajeRy  lliould  retain  Lower  Sildia,  with 
the  town  of  Neiis  and  the  county  of  Glatz.  Thefe 
precautions  being  taken,  the  Count  de  Belleifle  re- 
paired to  Franckfort,  in  quality  of  Ambafllidor  and 
Plenipotentiary  from  France,  at  the  Imperial  diet  of 
declion.  It  was  in  this  city  that  the  French  King 
jniblitlied  a declaration,  fignifying,  that  as  the  King 
of  (R-eat-Britain  had  alfemblcd  an  army  to  influence 
the  approaching  elefiion  of  an  Emperor,  his  MoR 
ChriRian  MajeRy,  as  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of 
WeRphalia,  had  ordered  fome  troops  to  advance 
towards  the  Rhine,  with  a view  to  maintain  the 
tranquillity  of  the  Germanick  body,  and  fecure  tlie 
frt'edom  of  the  Imperial  eleclion. 

X.  In  lulv,  the  kdeclor  of  Bavaria,  beiiifr 
joined  by  tli(‘  1^'rencli  forces  under  Alarefchal  Broglio, 
fur-prized  tlie  Imperial  city  of  Pallau,  upon  the  Da- 
nube : and  entering  Lpper  jVuRria,  at  the  head  of 
Icventy  thouiand  men,  took  poRelRon  of  Idntz, 
where  he  received  the  homat>;e  of  the  States  of  that 
country.  UnderRanding  that  the  garrifon  of  Vienna 
was  very  numerous,  and  that  Count  Palfi  had  af- 
fembled  tliirtv  thoufand  lluiifiarians  in  the  neio-h- 
b'jurliood  of  this  caj'if.il,  he  ir.nje  no  farther  pro- 
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grefs  in  Auftria,  but  marched  into  Bohemia^  where  c H A F* 
he  was  reinforced  by^a  confiderable  body  of  Saxons, 
under  the  command  of  Count  Rutowf!<i,  natural 
Ton  to  the  late  King  of  Poland.  By  this  time  his 
Polifli  Maielly  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Nym- 
phenburg,  and  declared  war  againtt  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  on  the  moft  frivolous  pretences.  The 
Elector  of  Bavaria  advanced  to  Prague,  which  was 
taken  in  the  night  by  fcalade : an  atchievement  in 
which  Maurice  Count  of  Saxe,  another  natural  fon 
of  the  King  of  Poland,  diftinguiflied  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  French  forces.  In  December  the  Elec- 
tor of  Bavaria  made  his  publick  entry  into  his  capi- 
tal, where  he  was  proclaimed  King  of  Bohemia,  and 
Inaugurated  with  the  ufual  folemnities  3 then  he  fet 
out  for  Franckfort,  to  be  prefent  at  the  diet  of 
eleflion. 

§ XI.  At  this  period  the  Queen  of  Hungary  faw 
herfelf  abandoned  by  all  her  allies,  and  feemingly 
devoted  to  deftruflion.  She  was  not,  how'ever,  for- 
faken  by  her  courage  ; nor  deflitute  of  good  officers, 
and  an  able  miniftry.  She  retired  to  Prdburg,  and 
in  a pathetick  Latin  fpeech  to  the  States,  expreffied 
her  confidence  in  the  loyalty  and  valour  of  her  Hun- 
garian fubjects.  The  nobility  of  that  kingdom, 
touched  with  her  prefence  and  diflrefs,  aiTured  her 
unanimoufly,  that  they  would  facrihce  their  lives 
and  fortunes  in  her  defence.  The  ban  bein^  raifed, 
that  brave  people  crowded  to  her  handard  3 and  the 
diet  expreffied  their  refentment  againft  her  enemy  by 
a publick  edi6l,  excluding  for  ever  the  elebloral 
Houfe  of  Bavaria  from  the  fucceffiion  to  the  Crown 
of  Hungary;  yet,  without  the  fubfidy  fhe  received 
from  Great-Britain,  their  courage  and  attachment 
would  have  proved  ineffectual.  By  this  fupply  ffie 
v/as  enabled  to  pay  her  army,  erect  magazines, 
complete  her  warlike  preparations,  and  put  heritrong 
places  in  a pofture  of  defence.  In  December,  her 
Generals,  Berenclau  and  Mentzel,  defeated  Count 
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Thoring,  who  commanded  eight  thoiiland  men,  ac 
the  ]')ars  of  Scardingen,  and  opening  their  way  jnto 
Bavaria,  laid  the  whole  country  under  contribution  ; 
while  Count  Khevcnliiiller  retook  the  city  ofLintz, 
and  ilrove  the  French  troops  out  of  Aullria.  I'he 
Grand  Signor  alTured  the  C^ieen  of  Hungary,  tliar 
far  froni  taking  advantage  of  her  troubles,  he  lliould 
feize  all  opportunities  to  convince  her  of  his  friend- 
Ihip  ; the  Pope  permitted  her  to  levy  a tenth  on  the 
revenues  of  the  clergy  within  her  dominions  i and 
even  to  ufe  all  tho  church-platc  for  the  fupport  of 
the  war. 

§ XH.  As  the  Czarina  exprefled  an  inclination  to 
adiil  this  unfortunate  Princefs,  the  French  court 
relblved  to  find  her  employment  in  another  quarter, 
'Piicy  had  already  gained  over  to  their  interell  Count 
(dyllenburg,  Brime-Minilter  and  Prcfident  of  the 
Chancery  in  Sweden.  A difpute  happening  between 
Ifim  and  Mr.  Burnaby,  the  Britifli  relident  at  Stock- 
holm, fome  warm  altercation  palled  : Mr.  Burnaby 
was  forbid  the  court,  and  publillied  a memorial  in 
his  own  vindication  : on  the  other  hand,  the  King 
of  Sweden  jultilied  liis  conduct  in  a refeript  lent  to 
!ill  the  foreign  minifters.  The  King  of  Great-  Bri- 
tain had  j)ropofed  a lublidy-treaty  to  Sweden,  which, 
from  the  intluence  of  French  councils,  was  rejeefted, 
'Phe  Swedes  having  alfembled  a numerous  army  in 
Finland,  and  equipped  a large  fquadron  of  Ibips, 
declared  war  againll  RuHia,  upon  the  moll  trifling 
pretences  j and  the  fleet  putting  to  lea,  commenced 
holtilities  by  blocking  up  the  Ruflian  ports  in  Li-^ 
vonia.  A body  of  eleven  thoufand  Swedes,  com- 
manded by  General  Wrangcl,  having  advanced  to 
Willmenllrane,  were,  in  Augull,  attacked  and  de- 
feated by  (}eneral  Lafci,  at  the  head  of  thirty  thou- 
ftnd  Ruflians.  Count  la'wenhaiq-it,  who  com- 
manded the  main  army  of  the  Swedes,  relblved  to 
take  vengeance  for  this  difgrace,  after  the  Rulfian 
troops  had  retired  into  winter-quarters.  In  Decem- 
ber 
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ber  he  marched  towards  W ybourg : but,  receiving  ( 
letters  from  the  Prince  of  Heffe-Hombourg  and 
the  Marquis  de  la  Chetardie,  the  French  ambafliidor 
at  Peterfburgh,  informing  him  of  the  furprifing  re- 
volution which  had  jult  happened  in  RufTia,  and 
propofing  a fufpenfion  of  hoililities;  he  retreated 
with  his  army,  in  order  to  wait  for  further  inftruc- 
tions ; and  the  two  courts  agreed  to  a ceflation  of 
arms  for  three  months. 

§ XIII.  The  Ruffians  had  been  for  fome  time 
difcontented  with  their  government.  The  late 
Czarina  was  influenced  chiefly  by  German  councils, 
and  employed  a great  number  of  foreigners  in  her 
fervice.  Thefe  caufes  of  difcontent  produced  fac- 
tions and  confpiracies  ; and  when  they  were  difco- 
vered,  the  Emprefs  treated  the  authors  of  them  with 
fuch  feverity  as  increafed  the  general  difaffedtion. 
Befides,  they  were  difpleafed  at  the  manner  in  which 
file  had  fettled  die  fucceffiion.  The  Prince  of  Brunf- 
wick-Lunenburgh-Bevern,  father  to  the  young  Czar, 
was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  Ruffiian  nobility,  and 
his  confort,  the  Princefs  Anne  of  Mecklenburg, 
havins;  aflfumed  the  reins  of  o-overnment  durina:  her 
fon’s  minority,  feemed  to  follow  the  maxims  of  her 
aunti  the  late  Czarina.  The  Ruffian  grandees  and 
eenerals,  therefore,  turned  their  eves  upon  the 
Princefs  Elifabeth,  who  was  daughter  of  Peter  the 
Great,  and  the  darling  of  the  Empire.  The  French 
Ambaflfador  gladly  concurred  in  a projeft  fo  rdepo- 
fing  a Princefs  who  was  well  affefted  to  the  Floufe  of 
Auftria.  General  Lafci  approved  of  the  defign, 
which  was  chiefly  conduced  by  the  Prince  of  HelTe- 
Hombourg,  who,  in  the  reigns  of  the  Emprefs  Ca- 
tharine and  Peter  11.  had  been  generaliffimo  of  the 
Ruffiian  armiy.  The  good  will  and  concurrence  of 
the  troops  being  fecured,  tv;o  regiments  of  guards 
took  poffieffiion  of  all  the  avenues  of  the  Imperial 
palace  at  Peterfburgh.  The  Princefs  Elifabeth, 
putting  herfclf  at  the  head  of  one  thoufand  men,  on 
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BOOK  the  fifth  day  of  December  entered  the  winter-palace 
where  the  Princefs  of  Mecklenburgh  and  the  infant 
Czar  refided.  She  advanced  into  the  chamber  where 
the  Princefs  and  herconfort  lay,  and  defired  them  to 
rife,  and  quit  the  palace,  adding,  that  their  perfons 
wcfre  fafci  and  that  they  could  not  juftly  blame  her 
for  afierting  her  right.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
Counts  Ofterman,  Golofkin,  Mingden,  and  Mu- 
nich were  arrefted;  their  papers  and  effedls  were 
feized,  and  their  perfons  conveyed  to  Schlifielbourg, 
a fortrefs  on  the  Neva.  Early  in  the  morning  the 
fenate  affembling,  declared  all  that  had  pafled  fince 
the  reign  of  Peter  II.  to  be  ufurpation ; and  that 
the  imperial  dignity  belonged  of  right  to  the  Prin- 
cefs Elifabeth : Ihe  was  immediately  proclaimed 
Emprefs  of  all  the  Rulfias,  and  recognized  by  the 
army  in  Finland.  She  forthwith  publiflaed  a general 
acl  of  indemnity : fiie  created  the  Prince  of  Heffe- 
Ifombourg  generalifiimo  of  her  armies  : flie  reftored 
the  Dolgorucky  family  to  their  honours  and  eftates  : 
ihe  recalled  and  rewarded  all  thofe  who  had  been 
baniihed  for  fivouring  her  pretenfions : fiie  mitiga- 
ted the  exile  of  the  Duke  of  Courlandy  by  indulging 
him  with  a maintenance  more  fuitablc  to  his  rank: 
ihe  releafed  General  Wrangel,  Count  Wafaburg^ 
and  the  other  Swedilh  officers,  who  had  been  taken 
at  the  battle  of  Willmenftrand : and  the  Princefs 
Anne  of  Mecklenburgh,  with  her  confort  and  child- 
ren, were  ferit  under  a firong  guard,  to  Riga,  the 
capital  ofLivonia. 

§ XIV.  AmidH;  thcfe  tempefts  of  war  and  revo- 
lution, the  States-Gcneral  wifely  determined  tci 
preferve  their  own  tranquillity.  It  was,  doubtlefsj 
their  intereil  to  avoid  the  dangers  and  expence  of  a 
war,  and  to  profit  by  that  fiagnation  of  commerce 
which  would  neceifarily  happen  among  their  neigh- 
bours that  were  at  open  enmity  ^'ith  each  other : 
l^efides,  they  were  over-awed  by  the  declarations  of 
the  French  monarch  on  one  fidc}  by  the  power, 
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a^llvlty,  and  pretenfions  of  his  Priiflian  Majefly  one  hap. 
the  other ; and  they  dreaded  the  prorpe6t  of  a Stadt-  ^ 

holder  at  the  head  of  their  army.  Thefe  at  leall 
were  the  fentiments  of  many  Dutch  patriots,  rein- 
forced by  others  that  a^led  under  French  influence. 

But  the  Prince  of  Orange  numbered  among  his  par- 
tifans  and  adherents  many  perfons  of  dignity  and 
credit  in  the  commonwealth : he  was  adored  by  the  * 
populace,  who  loudly  exclaimed  againft  their  go^ 
vernors,  and  clamoured  for  a war,  without  ceafingi 
This  national  fpirit,  ioined  to  the  remonftrances  and 
requifitions  made  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Lon- 
don, obliged  the  States  to  iffue  orders  for  an  aug- 
mentation of  their  forces  : but  thefe  were  executed 
fo  flowly,  that  neither  France  nor  PrulTia  had  much 
caufe  to  take  umbrage  at  their  preparations.  In 
Italy  the  King  of  Sardinia  declared  for  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  : the  republick  of  Genoa  was  deeply  engaged 
in  the  French  intereft ; the  Pope,  the  Venetians, 
and  the  dukedom  of  Tufeany  were  neutral;,  the 
King  of  Naples  refolved  to  fupport  the  claim  of  his 
family  to  the  Auftrian  dominions  in  Italy,  and  began 
to  make  preparations  accordingly.  His  mother,,  the 
Qiieen  of  Spain,  had  formed  a plan  for  eredting 
thefe  dominions  into  a monarchy  for  her  fecond  fon 
Don  Philip ; and  a body  of  fifteen  thoufand  men 
being  embarked  at  Barcelona,  were  tranfported  to 
Orbitello,  under  the  convoy  of  the  united  fquadrons 
of  France  and  Spain.  While  Admiral  Haddock, 
with  twelve  fliips  of  the  line,  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
bay  of  Gibraltar,  the  SpaniHi  fleet  paffed  the  ftraits 
in  the  night,  and  was  joined  by  the  French  fquadron 
from  Toulon.  The  Britifli  Admiral  failing  frorn 
Gibraltar,  fell  in  with  them  in  a few  days,  and 
found  both  fquadrons  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle. 

As  he  bore  down  upon  the  Spanifli  fleet,  the  French 
Admiral  fent  a flag  of  truce,  to  inform  him, 'that 
as  the  French  and  Spaniards  were  engaged  in  a joint- 
expedition,  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  ad  in  concert 
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with  his  mafter’s  allies.  This  interpofition  prevented 
an  engagement.  The  combined  fleet  amounting  to 
double  the  num.ber  of  the  Englifh  fquadron.  Admi- 
ral Haddock  was  obliged  to  deflftj  and  proceeded 
to  Port  Mahon,  leaving  the  enemy  to  profecute 
their  voyage  without  molefhation.  The  people  of 
England  were  incenfed  at  this  tranfaftion,  and  did 
not  fcruple  to  affirm,  that  the  hands  of  the  Britifln 
Admiral  were  tied  up  by  the  neutrality  of  Hano- 
ver 

§ XV.  The  Court  of  Madrid  feemed  to  have 
fliaken  oflf  that  indolence  ^and  phlegm  which  had 
formerly  difgraced  the  councils  of  Spain.  They 
no  fooner  learned  the  deflination  of  Commodore 
Anfon,  who  had  failed  from  Spithead  in  the  courfe 
of  the  i^receding  year,  than  they  fent  Don  Pizzaro, 
with  a more  powerful  fquadron,  upon  the  fame 
voyage,  to  defeat  his  defign.  He  accordingly  fheered 
the  fame  courfe,  and  adually  fell  in  with  one  or  two 
fhips  of  the  Britiffi  armament,  near  the  ftraits  of 
Magellan;  but  he  could  not  weather  a long  and 
furious  tempefl:,  through  which  Mr.  Anfon  pro- 
ceeded into  the  South- Sea.  One  of  the  Spanifh 
fliips  periffied  at  fea:  another  was  wrecked  on  the 
coafl:  of  Brazil ; and  Pizzaro  bore  away  for  the  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  where  he  arrived  with  the  three  remain- 
ing ffiips,  in  a ffiattered  condition,  after  having  lofl: 

twelve 

* Tn  the  month  of  July  two  fl)ips  of  Haddock’s  fquadron  falling 
in  with  three  French  Ihips  of  war,  Captain  Barnet,  the  Englifli 
commodore,  J'uppofing  them  to  be  Spanifh  regifter  fliips,  fired  a fhot, 
in  order  to  bring  them  to;  and  they  refufing  to  comply  w'ith  this 
fignal,  a fharp  engagement  enfued  ; after  tliey  had  fought  I'everal 
hours,  the  French  commander  ceafed  firing,  and  thought  proper  to 
come  to  an  explanation,  when  he  and  Barnet  parted  with  mutual 
apologies. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  a dangerous  confpiracy  was  dlfcovered 
at  New-York,  in  North  America.  One  Hewfon  a low  publican, 
had  engaged  fevei  al  negroes  in  a defign  to  deflroy  the  town,  and 
inarfacre  the  people.  Fire  was  fet  to  feveral  parts  of  the  city;  nine 
or  ten  negroes  were  apprehended,  convifted  and  bvtrned  alive. 
Hewfon,  with  his  wife,  and  a fervant- maid,  privy  to  the  plot,  were 
found  guilty  a.nd  hanged,  fheugh  they  died  pjotefting  their  inno- 
cence. 
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twelve  hundred  men  by  ficknefs  and  famine.  The 
Spaniards  exerted  the  fame  vigilance  and  aftivity  in  j 

Europe.  Their  privateers  v/ere  lb  induftrious  and  1741, 
fuccefsfulj  that  in  the  beginning  of  this  year  they 
had  taken,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  four 
hundred  and  feven  fhips  belonging  to  the  fubjeccs  of 
Great-Britain,  valued  at  near  four  millions  of 
piaftres.  The  traders  had,  therefore,  too  much 
caufe  to  complain,  confidering  the  formidable  fleets 
which  were  maintained  for  the  protedlion  of  com- 
merce. In  the  courfe  of  the  lummer.  Sir  John 
Norris  had  twice  failed  towards  the  coafl:  of  Spain, 
at  the  head  of  a powerful  fquadron,  without  taking 
any  effedlual  ftep  for  annoying  the  enemy,  as  if  the 
foie  intention  of  the  miniftry  had  been  to  expofe  the 
nation  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  its  enemies. 

The  inadlivity  of  the  Britilh  arms  appears  the  more 
inexcufable,  when  we  confider  the  great  armaiments 
which  had  been  prepared.  The  land-forces  of 
Great-Britain,  exclufive  of  the  Danifn  and  Heflian 
auxiliaries,  amounted  to  flxty  thoufand  men^  and 
the  fleet  confifted  of  above  one  hundred  fliips  of  war, 
manned  by  fifty-four  thoufand  failors. 

§ XV^l.  The  general  difcontent  of  the  people  had 
a manifeft  influence  upon  the  eledlion  of  members 
for  the  new  Parliament,  which  produced  one  of  the 
moft  violent  contefts  between  the  two  parties,  which 
had  happened  fince  the  Revolution.  All  the  ad- 
herents of  the  Prince  of  Wales  concurred  with  the 
country  party,  in  oppofition  to  the  minifter;  and 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  exerted  himfeif  fo  fuccefsfully 
among  the  fliires  and  boroughs  of  Scotland,  that  the 
partifans  of  the  minillry  could  not  fecure  fix  mem- 
bers out  of  the  whole  number  returned  from  North- 
Britain.  They  were,  however,  much  more  fortu- 
nate in  the  ele61;ion  of  the  fixteen  Peers,  who  were 
chofen  literally  according  to  the  lift  tranfmitted  from 
court.  Inftru(ftions  were  delivered  by  the  confti- 
tucnts  to  a great  number  of  members  returned  for 
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BOOK  cities  and  counties,  exhorting  and  requiring  them  to 
oppofe  a (landing  army  in  time  of  peace : to  vote  for 
' the  mitigation  of  excife  laws  ; for  the  repeal  of  fep- 
tennial  Parliaments ; and  for  the  limitation  of  place- 
men in  the  Ploufe  of  Commons.  They,  likewife, 
infilled  upon  their  examining  into  the  particulars  of 
the  publick  expcnce,  and  endeavouring  to  redrefs 
the  grievances  of  the  nation.  Obftinate  druggies 
were  maintained  in  all  parts  of  the  united  kingdoms 
with  uncominon  ardour  and  perfeverance ; and  fuch 
a national  fpirit  of  oppofition  prevailed,  that,  not- 
withdanding  the  whole  weight  of  minidcrial  influence, 
the  contrary  intcred  feemed  to  preponderate  in  the 
new  Parliament. 

§ XVn.  The  King  returned  to  England  in  the 
month  of  Oidober  ; and  on  the  fird  day  of  Decem- 
ber the  feflion  was  opened.  Mr.  Onflow  being  re- 
ehofen  fpeaker  was  approved  of  by  his  Majedy,  who 
fpoke  in  the  ufual  dile  to  botli  Houfes,  He  obfer- 
ved,  that  the  former  Parliament  had  formed  the 
dronged  refolutions  in  favour  of  the  Queen  of  Plun- 
gary,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  pragmatick  fane- 
tion ; for  the  prefervation  of  the  balance  of  power, 
and  the  peace  and  liberties  of  Europe;  and  that  if 
the  other  powers  which  were  under  the  like  engage- 
ments with  him  had  anfwered  the  jud  expectations 
fo  folemnly  given,  the  fupport  of  the  common  caufe 
would  have  been  attended  with  lefs  difficulty.  Ele 
f^id,  he  had  endeavoured,  by  the  mod  proper  and 
early  applications,  to  induce  other  powers  that  were 
united  v/ith  him  by  the  ties  of  common  intered  to 
concert  fuch  meafures  as  fo  important  and  critical 
a conjun6lure  required : that  where  an  accommo- 
dation feemed  neceflary,  he  had  laboured  to  recon- 
cile Princes  whofe  Union  would  have  been  the  mod 
effedual  means  to  prevent  the  mifehiefs 'which  had 
happened,  and  the  bed  fecurity  for  the  intered  and 
iafety  of  the  whole.  He  owned  his  endeavours  had 
not  hitherto  produced  the  defired  eded;  though  he 
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was  not  without  hope,  that  a juft  fenfe  of  approach-  ^ 
ing  danger  would  give  a more  favourable  turn  to  the 
councils  of  other  nations.  He  reprefented  the  ne-r^ 
ceflity  of  putting  the  kingdom  in  fuch  a pofture  of 
defence  as  would  enable  him  to  improve  all  oppor- 
tunities of  maintaining  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and 
defeat  any  attempts  that  fhould  be  made  againft  him 
and  his  dominions ; and  he  recommended  unani- 
mity, vigour,  and  difpatch.  The  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons having  appointed  their  feveral  committeesy  the 
Speaker  reported  the  King’s  fpeech;  and  Mr. 
Herbert  moved  for  an  addrcfs  of  thanks,  including 
an  approbation  of  the  means  by  which  the  war  had 
been  profecuted.  The  motion  beiug  feconded  by 
Mr.  Trevor,  Lord  Noel  Somerfet  flood  up  and 
moved,  that  the  Houfe  would  in  their  addrefs  de- 
fire  his  Majefty  not  to  engage  thefe  kingdoms  in  a 
war  for  the  prefervation  of  his  foreign  dominions. 
He  was  fupported  by  that  incorruptible  patriot, 
Mr.  Shippen,  who  declared  he  was  neither  alhamed 
nor  afraid  to  affirm,  that  thirty  years  had  made  no 
change  in  any  of  his  political  opinions.  He  faid  he 
was  grown  old  in  the  Eloufe  of  Commons ; that  time 
had  verified  the  predi6lions  he  had  formerly  uttered ; 
and  that  he  had  feen  his  conjedlures  ripened  into 
knowledge.  “ If  my  country  (added  he)  has  been 
fo  unfortunate  as  once  more  to  commit  her  inte- 
reft  to  men  who  propofe  to  themfelves  no  advan- 
tage  from  their  truft  but  that  of  felling  it,  I may, 
perhaps,  fall  once  more  under  cenfure  for  de- 
daring  my  opinion,  and  be  once  more  treated  as 
“ a criminal,  for  afferting  what  they  who  puniffi  me 
‘‘  cannot  deny;  for  maintaining  that  Hanoverian 
maxims  are  inconfiftent  with  the  happinefs  of  this 
nation ; and  for  preferving  the  caution  fo  ftrongly 
‘‘  inculcated  by  thofe  patriots  who  framed  the  Ad 
of  Settlement,  and  conferred  upon  the  prefent 
Royal  Family  their  title  to  the  throne.”  He  par- 
ticularized the  inftances  in  which  the  nuniftiy  had 
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BOOK  afled  in  diametrical  oppofition  to  that  necelTaiy 

^ ^ conftitution  3 and  he  infilled  on  the  neceflity  of 

taking  fome  ftep  to  remove  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
people,  who  began  to  think  themfelves  in  danger  of 
being  facririced  to  the  fecurity  of  foreign  dominions. 
Mr.  Gibbon,  who  fpoke  on  die  fame  fide  of  the 
queflion,  expatiated  upon  the  abfurdity  of  returning 
thanks  for  the  profecution  of  a war  which  had  been 
egregioufly  mifmanaged.  ''  What  1 (faid  he)  are 
“ our  thanks  to  be  folemnly  returned  for  defeats, 
“ difgrace,  and  Ioffes,  the  ruin  of  our  merchants, 
‘‘  the  imprifonment  of  our  failors,  idle  fliows  of  ar- 
maments,  and  ufelefs  expences  Sir  Robert 
Vv^ alpole  having  made  a fhort  fpeech  in  defence  of 
the  firft  motion  for  an  addrefs,  was  anfwered  by 
Mr.  Puiteney,  who  feemed  to  be  animated  with  a 
double  proportion  of  patriot  indignation.  He  af- 
ferted,  that  from  a review  of  that  Minifter’s  conduct 
firice  the  beginning  of  the  difpute  v/ith  Spain,  it 
would  appear  that  he  had  been  guilty  not  only  of 
fingle  errors,  but  of  deliberate  treachery:  that  he 
had  always  co-operated  with  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  and  facrificed  to  his  private  intereft  the 
happinefs  and  honour  of  the  Britifh  nation.  He 
then  entered  into  a detail  of  that  conduct  againfh 
which  he  had  fo.  often  declaimed  ; and  being  tranf- 
ported  by  an  over-heated  imagination,  accufed  him 
of  perfonal  attachment  and  affe6lion  to  the  enemies 
of  the  kingdom.  A charge  that  was  doubtlefs  the 
refult  of  exaggerated  animofity,  and  ferved  only  to 
invalidate  the  Pther  articles  of  imputation  that  were 
much  bettCi  founded.  Flis  objections  were  over- 
ruled ; and  the  addrefs,  as  at  nrjft  propofed,  was  pre^ 
fented  to  his  Majefly. 

§ XVIII.  This  fmall  advantage,  however,  the 
Minifler  did  not  confider  as  a proof  of  his  having 
afeertained  an  undoubted  majority  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  There  was  a great  number  of  difputecl 
eledions  j and  the  difcufifion  of  thefe  was  the  point 
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on  which  the  people  had  turned  their  eyes,  as  theC 
criterion  of  the  Minifter’s  power  and  credit.  In  the 
firfl:  which  was  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  he 
carried  his  point  by  a majority  of  fix  only ; and  this 
he  looked  upon  as  a defeat  rather  than  a vidory. 
Elis  enemies  exulted  in  their  ftrength  ; as  they  knew 
they  fliould  be  joined,  in  matters  of  importance,  by 
feveral  members  who  voted  againft  them  on  this 
occafion.  The  inconfiderable  majority  that  appeared 
on  the  fide  of  the  adminiftration  plainly  proved  that 
the  influence  of  the  Minifter  was  greatly  diminifhed, 
and  feemed  to  prognoflicate  his  further  decline. 
This  confideration  induced  fome  individuals  to  de- 
clare war  againft  him  as  a fetting  fun,  from  whofe 
beams  they  could  exped  no  further  warmth.  His 
adherents  began  to  tremble  j and  he  himfelf  had  oc- 
cafion for  all  his  art  and  equanimity.  The  court- 
intereft  was  not  fufficient  to  fupport  the  eledion  of 
their  own  members  for  Weftminfter.  The  high- 
bailiff  had  been  guilty  of  fome  illegal  pradices  at 
the  polT  and  three  juft  ices  of  the  peace  had,  on 
pretence  of  preventing  riots,  fent  for  a military  force 
to  over-awe  the  eledion.  A petition  prefented  by 
the  eledors  of  Weftminfter  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  by  the  Houfej  and  the  eledion  was  de- 
clared void  by  a majority  of  four  voices.  The  high- 
bailiff  was  taken  into  cuftody : the  officer  who  or- 
dered the  foldiers  to  march,  and  the  three  juftices 
who  figned  the  letter,  in  confequence  of  which  he 
aded,  were  reprimanded  on  their  knees  at  the  bar 
of  the  Houfe. 

§ XIX.  The  country-party  mainfanied  the  ad- 
vantage they  had  gained  in  deciding  upon  feveral 
other  controverted  eledions ; and  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole tottered  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  Ele  knew  that 
the  majority  of  a fingle  vote  would  at  any  time 
commit  him  prifoner  to  the  Tower,  fltould  ever  the 
motion  be  made ; and  he  faw  that  his  fafety  could 
be  effeded  by  no  other  expedient  but  that  of  di- 
viding 
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BOOK  viding  the  oppofition.  Towards  the  accomplifli- 
ment  of  this  purpofe  he  employed  all  his  credit  and 
* dexterity.  His  emilfaries  did  not  fail  to  tamper 
with  thofe  members  of  the  oppofite  party  who  were 
the  moft  likely  to  be  converted  by  their  arguments. 
A meflage  was  fent  by  the  Billiop  of  Oxford  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  importing,  That  if  his  Royal 
Highnefs  would  write  a letter  of  condefcenfion  to 
the  King,  he  and  all  his  counfellors  lliould  be  taken 
into  favour ; that  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fhould  be 
added  to  his  revenue  ; four  times  that  fum  be  dif- 
burfed  immediately  for  the  payment  of  his  debts ; 
and  fuitable  provifion  be  made  in  due  time  for  all 
his  followers.  The  Prince  declined  this  propofal. 
He  declared  that  he  would  accept  no  fuch  condi- 
tions, while  Sir  Robert  Walpole  continued  to  dire6l 
the  publick  affairs  : that  he  looked  upon  him  as  a 
bar  between  his  Majefty  and  the  affedtions  of  his 
people ; as  the  author  of  the  national  grievances 
both  at  home  and  abroad  j and  as  the  foie  caufe  of 
that  contempt  which  Grcat-Britain  had  incurred  in 
all  the  Courts  of  Europe.  His  Royal  Highnefs  was 
now  chief  of  this  formidable  party,  revered  by  the 
whole  nation — a party  which  had  gained  the  afccn- 
dancy  in  the  Hpufe  of  Commons ; which  profeffed 
to  act  upon  the  principles  of  publick  virtue ; which 
demanded  the  fall  of  an  odious  Miniffer,  as  a facri- 
fice  due  to  an  injured  people  ; and  declared  that  no 
temptation  coyld  fhake  their  virtue ; that  no  art 
could  diffolve  the  cemient  by  which  they  were  united. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  though  repulfed  in  his  attempt 
upon  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  more  fuccefsful  in 
his  other  endeavours.  Ele  refolved  to  try  his  ftrength 
once  more  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  another 
difputed  eleclion ; and  had  the  mortification  to,  fee 
the  majority  augmented  to  fixteen  voices.  Ele  de- 
clared he  would  never  more  fit  in  that  Houfe  ; and 
next  day,  which  was  the  third  of  February,  the  King 
adjourned  bothHoufesof  Parliament  to  the  eigh-. 
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teenth  day  of  the  fame  month.  In  this  interim  Sirc 
Robert  W alpole  was  created  Earl  of  Orford,  and  ^ 
refigned  all  his  employments. 

§ XX;  At  no  time  of  his  life  did  he  acquit  him- 
felf  with  fuch  prudential  policy  as  he  now  difplayed. 
He  found  means  to  feparate  the  parts  that  compofed 
the  oppofition,  and  to  transfer  the  popular  odium 
from  himfelf  to  thofe  who  had  profelTed  themfelves 
his  keeneft  adverfaries.  The  countiw-party  confifted 
of  the  Tories,  reinforced  by  difcontented  Whigs, 
who  had  either  been  difappointed  in  their  own  ambi- 
tious views,  or  felt  for  the  diftrelTes  of  their  country, 
occafioned  by  a weak  and  worthlefs  adminiftration. 
The  old  patriots,  and  the  Whigs  whom  they  had 
ioined,  a6ted  upon  very  different,  and,  indeed,  upon 
oppofite  principles  of  government  ^ and,  therefore, 
they  were  united  only  by  the  ties  of  convenience. 
A coalition  was  projeded  between  the  difcontented 
Whiss  and  thofe  of  the  fame  denomination  who 

O , 

a6led  in  the  miniftry.  Some  were  gratified  with 
titles  and  offices  j and  all  were  afllired,  that  in  the 
management  of  affairs  a new  fvftem  would  be 
adopted,  according  to  the  plan  they  themfelves  fhould 
propofe.  The  Court  required  nothing  of  them,  but 
that  the  Earl  of  Orford  fhould  efcape  with  impunity. 
His  place  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  be- 
flowed  upon  Mr.  Sandy s,  who  was  likewife  appointed 
a Lord  of  theTreafury^  and  the  Earl  of  Wilming- 
ton fucceeded  him  as  firfl  Commiffioner  of  that 
Board.  Lord  Harrington  being  dignified  with  the 
title  of  Earl,  was  declared  Prefident  of  the  Council ; 
and  in  his  room  Lord  Carteret  became  Secretary  of 
State.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  was  made  M after- 
general  of  the  Ordnance,  Colonel  of  his  Majefty’s 
Royal  regiment  of  f Jorfe  guards,  Field-marllial  and 
Commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in  South-Bri- 
tain;  bur,  finding  himfelf  difappointed  in  his  ex- 
pedfations  of  the  coalition,  he,  in  lefs  than  a month, 
renounced  all  thefe  employments.  The  Marquis 
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BOO  KofTweedale  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland,  a poll  which  had  been  long  fupprefied : 
Mr.  Pulteney  was  fworn  of  the  Privy-conncil,  and 
afterwards  created  Earl  of  Bath.  The  Earl  of  Win- 
chelfea  and  Nottingham  was  preferred  to  the  head 
of  the  Admiralty,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Charles  Wager; 
and,  after  the  refignation  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 
the  Earl  of  Stair  was  appointed  Field-marfl:ial  of  all 
his  Majefty’s  forces,  as  well  as  AiTibalTador-extraor- 
dinary  to  the  States-General.  On  the  feventeenth 
day  of  February  the  Prince  of  Wales,  attended  by  a 
numerous  retinue  of  his  adherents,  waited  on  hi§ 
Majeffcy,  who  received  him  gracioufly,  and  ordered 
Jiis  guards  to  be  rellored.  Lord  Carteret  and  Mr. 
Sandys  were  the  firft  who  embraced  the  offers  of  the 
Court,  without  the  confent  or  privity  of  any  other 
leaders  in  the  oppofition,  except  that  of  Mr.  Pulte- 
hey ; but  they  declared  to  their  friends,  they  would 
ffill  proceed  upon  patriot  principles : that  they  would 
concur  in  promoting  an  enquiry  into  pair  meafures ; 
and  in*ena6ling  necefiary  laws  to  fecure  the  confti- 
tution  from  the  pradlices  of  corruption.  Thefepro- 
fefiions  were  believed,  not  only  by  their  old  coadju- 
tors in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  alfo  by  the  na- 
tion in  general.  The  reconciliation  between  the 
King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  together  with  the 
change  in  the  miniftry,  were  celebrated  with  publick 
rejoicings  all  over  the  kingdom ; and  immediately 
after  the  adjournment  nothing  but  concord  appeared 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

§ XXL  But  this  harmony  was  of  fhort  duration. 
It  loon  appeared,  that  thofe  who  had  declaimed  the 
loudeft  for  the  liberties  of  their  country  had  been 
actuated  folely  by  the  moft  fordid,  and  even  the  molt 
ridiculous  motives  of  felf-intereft.  Jealoufy  and  mu- 
tual diftruft  enfued  between  them  and  their  former 
confederates.  The  nation  complained,  that,  inftead 
of  a total  change  of  men  and  meafures,  they  faw 
the  old  miniftry  ftrengthened  by  this  coalition ; and 
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the  fame  intereft  in  Parliament  predominating  with  CHAP, 
redoubled  influence.  They  branded  the  nev/  con-^_J;^^^ 
verts  as  apofliates  and  betrayers  oi  their  country ; 174.1. 
and,  in  the  tranfports  of  their  indignation,  they  en- 
tirely overlooked  the  old  object  of  their  refcntment. 

That  a nobleman  of  pliant  principles,  narrow  for^ 
time,  and  unbounded  ambition,  fliould  forfake  his 
party  for  the  blandilhments  of  affluence,  power,  and 
authority,  will  not  appear  ftrange  to  any  perfon 
acquainted  with  the  human  heart ; but  the  fenfible 
part  of  mankind  will  always  refleft  with  amazement 
upon  the  conduft  of  a man,  who  feeing  himfelf  ido- 
lized by  his  fellow-citizens,  as  the  firfl:  and  firmefl 
patriot  in  the  kingdom,  as  one  of  the  moft  fliining 
ornaments  of  his  country,  could  give  up  all  his  po- 
pularity, and  incur  the  contempt  or  dcteftation  of 
mankind,  for  the  wretched  confideration  of  an  empty 
title,  without  office,  influence,  or  the  leafl;  fubftan- 
tial  appendage.  One  cannot,  without  an  emotion 
of  grief,  contemplate  fuch  an  inftance  of  infatua- 
tion— One  cannot  but  lament,  that  fuch  glory  fiiould 
have  been  fo  weakly  forfeited : that  fuch  talents 
lliould  have  been  loft  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  vir- 
tue. Doubtlefs  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hope 
of  one  day  dire6ling  the  councils  of  his  Sovereign ; 
but  this  was  never  accompliflied,  and  he  remained  a 
folitary  monument  of  blafted  ambition.  Before  the 
change  in  the  miniftry,  Mr.  Pulteney  moved  tliat 
the  feveral  papers  relating  to  the  conduT  of  the 
war,  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe,  fhould 
be  referred  to  a feledt  committee,  who  Ihould  exa- 
mine ftridtly  into  the  particulars,  and  make  a report 
to  the  Houfe  of  their  remarks,  and  objeftions.  The  " 
motion  introduced  a debate;  but,  upon  a divifion, 
was  rejedfed  by  a majority  of  three  voices..  Peti- 
tions having  been  prefented  by  the  merchants  of 
I.ondon,  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Glafgow,  and  almoft  all 
the  trading  towns  in  the  kingdom,  complaining  of 
the  loffies  they  had  fuftained  by  the  bad  condud  of 
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book  the  war,  the  IToufe  refolved  itfelf  into  a committee^ 
to  deliberate  on  thefe  remonltrances.  The  articles 
J741.  of  the  I. ondon  petition  were  explained  by  Mr.  Glo- 
ver, an  eminent  merchant  of  that  city.  Six  days 
were  fpent  in  penifing  papers  and  examining  wit- 
nefles  t then  the  fame  gentleman  fummed  up  the 
evidence^  and  in  a pathetick  fpeech  endeavoured  to 
demonftrate,  that  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain 
had  been  expofed  to  the  infiilts  and  rapine  of  the 
Spaniards,  not  by  inattention  or  accident,  but  by 
one  uniform  and  continued  defign.  This  enquiry 
being  refumed  after  the  adjournment,  copies  of  in- 
ftruftions  to  Admirals  and  Captains  of  cruifing  fliips 
were  laid  before  theHoufe;.  the  Commons  palled 
feveral  refolutions,  upon  which  a bill  was  prepared 
for  the  better  prote6ting  and  fecuring  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  the  kingdom.  It  made  its  way  through 
the  I .ower  Houfe ; but  w^as  thrown  out  by  the  Lords. 
The  penfion-bill  was  revived,  and  lent  up  to  the 
Peers,  where  it  was  again  rejeded,  I.ord  Carteret 
voting  againft  that  very  meafure  which  he  had  fo 
lately  endeavoured  to  promote.  On  the  ninth  day 
of  March,  Lord  I.imerick  made  a motion  for  ap- 
pointing a committee  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of 
affairs  for  the  laft  twenty  years  : he  was  feconded  by 
Sir  John  St.  Aubyn,  and  fupported  by  Mr.  Velters 
Cornwall,  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  Lord  Per- 
cival,  the  new  member  for  Weftminfter,  who  had 
already  fignalized  himfelf  by  his  eloquence  and  ca- 
])acity.  I'he  motion  was  oppofed  by  Sir  Charles 
Vfager,  Mr.  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Henry  Fox,  Sur- 
veyor-general to  his  Majefty’s  Works,  and  brother 
to  Lord  llcheller.  Though  the  oppofition  was  faint 
and  frivolous,  the  propofal  was  rejeded  by  a majo- 
rity of  two  voices.  I.ord  Limerick,  not  yet  dif- 
An.  1742.  couraged,  made  a motion,  on  the  twenty-third  day 
of  March,  for  an  enquiry  into  the  condud  of  Robert 
Earl  of  Orford  for  the  laft  ten  years  of  his  admi- 
niftration  j and,  after  a ftiarp  debate,  it  was  carried  in 
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the  affirmative.  The  Houfe  refolved  to  choofe  a C H A P. 
fecret  committee  by  ballot;  and  in  the  m.ean  time,J^^^^’  . 
prefented  an  addrels  to  the  King,  alTuring  him  of 
their  fidelity,  zeal,  and  affection. 

§ XXII.  Sir  Robert  Gojdfchall  having  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  repeal  the  a6t  for  fepten- 
nial  Parliaments,  he  was  feconded  by  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard ; but  warmly  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and 
Mr.  Sandys;  and  the  queflion  paffed  in  the  nega- 
tive. The  committee  of  fecrefy  being  chofen,  be- 
gan to  examine  evidence,  and  Mr.  Paxton,  Sollicitor 
to  the  Treafury,  refufing  to  anfwer  fuch  queftions  as 
were  put  to  him.  Lord  Limerick,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  complained  to  the  Houfe  of  his  obfti- 
nacy.  He  was  firft  taken  into  cuffody;  and  ffill 
perfifting  in  his  refufal,  committed  to  Newgate. 

Then  his  Lordfhip  moved,  that  leave  fliould  be 
given  to  bring  in  a bill  for  indemnifying  evidence 
againft  the  Earl  of  Orford ; and  it  was  aftually  pre- 
pared by  a decifion  of  the  majority.  In  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  it  was  vigoroudy  oppofed  by  Lord  Carteret, 
and  as  ftrenuoufly  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Argyle ; 
but  fell,  upon  a divifion,  by  the  weight  of  fuperior 
numbers.  Thofe  members  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons who  heartily  wiflied  that  the  enquiry  might  be 
pi-ofecuted  were  extremely  incenfed  at  the  fate  of 
this  bill.  A committee  was  appointed  to  fearch  the 
Journals  of  the  Lords  for  precedents : their  report 
being  read.  Lord  Strange,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
moved  for  a refolution,  That  the  Lords  refufino-  to 
concur  with  the  Commions  of  Great-Britain,  in  an 
indemnification  neceffary  to  the  effectual  carrying  on 
the  enquiry,  now  depending  in  Parliament,  is  an 
obftrudtion  to  juftice,  and  may  prove  fatal  to  the 
liberties  of  this  nation.” — This  motion,  which  was 
feconded  by  Lord  Quarendon,  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Lichfield,  gave  rife  to  a warm  debate;  and  Mr. 

Sandys  declaimed  againft  it,  as  a ftep  that  would 
bring  on  an  immediate  diftblution  of  the  prefent 
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BOOK  form  of  government.  It  is  really  amazing  to  fe 

^ with  what  effrontery  fome  men  can  fhift  their  majc- 
,7^77^  itns,  and  openly  contradict  the  whole  tenor  of  their 
former  conduCt.  Mr.  Sandys  did  not  pafs  uncen- 
fiired : he  fuftained  fome  fev^re  farcaims  on  his 
apoftacy,  from  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  who  refuted 
all  his  objections:  neverthelefs,  the  motion  pafiTed 
in  the  negative.  Notwithfhanding  this  great  obltruc-  • 

tion,  purpofely  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  enquiry, 
the  fecret  committee  difcovercd  many  flagrant  in- 
itances  of  fraud  and  corruption  in  whkii  the  Earl  of 
Orford  had  been  concerned.  It  appeared,  that  he 
had  granted  fraudulent  contraCfs  for  paying  the  troops 
in  the  Weft-Indies  : that  he  had  employed  iniquitous 
arts  to  influence  elections : that  for  fecret-fervice, 
during  the  laft  ten  years,  he  had  touched  one  million 
four  hundred  fifty- three  thoufand  four  hundred 
pounds  of  the  publick  money : that  above  fifty  thou- 
land  pounds  of  this  fum  had  been  paid  to  authors 
and  printers  of  newfpapers  and  political  traCts  writ- 
ten in  defence  of  the  miniftry  : that  on  the  very  day 
which  preceded  his  refignation,  he  had  figned  orders 
on  the  civil-lift  revenues  for  above  thirty  thoufand 
pounds  : but  as  the  calh  remaining  in  the  Exchequer 
did  not  much  exceed  fourteen  thoufand  pounds,  he 
had  raifed  the  remaining  part  of  the  thirty  thoufand, 
by  pawning  the  orders  to  a banker.  The  commit- 
tee proceeded  to  make  further  progrefs  in  their  feru- 

tiny,  and  had  almoft^  prepared  a third  report,  when 
they  were  interrupted  by  the  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

§ XXIII.  The  miniftry,  finding  it  was  neceflfary 
to  take  fome  ftep  for  conciliating  the  afleClion  of  the 
people,  gave  way  to  a bill  for  excluding  certain  offi- 
cers from  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  They 
paired  another  for  encouraging  the  linen  manufaClure 
a tliird  for  regulating  the  trade  of  the  plantations  ; 
and  a fourth  to  prevent  the  marriage  of  lunaticks. 

1 hey  voted  forty  thoufind  Icamen,  and  fixty-tv/o 
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tlioufand  five  hundred  landmen  for  the  fervice  of  the  c H A.  p. 
Current  year.  They  provided  for  the  fubfidies  to 
Denmark  and  Hefie-Caffel,  and  voted  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  The 
expence  of  the  year  amounted  to  near  fix  millions, 
raifed  by  the  land-tax  at  four  fiiillings  in  the  pound, 
by  the  malt-tax,  by  one  million  from  the  finking- 
fund,  by  annuities  granted  upon  it  for.  eight  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  and  a loan  of  one  million  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  from  the  Bank.  In  the 
month  of  July,  John  Lord  Gower  was  appointed 
Keeper  of  his  Majefty’s  Privy-feal  : Allen  Lord  Ba- 
thurfi;  was  made  Captain  of  the  Band  of  Penfioners ; 
and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month,  Mr.  Pultency 
took  his  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  as  Earl  of  Bath. 

The  King  clofed  the  feflion  in  the  ufual  way,  after 
having  given  them  to  underftand,  that  a treaty  of 
peace  was  concluded  between  the  Queen  of  Plun- 
gary  and  the  King  of  Prufiia,  under  his  mediation ; 
and  that  the  late  fuccefies  of  the  Auftrian  arms  were 
in  a great  meafure  owing  to  the  generous  afilftance 
afforded  by  the  Britifli  nation. 

§ XXIV.  By  this  time  great  changes  had  hap- 
pened in  the  affairs  of  the  Continent.  The  Eledtor 
of  Bavaria  was  chofen  Emperor  of  Germany  at 
Franckfort  on  the  Maine,  and  crowned  by  the 
name  of  Charles  VII.  on  the  twelfth  day  of  February. 

Thither  the  Imperial  diet  was  removed  from  Ra- 
tifbon  : they  confirmed  his  election,  and  indulged 
him  with  a fubfidy  of  fifty  Roman  months,  amount- 
ing to  about  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Auftrian  Genera],  Kheven- 
huller,  ravaged  his  eleftorate,  and  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  Munich,  the  capital  of  Bavaria  : he  like- 
wife  laid  part  of  the  Palatinate  under  contribution, 
in  refentment  for  that  Eleftor’s  having  fent  a body 
of  his  troops  to  reinforce  the  Imperial  army.^  In 
March,  Count  Saxe,  with  a detachment  of  French 
and  Bavarians,  reduced  Egra  j and  the  Auftrians 
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BOOK  were  obliged  to  evacuate  Bavaria,  though  they 
afterwards  returned.  Khevenhuller  took  poft  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Palfau,  and  detached  General 
Bernclau  to  Dinglefing  on  the  Ifer,  to  obferve  the 
motions  of  the  enemy,  who  were  now  become  ex- 
* tremely  formidable.  In  May,  a detachment  of 
French  and  Bavarians  advanced  to  the  callle  of  Hil- 
keribergh  on  the  Danube,  with  a view  to  take  pol- 
felfion  of  a bridge  over  the  river : the  Aiiftrian 
garrifon  immediately  marched  out  to  give  them 
battle,  and  a fevere  a6lion  enfucd,  in  which  the  Im- 
perialifts  were  defeated. 

§ XXV.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  had  alfembled  two  confiderable  armies 
in  Moravia  and  Bohemia.  Prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
raine, at  the  head  of  fifty  rhoufand  men,  advanced 
agairdt  the  Saxons  and  Pruffians,  who  thought  pro- 
per to  retire  with  precipitation  from  Moravia,  which 
they  had  invaded.  Then  the  Prince  took  the  route 
to  Bohemia  *,  and  Marfhal  Broglio,  who  comm.anded 
the  French  forces  in  that  country,  mufl  have  fallen 
a facrifice,  had  not  the  King  of  Priiflia  received  a 
ftrong  reinforcement,  and  entered  that  kingdom  be- 
fore his  allies  could  be  attacked.  The  two  armies 
advanced  towards  each  other;  and,  on  the  feven- 
teenth  of  May,  joined  battle  at  Czaflaw,  where  the 
Auflrians  at  firfi:  gained  a manifeft  advantage,  and 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  PrufTian  baggage  : then  the 
irregulars  began  to  plunder  fo  eagerly,  that  they 
neglected  every  other  conlideration.  The  Pruflian 
infantry  took  this  opportunity  to  rally:,  the  battle 
was  renewed,  and,  after  a very  obftinate  conteft, 
the  victory  was  fnatched  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Auflrians,  who  were  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  lofs 
of  five  thoufind  men  killed,  and  twelve  hundred 
taken  by  the  enemy.  'Phe  Pruffians  paid  dear  for 
the  honour  of  remaining  on  the  field  of  battle  ; and 
from  the  circumftances  of ‘this  adtion  the  King  is 
laid  to  iiave  conceived  a. dilgufl  to  the  war.  When 
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the  AuRrians  made  fuch  progrefs  in  the  beginning  CHAP, 
of  the  engagement,  he  rode  of?  with  great  expedition,  ^ 

until  he  was  recalled  by  a melTage  from  his  Gene-  ,7^^. 
ral,  the  Count  de  Schwerin,  affuring  his  Majefly 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  a defeat.  Immediately 
after  this  battle,  he  dilcovered  an  inclination  to  ac- 
commodate all  differences  with  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary. The  Earl  of  Hyndford,  Ambaffador  from  • 
the  court  of  Great-Britain,  who  accompanied  him 
in  this  campaign,  and  was  veiled  with  full  powers  by 
her  Hungarian  Maieily^  did  not  fail  to  cultivate 
this  favourable  difpofition  : and  on  the  firfi;  day  of 
June,  a treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  powders  w^as 
concluded  at  Breflav/.  The  C^een  ceded  to  his 
PrufTian  Majefly  the  Upper  and  Lower  Silefia,  v/ith 
the  county  of  Glatz  in  Bohemia ; and  he  charged 
himfelf  with  the  payment  of  the  fum  lent  by  the 
merchants  of  London  to  the  late  Emperor,  on  the 
Silefian  revenues.  He  likewife  engaged  to  obferve 
a flridt  neutrality  during  the  w^ar,  and  to  withdraw 
his  forces  from  Bohemia  in  fifteen  days  after  the  ra- 
tification of  the  treaty,  in  which  were  comprehended 
the  King  of  Great-Britain  Eleftor  of  Hanover,  the 
Czarina,  the  King  of  Denmark,  the  States-General, 
the  Houfe  of  Wolfenbuttle,  and  the  King  of  Poland 
Eleftor  of  Saxony,  on  certain  conditions,  which 
were  accepted. 

§ XXVI.  The  King  of  PrufTia  recalled  his  troops; 
while  Marefchal  Broglio,  who  commanded  the 
French  auxiliaries  in  that  kingdom,  and  the 'Count 
de  Bellcifle,  abandoned  their  magazines  and  bag-  ^ 
gage,  and  retired  with  precipitation  under  the  can-  ' 

non  of  Prague.  There  they  entrenched  themfelves 
in  an  advantageous  fituation  ; and  Prince  Charles 
being  joined  by  the  other  body  of  Auflrians,  under 
Prince  Lobkowitz,  encamped  in  fight  of  them,  on 
the  hills  of  Girifnitz.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Tuf- 
cany  arrived  in  the  Auflrian  army,  of  w'hich  he  took 
the  command  3 and  the  French  Generals  oflered  to 
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furrender  Prague,  Egra,  and  all  the  other  ^ places 
they  pofiefled  in  Bohemia,  provided  they  might  be 
allowed  to  march  od  with  their  arms,  artillery,  and 
baggage.  The  propofal  was  rejedled,  and  Prague 
invefted  on  ail  Tides  about  the  end  of  July.  Though 
the  operations  of  the  fiege  were  carried  on  in  an 
aukward  and  fiovenly  manner,  the  place  was  To  effec- 
tually blocked  up,  that  famine  muft  have  compelled 
the  French  to  furrender  at  difcretion,  had  not  very 
extraordinary'- efforts  been  made  for  their  relief.  The 
Emperor  had  made  advances  to  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary. He  promdfed  that  the  French  forces  fltould 
quit  Bohemia,'  and  evacuate  the  empire  ; and  he 
offered  to  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  the  kingdom 
of  Bohemia,  on  condition  that  the  Auflrians  would 
reflore  Bavaria : but  thefe  conditions  were  declined 
by  the  court  of  Vienna,  Tlie  King  of  France  was 
no  fooner  apprized  of  the  condition  to  which  the 
Generals  Broglio  and  Belleifle  were  reduced,  than 
he  fent  orders  to  Marfhal  Maillebois,  who  com- 
manded his  army  on  the  Rhine,  to  march  to  their 
relief  His  troops  were  immediately  put  in  motion  i 
and  when  they  reached  Amberg  in  the  Upper  Pala- 
tinate, were  joined  by  the  French  and  Imperialifts 
from  Bavaria,  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  having 
received  intelligence  of  their  jundtion  and  defign, 
left  eighteen  thoufand  men  to  maintain  the  blockade 
of  Prague,  under  the  command  of  General  Feflititz, 
y^hile  he  himfelf,  with  the  reft  of  his  army,  ad- 
vanced to  Haydon  on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia. 
There  he  was  joined  by  Count  Kheveqhuller,  who 
from  Bavaria  had  followed  the  enemy,  now  com- 
manded by  Count  Seckendorft',  and  the  Count  de 
Saxe.  Seckendorff,  however,  was  fent  back  to  Ba- 
varia, while  Marflial  Maillebois  entered  Bohemia 
pn  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Sepitember.  But  he 
marched  with  fuch  precaution,  that  Prince  Charles 
could  not  bring  him  to  an  engagement.  Mean 
while  Feftititz,  for  want  of  fufficient  force,  wa^j 
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obliged  to  abandon  the  blockade  of  Prague ; and  C H .4  P. 
the  French  Generals  being  now  at  liberty,  took  poll 
at  Leutmaritz.  Maillebois  advanced  as  far  as  Ka- 
dan : but  feeing  the  Auifrians  poireifed  ot  all  the 
paffes  of  the  mountains,  he  marched  back  to  the 
Palatinate,  and  was  miferably  liarralTed  in  his  retreat 
by  Prince  Charles,  w’ho  had  left  a ftrong  body  with 
Prince  Lobkowitz,  to  w^atch  the  motions  of  Belleide 
and  Broglio. 

§ XX  FI  I.  Thefe  Generals  feeing  themfelves 
furrounded  on  all  hands,  returned  to  Prague,  from 
whence  Broglio  made  his  efcape  in  the  habit  of  a 
courier,  and  w’as  fent  to  command  the  army  of 
Maillebois,  who  was  by  this  time  difgraced.  Prince 
Lobkowitz,  who  now'  directed  the  blockade  of 
Prague,  had  fo  effecftually  cut  off  all  communica- 
tion between  that  place  and  the  adjacent  countiw’, 
that  in  a little  tim^e  the  French  troops  were  reduced 
to  s:reat  extremit\\  both  from  the  feverit\’  of  the 
feafon,  and  the  want  of  provifion.  They  w'ere  al- 
ready reduced  to  the  neceffirv’  of  eating;  horfe-flefh, 
and  unclean  animals  ; and  they  had  no  other  prolpecl 
but  that  of  perifhing  by  famine  or  war,  when  their 
commander  formed  the  fcheme  of  a retreat,  w hich 
was  acftually  put  in  execution.  Having  taken  fome 
artful  precautions  to  deceive  the  enemy,  he,  in  the 
middle  of  December,  departed  from  Prague  at  mid- 
night, w'ith  about  fourteen  thoufand  men,  thirty 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  fome  of  the  principal  citizens 
as  hoflaaes  for  the  lafen'  of  nine  hundred  foidiers 
w’hom  he  had  left  in  gai-rifon.  N’otwithftandins  tlie 
difficulties  he  mud  have  encountered  at  that  feafon 
of  the  year,  in  a broken  and  unfrequented  road, 
which  he  purpofely  chofe,  he  marched  with  fuch 
expedition,  that  he  had  gained  the  palTes  of  the 
mountains,  before  he  was  overtaken  by  the  horfe 
and  hulfars  of  Prince  L/)bkowitz.  The  fatigue  and 
hardlhips  wffiich  the  miferable  foidiers  underwent 
inexprelTible.  A great  number  peri  died  in  the 
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BOOK  fnoWj  and  many  hundreds,  fainting  with  wearinefs, 
cold,  and  hunger,  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  the 
Auflrian  irregulars,  confiding  of  the  mod  barbarous 
people  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  Count  de 
Belleifle,  though  tortured  with  the  hip-gout,  be- 
haved with  furprifing  refolution  and  activity.  He 
caufed  himfeif  to  be  carried  in  a litter  to  every  place 
where  he  thought  his  prefence  was  necedary,  and 
made  fuch  difpofitions,  that  the  purfuers  never  could 
make  an  impredion  upon  the  body  of  his  troops  : 
but  ail  his  artillery,  baggage,  and  even  his  own  equi- 
page, fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  On  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  December,  he  arrived  at  Egra, 
from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Alface  without  fur- 
ther moledation : but,  when  he  returned  to  Ver- 
failles,  he  met  with  a very  cold  reception,  notwith- 
danding  the  gallant  exploit  which  he  had  performed. 
After  his  efcape.  Prince  Lobkowitz  returned  to 
Prague,  and  the  fmall  garrifon  which  Belleifle  had 
left  in  that  place  furrendered  upon  honourable  tenus  ^ 
fo  that  this  capital  reverted  to  the  Eloufe  of  Audria. 

§ XXVIII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  refolving 
to  make  a powerful  diverfion  in  the  Netherlands, 
had,  in  the  month  of  April,  ordered  fixteen  thou- 
fand  edeclive  men  to  be  embarked  for  that  country  : 
but,  as  this  dep  was  taken  without  any  previous 
concert  with  the  States-General,  the  Earl  of  Stair, 
dedined  to  the  com.mand  of  the  forces  in  Flanders, 
was  in  the  mean  time  appointed  Ambadador  Extra- 
ordinary and  Plenipotentiary  to  their  Eligh  Mighti- 
nedes,  in  order  to  perfuade  them  to  co-operate  vi- 
goroudy  in  the  plan  which  his  Britannick  Majedy 
had  form.ed  : a plan  by  which  Great-Britain  was 
engaged  as  a principal  in  a foieign  dirpure,  and  en- 
tailed upon  herfelf  the  whole  burthen  of  an  expendve 
war,  big  with  ruin  and  difgrace.  England,  from 
being  the  umpire,  was  now  become  a party  in  all 
continental  quarrels  3 and,  indead  of  trimming  the 
balance  of  Europe,  lavidieci  away  her  blood  and 
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treafiire  in  fupportlng  the  intereft  and  allies  of  a c H A P. 
puny  cle£lorate  in  the  north  of  Germany.  The._  ^ 
King  of  PrulTia  had  been  at  variance  with  the  Elec- 
tor  of  Hanover.  The  duchy  of  Mecklenburgh  was 
the  avowed  fubjecl  of  difpute  : but  his  Pruflian  Ma- 
jefty  is  faid  to  have  had  other  more  provoking  caufes 
of  complaint,  which,  however,  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  divulge.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  found 
it  co.nvenient  to  accommodate  thefe  differences.  In 
the  courfe  of  this  fummer,  the  tw'o  powers  concluded 
a convention,  in  confequence  of  wEich  the  troops 
of  Hanover  evacuated  Mecklenburgh,  and  three 
regiments  of  Brandenburgh  took  poffeffion  of  thofe 
bailiwicks  that  were  mortgaged  to  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia.  The  Elector  of  Hanover  being  now  fecured 
from  danger,  fixteen  thoufand  troops  of  that  coun- 
tj  y,  togetlier  with  the  fix  thoufand  auxiliary  Heffians, 
began  their  march  for  the  Netherlands ; and  about 
the  middle  of  October  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bruffels,  where  they  encamped.  The  Earl  of 
Stair  repaired  to  Ghent,  where  the  Britifh  forces 
were  quartered  : a body  of  Auftrians  was  affembled  ; 
and  though  the  feafon  was  far  advanced,  he  feemed 
determined  upon  fome  expedition : but  all  of  a fud- 
deh  the  troops  were  fent  into  winter-quarters.  The 
Auftrians  retired  to  Luxembourg : the  Englifh  and 
Heffians  remained  in  Flanders  i and  the  Hanove- 
rians marched  into  the  county  of  Liege,  without 
paying  any  regard  to  the  Biftaop’s  proteftation. 

§ XXIX.  The  States-General  had  made  a con- 
fiderable  s .^mentation  of  their  forces  by  fea  and 
land  } but,  notwhthftanding  the  repeated  inftances 
of  the  Earl  of  Stair,  they  refolved  to  adhere  to  their 
neutrality : they  dreaded  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
French ; and  they  were  far  from  being  pleafed  to 
fee  the  Englifli  get  footing  in  the  Netherlands.  The 
friends  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange  began  to  exert  them- 
felves  : the  States  of  Groningen  and  Weft-Frieftand 
proteftcd,  in  favour  of  the  Prince,  againft  the  pro- 
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Book  motion  of  foreign  Generals  which  had  lately  been 

^ made : but  his  intereft  was  powerfully  oppofed  by 

the  provinces  of  Zealand  and  Holland;,  which  had 
the  greateil  w'eight  in  the  republick.  The  revolu- 
tion in  Ruffia  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  war  with 
Sweden.  Thefe  two  powers  had  agreed  to  an  armir 
Rice  of  three  months,  during  which  the  Czarina 
aucmented  her  forces  in  Finland.  She  likewife  or- 
dered the  Counts  Ofterrnan  and  Munich,  with  their 
adherents,  to  be  tried  : they  were  condemned  to 
death,  but  pardoned  on  the  fcaffbld,  and  fent  in 
exile  to  Siberia.  The  Swed^,  ftill  encouraged  by 
the  intrigues  of  France,  refufed  to  liften  to  any 
terms  of  accommodation,  unlefs  Carelia,  and  the 
other  conquefts  of  the  Czar  Peter,  fhould  be  reflored. 
The  French  court  had  expelled  to  bring  over  the 
new  Emprcfs  to  their  meafures  : but  they  found 
her  as  well  difpoled  as  her  predecelTor  to  alTift  the 
Floufe  of  Auftria.  She  remitted  a confiderable  fum 
of  money  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ; and  at  the 
fame  time  congratulated  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  on 
his  elevation  to  the  Imperial  throne.  The  ceremony 
of  her  coronation  was  performed  in  May,  with  great 
folemnity,  at  Mofcow ; and  in  November,  fhe  de- 
clared her  nephew,  the  Duke  of  Holftein-Gottorp, 
her  fuccelTor,  by  the  title  of  Grand  Prince  of  all  the 
Ruflias.  The  cefiation  of  arms  being  expired.  Ge- 
neral I.afci  reduced  Frederickfheim,  and  obliged 
the  Swedifh  army,  comimanded  by  Count  Eewen- 
haupt,  to  retire  before  him,  from  one  place  to  ano- 
ther,, until  at  length  they  were  quite  furroynded  neap 
Flellingfors.  In  this  emergency,  the  Swedifh  Ge- 
neral fubmitted  to  a capitulation,  by  which  his  in- 
fantry were  tranfoorted  by  fey  to  Sw’eden  ; his  cavalry 
marched  by  land  to  Abo  ; and  his  artillery  and  ma- 
gazines remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Ruffians.  The 
King  of  Sweden  being  of  an  advanced  age,  the  diet 
affembled  in  order  to  fettle  the  fucceffion ; and  the 
Puke  of  FIolftein-Gotcorp,  as  grandfon  to  the  eldeft 
b fitter 
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filler  to  Charles  XII.  was  declared  next  heir  to  theCH  AP. 
Crown.  A courier  was  immediately  difpatched  to  * j 
Mofeow,  to  notify  to  the  Duke  this  determination 
of  the  diet , and  this  meffage  was  followed  by  a 
deputation ; but  when  they  underftood  that  he  had 
embraced  the  religion  of  the  Greek  church,  and 
been  acknowledged  fucceflbr  to  the  throne  of  RufTia, 
they  annulled  his  eleftion  for  Sweden^  and  refolved 
that  the  fucceffion  fiould  not  be  re-eftablified,  until 
a peace  Ihould  be  concluded  v/ith  the  Czarina.  Con- 
ferences were  opened  at  Abo  for  this  purpofe.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  events  of  war  had  been  fo  long 
unfortunate  for  Sweden,  that  it  was  abfolutely  nip- 
ceflfary  to  appeafe  the  indignation  of  the  people  with 
ibme  facriftce.  The  Generals  Lewenhaupt  and 
Bodenbrpek  were  tried  by  a court-martial  for  mif- 
condu6l : being  found  guilty  and  condemned  to 
death,  they  applied  to  the  diet,  by  which  the  fen- 
tence  was  confirmed.  The  term  of  the  fubfidy- 
treaty  between  Great-Britain  and  Denmark  expiring, 
his  Danifh  Majefty  refufed  to  renew  it ; nor  v/ould 
he  accede  to  the  peace  of  Breflau.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  became  fubfidiary  to  France,  with  which 
alfo  he  concluded  a new  treaty  of  commerce. 

§ XXX.  The  Court  of  Verfailles  were  now 
heartily  tired  of  maintaining  the  war  in  Germany, 
and  had  acflually  made  equitable  propofals  of  peace 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  whom  they  w^ere  re- 
jeded.  Thus  repulfed,  they  redoubled  their  prepa- 
rations ; and  endeavoured,  by  advantageous  offers, 
to  detach  the  King  of  Sardinia  from  the  intereft  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auilria.  This  Prince  had  elpoufed 
a filter  to  the  Grand  Duke,  who  preffed  him  to  • 
declare  for  her  brother,  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
promifed  to  gratify  him  with  fome  territories  in  the 
Milanefe  : befides,  he  thought  the  Spaniards  had 
already  gained  too  much  ground  in  Italy:  but,  at 
the  fame  time,  he  was  afraid  of  being  crulhed  be- 
tween Fra 


nee  and  Spain,  before  he  could  be  pro- 

pcrly 
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BOOK  perly  fiipported.  Ke  therefore  temporifed,  and  pro- 
traded  the  neerociation.  until  he  was  alarmed  at  the 


arms  in  Italy,  and  fixed  in 


his  determination  by  the  fiibfidies  of  Great-Britain. 
The  Spanifh  army  afiembled  at  Rimini,  under  the 
Duke  de  Montemar^  and  being  joined  by  the  Nea- 
politan forces,  amounted  to  fixty  thoufand  men, 
furniflied  with  a large  train  of  artillery.  About 
the  beginning  of  May,  they  entered  the  Bolognefe: 
then  the  King  of  Sardinia  declaring  againft  them, 
joined  the  Auftrian  army  commanded  by  Count 
Traun;  marched  into  the  duchy  of  Parma;  and  un- 
derftanding  that  the  Duke  of  Modena  had  engaged 
in  a treaty  with  the  Spaniards,  difpoireffed  that  Prince 
of  his  dominions.  The  Duke  de  Montemar,  fee- 
ing his  army  diminiflied  by  ficknefs  and  defertion, 
retreated  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  King  of  Sardinia,  as  far  as  Rimini. 

§ XXXI.  Here  he  received  intelligence,  that 
Don  Philip,  third  fon  of  his  Catholick  Majefty,*  had 
made  an  in  option  into  Savoy  with  another  army  of 
Spaniards,  and  already  taken  poflefiion  of  Cham- 
berri,  the  capital.  Pie  forthwith  began  his  march 
for  Piedmont.  Don  Philip  abandoned  Savoy  at 
his  approach,  and  retreating  into  Dauphine,  took 
poll  under  the  cannon  of  fort  Barreaux.  The  King 
purfued  h'm  thither,  and  both  armies  remained  in 
fight  of  each  other  till  the  month  of  December,  when 
the  Marquis  de  Minas,  an  active  and  enterprifing 
General,  arrived  from  Madrid,  and  took  upon  him 
the  command  of  the  forces  under  Don  Philip.  This 
General’s  firft  exploit  was  againft  the  caftle  of  Afpre- 
mont,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Sardinian  camp. 
He  attacked  it  fo  vigoroufly,  that  the  garrifon  was 
obliged  to  capitulate  in  four-and-forty  hours.  The 
lofs  of  this  important  poll  compelled  the  King  to 
retire  into  Piedmont,  and  the  Spaniards  marched 
back  into  Savoy,  where  they  eftablifiied  their  win- 
ter-quarters. In  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  de  Mon- 
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temar,  who  dire6led  the  other  Spanifh  army,  though  c hap. 
the  Duke  of  Modena  w'as  nominal  Generaliffimo,  , 

refigned  his  command  to  Count  Gages,  who  at- 
tempted  to  penetrate  into  Tufcany ; but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  vigilance  of  Count  Traun,  the  Auf- 
trian  General.  In  December  he  quartered  his  troops 
in  the  Bolognefe  and  Romagna;  while  the  Auftrians 
and  Piedmontefe  were  diftributed  in  the  Modenefe 
and  Parmefan.  The  Pope  was  paffive  during  the 
whole  campaign : the  Venetians  maintained  their 
neutrality,  and  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies  was 
over-awed  by  the  Britiflo  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean. 

§ XXXII.  The  new  miniftry  in  England  had 
fent  out  Admiral  Matthews  to  aiTume  the  command 
of  this  fquadron,  which  had  been  for  fome  time  con- 
dudled  by  Leftock,  an  inferior  officer,  as  Haddock 
had  been  obliged  to  refign  his  commiffion,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ill  fbate  of  health.  Matthews  was  like- 
wife  invefted  with  the  charafter  of  Mi niller- Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  the  States  of 
Italy.  Immediately  after  he  had  taken  pofleffion  of 
his  command,  he  ordered  Captain  Norris  to  defliroy 
five  Spaniffi  gallies  which  had  put  into  the  bay  of 
St.  Tropez;  and  this  fervice  w^as  effeclually  per- 
formed. In  May,  he  detached  Commodore  Rowley, 
with  eight  fail,  to  cruize  off  the  harbour  of  Toulon ; 
and  a great  number  of  merchant-lhips  belonging  to 
the  enemy  fell  into  his  hands.  In  Auguff  he  fent 
Commodore  Martin  with  another  fquadron  into  the 
bay  of  Naples,  to  bombard  that  city,  unlels  his 
Sicilian  Majefty  would  immediately  recall  his  troops, 
which  had  joined  the  Spanifli  army,  and  promife 
to  remain  neuter  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

Naples  v/as  immediately  filled  Vv^ith  confternation  ; 
the  King  fubfcribed  to  thefe  conditions;  and  the 
Englifli  fquadron  rejoined  the  Admiral  in  the  road 
of  Hicres,  which  he  had  chofen  for  his  winter  fta- 
tion.  Before  this  period  he  had  landed  fome  m.en 
at  St.  Remo,  in  the  territories  of  Genoa,  and  de- 

ftroyed 
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BOOK  Rroyed  the  magazines  that  were  erefted  for  the  ufc 
the .Spanifli  army.  He  had  likewife  ordered  two 
1742,  of  his  criiizers  to  attack  a Spanilli  Ihip  of  the  line, 
which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Ajaccio,  in  the 
ifland  of  Corfica : but  the  SpaniHi  Captain  let  his 
, men  on.fliore,  and  blew  up  his  fliip,  rather  than  die 
diould  dill  into  the  hands  of  the  Englidi. 

§ XXXIII.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Admiral 
Vernon  and  General  Wentworth  made  another  effort 
in  the  Weft  Indies.  They  had  in  January  received 
a reinforcement  from  England,  and  planned  a new 
expedition,  in  concert  with  the  Governor  of  Ja- 
maica, who  accompanied  them  in  their  Voyage. 
Their  defign  was  to  difembark  the  troops  at  Porto- 
Bello,  and  march  acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  to 
attack  the  rich  town  of  Panama.  They  failed  from 
Jamaica  on  the  ninth  day  of  March,  and  on  the 
twenty-eighth  arrived  at  Porto-Bello.  There  they 
held  a council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  that 
as  the  troops  were  fickly,  the  rainy  feafon  begun, 
and  feveral  tranfports  not  yet  arrived,  the  intended 
expedition  was  become  impra6licable.  In  purfu- 
ance  of ’this  determination  the  armament  immedi- 
ately returned  to  Jamaica,  exhibiting  a ridiculous 
fpedtacle  of ‘folly  and  irrefolution  In  Auguft,  a 
fliip  of  war  was  lent  from  thence,  with  about  three 
hundred  foldiers,  to  the  fmall  ifland  Rattan,  in  the 
bay  of  Honduras,  of  which  they  took  poffeffion.  In 
September,  Vernon  and  Wentworth  received  orders 
to  return  to  England  with  fuch  troops  as  remained 
alive : thefe  did  not  amount  to  a tenth  part  of  the 
number  which  had  been  fent  abroad  in  that  in  Ho- 

rious 

* In  May,  two  Englifli  frigates,  commanded  by  Captain  Smith 
and  Captain  Stuart,  fell  in  with  three  Spaniflr  /hips  of  war,  near  the 
illand  of  St.  Chriltophcr’s.  They  forthwith  engaged,  and  the  ac- 
tion continued  till  night,  by  the  favour  of  which  the  enemy  retired 
to  Porio-Rico  in  a (liattered  condition. 

In  the  month  of  September  tlie  Tilbury  fliip  of  war,  of  fixty 
guns,  was  accidentally  let  on  fire,  and  dellroyed,  off  the  illand  of 
Hifpanio'a  ;on  which  occafion  one  hundred  and  iwenty-feven.  men 
pert/lied  ; the  rail  were  faved  by  Captain  Hoare,  of  the  Defiance, 
who  happened  to  be  on  the  fame  cruize. 
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hous  fervice.  The  inferior  officers  fell  ignobly  by  C 
ficknefs  and  defpairj  without  an  opportunity  of  fig- 
nalizing  their  courage,  and  the  commandei-s  lived 
to  feel  the  fcorn  and  reproach  of  their  country.  In 
the  month  of  June  the  new  colony  of  Georgia  v/as 
invaded  by  an  armament  from  St.  Auguftine,  com- 
manded by  Don  Marinel  de  Monteano,  Governor 
of  that  fortrefs.  It  confifted  of  fix-and-thirty  ffiips, 
from  which  four  thoufand  men  were  landed  at  St. 
Simon’s ; and  began  their  march  for  Frederica. 
General  Oglethorpe^  with  a handful  of  men,  took 
fuch  wife  precautions  for  oppofing  their  progrefs, 
and  harraffied  them  in  their  march  with  fuch  a61;ivity 
and  refolution,  that  after  two  of  their  detachments 
had  been  defeated,  they  retired  to  their  ffiips,  and 
totally  abandoned  the  enterprize. 

§ XXXIV.  In  England  the  merchants  ftill  com- 
plained that  their  commerce  was  not  properly  pro- 
te6led,  and  the  people  clamoured  againft  the  con- 
du61;  of  the  war.  They  laid,  their  burthens  were 
increafed  to  maintain  quarrels  with  which  they  had 
no  concern  ; to  defray  the  enormous  expence  of  in- 
active fleets  and  paciflek  armies.  Lord  C.  had  by 
this  time  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of 
his  Sovereign,  and  engroflTed  the  whole  direction  of 
publick  affairs.  The  w'ar  with  Spain  was  now  be- 
come a fecondary  confideration,  and  negle6led  ac- 
cordingly ; while  the  chief  attention  of  the  new 
minilter  was  turned  upon  the  affairs  of  the  Continent. 
The  difpute  with  Spain  concerned  Britain  only. 
The  interefts  of  Hanover  were  connedled  with  the 
troubles  of  the  empire.  By  purfuing  this  objecl  he 
foothed  the  wiflies  of  his  Mailer,  and  opened  a 
more  ample  field  for  his  own  ambition.  He  had 
ftudied  the  policy  of  the  Continent  v/ith  peculiar 
eagernefs.  This  was  the  favourite  fubjeft  of  his 
refledion,  upon  which  he  thought  and  fpoke  with  a 
degree  of  enthufiafm.  The  intolerable  taxes,  the 
poverty,  the  ruined  commerce  of  his  country,  the 
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BOOK  iniquity  of  ftanding  armies,  votes  of  credit,  and 
foreign  connexions,  upon  which  he  had  fo  often  ex- 
J74.2.  patiated,  were  now  forgotten,  or  overlooked.  He. 
law  nothing  but  glory,  conquell,  and  acquired  do- 
minion. He  fet  the  power  of  France  at  ddiance ; 
and,  as  if  Great-Britain  had  felt  no  diftrefs,  but 
teemed  with  treafure  which  Ihe  could  not  otherwife 
employ,  he  poured  forth  her  millions  with  a ralli 
and  defperate  hand,  in  purchafing  beggarly  allies, 
and  maintaining  mercenary  armies.  The  Earl  of 
Stair  had  arrived  in  England  towards  the  end  of 
AuguR,  and  conferred  with  his  MajeRy.  A privy- 
council  was  fummoned  ; and  in  a few  days  that  no- 
bleman returned  to  Flolland.  Lord  Carteret  was 
fent  with  a commiffion  to  the  Hague  in  September; 
and  when  he  returned,  the  baggage  of  the  King  and 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  which  had  been  fhipped 
for  Flanders,  was  ordered  to  be  brought  on  fliore. 
The  Parliament  met  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  No- 
vember, when  his  MajeRy  told  them,  that  he  had 
augmented  the  Britilli  forces  in  the  L.ow-Countries 
with  fixteen  thoufand  Hanoverians  and  the  Heflian 
auxiliaries,  in  order  to  form  Rich  a force,  in  con- 
junXion  with  the  AuRrian  troops,  as  might  be  of 
fervice  to  the  common  caufe  at  all  events.  He  ex- 
tolled the  magnanimity  and  fortitude  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary,  as  well  as  the  refolute  conduX  of  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  and  that  Prince’s  RriX  adherence 
to  his  engagements,  though  attacked  in  his  own 
dominions.  He  mentioned  the  requifition  made  by 
Sweden,  of  his  good  oRices  for  procuring  a peace 
between  that  nation  and  RuRia;  the  defenfive  alli- 
ances which  he  had  concluded  with  the  Czarina,  and 
with  the  King  of  PrulFia,  as  events  which  could  not 
have  been  expeXed,  if  Great-Britain  had  not  mani- 
feRed  a feaibnable  Ipirit  and  vigour,  in  defence  and 
afiiRance  of  her  ancient  allies,  and  in  maintaining 
the  liberties  of  Europe.  Fie  laid,  the  honour  and 
intereR  of  his  crown  and  kingdoms,  the  fuccefs  of 

the 
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the  war  with  Spain,  the  re-eftablifhnaent  of  the  chap. 
balance  and  tranquillity  of  Europe  would  greatly  de-  » 

pend  on  the  prudence  and  vigour  of  tneir  reiolu-  i74z, 
tions.  The  Marquis  ofTweedale  moved  for  an  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks,  which  was  oppofed  by  the  Earl  of 
Chefterfield,  for  the  reafons  fo  often  urged  on  the 
fame  occafion ; but  fupported  by  Lord  C.  on  his 
new-adopted  maxims,  with  thofe  fpecious  arguments 
which  he  could  at  all  times  produce,  delivered  with 
amazing  ferenity  and  alTurance.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  addrefs  prefented  to  his  Majefliy. 

About  this  period  a treaty  of  mutual  defence  and 
guarantee  between  his  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia  was  figned  at  Weftminfter.  In  the  Houfe  of 
Commons^Mr.  Lyttelton  made  a mot-ion  for  reviving 
the  place-bilL  but  it  was  oppofed  by  a great  num- 
ber of  members  who  had  formerly  been  ftrenuous 
advocates  for  this  meafure,  and  reje6led  upon  a di- 
vifion.  This  was  alfo  the  fate  of  a motion  made  to 
renew  the  enquiry  into  the  conduft  of  Robert  Earl 
of  Orford.  As  many  ftrong  prefumptions  of  guilt 
had  appeared  againft  him  in  the  reports  of  the  fecret 
committee,  the  nation  had  reafon  to  expeft  that  this 
propofal  would  have  been  embraced  by  a great  ma- 
jority : but  feveral  members,  who  in  the  preceding 
feflion  had  been  loud  in  their  demands  of  juftice, 
now  Hiamefully  contributed  their  talents  and  interefi: 
in  ftifling  the  enquiry. 

§ XXXV.  When  the  Houfe  of  Lords  took  into 
confideration  the  feveral  eftimates  of  the  expence  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  forces  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain, 

Earl  Stanhope,  at  the  clofe  of  an  elegant  fpeech, 
moved  for  an  addrefs,  to  befeech  and  advife  his  Ma- 
jefty, that,  in  cdmpaiTion  to  his  people,  loaded  al- 
ready with  fuch  numerous  and  heavy  taxes,  fuch 
large  and  growing  debts,  and  greater  annual  ex- 
pehces  than  the  nation  at  any  time  before  had  ever 
fultained,  he  would  exonerate  his  fubjeifts  of  the 
charge  and  burthen  of  thofe  mercenaries  who  were 
VoL.  IIL  1 1 takei 
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K taken  Into  the  fervice  lall  year,  without  the  aclvicc 
or  confent  of  Parliament.  The  motion  was  fup^ 
ported  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  took  occafion 
to  fpeak  with  great  contempt  of  Elanover,  and,  in 
mentioning  the  Royal  Family,  feemed  to  forget  that 
decorum  which  the  fubjetl  required.  He  had,  in- 
deed, reafon  to  talk  with  afperity  on  the  contraft  by 
which  the  Hanoverians  had  been  taken  into  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain.  Levy-money  was  charged  to  the 
account,  though  they  were  engaged  for  one  ‘year 
only,  and  though  not  a fingle  regiment  had  been 
raifed  on  this  occafion : they  had  been  levied  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  deflorate ; and  would  have  been 
maintained  if  England  had  never  engaged  in  the 
affairs  of  the  cemtinent.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  en- 
larged upon  the  fame  llibjedf.  He  laid  it  had  been 
fufpeded,  nor  was  the  fufpicion  without  foundation, 
that  the  meafures  of  the  Englifh  miniftry  had  long 
been  regulated  by  the  intereft  of  his  Majefty’s  elec- 
toral territories : that  thefe  had  been  long  confidered 
as  a gulf  into  which  the  treafures  of  Great-Britain 
had  been  thrown : that  the  Rate  of  Hanover  had 
been  changed,  without  any  vifible  caufe,  fince  the 
acceffion  of  its  Princes  to  the  throne  of  England : 
affluence  had  begun  to  wanton  in  their  tow^ns,  and 
gold  to  glitter  in  their  cottage«s,  without  the  difeo- 
very  of  mines,  or  the  increafe  of  their  commerce ; 
and  new  dominions  had  been  purchaled,  of  which 
the  value  was  never  paid  from  the  revenues  of  Ha- 
nover. The  miotion  was  hunted  down  by  the  new 
Minifter,  the  patriot  Lord  Bathurff,  and  the  Earl  of 
Bath,  which  laft  nobleman  declared,  that  he  confi- 
dered it  as  an  ad  of  cowardice  and  meannefs,  to  fall 
paffively  down  the  ftream  of  popularity,  to  fuffer  his 
reafon  and  integrity  to  be  overborne  by  the  noife  of 
vulgar  clamours,  which  had  been  raifed  againft  the 
meafures  of  government  by  the  low  arts  of  exagge- 
ration, fallacious  reafonings,  and  partial  reprefenta- 
tions.  This  is  the  very  language  which  Sir  Robert 
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Walpole  had  often  ufed  againft  Mr.  Pulteney  and  his  c H A P. 
confederates  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  affo-  , 

dates  of  the  new  Secretary  pleaded  the  caufe  of 
Hanover,  and  infilled  upon  the  neceffity  of  a land- 
war  againft  France,  with  all  the  vehemicnce  of  decla- 
mation. Their  fuggeftions  were  anfwered  ; their 
condud  was  feverely  ftigmatized  by  the  Earl  of  Chef- 
terfield,  who  obferved,  that  the  aflembling  an  army 
in  Flanders,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  States- 
General,  or  any  other  Power  engaged  by  treaty,  or 
bound  by  intereft,  to  ftipport  the  Queen  of  Hun-  , 

gary,  was  a rafh  and  ridiculous  meafure ; the  taking 
lixteen  thoufand  Hanoverians  into  Britifh  pay,  with- 
out confulting  the  Parliament,  feeiTicd  highly  dero- 
gatory to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  great  council 
of  the  nation,  and  a very  dangerous  precedent  to 
future  times : that  thefe  troops  could  not  be  em- 
ployed againft  the  Emperor,  whom  they  had  already 
recognized : that  the  arms  and  wealth  of  Britain 
alone  were  altogether  infufficient  to  raife  the  Floufe 
of  Auftria  to  its  former  ftrength,  dominion,  and  in- 
fluence : that  the  aflembling  an  army  in  Flanders 
xvould  engage  die  nation  as  principals  in  an  expen- 
five  and  ruinous  war,  with  a Power  which  it  ought 
not  to  provoke,  and  could  not  pretend  to  withftand 
in  that  manner  : that  while  Great-Britain  exhauftcd 
herfelf  almoft  to  ruin,  in  purfuance  of  fchemes 
founded  on  engagements  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
the  cledlorate  of  Hanover,  though  under  the  fame 
engagements,  and  governed  by  the  fame  Prince,  did 
not  appear  to  contribute  any  thing  as  an  ally  to  her 
afliftance,  but  was  paid  by  Great-Britain  for  all  the 
forces  it  had  fent  into  the  field,  at  a very  exorbitant 
price : that  nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  and  ini- 
quitous than  to  hire  thefe  mercenaries,  wliile  a nu- 
merous army  lay  inaftive  at  home,  and  the  nation 
groaned  under  fuch  intolerable  burthens.  “ It  may 
be  proper  (added  he)  to  repeat  wFat  may  be  for-  ' 
gotten  in  the  multitude  of  other  objecls,  diat  tliis 
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BOOK  nation,  after  having  exalted  the  Ele61:or  of  Ha- 
“ nover  from  a flare  of  obfcurity,  to  the  crown,  is 
^ condemned  to  hire  the  troops  of  that  electorate 

‘‘  to  fight  their  own  caufe ; to  hire  them  at  a rate 
v/hich  was  never  demanded  before ; and  to  pay 
levy-money  for  them,  though  it  is  known  to  all 
Europe  that  they  were  not  railed  for  this  occa- 
fion.”  All  the  partifans  of  the  old  miniflry  joined 
in  the  oppofition  to  Earl  Stanhope’s  motion,  which 
was  rejected  by  the  majority.  Then  the  Earl  of 
Scarborough  moved  for  an  addrefs,  to  approve  of 
the  meafures  which  had  been  taken  on  the  continent ; 
and  this  was  likewife  carried  by  dint  of  numbers.  It 
was  not,  however,  a very  eligible  victory : what  they 
gained  in  Parliament  they  loft  with  the  people.  Tlie 
new  minifters  became  more  odious  than  their  prede- 
cefiforsj  and  people  began  to  think  that  publick  vir- 
tue was  an  empty  name. 

^ XXXVI.  But  the  moft  fevere  oppofition  they 
underwent  was  in  their  endeavours  to  fupport  a bill 
v/hich  they  had  concerted,  and  which  had  pafifed 
through  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  great  preci- 
pitation : it  repealed  certain  duties  on  fpirituous 
liquors,  and  licences  for  retailing  thefe  liquors ; and 
impofed  others  at  an  eafier  rate.  When  thofe  fevere 
duties,  amounting  almoft  to  a prohibition,  were  im- 
pofed, the  populace  of  London  were  funk  into  the 
moft  brutal  degeneracy,  by  drinking  to  excels  the 
pernicious  fpirit  called  Gin,  which  was  fold  fo  cheap, 
that  the  lowed  clafs  of  the  people  could  afford  to 
indulge  themfelves  in  one  continued  ftate  of  intoxi- 
cation, to  the  deftruClion  of  all  morals,  induftry, 
and  order.  Such  a fhameful  degree  of  profligacy 
prevailed,  that  the  retailers  of  this  poifonous  com- 
pound let  up  painted  boards  in  publick,  inviting 
people  to  be  drunk  for  the  fmall  expence  of  one 
penny  ; aflfuring  them  they  might  be  dead  drunk  for 
two-pence,  and  have  ftraw  for  nothing.  They  ac- 
cordingly provided  cellars  and  places  ftrewed  with 
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flraw,  to  which  they  conveyed  thofe  wretches  wlio  c n A 
were  overwhelmed  with  intoxication.  In  thefe  dii-  ^ 
mal  caverns  they  lay  until  they  recovered  fome 
of  their  faculties,  and  then  they  had  recourfe  to  the 
fame  mifchievous  potion ; thus  conluming  their 
health,  and  ruining  their  families,  in  hideous  recep- 
tacles of  the  rnoft  filthy  vice,  refounding  with  riot, 
execration,  and  blafphemy.  Such  beaftly  praftices 
too  plainly  denoted  a total  want  of  all  [lolice  and 
civil  regulations,  and  would  have  reflected  difgracs 
upon  the  moft  barbarous  community.  In  order  to 
reftrain  this  evil,  which  was  becomiC  intolerable,  the 
Legifiature  enacted  that  law  which  we  have  already 
mentioned.  But  the  populace  foon  broke  through  all 
reftraint.  Thoudi  no  licence  was  obtained,  and  no 
duty  paid,  the  liquor  continued  to  be  fold  in  ail 
corners  of  tlie  ftreets : informers  were  intimidated 
by  the  threats  of  the  people ; and  the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  either  from  indolence  or  corruption,  negledted 
to  put  the  law  in  execution.  The  new  minifters 
forefaw  that  a great  revenue  would  accrue  to  the 
Crow’n  from  a repeal  of  this  a6l ; and  this  m.eafure 
they  thought  they  might  the  more  decently  take,  as 
the  law  had  proved  inefFeblual:  for  it  appeared  that 
the  confumption  of  gin  had  confiderably  increafed 
every  year  lince  thofe  heavy  duties  were  impofed. 

They,  therefore,  pretended,  that  fhould  the  price  of 
the  liquor  be  moderately  raifed,  and  licences  granted 
at  twenty  fhillings  each  to  the  retailers,  the  low^eft 
ciafs  of  people  would  be  debarred  the  ufe  of  it  to  ex- 
cefs : their  morals  w^ould  of  confequence  be  mended ; 
and  a confiderable  fum  of  money  might  be  raifed 
for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  by  mortgaging  the  re- 
venue arifing  from  the  duty  and  the  licences.  Unon 
thefe  maxims  the  new  bill  was  founded,  and  palled 
through  the  Lowev  Houfe  without  oppofition : but 
among  the  Peers  it  produced  the  moft  obdinate  dif- 
piite* which  had  happened  fince  the  beginning  of  this 
Parliament.  The  fird  afTault  it  fuftained  was  from 
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BOO  KLord  Hervey,  who  had  been  diveftcd  of  his  poft  of 
, Privy-feal,  which  was  beflrowed  on  Lord  Gower ; 
and  thefe  tv/o  noblemen  exchanged  principles  from 
that  inftant.  The  firft  was  hardened  into  a fturdy 
patriot;  the  other  fuppled  into  an  obfequious  cour- 
tier. Lord  Hervey,  on  this  occafion,  made  a florid 
harangue  upon  the  pernicious  effedls  of  that  deftruc- 
tive  fpirit  they  were  about  to  let  loofe  upon  their 
fellow- creatures.  Several  prelates  expatiated  on  the 
fame  topicks : but  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield  attacked 
the  bill  with  the  united  powers  of  reafon,  wit,  and 
ridicule.  Lord  Carteret,  Lord  Bathurft,  and  the 
Earl  of  Bath  were  numbered  among  its  advocates; 
and  fhrewd  arguments  were  advanced  on  both  fides 
of  the  queflion.  After  very  long,  warm,  and  re- 
peated debates,  the  bill  pafTed  without  amendments, 
though  the  whole  bench  of  Biiliops  voted  againft  it; 
and  we  cannot  help  ov/ning,  that  it  has  not  been 
attended  with  thofe  difmal  confequences  which  the 
Lords  in  the  oppofition  foretold.  When  the  quef- 
tion  was  put  for  committing  this  bill,  and  the  Earl 
of  Chefterfield  faw  the  Biftiops  join  in  his  divifion, 
“ I am  in  doubt  (faid  he)  whether  I have  not  got 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion ; for  I have  not 
had  the  honour  to  divide  with  fo  many  lawn  fleeves 
“ for  fever al  years.” 

§ XXXVII.  By  the  report  of  the  fecret  com- 
mittee it  appeared  that  the  then  m/mifter  had  com- 
menced profecutions  againft  the  mayors  of  boroughs 
who  oppofed  his  influence  in  the  elections  of  mem- 
bers of  Parliament.  Thefe  profecutions  were  founded 
on  ambiguities  in  charters,  or  trivial  informalities  in 
the  choice  of  magiftrates.  An  appeal  on  fuch  a 
procefs  was  brought  into  the  Houle  of  Lords ; and 
this  evil  falling  under  confideration,  a bill  was  pre- 
pared for  fecuring  the  independency  of  corporations : 
but  as  it  tended  to  diminiib  the  influence  of  the  mi- 
niftry,  they  argued  againft  it  with  their  ufual  eager- 
nefs  and  fuccefs ; and  it  was  rejeded  on  a divifion, 
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l1ie  mutiny  bill  and  feveral  others  palTed  through  c f 
both  Houfes.  The  Commons  granted  fupplies  to  ^ 
the  amount  of  fix  millions,  raifed  by  the  land-tax,  ^ 
the  malt-tax,  duties  on  fpirituous  liquors,  and  li- 
cences, and  a loan  from  the  finking  fund.  In  two 
years  the  national  debt  had  fuffered  an  increafe  of 
two  millions  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  On  An 
the  twenty-firft  day  of  April  the  felTion  was  clofed  in 
the  ufual  manner.  The  King  in  his  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes,  told  them,  that,  at  the  requifition  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  he  had  ordered  his  army,  in 
conjun6tion  wdth  the  Auftrians,  to  pafs  the  Rhine 
for  her  fupport  and  alTiftance : that  he  continued 
one  fquadron  of  fliips  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
another  in  the  WeiL-Indies.  He  thanked  the  Com- 
mons for  the  ample  fupplies  they  had  granted  j and 
declared  it  was  the  fixed  purpofe  of  his  heart  to  pro- 
mote the  true  intereft  and  happinefs  of  his  king- 
doms. Immediately  after  the  prorogation  of  Par- 
liament he  embarked  for  Germany,  accompanied  by 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  Lord  Carteret,  and  other 
perfons  of  diftin6lion. 

§ XXXVIII.  At  this  period  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary feemed  to  triumph  over  all  her  enemies.  The 
French  were  driven  out  of  Bohemia  and  part  of  the 
Upper-Palatinate  ; and  their  forces  under  Marefchal 
Broglio  were  potted  on  the  Danube.  Prince  Charles 
of  Lorraine,  at  the  head  of  the  Auftrian  army,  en- 
tered Bavaria  j and  in  April  obtained  a victory  over 
a body  of  Bavarians  at  Braunau  : at  the  fame  time, 
three  bodies  of  Croat ians  penetrating  through  the 
pafles  of  the  Tyroleze,  ravaged  the  whole  country 
to  the  very  gates  of  Munich.  The  Emperor  preffed 
■ the  French  General  to  hazard  a battle  i but  he  refufed 
to  run  this  rifque,  though  he  had  received  a ftrbng 
reinforcement  from  France.  His  Imperial  Majefty, 
thinking  himfelf  unfafe  in  Munich,  retired  to  Auo-f- 
burgh  : Marefchal  Seckendorf  retreated  with  die 
Bavarian  troops  to  Ingoldfladt,  where  he  was  after- 
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wards  joined  by  Marefchal  Broglio,  whofe  troops 
had  in  diis  retreat  been  purfned  and  terribly  harraiTed 
by  the  Auflrian  cavalry  and  hulTars.  Prince  Charles 
had  opened  a free  communication  with  Munich, 
which  now  for  the  third  time  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary.  Her  arms  likewife  reduced 
Friedberg  and  Landfperg,  while  Prince  Charles 
continued  to  purfue  the  French  to  Donawert,  where 
they  were  joined  by  twelve  thoufand  men  from  the 
Rhine.  Broglio  ftill  avoided  an  engagement,  and 
retreated  before  the  enemy  to  Hailbrpn.  The  Em- 
peror being  thus  abandoned  by  his  allies,  and  ftrip- 
ped  of  all  his  dominions,  repaired  to  Franckfort, 
where  he  lived  in  indigence  and  obfeurity.  Fie  now 
made  advances  towards  an  accommodation  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  His  General,  Seckendorf, 
had  an  interview  with  Count  Khevenhuller  at  the 
convent  of  Lowerfconfield,  where  a convention  was 
figned.  This  treaty  imiported.  That  the  Emperor 
Ihould  remiain  neuter  during  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  war  5 and.  That  his  troops  Ihould  be  quar- 
tered in  Franconia ; That  the  (^een  of  Hungary 
ihould  keep  pojGTeffion  of  Bavaria  till  the  peace: 
That  Braunau  and  Scarding  ihould  be  delivered  up 
to  the  Auftrians : That  the  French  garrifon  of  In- 
goidftadt  iliould  be  permitted  to  withdraw,  and  be 
replaced  by  Bavarians  j but  that  the  Auftrian  Ge- 
nerals ihould  be  put  in  poiTeffion  of  all  the  artillery, 
magazines,  and  warlike  {lores  belonging  to  the 
French,  which  Ihould  be  found  in  the  place.  The 
Governors  of  Egra  and  Ingoldiladt  refufing  to  ac- 
quiefee  in  the  capitulation,  the  Auftrians  had  recourfe 
to  the  operations  of  warr ; and  both  places  were  re- 
duced. In  Ingoldiladt  they  found  all  the  Empe- 
ror’s domeftick  treafure,  jewels,  plate,  pidlures, 
cabinets,  and  curiofities,  with  the  archives  of  the  * 
^oufe  of  Bavaria,  the  moil  valuable  eftedls  belong- 
ing to  the  nobility  of  that  eledlorate,  a prodigious 
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train  of  artillery,  and  a vail  quantity  of  provifions, ' 
arms,  and  ammunition. 

§ XXXIX.  The  French  King,  baffled  in  all  the 
efforts  he  had  hitherto  made  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Emperor,  ordered  his  minifter  at  Franckfort  to  de- 
liver a declaration  to  the  diet,  profelTing  himfell  ex- 
tremely well  pleafed  to  hear  they  intended  to  inter- 
pofe  their  mediation  for  terminating  the  war.  Fie 
faid,  he  v/as  no  lefs  fatisfied  with  the  treaty  of  neu- 
tiality  which  the  Emperor  had  concluded  with  the 
Queen  of  Flungary ; an  event  of  v/hich  he  was  no 
I'ooner  informed,  than  he  had  ordered  his  troops  to 
return  to  the  frontiers  of  his  dominions,  that  the 
Germanick  body  might  be  convinced  of  his  equity 
and  moderation.  To  this  declaration  the  Queen  of 
Flungary  anfwered  in  a refcript,  that  the  dehgn  of 
France  was  to  embarrafs  her  affairs,  ‘ and  deprive 
her  of  the  affliftance  of  her  allies ; tifat  the  Eleflor 
of  JBavaria  could  not  be  confidered  as  a neutral  party 
in  his  own  caufe  : that  the  mediation  of  the  empire 
could  only  produce  a peace  either  with  or  without 
the  concurrence  of  France  : that  in  the  former  cafe 
no  folid  peace  could  be  expeded ; in  the  latter,  it 
was  eafy  to  forefee,  that  France  w^ould  pay  no  re- 
gard to  a peace  in  which  fhe  fftould  have  no  con- 
cern. She  affirmed,  that  the  aim  of  the  French 
King  was  folely  to  gain  time  to  repair  his  Ioffes, 
that  he  might  afterwards  revive  the  troubles  of  the 
empire.  The  Eledor  of  Mentz,  who  had  favoured 
the  Emperor,  was  now  dead,  and  his  fucceffor  in- 
clined to  the  Auftrian  intereft.^  He  allowed  this 
refcript  to  be  entered  in  the  journal  of  the  diet,  to- 
gether with  the  protefts  which  had  been  made  when 
the  vote  of  Bohemia  vvas'fuppreffed  in  the  late  elec- 
tion. ^ The  Emperor  complained  in  a circular  letter 
of  tliis  traniadion,  as  a ftroke  levelled  at  his  Im- 
perial dignity ; and  it  gave  nfe  to  a warm  difpute 
among  the  members  of  the  Germanick  body.  Seve- 
ral Princes  refented  the  haughty  condud,  and  began 
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B o o K to  be  alarmed  at  the  fucceis  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  ; 
while  others  pitied  the  deplorable  htuation  of  the 
Emperor.  The  Kings  of  Great-Britain  and  Pruf- 
fia,  as  Ele6lors  of  Hanover  and  Brandenburgh, 
efpoufed  oppofite  fides  in  this  contefl.  His  Pruf- 
fian  Majefty  protefled  againfl  the  inveftiture  of  the 
duchy  of  Saxe-Lawenburgh,  claimed  by  the  King 
of  Great-Britain : he  had  an  interview  with  General 
Seckendorf  at  Anfpach ; and  was  faid  to  have  pri- 
vately vifited  the  Emperor  at  Franckfort. 

§ XL.  The  troops  which  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  had  alTembled  in  the  Netherlands,  began 
their  'march  for  the  Rhine  in  the  latter  end  of  Fe- 
bruary ; and  in  May  they  encamped  near  Hoech  on 
the  river  Mayne,  under  the  command  of  the  Earl 
of  Stair.  This  nobleman  fent  Major-General  Bland 
to  Franckfort,  with  a compliment  to  the  Emperor, 
alTuring  him,  dn  the  name  of  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty,  that  the  refpeft  owing  to  his  dignity  fliould 
not  be  violated,  nor  the  place  of  his  rehdence  dif- 
turbed.  Notwfthltanding  this  aifurance,  the  Em- 
peror retired  to  Munich,  though  he  was  afterwards 
compelled  to  return,  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  Auftrians 
in  Bavaria.  The  French  King,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  jundlion  of  the  Britilh  forces  with  Prince  Charles 
of  Lorraine,  ordered,  the  Marefchal  de  Noailles  to 
aflemble  fixty  thoufand  men  upon  the  Mayne  ; while 
Coigny  was  fent  into  Alface  with  a numerous  army, 
to  defend  that  province,  and  oppofe  Prince  Charles, 
fhould  he  attempt  to  pafs  the  Rhine.  The  Ma- 
refchal de  Noailles,  having  fecured  the  towns  of 
Spire,  Worms,  and  Oppenheim,  palTed  the  Rhine 
in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  polled  himfelf  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  that  river,  above  Franckfort.  The  Earl 
of  Stair  advanced  towards  him,  and  encamped  at 
Killenback,  between  the  river  Mayne  and  the  forell 
of  D Armftadt : from  this  fituation  he  made  a mo- 
tion to  Alchaffenburgh,  with  a view  to  fecure  the 
navigation  of  the  Upper  Mayne  ; but  he  was  anti- 
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cipated  by  the  enemy,  who  laymn  the  other  fide  of  c hap. 
the  river,  and  had  taken  pofleffion  of  the  polls  ^ L 1 
above,  fo  as  to  intercept  all  liipplies.  They  weie 
polled  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  oppofite  to  the 
allies,  whole  camp  they  overlooked  5 and  they  found 
means,  by  their  parties  and  other  precautions,  to 
cut  off  the  communication  by  water  between  Franck- 
fort  and  the  confederates.  The  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land had  already  come  to  make  his  firll  campaign, 
and  his  Majell'y  arrived  in  the  camp  on  the  ninth 
clay  of  June.  He  found  his  army,  amounting  to 
about  forty  thoufand  men,  in  danger  of  ftarving : 
he  received  intelligence,  that  a reinforcement  of 
twelve  thoufand  Hanoverians  and  Hefiians  had 
reached  Hanau  ; and  he  refolved  to  march  thither, 
both  with  a view  to  eftedl  the  jundlion,  and  to  pro- 
cure provifion  for  his  forces.  With  this  view  he 
decamped  on  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  June.  He 
had  no  fooner  quitted  Afehaffenburgh  than  it  was 
feized  by  the  French  General:  he  had  not  marched 
above  three  leagues,  when  he  perceived  the  enemy, 
to  the  number  of  thirty  thoufand,  had  palTed  the 
river  farther  down,  at  Selingenlladt,  and  were  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle  at  the  village  of  Dettingen,  to 
difpute  his  pafiage.  Thus  he  found  himfeif  cooped 
up  in  a very  dangerous  fituation.  The  enemy  had 
poffelTed  themfelves  of  Afehaffenburgh  behind,  lb 
as  to  prevent-  his  retreat : his  troops  were  confined 
in  a narrow  plain,  bounded  by  hills  and  woods  on 
the  right,  flanked  on  the  left  by  the  river  Mayne, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  which  the  French  had  eredecl 
batteries  that  annoyed  the  allies  on  their  march  : in 
the  front  a confiderable  part  of  the  French  army 
was  drawn  up,  with  a narrow  pals  before  them,  the 
village  of  Dettingen  on  their  right,  a wood  on  their 
left,  and  a morafs  in  the  centre.  Thus  environed, 
the  confederates  mull  either  have  fought  at  a very 
great  difadvantage,  or  furrendered  themfelves  pri- 
ibaers  of  w^ar,  had  not  the  Duke  de  Gramont,  who 
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U o o K commanded  the  enemy,  been  iniligated  by  the  fpL 
rit  of  madnefs  to  forego  thefe  advantages.  He 
paTed  the  defile,  and  advancing  towards  the  allies, 
a battle  enfhed.  I'he  Frencli  horfe  charged  with 
-great  im.petuofitv,  and  fome  regiments  of  Britifli 
cavalry  v;ere  put  in  diforder  : but  the  infantry  of  the 
allies  behaved  with  fuch  intredity  and  deliberation, 
under  the  eye  of  their  Sovereign,  as  foon  determined 
the  fate  of  the  day  ; the  French  were  obliged  to  give 
way,  and  repafs  the  Mayne  with  great  precipitation, 
having  loft  about  five  thoufand  men  killed,  wounded, 
or  taken.  Had  they  been  properly  purfued  before 
they  recollected  themfelves  from  their  firft  confa- 
fion,  in  all  probability  they  would  have  fuftained  a 
total  overthrow.  The  Fiarl  of  Stair  propofed  that 
a body  of  cavalry  fnould  be  detached  on  this  fervice; 
but  his  advice  was  over- ruled.  The  lofs  of  the 
allies  in  this  adlion  amounted  to  two  thoufand  men. 
The  Generals  Clayton  and  Monroy  were  killed  ; the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  exhibited  uncommon 
proofs  of  courage,  was  ftiot  through  the  calf  of  the 
leg : the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  General  Fluflve,  and 
feveral  other  ofRcers  of  diftinSbion,  were  wounded. 
The  King  expofed  his  perfon  to  a ievere  fire  of  can- 
non as  well  as  mufquetry:  he  rode  between  the 
firft  and  fecond  lines  with  his  fword  drawn,  and 
encouraged  the  troops  to  fight  for  the  honour  of 
England.  Immediately  after  the  adlion  he  conti- 
nued his  march  to  Hanau,  where  he  was  joined  by 
the  reinforcement.  The  Earl  of  Stair  fent  a trum- 
pet to  Marefchal  de  Noailles,  recommending  to  his 
protection  the  lick  and  wounded  that  were  left  on 
the  field  of  battle  ; and  thefe  the  French  General 
treated  with  great  care  and  tenderncfs.  Such  gene- 
rofity  foftens  the  rigours  of  war.  and  does  honour 
to  humanity. 

§ XLI.  The  two  armies  continued  on  different 
Tides  of  the  river  till  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  when 
the  French  General  receiving  intelligence  that 
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Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  had  approached  the 
Neckar,  he  fuddenly  retired,  and  repaffed  the  Rhine 
between  Worms  and  Oppenheim.  The  King  of 
Great-Britain  was  vifited  by  Prince  Charles  and 
Count  Khevenhuller  at  Hanau,  where  the  future 
operations  of  the  campaign  were  regulated.  On  the 
twenty-feventh  day  of  Auguft,  the  allied  army  pafTed 
the  Rhine  at  Mentz,  and  the  King  fixed  his  head- 
quarters in  the  epifcopal  palace  at  Worms.  Here 
the  forces  lay  encamped  till  the  latter  end  of  Sep- 
tember, when  they  advanced  to  Spire,  where  they 
were  joined  by  twenty  thoufand  Dutch  auxiliaries 
from  the  Netherlands.  Marefchal  Noailles  having 
retreated  into  Upper  Alfacc,  the  allies  took  pofief- 
fion  of  Germerlheim,  and  demolifhed  the  entrench- 
ments which  the  enemy  had  raifed  on  the  Queich  : 
then  they  returned  to  Mentz,  and  in  Od'ober  were 
difiributed  into  winter-quarters,  after  an  inadive 
campaign  that  redounded  very  little  to  the  honour 
of  thole  by  whom  the  motions  of  the  army  were 
.condufted.  In  September  a treaty  had  been  con- 
cluded at  Worms  between  his  Britannick  Majefty, 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  the  Queen  of  Plungary. 
She  engaged  to  maintain  thirty  thouland  men  in 
Italy  : the  King  of  Sardinia  obliged  himfelf  to  em- 
ploy forty  thoufand  infantry  and  five  thoufand  horfe, 
in  confideration  of  his  commanding  the  combined 
army,  and  receiving  an  annual  fubfidy  of  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  from  Great-Britain.  As  a 
further  gratification,  the  Queen  yielded  to  him  the 
city  of  Placentia,  with  feveral  diftrifts  in  the  duchy 
ot  Pavia,  and  in  the  Novarefe ; and  all  her  right  ^nd 
pretenfions  to  Final,  at  prefent  pofiTefied  by  the  re- 
publick  of  Genoa,  which,  they  hoped,  would  give 
it  up,  on  being  repaid  the  purchafe-money,  amount- 
ing to  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  This  fum 
the  King  of  England  promifed  to  difburfe;  and 
moreover  to  maintain  a ftrong  fquadron  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, the  commander  of  which  firould  ad  in 
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BOOK  concert  with  his  Sardinian  Majefly.  Finally,  the 
contra6ling  powers  agreed,  that  Final  iliould  be 
conftituted  a free-port,  like  that  of  Leghorn.  No- 
thing could  be  more  iinjufl:  than  this  treaty,  by 
which  the  Genoefe  were  negociated  out  of  their  pro- 
perty. They  had  purchafed  the  marquilate  of  Fi- 
nal of  the  late  Emperor  for  a valuable  confideration, 
and  the  purchafe  had  been  guaranteed  by  Great- 
Britain.  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  expeded  that 
they  would  part  with  this  acquifition  to  a Prince 
whofe  power  they  thought  already  too  formidable ; 
efpecially,  on  condition  of  its  being  made  a free- 
port,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  own  commerce.  They 
prefented  remonftrances  againft  this  article,  by  their 
minifters  at  the  courts  of  London,  Vienna,  and 
Turin ; and,  as  very  little  regard  was  paid  to  their 
reprefentations,  they  threw  themfelves  into  the  arms 
of  France  and  Spain  for  protection. 

§ XLII.  After  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  Colonel 
Mentzel,  at  the  head  of  a large  body  of  irregulars 
belonging  to  the  Queen  of  Flungary,  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  Lorraine,  part  of  which  they  ravaged 
without  mercy.  In  September  Prince  Charles, 
with  the  Auitrian  army,  entered  the  Brifgaw,  and 
attempted  to  pafs  the  Rhine  3 but  Marefchal  Coigny 
had  taken  fuch  precautions  for  guarding  it  on  the 
other  fide,  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  de- 
fign,  and  inarching  back  into  the  Upper  Palati- 
nate, quartered  his  troops  in  that  country,  and  in 
' Bavaria.  By  this  time  the  Earl  of  Stair  had  fo- 
licited  and  obtained  leave  to  refign  his  command. 
Fie  had  for  fome  time  thought  himfelf  neglefted  ; 
and  was  unwilling  that  his  reputation  fliould  fuEer 
on  account  of  meafures  in  which  he  had  no  concern. 
In  Odober  the  King  of  Great-Britain  returned  to 
FFanover,  and  the  army  feparated.  The  troops  in 
Britifh  pay  marched  back  to  the  Netherlands,  and 
the  reft  took  the  route  to  their  refpedive  countries. 
The  States-General  ftill  wavered  between  their  own 
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immediate  intereft  and  their  defire  to  fupport  the  C 
Houfe  of  Auftria.  At  length,  however,  they  fup-  ^ 
plied  her  with  a fubfidy,  and  ordered  twenty  thoii- 
fand  men  to  march  to  her  affiftance,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  intrigues  of  the  Marquis  de  Fenelon,  the 
French  Ambaffador  at  the  Flague,  and  the  decla- 
ration of  the  King  of  PrufTia,  who  difapproved  of 
this  meafure,  and  refufed  them  a palTage  through 
his  territories  to  the  Rhine. 

§ XLIII.  Sweden  was  filled  with  difcontents,  and 
divided  into  fadlions.  The  Generals  Bodenbrock 
and  Lewenhaupt  were  beheaded,  having  been  facri- 
ficed  as  fcape-goats  for  the  miniftry.  Some  unfuc- 
cefsful  efforts  by  fea  and  land  were  made  againft 
the  Ruffians.  At  laft  the  peace  of  Abo  was  con- 
cluded j and  the  Duke  of  Holffein-Utin,  uncle  to 
the  fucceffor  of  the  Ruffian  throne,,  was  chofen  as 
next  heir  to  the  crown  of  Sweden.  A party  had 
been  formed  in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Denmark  ; 
and  the  order  of  the  peafants  adually  eledted  him  as 
fucceffor.  The  debates  in  the  college  of  nobles  rofe 
to  a very  dangerous  degree  of  animofity,  and  were 
appeafed  by  an  harangue  in  Swedifh  verfe,  which 
one  of  the  fenators  pronounced.  The  peafants 
yielded  the  point,  and  the  fucceffion  was  fettled  on 
the  Duke  of  Holftein.  Denmark,  inftigated  by 
French  councils,  began  to  make  preparations  of 
war  againft  Sweden  : but,  a body  of  Ruffian  auxili- 
aries arriving  in  that  kingdom,  under  the  command 
of  General  Keith,  and  the  Czarina  declaring  llie 
would  affift  the  Swedes  with  her  whole  force,  the 
King  of  Denmark  thought  proper  to  difarm.  It  had 
been  an  old  maxim  of  French  policy  to  embroil 
the  courts  of  the  North,  that  they  might  be  too 
much  employed  at  home  to  intermeddle  in  the  affairs 
of  Germany,  while  France  was  at  war  witJi  the  Koufe 
of  Auftria.  The  good  underftanding  between  the 
Czarina  and  the  Queen  of  "H  ungary  wa§  at  this  pe- 
riod deftroyed,  in  confequence  of  a confpiracy  which 
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BOOK  had  been  formed  by  fome  perfons  of  diftinfliion  at 
_ , the  Court  ot  Peterfbiirg,  for  removing  the  Kmprefs 
j74j.  Elizabeth,  and  recalling  the  Princefs  Anne  to  the 
adminiftration.  This  defign  being  difcovered,  the 
principal  confpirators  were  corporally  puniflied,  and 
fent  in  exile  to  Siberia.  The  Marquis  de  Botta,  the 
Auurian  miniller,  who  had  refided  at  the  Court  of 
the  Czarina,  was  fufpeded  of  having  been  concerned 
in  the  plot ; though  the  grounds  of  this  fufpicion 
did  not  appear  until  after  he  v/as  recalled,  and  fent 
as  Ambafiador  to  the  Court  of  Berlin.  The  Em- 
prefs  demanded  fatisfaftion  of  the  Queen  of  Elun- 
gary,  who  appointed  commilTIoners  to  enquire  into 
his  conducl,  and  he  was  acquitted  : but  the  Czarina 
was  not  at  all  fatisfied  of  his  innocence.  In  Fe- 
bruary a defenfive  treaty  of  alliance  was  concluded 
between  this  Princefs  and  the  King  of  Great , 
Britain. 

§ XLIV.  By  this  time  France  was  deprived  of  her 
ableft  minifter,  in  the  death  of  the  Cardinal  de  Fleu- 
ry,  who  had  for  many  years  managed  the  affairs  of 
that  kingdom.  He  is  faid  to  have  pofieffed  a lively 
genius,  and  an  infinuating  addrefs  j to  have  been  re- 
gular in  his  deportment,  and  moderate  in  his  difpo- 
fition ; but  at  the  fame  time  he  has  been  branded  as 
deceitful,  diffembling,  and  vinditlive.  Elis  fcheme 
of  politicks  was  altogether  pacifick  ; he  endeavoured 
to  accomplifh  his  purpofes  by  raifing  and  fomenting 
intrigues  at  foreign  courts : he  did  not  feem  to  pay 
much  regard  to  the  military  glory  of  France;  and 
he  too  much  neglected  the  naval  power  of  that  king- 
dom. Since  Broglio  was  driven  out  of  Germany, 
the  French  Court  affe61:ed  uncommon  moderation. 
They  pretended  that  their  troops  had  only  a6l:ed  as 
auxiliaries  while  they  remained  in  the  Empire  : being, 
however,  apprehenfive  of  an  irruption  into  their  own 
dominions,  they  declared,  that  thofe  troops  were  no 
longer  to  be  confidered  in  that  light,  but  as  fubjeds 
adling  in  the  fervice  of  France,  The  campaign  in 
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Italy  proved  unfavourable  to  the  Spaniards.  In  the  c H A P 
beginning  of  February  Count  Gages,  who  com-  ^ 

' manded  the  Spanilh  army  in  the  Bolognefe,  amount- 
ing  to  four-and-twenty  thoufand  men,  paffed  the 
Panaro,  and  advanced  to  Campo-Santo,  where  he 
encountered  the  Imperial  and  Piedmontele  forces, 
commanded  by  the  Counts  Traun  and  Afpremont. 

The  ftrength  of  the  two  armies  was  nearly  equal. 

The  adion  was  obftinate  and  bloody,  though  inde- 
cifive.  The  Spaniards  loft  about  four  thoufand  men, 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  The  damage  fuftained 
by  the  confederates  was  not  quite  fo  great.  Some 
cannon  and  colours  were  taken  on  both  fides ; and 
each  claimed  the  victory.  Count  Gages  repaflbd 
the  Panaro ; retreated  fuddenly  from  Bologna  ; and 
marched  to  Rimini  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  State,  where 
he  fortified  his  camp  in  an  advantageous  fituation, 
after  Iiaving  fuftered  feverely  by  defertion.  Count 
Traun  remained  inadive  in  the  Modenefe  till  Sep- 
tember, when  he  refigned  his  command  to  Prince 
Lobkowitz.  This  General  entered  the  Bolognefe  in 
Odober,  and  then  advanced  towards  Count  Gages, 
who,  with  his  forces,  now  reduced  to  feven  thou- 
fand, retreated  to  Fano;  but  afterwards  took  pof- 
feflion  of  Pefaro,  and  fortified  all  the  pafles  of  the 
river  Foglia.  The  feafon  was  far  advanced  before 
the  Spanifli  troops,  commanded  by  Don  Philip,  in 
Savoy,  entered  upon  adion.  In  all  probability,  the 
Courts  of  Verfiilles  and  Madrid  carried  on  fome 
private  negociation  with  the  King  of  Sardinia.  This 
expedient  failing,  Don  Philip  decamped  from  Cham- 
berri  in  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  and  defiling 
through  Dauphine  towards  Brian^on,  was  joined  by 
the  Prince  of  Conti,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand 
French  auxiliaries.  Thus  reinforced,  he  attacked 
the  Piedmontefe  lines  at  Chateau-Dauphine ; but 
was  repulled  in  feveral  attempts,  and  obliged  to 
retreat  with  confiderable  lofs.  The  French  efta- 
blilhed  their  winter-quarters  in  Dauphine  and  Pro- 
VoL.  III.  F vencej 
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BOOK  vence ; and  the  Spaniards  maintained  their  footing 
in  Savoy. 

§ XI^V.  The  Britifli  fleet  commanded  by  Ad- 
miral Matthev/s  over-awed  all  the  States  that  bor- 
dered on  the  Mediterranean.  This  oflicer,  about 
the  end  of  June,  nnderftanding  that  fourteen  xebecks, 
laden  with  artillery  and  ammunition  for  the  Spanilh 
army,  had  arrived  at  Genoa,  failed  thither  from  the 
road  of  Hieres,  and  demanded  of  the  republick  that 
they  would  either  oblige  thefe  veflfels  with  the  ftores 
to  quit  their  harbour,  or  fequeRer  their  lading  until 
a general  peace  fiiould  be  eflablilhed.  After  foms 
difpute,  it  was  agreed  tliat  the  cannon  and  (lores 
fltould  be  depofited  in  the  caftle  of  Bonifacio,  fituated 
on  a rock  at  the  fouth  end  of  CoiTica  ; and  that  the 
xebecks  fnoiild  have  leave  to  retire  without  molefta- 
tion.  The  Corficans  had,  fome  years  before,  revolted, 
and  fhaken  oR'  the  dominion  of  the  Genoefe,  under 
which  their  iiland  had  remained  for  many  centuries. 
They  found  themfelves  opprefled,  and  refolved  to 
afiert  their  freedom.  They  conferred  the  fovereign 
authority  on  a German  adventurer,  who  was  folemnly 
proclaimed,  by  the  name  of  King  Theodore.  He 
had  fupplied  them  with  fome  arms  and  ammunition, 
wliich  he  had  brought  from  Tunis ; and  amufed 
them  with  promifes  of  being  aflifled  by  foreign 
Powers  in  retrieving  their  independency:  but  as 
thefe  promiies  were  not  performed,  they  treated  him 
fo  roughly,  that  he  had  thought  proper  to  quit  the 
ifland,  and  they  fubmittcd  again  to  their  old  mailers. 
The  troubles  of  Corfica  were  now  revived.  Theo- 
dore revifited  his  kingdom,  and  was  recognized  by 
the  principal  chiefs  of  the  ifland.  He  publiflied  a 
manifefto:  he  granted  a general  pardon  to  all  his 
fubje6ls  who  fhould  return  to  their  obedience : he 
pretended  to  be  countenanced  and  fupported  by  the 
King  of  Great-Britain  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 
He  was  certainly  thought  a proper  inftrumen^t  to 
perplex  and  harrafs  tlte  Genoefe,  and  fupplied  at 
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this  jundure  with  a fum  of  money  to  purchafe  arms  chap. 
for  the  Corficans : but  a change  foon  happened  in  , ^ 

the  Britihi  miniftry,  and  then  he  was  fuffered  to  re-  17^3, 
hpfe  into  his  original  obfciirity.  Admiral  Matthews, 
though  he  did  not  undertake  any  expedition  of  im- 
portance againft  the  maritime  towns  of  Spain,  con- 
tinued to  ailert  the  Britiili  empire  at  fea  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Mediterranean.  The  Spanifh 
army  under  Don  Philip  was  no  fooner  in  motion, 
than  the  Englifli  Admiral  ordered  fome  troops  and 
cannon  to  be  difembarked  for  the  fecurity  of  Villa- 
Franca.  Some  ftores  having  been  landed  at  Civita- 
Vecchia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Spanifh  forces  under 
Count  Gages,  Matthews  interpreted  this  tranfadtion 
into  a violation  of  the  neutrality  which  the  Pope  had 
profciTcd ; and  fent  thither  a fquadron  to  bombard 
the  place.  The  city  of  Rome  was  filled  with  con- 
Rernation  j and  the  Pope  had  recourfe  to  the  good 
ofiices  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  Englifh  fquadron  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw. The  Captains  of  iingle  cruifing  fnips,  by  their 
adivity  and  vigilance,  wholly  interrupted  the  com- 
merce of  Spain  ; cannonaded  and  burned  fome  towns 
on  the  fea-fidcj  and  kept  the  whole  coaft  in  conti- 
nual alarm  *. 


^ In  May  a dreaclful  plague  broke  out  at  Mefilna  in  Sicily.  It  wa-j 
imported  in  cotton  and  other  commodities  brought  from  theMoreaj 
and  I'wept  off  fuch  a multitude  of  people,  that  the  city  was  almolfc 
depopulated  : all  the  galley-flaves,  who  were  employed  in  burying 
the  dead,  periHied  by  the  contagion  ; and  this  was  the  fate  of  many 
priefts  and  monks  who  adminiftered  to  thofe  who  were  infected. 
1 he  dead  bodies  lay  in  heaps  in  the  ftreets,  corrupting  the  air,  and 
adding  frerti  fuel  to  the  rage  of  the  pellilence.  Numbers  died  mi- 
ferably,  for  want  of  proper  attendance  and  necelTaiies  j and  all  was 
honor  and  defolation.  At  the  beginning  of  winter  it  ceafed  after 
having  deltroyed  near  fifty  thonfand  inhabitants  of  Mefhna,  and  of 
the  garrifons  in  the  citadel  and  caflle.  It  was  prevented  from, 
fpreading  in  Sicily  by  a hrong  barricado  drawn  from  Melazzo  to 
Taormina;  but  it  was  conveyed  to  Reggio  in  Calabria,  by  the  ava- 
nee  of  a broker  of  that  place,  who  bought  fome  goods  at  Medina. 
The  Ring  of  Naples  immediately  ordered  lines  to  be  formed,  tocre- 
t ier  with  a chain  of  troops  which  cut  off  all  communication  betweea 
fhat  place  and  Uie  reft  of  the  continent. 

I 2 


§ XLVL 


ii6  HISTORY  OF'ENGLAND. 

BOOK  § XLVI.  In  the  Weft-Indies  fonne  unfuccefsful 
efforts  were  made  by  an  Englifti  fquadron,  com- 

' manded  by  Commodore  Knowles.  He  attacked 

La  Gueira  on  the  coaft  of  Carraccas,  in  the  month 
of  February ; but  met  with  fuch  a warm  reception, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  defift,  and  make  the  beft  of 
' his  way  for,  the  Dutch  iQand  Cura^oa,  where  he  re- 
paired the  damage  he  had  fuftained.  His  fhips  being 
refitted,  he  made  another  attempt  upon  Porto-Ca- 
vallo  in  April,  which  like  the  former  mifcarried. 
Twelve  hundred  marines  being  landed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  place,  were  feized  with  fuch  a pa- 
nick,  that  it  was  found  neceffary  to  reimbark  them 
without  delay.  Then  the  Commodore  abandoned 
the  enterprize,  and  failed  back  to  his  ftation  at  the 
Leeward- 1 (lands,  without  having  added  much  to  his 
reputation,  either  as  to  conduit  or  refolution.  On 
the  continent  of  America  the  operations  of  the  war 
w'ere  very  inconfiderable.  General  Oglethorpe  having 
received  intelligence,  that  the  Spaniards  prepared  for 
another  invafion  from  St.  Auguftine,  affembled  a 
body  of  Indians,  as  a reinforcement  to  part  of  his 
I own  regiment,  with  the  Highlanders  and  Rangers, 
and  in  the  fpring  began  his  march,  in  order  to  anti- 
cipate the  enemy.  He  encamped  for  Tome  timiC  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Auguftine,  by  way  of  de- 
fiance : but  they  did  not  think  proper  to  hazard  an 
engagement  j and  as  he  was  in  no  condition  to  un- 
dertake a fiege,  he  returned  to  Georgia.  In  O6to- 
ber  the  Princefs  Louifa,  youngeft  daughter  of  his 
Britannick  Majefty,  was  married  by  proxy,  at  Ha- 
nover, to  the  Prince-Royal  of  Denmark,  who  met 
her  at  Altena,  and  condufted  her  to  Copenhagen. 
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CHAP.  VIIL 

§ I.  Delate  in  Parliament  againft  the  Hanoverian  troops. 
§ II.  Supplies  granted.  §111.  ProjeSled  invajion 
of  Great -Britain.  § IV.  A French  Jquadron  Jails 
up  the  Englijh  channel.  § V.  The  kingdom  is  put  in 
a pofture  of  defence.  § VI.  Fhe  defign  of  the 
French  defeated.  War  between  France  and  England. 
§ VII.  Bill  againft  thofe  who  Jhould  correfpond  with 
the  Jons  of  the  Pretender.  § VIII . Naval  engage- 
ment off  Fouhn.  § IX.  Advances  towards  peace 
made  by  the  Emperor.  § X.  Freaty  of  Franckf or t. 
'§  XI.  Progrefs  of  the  French  King  in  the  Nether- 
lands. § XII.  Prince  Charles  of  Eorraine  pajfes 
the  Rhine.  § XIII.  Fhe  King  of  Pruffia  makes  an 
irruption  into  Bohemia.  § XIV.  Campaign  in  Ba- 
varia and  Flanders.  § XV.  Fhe  King  of  Naples 
joins  Count  Gages  in  Italy.  § XVI.  Battle  of  Coni. 
§ XVII.  Return  of  Commodore  Anfon.  Sir  John 
Balchen  perijhes  at  fea.  § XVIII.  Revolution  in 
the  Britifh  miniftry.  Seffion  of  Parliament.  § XIX. 
Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VII.  Accommodation 
between  the  ^leen  of  Hungary  and  the  young  EleSlor 
of  Bavaria.  % XX.  Fhe  King  of  Pruffia  gains  two 
Jucceffive  baJtles  at  Friedberg  and  Sohr,  over  the 
Auftrian  and  Saxon  forces.  § XXI.  Freaty  of  Dr ef- 
den.  Fhe  Grand  Duke  of  Fife  any  eleSied  Emperor  of 
Germany.  §XX1I.  Fhe  Allies  are  defeated  at  Fon- 
tenoy.  § XXIII.  Fhe  King  of  Sardinia  is  almoft 
ft  ripped  of  his  dominions.  § XXIV.  Fhe  Englifb 
forces  take  Cape- Breton.  § XXV.  Fhe  importance 
of  this  conqueft.  § XXVI.  ProjeSi  of  an  infur- 
reSlion  in  Great -Britain.  § XXVII.  Fhe  eldeft  fon 
of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  lands  in  Scotland. 
§ X X V 1 11 . Fakes  pofj'ejjion  of  Edinburgh.  § XX I X . 

Defeats  Sir  John  Cope  at  Pr  eft  on-pans.  § XXX. 

Efforts  of  the  friends  of  government  in  Scotland. 
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§ XXXI.  F recautions  taken  in  England.  § XXXII,  , 
F'he  Prince  Pretender  reduces  CarliJIe,  and  penetrates 
as  far  as  Derby.  Conjleryiation  of  the  Londoners, 

% XXXIII.  Phe  rebels  retreat  into  Scotland. 

\ XXXIV.  Phey  inveft  the  caftle  of  Stirling. 

§ XXXV.  Phe  Kings  troops  under  Hawley  are 
worfted  at  Falkirk.  § XXXVI.  "hhe  Duke  of 
Cumberland  affumes  the  command  of  the  forces  in 
Scotland.  % XXXVII.  Phe  rebels  undertake  the 
fiege  of  Fort  William. 

s, 

BOOK  § I.  ryY  H E difcontents  of  England  we»-e  artfully 
^ x inflamed  by  anti-miniflierial  writers,  who 
J743.  not  only  exaggerated  the  burthens  ot  the  people, 
^and  drew  frightful  piblures  of  the  diftrefs  and  mifery 
w'hich,  they  faid,  impended  over  the  nation,  but 
alfo  employed  the  arts  of  calumny  and  mifreprefen- 
tation,  to  excite  a jealoufy  and  national  quarrel  be- 
tween the  Englifli  and  Flanoveriaius.  They  affirmed, 
that  in  the  lafl:  campaign  the  Britifli  General  had 
been  neglefled  and  defpifed  \ while  the  councils  of 
foreign  officers,  greatly  inferior  to  him  in  capacity, 
quality,  and  reputation,  had  been  follo’wed,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  common  caufe:  that  the  Britifli 
troops  fuftaincd  daily  infults  from  their  own  merce- 
naries, who  were  indulged  with  particular  marks  of 
royal  favour  : that  the  Sovereign  himfelf  appeared 
at  Dettingen  in  a Ilanoverian  fcarf ; and  that  his 
elebtoral  troops  were  of  very  little  fervice  in  that 
engagement.  Though  the  moll  miaterial  of  tliefe 
afiertions  w’ere  certainly  falfe,  they  made  a ftrong 
irnpreflion  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  already  irri- 
tated by  the  enormous  expence  of  a continental  war 
maintained  for  the  intereft  of  Germany.  When  the 
Parliament  met  in  the  beginning  of  December,  a 
motion  was  m.ade  in  the  Hoiife  of  Peers,  by  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  for  an  addrefs,  beleeching  his  Majefty 
to  difeontinue  the  Hanoverian  troops  in  Britifli  pay, 
in  order  to  remove  the  popular  difeontent,  and  ftop 
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the  murmurs  of  the  Englifh  troops  abroad.  lie 
v/as  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  of 
Chefterfield,  and  all  the  leaders  in  the  oppofidon, 
who  did  not  fail  to  enumerate,  and  infill  upon  all  the 
eircumdahces  we  have  mentioned.  They  moi'eover 
obferved,  that  better  troops  might  be  hired  at  a 
fmaller  expence  : that  it  would  be  a vain  and  endlels 
talk  to  exhaud  the  national  treafure,  in  enriching  a 
hungry  and  barren  electorate ; that  tlie  popular  dif- 
iatisfaclion  againd  thefe  mercenaries  was  fo  general, 
and  railed  to  dich  violence,  as  nothing  but  their  dif- 
miflion  could  appeafe:  that  if  fuch  hirelings  dioiild 
be  thus  continued  from  year  to  year,  they  might  at 
lad  become  a burthen  entailed  upon  the  nation,  and 
be  made  fubfervient,  under  fome  ambitious  Prince, 
to  purpofes  dedriiclive  of  Britifh  liberty.  Thefe 
were  the  fu ggedions  of  ipleen  and  animofity : for, 
granting  the  neceldty  of  a land  war,  the  Hanove- 
rians were  the  mod  natural  allies  and  auxiliaries 
which  Great-Britain  could  engage  and  employ.  How 
infolent  foever  fome  few  individual  Generals  of  that 
eledlorate  might  have  been  in  their  private  deport- 
ment, certain  it  is,  their  troops  behaved  with  great 
fobriety,  difeipline,  and  decorum ; and  in  the  day 
of  battle  did  their  duty  with  as  much  courage  and 
alacrity  as  any  body  of  men  ever  difplayed  on  the 
like  occafion.  The  miotion  was  rejedled  by  the  ma- 
joritv ; but,  when  the  term  for  keeping  them  in  the 
Britiili  pay  was  nearly  expired,  and  the  edimates  for 
their  being  continued  the  enfuing  year  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Ploufe,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  renewed  his 
motion.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  as  Speaker  of  the 
Eloufe,  interpofing,  declared,  that  by  tlteir  rules  a 
quedion  once  rejected  could  not  be  revived  during 
the  fame  fedion.  A debate  enfued,  and  the  fecond 
motion  was  over-ruled.  The  Hanoverian  troops 
were  voted  in  the  Houfe  of  Com.mons : neverthelefs, 
the  fame  nobleman  moved  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  that 
the  continuing  fixteen  thouiand  Hanoverians  in  Bri- 
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BOOK  ilih  pay  was  prejudicial  to  his  Majefty’s  true  interefl, 
ufelefs  to  the  common  caufe,  and  dangerous  to  the 
^^74^  welfare  and  tranquillity  of  the  nation.  He  was  fe- 
^ conded  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  had  re- 
figned  his  commiffion  in  difguft;  and  the  propofal 
• gave  birth  to  another  warm  difpute  : but  viftory  de- 
clared,‘as  ufual,  for  the  miniftry. 

§ II.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  they  fuftained 
divers  attacks.  A motion  was  made  for  laying  a 
duty  of  eight  Ihillings  in  the  pound  on  aU  places  and 
penfions.  Mr.  Grenville  m.oved  for  an  addrefs,  to 
befeech  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  not  engage  the 
Britifh  nation  any  further  in  the  v/ar  on  the  conti- 
nent, without  the  concurrence  of  the  States-General 
on  certain  fcipulated  proportions  of  force  and  ex- 
pence, as  in  the  late  war.  Thefe  propofals  begat 
vigorous  debates,  in  which  the  country-party  were 
always  foiled  by  dint  of  fuperior  number.  Such 
was  the  credit  and  influence  of  the  Miniftry  in  Par- 
liament, that  although  the  national  debt  was  in- 
creafcd  by  above  fix  millions  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  the  Commons  indulged  them  with 
an  enormous  fum  for  the  expence  of  the  enfuing 
year.  1 he  grants  fpecified  in  the  votes  amounted  to 
fix  millions  and  an  half:  to  this  fum  were  added 
three  millions  and  an  half  paid  to  the  finking-fund 
in  perpetual  taxes ; fo  that  this  year’s  expence  rofe  to 
ten  mnliions.  The  funds  eftabliflied  for  the  annual 
charge  were  the  land  and  malt-taxes ; one  million 
paid  by  the  Eaft-India  Company  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by 
annuities,-  one  million  from  the  finking-fund,  fix- 
and-thirty  thoufand  pounds  from  the  coinage,  and 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  a lottery ; an  expe- 
dient which  for  /ome  time  had  been  annually  re- 
peated ; and  w'hich,  in  a great  meafure,  contributed 
to  debauch  the  m.orals  of  the  pubiick,  by  intro- 
ducing a fpirit  of  ganftng,  deftrudive  of  ail  induftry 
and  virtue. 
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§ III.  The  diffenfions  of  the  Britilli  Parliament  C H AP. 
were  fiiddenly  fufpended  by  an  event  that  feemed  to 
unite  both  parties  in  the  profecution  of  the  fame  ,7^5. 
meafures.  This  was  the  intelligence  of  an  intended 
invafion.  By  the  parliamentary  difputes,  the  loud 
clamourSj  and  the  general  dilfatisfaftion  of  the  people 
in  Great-Britain,  the  French  miniftry  were  per- 
fuaded  that  the  nation  was  ripe  for  a revolt.  This 
belief  was  corroborated  by  the  affertions  of  their 
emiffaries  in  different  parts  of  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland.  Thefe  were  Papifts  and  Jacobites  of  ftrong 
prejudices  and  warm  imaginations,  who  faw  things 
through  the  medium  of  paffion  and  party,  and  fpoke 
rather  from  extravagant  zeal  than  from  fober  con^ 
vision.  They  gave  the  Court  of  Verfailles  to  un- 
derftand,  that  if  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  or  his 
eldeft  fon,  Charles-Edward,  fhould  appear  at  the 
head  of  a French  army  in  Great-Britain,  a revolu- 
tion would  inflantly  follow  in  his  favour.  This  inti- 
mation was  agreeable  to  Cardinal  de  Tencin,  who, 
fince  the  death  of  Fleury,  had  borne  a fhare.  in  the 
adminiftration  of  France.  He  was  of  a violent  en- 
terprifmg  temper.  He  had  been  recommended  to 
the  purple  by  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  and  was 
feemingly  attached  to  the  Stuart  family.  His  am- 
bition was  flattered  with  the  profpedf;  of  giving  a 
King  to  Great-Britain  ; of  performing  fuch  eminent 
fervice  to  his  benefador,  and  of  reiforing  to  the 
throne  of  their  anceilors  a family  connected  by  the 
ties  of  blood  w'ith  all  the  greatefl:  Princes  of  Europe, 

The  minifter  of  France  forefaw,  that  even  if  this 
aim  fliould  mifearry,  a defeent  upon  Great-Britain 
would  make  a confiderable  diverfion  from  the  conti- 
nent in  favour  of  France,  and  embroil  and  embar- 
rafs  his  Britannick  Majefly,  who  was  the  chief  fup- 
port  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufliria,  and  all  its  allies. 
Actuated  by  thefe  motives,  he  concerted  meafures 
with  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  at  Rome,  who 
being  too  much  advanced  in  years  to  engage  per- 
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BOOK  fonally  in  fuch  an  expedition,  agreed  to  delegate: 
his  pretenfions  and  authority  to  iiis  fon  Charles,  a 
youth  of  promifing  talents,  fage,  fecret,  brave,  and 
enterprifing,  amiable  in  his  perfon,  grave,  and  even 
referved  in  his  deportment.  He  approved  himfelf 
in  the  fequel  compofed  and  moderate  in  fuccefs,  won- 
derfully tirm  in  adverfity ; anel  though  tenderly 
nurfed  in  all  the  deliglits  of  an  effeminate  country, 
and  gentle  climate,  patient  almoff  beyond  belief  of 
cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue.  Such  was  the  adventurer 
now  deRined  to  fulfil  the  hope  which  the  ' French 
miniftry  had  conceived,  from  the  projected  inva- 
fion  of  Great-Britain. 

§ IV.  Count  Saxe  was  appointed  by  tlie  French 
King  commander  of  the  trooj^s  defigned  for  this  ex- 
pedition, which  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  men. 
They  began  their  march,  to  Picardy,  and  a great 
number  of  veRels  was  aflembled  for  their  embarka- 
tion at  Dunkirk,  Calais,  and  Boulogn.  It  was  de- 
termined that  they  Rtould  be  landed  at  Kent,  under 
convoy  of  a ffrong  fquadron  equipped  at  BreR,  and 
commanded  by  MonReur  de  Roquefcuille,  an  officer 
of  experience  and  capacity.  The  Chevalier  de  St. 
George  is  faid  to  have  required  the  perfonal  fervice 
of  tlie  Duke  of  Ormond,  v;!io  cxcufcd  himfelf  on 
account  of  his  advanced  age : be  that  as  it  will, 
Jffince  Charles  departed  from  Rome  about  the  end 
of  December,  in  the  difguife  of  a Spanilli  courier, 
attended  by  one  fervant  only,  and  furnilhed  witli 
paffports  by  Cardinal  Aquaviva.  He  travelled 
through  I'ufcany  to  Genoa,  from  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Savona,  where  he  embarked  for  Antibes, 
and  profecuting  his  journey  to  Paris,  was  indulged 
with  a private  audience  of  the  French  King  : then 
he  fet  out  incognito  for  the  coaR  of  Picardy.  I'hc 
BritiRi  miniRry  being  apprifed  of  his  arrival  in 
France,  at  once  comprehended  the  deffination  of  the 
armaments  jM*epared  at  BreR  and  Boulogn.  Mr. 
d'hompfoii,  the  EngliRi  rcfidcnt  at  Paris,  received 

orders 


GEORGE  n. 


122 


orders  to  make  a rernonftrance  to  the  French  mi-  c 
niftiy,  on  the  violation  of  thofe  treaties  by  ^ ’’ 

the  Pretender  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain 
excluded  fom  the  territories  cf  France.  But  he 
was  given  to  underhand,  that  nis  Moil  Chriilian 
Majefty  would  not  cxpL.:n  himfcif  on  that  fubjecl, 
until  the  King  of  England  fhould  have  given  fatis- 
fafdon  on  the  repeated  complaints  which  had  been 
made  to  him,  touching  the  infradions  of  thofe 
very  treaties  which  had  been  fo  often  violatecl 
by  his  orders.  In  the  month  of  January,  M, 
de  Roquefeuille  failed  from  Bred:,  diredling 
his  courie  up  the  Englilh  channel,  with  twenty 
Blips  of  w’ar.  They  w^ere  immediately  difcovered 
by  an  Eriglllli  cruifer,  which  ran  into  Plymouth ; 
and  the  intelligence  was  conveyed  by  land  to  the 
board  of  Admiralty.  Sir  John  Norris  was  forthwith 
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ordered  to  take  the  command  of  the  fquadron  at 
Spithead,  with  which  he  failed  round  to  the  Downs, 
w’liere  he  was  joined  by  fome  Blips  of  the  line  from 
Chatham,  and  then  he  found  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  a fquadron  confiderably  ftronger  than  that  of  the 


enemy. 

^ V.  Several  regiments  marched  to  the  fouthern 
coafl  of  England : all  governors  and  commanders 
were  ordered  to  repair  immediately  to  their  refpec- 
tive  pofts  : zhQ  forts  at  the  mouths  of  the  Thames 
and  Medway  were  put  in  a pofture  of  defence  j and 
diredions  w’ere  iilucd  to  aifemble  the  KentiiE  miiitia, 
to  defend  the  coafl:  in  cafe  of  an  invafion.  On  the 
fifteenth  day  of  February,  the  King  fent  a meffage 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  intimating  the  arri- 
val of  the  Pretender’s  fon  in  France,  the  prepara- 
tions at  Dunkirk,  and  the  appearance  of  a French 
feet  in  the  Englifxi  channel.  They  joined  in  an 
addrefs,  declaring  their  indignation  and  abhorrence 
of  the  defign  formed  in  favour  of  a Popilli  Preten- 
der 3 and  affuring  his  Majeftjq  that  they  would, 
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BOOK  with  the  warmeft  zeal  and  unanimity,  take  fuch 

^ , meafures  as  would  enable  him  to  fruftrate  and  defeat 

J743*  ^ defperate  and  infolent  an  attempt.  Addreffes 

of  the  fame  kind  were  prefented  by  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, both  Univerfities,  the  principal  towns  of  Great- 
Britain,  the  Clergy,  the  DifTenting  Minifters,  the 
Quakers,  and  almoft  all  the  corporations  and  com- 
munities of  the  kingdom.  A requifition  was  made 
of  the  fix  thoufand  auxiliaries,  which  the  States- 
General  were  by  treaty  obliged  to  furnifh  on  fuch 
occafions  ; and  thefe  were  granted  with  great  alacrity 
and  expedition.  The  Earl  of  Stair,  forgetting  his 
wrongs,  took  this  opportunity  of  offering  his  fervices 
to  government,  and  was  re-invefted  with  the  chief 
command  of  the  forces  in  Great-Britain.  His  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  feveral  noblemen  of  the  firfl 
rank.  I'he  Duke  of  Montagu  was  permitted  to 
raife  a regiment  of  horfe  j and  orders  were  fent  to 
bring  over  fix  thoufand  of  the  Britilh  troops  from 
Flanders,  in  cafe  the  invafion  Ihould  actually  take 
place.  His  Majefty  was,  in  another  addrefs  from 
Parliament,  exhorted  to  augment  his  forces  by  fea 
and  land  ; the  Habeas  Corpus  a6l  was  fufpended  for 
fix  months,  and  feveral  perfons  of  diftinclion  were 
apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  treafonable  pra61:ices  : a 
proclamation  was  iffued  for  putting  the  laws  in  exe- 
cution againfl;  Papifts  and  Nonjurors,  who  were 
commanded  to  retire  ten  miles  from  London  ; and 
every  precaution  was  taken  which  feemed  neceffary 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  publick  tranquillity. 

§ VI.  Mean  while  the  French  court  proceeded 
with  their  preparations  at  Boulogn  and  Dunkirk, 
under  the  eye  of  the  young  Pretender ; and  feven 
thoufand  men  were  adually  embarked.  M.  de 
Roquefeuille  failed  up  the  channel  as  far  as  Dunge- 
nefs,  a promontory  on  the  coaft  of  Kent,  after  ha- 
ving detached  M.  de  Barreil,  with  five  fhips,  to 
haften  the  embarkation  at  Dunkirk.  While  the 
French  Admiral  anchored  off  Dungenefs,  he  per- 
ceived. 


G E O R G E IL 

celved,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  the 
Eritifh  fleet,  under  Sir  John  Norris,  doubling  the 
South-Foreland  from  the  Downs  5 and  though  the 
wind  was  againfl:  him,  taking  the  opportunity  of  the 
tide  to  come  up  and  engage  the  trench  Iquadron. 
Roquefeiulle,  who  little  expeded  fuch  a vifit,  could 
not  be  altogether  compoled,  confidering  the  great 
fuperiority  of  his  enemies : but  the  tide  failing,  the 
Englifli  Admiral  was  obliged  to  anchor  two  leagues 
fhort  of  the  enemy.  In  this  interval,  M.  Roque- 
feuille  called  a council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  de- 
termined to  avoid  an  engagement,  weigh  anchor  at 
fun-fet,  and  make  the  beil  of  their  way  to  the  place 
from  whence  they  had  fet  fail.  This  refolution  was 
favoured  by  a very  hard  gale  of  wind,  which  began 
to  blow  from  the  north-eafl:,  and  carried  them 
down  the  channel  with  incredible  expedition.  But 
the  fame  Rorm  which,  in  all  probability,  faved 
their  fleet  from  defliruclion,  utterly  difconcerted  the 
defign  of  invading  England.  A great  number  of 
their  tranfports  was  driven  afhore  and  deftroyed, 
and  the  reft  were  fo  damaged  that  they  could  not  be 
fpeedily  repaired.  The  Englifli  were  now  mafters 
at  fea,  and  their  coaft  was  fo  well  guarded,  that  the 
enterprize  could  not  be  profecuted  with  any  proba- 
bility of  fuccefs.  The  French  Generals  nominated 
to  ferve  in  this  expedition  returned  to  Paris,  and 
the  young  Pretender  refolved  to  wait  a more  fa- 
vourable opportunity.  In  the  mean  time  he  re- 
mained in  Paris,  or  that  neighbourhood,  incognito, 
and  almoft  totally  negledled  by  the  court  of  France. 
Finding  himfelf  in  this  difagreeable  fituation,  and 
being  vifited  by  John  Murray  of  Broughton,  who 
magnified  the  power  of  his  friends  in  Great-Britain, 
he  refolved  to  make  fome  bold  effort,  even  without 
the  affiftance  of  Louis,  in  whofe  fincerity  he  had  no 
faith,  and  forthwith  took  proper  meafures  to  obtain 
exad  information  touching  the  number,  inclinations, 
and  influence  of  his  father’s  adherents  in  England 

and 
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BOO  Kand  Scotland.  The  French  King  no  longer  preferved 
any  meafiires  with  the  court  of  London  : the  Britifii 
rehdent  at  Paris  was  given  to  underftand,  that  a 
declaration  of  war  mufl;  enfue  ; and  this  was  a6tually 
publifhed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March.  The 
King  of  Great-Britain  was  taxed  with  having  dif- 
fiiaded  the  court  of  Vienna  from  entertaining  any 
thoughts  of  an  accommodation  ; with  having  in- 
fringed the  convention  of  Hanover ; with  having 
exercifed  piracy  upon  the  fubje<d;s  of  France,  and 
with  having  blocked  up  the  harbour  of  Toulon.  On 
the  thirty- firft  day  of  March,  a like  denunciation  of 
war  againft  France  was  publiilied  at  London,  amidft 
the  acclamations  of  the  people. 

An.  1744.  § VII.  The  Commons  of  England,  in  order  to 

evince  their  loyalty,  brought  in  a bill,  denouncing 
the  penalties  of  high-treafon,  againft  thofe  v/ho 
ftrould  maintain  correfpondence  with  the  fons  of  the 
Pretender.  In  the  LJpper  Houfe,  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  the  Chancellor,  moved,  that  a claufe  ftiould 
be  inferted,  extending  the  crime  of  treafon  to  the 
pofterity  of  the  offenders,  during  the  lives  of  the 
Pretender’s  fons.  Tlie  motion,  which  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  miniftry,  pro- 
duced a warm  debate,  in  which  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, the  Earl  of  Ciiefterfield,  the  Lords  Talbot  and 
Hervey,  argued  againft  it  in  the  moft  pathetick 
manner,  as  an  illiberal  expedient,  contrary  to  the 
diflates  of  humanity,  the  law  of  nature,  the  rules 
of  common  juftice,  and  the  precepts  of  religion  ; an 
expedient  that  would  involve  the  innocent  with  the 
guilty,  and  tend  to  the  augmentation  of  minifterial 
power,  for  which  purpofe  it  was  undoubtedly  calcu- 
lated. Notwithftanding  thefe  fuggeftions,  the  claufc 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  fent  back 
to  the  Commons,  where  the  amendment  was  vigo- 
rouffy  oppofed  by  Lord  Strange,  Lord  Guernfey, 
Mr.  V/.  Pitt,  and  other  members,  by  whom  the 

original 
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original  bill  had  been  countenanced'^:  the  rtiajority,  c 
however,  declared  for  the  amendment,  and  the  bill 


obtained  the  royal  affent.  The  feiTion  of  Parliament 
was  clofed  in  May,  when  the  King  told  them,  that 
the  French  had  made  vaft  preparations  on  the  hde  of 
the  Netherlands ; and  that  the  States-General  had 
agreed  to  fiirnilh  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaties. 

§ VIII.  By  this  time  an  action  had  happened  in 
the  Mediterranean,  between  the  Eritifh  fleet  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Matthews,  and  the  combined 
fquadrons  of  France  and  Spain,  which  had  been  for 
fome  time  blocked  up  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon. 
On  the  ninth  day  of  February  they  were  perceived 
ftanding  ’out  of  the  road,  to  the  number  of  four- 
and- thirty  fail:  the  Englifh  Admiral  immediately 
weighed  from  Hieres-bay;  and  on  the  eleventh, 
part  of  the  fleets  engaged.  Matthews  attacked  the 
Spanilli  Admiral,  Don  Navarro,  whofe  fhip,  the 
Real,  was  a firfl  rate,  mounted  with  above  an  hun- 
dred guns.  Rear-Admiral  Rowley  fingled  out  M. 
de  Court,  who  commanded  the  F rench  fquadron  ; 
and  a very  few  Captains  followed  the  example  of 
their  commanders  : but  Vice-Admiral  Leflock, 
with  his  whole  divifion,  remained  at  a great  diftancc 
aftern  ; and  feveral  Captains,  who  were  immediately 
under  the  eye  of  Matthews,  behaved  in  fuch  a man- 
ner as  refledled  difgrace  upon  their  country.  The 
whole  tranfadfion  was  conducted  without  order  or 
deliberation.  The  French  and  Spaniards  would 
have  willingly  avoided  an  engagement,  as  the  Bri- 
tifh  fquadron  was  fuperior  to  them  in  itrength  and 
number.  M.  de  Court,  therefore,  made  the  bell 
of  his  way  towards  the  Straits  mouth,  probably  with 
intention  to  join  the  Brefl  fquadron  : but  he  had  or- 


ders 


* The  oppofitlon  had  fuftained  a heavy  blow  In  the  death  of  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  a nobleman  of  Oiining  qualifications  for  the  fenate 
and  the  field,  whofe  charafler  would  have  been  (till  more  illuftrious, 
had  not  fome  parts  of  his  conduft  fubjeaed  him  to  the  fulpicion  of 
■ielfinmefs  and  inconftancy.  He  was  fucceeded  in  that  title  by  his 
brother,  Archibald  Earl  of  Hay. 
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BOOK  ders  to  prote(5l  the  Spanifli  fleet ; and  as  they  failed 
heavily,  he  was  obliged  to  wait  for  them,  at  the  ha- 
zard  of  maintaining  a battle  with  the  Englifh.  Thus 
circumftanced  he  made  fail  and  lay  to  by  turns  ; fo 
that  the  Britifli  Admiral  could  not  engage  them  in 
proper  order ; and  as  they  outfailed  his  fhips,  he 
began  to  fear  they  would  efcape  him  altogether, 
flaould  he  v/ait  for  Yice-Admiral  Leflock,  who  was 
fo  far  aftern.  Under  this  apprehenfion  he  made  the 
(ignai  for  engaging,  while  that  for  the  line  of  battle 
was  flill  difplayed ; and  this  inconfiftency  naturally 
introduced  confufion.  The  fight  was  maintained 
with  great  vivacity  by  the  few  who  engaged.  The 
Real  being  quite  difabled,  and  lying  like  a wreck 
upon  the  water,  Mn  Matthews  fent  a firefliip  to  de- 
ftroy  her  j but  the  expedient  did  not  take  efFe6l. 
The  fhip  ordered  to  cover  this  machine  did  not  obey 
the  fignal;  fo  that  the  Captain  of  the  firefhip  was 
expofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  he  continued  to  advance  until  he  found  the 
veflel  finking  : and  being  within  a few  yards  of  the 
Real,  he  fet  fire  to  the  fufees.  The  fliip  was  imme- 
diately in  flames,  in  the  midfl;  of  which  he  and  his 
lieutenant,  with  twelve  men,  periflied.  This  was 
likewife  the  fate  of  a Spanifli  launch,  which  had 
been  manned  with  fifty  faiiors,  to  prevent  the  fire- 
fliip from  running  on  board  the  Real.  One  fliip  of 
the  line  belonging  to  the  Spanifli  fquadron  flruck  to 
Captain  Hawke,  who  fent  a Lieutenant  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  her : fine  was  afterwards  retaken  by  the 
French  fquadron ; but  was  found  fo  difabled,  that 
tliey  left  her  deferted,  and  fhe  was  next  day  burned 
by  order  of  Admiral  Matthews.  At  night  the  adlion 
ceafed  ; and  the  Admiral  found  his  own  fliip  fo  much 
damaged,  that  he  moved  his  flag  into  another. 
Captain  Cornwall  fell  in  the  engagement,  after  ha- 
ying exhibited  a remarkable  proof  of  courage  and 
intrepidity  : but  the  lofs  of  men  was  very  inconfi- 
derable.  Next  day  the  enemy  appeared  to  leeward, 

and 


G E O R G E IL  129 

and  the  Admiral  gave  chafe  till  night,  when 
brought  to,  that  he  might  be  joined  by  the  fhips 
a-ftern.  They  were  perceived  again  on  the  thirteenth  1744.. 
at  a confiderable  diftance,  and  purfued  till  the  even- 
ing. In  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  twenty  fail 
of  them  were  feen  diftindtly,  and  Leftock  with  his 
divifion  had  gained  ground  of  them  conhderably  by 
noon  ; but  Admiral  Matthews  difplayed  the  fignal 
for  leaving  off  chafe,  and  bore  away  for  Port-Ma-  * • 
hon,  to  repair  the  damage  he  had  fuftained.  Mean 
while  the  combined  fquadrons  continued  their  courfe 
towards  the  coaft  of  Spain.  M.  de  Court,  with  his 
divifion,  anchored  in  tlie  road  of  Alicant;  and  Don 
Navarro  failed  into  the  harbour  of  Carthagena. 
Admiral  Matthews,  on  his  arrival  at  Minorca,  ac- 
cufed  Leflock  of  having  mifoehaved  on  the  day  of 
a61;ion^  fufpended  him  from  his,  office,  and  fent  him 
prifoner  to  England,  where,  in  his  turn,  he  accufed 
his  accufer.  Long  before  the  engagement,  thefe 
two  officers  had  expreffed  the  mofc  virulent  refent- 
ment  againfl:  each  other.  Matthews  was  brave, 
open,  and  undifguifed  ; but  proud,  imperious,  and 
precipitate.  Leflock  had  fignalized  his  courage  on 
many  occafions,  and  perfedlly  underflood  the  whole 
difcipline  of  the  navy ; but  he  w'as  cool,  cunning, 
and  vindi6live.  He  had  been  treated  fupercilioufly 
by  Matthews,  and  in  revenge  took  advantage  of 
his  errors  and  precipitation.  To  gratify  this  paffion, 
he  betrayed  the  interefl  and  glory  of  his  country; 
for  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  he  might  have 
come  up  in  time  to  engage  ; and,  in  that  cafe,  the 
fleets  of  France  and  Spain  would  in  all  likelihood 
have  been  deflroyed : but  he  entrenched  'hirnfelf 
within  the  punflilios  of  difcipline,  and  faw  with 
pleafure  his  antagonifl  expofe  himfelf  to  the  hazard 
of  death,  ruin,  and  difgrace.  Matthews  himfelf,  in 
the  fequel,  facrificed  his  duty  to  his  refentment,  in 
reftraining  Leflock  from  purfuing  and  attacking  the 
combined  fquadrons  on  the  third  day  after  the  en- 
VoL.  III.  ^ K gagement. 
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BOOK  gagement,  when  they  appeared  difabled,  and  in 

^ manifeft  diforder,  and  would  have  fallen  an  ealy 

J744*  they  been  vigorouPy  attacked.  One  can 

hardly,  without  indignation,  refledt  upon  thefe  in- 
ftances,  in  which  a community  has  fo  feverely  fuf- 
fered  from  the  perfonal  animofity  of  individuals. 
The  mifcarriage  of  Toulon  became  the  fubje6l  of  a 
parliamentary  enquiry  in  England.  The  Commons, 
in  an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  defired  that  a court- 
martial  might  be  appointed  to  try  the  delinquents. 
By  this  time  Leftock  had  accufed  Matthews,  and 
all  the  Captains  of  his  divilion  w^ho  mifbehaved  on 
the  day  of  battle.  The  court-martial  was  conftitu- 
ted,  and  proceeded  to  tryal.  Several  Commanders 
of  Ikips  were  caffiiered  : Vice-Admiral  Leftock  was 
honourably  acquitted  ; and  Admiral  Matthews  ren- 
dered incapable  of  ferving  for  the  future  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  navy.  All  the  world  knew  that  Leftock  kept 
aloof,  and  that  Matthews  rufhed  into  the  hotteft 
part  of  the  engagement.  Yet  the  former  triumphed 
on  his  tryal,  and  the  latter  narrowly  efcaped  the 
fentence  of  death  for  cowardice  and  mifcondud. 
Such  decinons  are  not  to  be  accounted  for,  except 
from  prejudice  and  fadion. 

§ IX.  The  war  in  Germany,  which  had  been 
almoft  extinguifhed  in  the  laft  campaign,  began  to 
revive,  and  raged  with  redoubled  violence.  The 
Emperor  had  follicited  the  mediation  of  his  Britan- 
nick  Majefty,  for  compromifing  the  differences  be- 
tween him  and  the  Court  of  Vienna.  Prince  V/il- 
liam  of  Heffe-Caflcl  had  conferred  with  the  King  of 
P'.ngland  on  this  fubjed ; and  a negociation  was 
begun  at  Hanau.  The  Emperor  offered  to  difmifs 
the  French  auxiliaries,  provided  the  Auftrians  would 
evacuate  his  hereditary  dominions.  Nay,  Prince 
W illiarn  and  Lord  Carteret,  as  Plenipotentiaries, 
a^hially  agreed  to  preliminaries,  by  which  his  Imipe- 
rial  Mfyefty  engaged  to  renounce  the  alliance  of 
b ranee,  and  throw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  the  ma- 
ritime 
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ritiine  powers  ; to  refign  all  pretenfions  to  the  ftic- 
ccflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ; and  to  revive  the 
vote  of  Bohemia  in  the  eleftoral  college)  on  con^ 
dition  of  his  being  re-eftablifhed  in  the  poiTeiTion 
of  his  dominions,  recognized  as  Emperor  by  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  and  accommodated  with  a 
monthly  fubfidy  for  his  maintenance,  as  his  own 
territories  were  exhaufted  and  impoveriflied  by  the 
war.  By  a feparate  article,  the  King  of  Great -Bri- 
tain promifed  to  furnifh  him  with  three  hundred 
thoufand  crowns,  and  to  interpofe  his  good  offices 
with  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  that  his  ele6toral  domi- 
nions ffiould  be  favourably  treated.  Thefe  prelimi- 
naries, though  fettled,  were  not  figned.  The  Court 
of  Vienna  was  unwilling  to  part  with  their  conquefts 
in  Bavaria  and  the  Upper-Palatinate.  The  Queen 
trufted  too  much  to  the  valour  of  her  troops,  and 
the  wealth  of  her  allies,  to  liften  to  fuch  terms  of 
accommodation  ; and,  whatever  arguments  were  ufed 
with  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  certain  it  is  the 
negociation  was  dropped,  on  pretence  that  the  arti- 
cles were  difapproved  by  the  miniftry  of  flngland. 
The  Emperor,  environed  with  diftrefs,  renewed  his 
application  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain ; and  even 
declared  that  he  would  refer  his  caufe  to  tlie  deter- 
mination of  the  maritime  powers  : but  all  his  ad- 
vances were  difcountenanced ; and  the  treaty  of 
Worms  difpelled  all  hope  of  accommodation.  In 
this  manner  did  the  Britilli  miniflry  rejedt  the  faireit 
opportunity  that  could  poffibly  occur  of  terminating 
the  war  in  Germany  with  honour  and  advantage, 
and  of  freeing  their  country  from  that  infufferable 
burtlien  of  expence  under  which  ffie  groaned. 

§ X.  The  inflexibility  of  the  Honi'e,  of  Auftria, 
and  its  chief  ally,  proved  ferviceable  to  the  Em- 
peror. The  forlorn  fituation  of  this  unfortunate 
Prince  excited  the  compaffion  of  divers  Princes  : 
they  refented  the  infoience  with  which  the  liead  of 
the  empire  had  been  treated  by  the  Court  of  Vienna ; 
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BOOK  and  they  were  alarmed  at  the  increafing  power  of  a 

^ family  noted  for  pride,  tyranny,  and  ambition. 

Thefe  confiderations  gave  rife  to  the  treaty  of 
Franckfort,  concluded  in  May  between  the  Empe- 
ror, the  King  of  PrufTia,  the  King  of  Sweden  as 
Landgrave  of  Hefie-Cafiel,  and  the  Eleflor-Pala- 
tine.  They  engaged  to  preferve  the  conftitution  of 
the  empire,  according  to  the  treaty  of  Welbphalia, 
and  to  fupport  the  Emperor  in  his  rank  and  dig- 
nity. They  agreed  to  employ  their  good  offices  with 
the  Queen  of  ITungary,  that  fhe  might  be  induced 
to  acknowledge  the  Emperor,  to  rellore  his  here- 
ditary dominions,  and  give  up  the  archives  of  the 

• empire  that  were  in  her  poffeffion.  They  guaran- 
teed to  each  other  their  refpefeive  tcTritories  : the 
difputes  about  the  fucceffion  of  the  late  Emperor 
they  referred  to  the  decifion  of  the  States  of  the  em- 
pire : they  promifed  to  affift  one  another  in  cafe  of 
being  attacked ; and  they  invited  the  King  of  Po- 
land, the  Eleftor  of  Cologn,  and  the  Bifliop  of 
Leige,  to  accede  to  this  treaty.  Such  was  the  con- 
federacy that  broke  all  the  meafures  which  had  been 
concerted  between  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  her 
Hungarian  Majefty,  for  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign. In  the  mean  time,  the  French  King  declared 
war  againfl  this  Princefs,  on  pretence  that  fhe  was 
obftinately  deaf  to  all  terms  of  accommodation,  and 

• determined  to  carry  the  war  into  the  territories  of 
lYance.  In  her  counter-declaration  ffie  taxed  Louis 
with  having  infringed  the  moil  folemn  engagement, 
with  refpecl  to  the  pragmatick  fandtion  ; with  having 
fpirited  up  different  pretenders,  to  lay  claim  to  the 
fucceffion  of  the  late  Emperor  ; with  having  endea- 
voured to  infligate  the  common  enemy  of  Chrillen- 
dom  againft  her;  and  with  having  afled  the  incen- 
diary in  the  north  of  Europe,  that  the  Czarina  might 
be  prevented  from  affilling  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
while  his  numerous  armies  overfpread  the  empire, 
and  defolated  her  hereditary  countries.  Thefe  re-, 
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criminations  were  literally  true.  The  Houfes  ofCH  AP. 
Bourbon  and  Audria  have,  for  many  centuries,  been 
the  common  difturbers  and  plagues  of  Europe. 

§ XI.  The  King  of  France,  though  in  himfelf 
pacifick  and  unenterprifing,  was  ftimulated  by  his 
minillry  totaftethe  glory  of  conqued  in  the  Nether- 
lands, where  he  had  adembled  an  army  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thoufand  men,  provided  with  a very 
formidable  train  of  artillery.  The  chief  command 
v/as  veded  in  the  Marefchal  Count  de  Saxe,  who 
podeded  great  military  talents,  and  proved  to  be 
one  of  the  mod  fortunate  Generals  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived.  The  allied  forces,  confiding  of 
Englidi,  Hanoverians,  Dutch,  and  ^Andrians,  to 
the  number  of  feventy  thoufand  effe6live  men,  were 
in  the  month  of  May  adembled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Brudels,  from  whence  they  marched  towards 
Oudenarde,  and  poded  themfelves  behind  the  Schelde, 
being  unable  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy. 

The  French  Monarch,  attended  by  his  favourite 
ladies,  with  all  the  pomp  of  eadern  luxury,  arrived 
at  Fide  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the  fame  month  ; and 
in  the  adjacent  plain  reviewed  his  army.  The  States- 
General,  alarmed  at  his  preparations,  had,  in  a con- 
ference with  his  Amb^dador  at  the  Hague,  expreded 
their  apprehenfions,  and  entreated  his  Mod  Chrif- 
tian  Majedy  would  defid  from  his  defign  of  attack- 
ing their  barrier.  'Eheir  remondrances  having  pro- 
ved inededtual,  they  now'  fent  a minider  to  wait 
upon  that  Monarch,  to  enforce  their  former  repre- 
fentations,  and  repeat  their  entreaties : but  no  regard 
was  paid  to  his  requed.  The  French  King  told 
him,  he  was  determined  to  profecute  the  war  with 
vigour,  as  his  moderation  hitherto  had  ferved  to  no 
other  purpofe  but  that  of  rendering  his  enemies  more 
intraftable.  Accordingly,  his  troops  inveded  Me- 
nin,  which  was  in  feven  days  furrendered  upon  ca-; 
pitulation.  Ypres,  Fort  Knocke,  and  Fumes,  un- 
derwent tlie  fame  fate  j and  on  the  twenty-ninth 
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5cday  of  June  the  King  of  France  entered  Dunkirk  in 
triumph. 

§ XII.  He  had  taken  fuch  precautions  for  the 
defence  of  Alface,  which  was  gviarded  by  confider- 
able  armies  under  the  command  of  Coigni  and  Seek- 
endorf,  that  he  thought  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  Auflrians  in  that  quarter : befides,  he  had  re- 
ceived fecret  alfurances  that  the  King  of  FrulTia 
w'ould  declare  for  the  Emperor ; fo  that  he  refolved 
to  purfue  his  conqiiefts  in  the  Netherlands.  But  all 
his  meafures  w^ere  defeated  by  the  a6livity  of  Prince 
Charles  of  I.orrainc,  and  his  officers,  W'ho  found 
means  to  pafs  the  Rhine,  and  oblige  the  French  and 
Bavarian  Generals  to  retire  to  Lampertheim,  that 
they  might  cover  Stralkurgh.  The  Auftrians  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  Haguenaii  and  Savei  ne  : they 
fc cured  the  paffes  of  L.orraine  ; and  laid  all  the 
country  of  Lowxr  Alface  under  contribution.  The 
King  of  France  was  no  fooner  apprifed  of  the  Prince’s 
liaving  paffed  the  Rhine,  and  penetrated  into  this 
province,  than  he  fent  off  a detachment  of  thirty 
thoufand  men  from  his  army  in  Flanders  to  reinfoixe 
that  under  the  Marefchal  de  Coigny;  and  he  him- 
felf  began  his  journey  from  the  Rhine,  that  he  miglit 
in  perlbn  check  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy  : but  this 
defign  was  anticipated  by  a fevere  diftemper  that 
(overtook  him  at  Metz  in  I.orraine.  The  phyficians 
defpaired  of  his  life.  I'hc  Queen,  with  her  chil- 
tlrcn,  and  all  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  haftened 
from  Verfailles  to  pay  the  iall  duties  to  their  dying 
Sovereign,  who,  as  a true  penitent,  difmiffed  his 
concubines,  and  began  to  prepare  himfelf  for  death  : 
yet  the  llrength  of  his  conllitution  triumphed  over  the 
fever,  and  his  recovery  was  celebrated  all  over  his  do- 
minions with  uncommon  marks  of  joy  and  affeflion. 

§ XIII.  In  the  mean  time  the  Ichemes  of  the 
Auilrian  General  were  fiullrated  by  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  who,  in  the  month  of  Anguil,  entered  the 
electorate  of  Saxony,  at  the  head  of  a numerous 
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army.  There  he  declared,  in  a piibllck  manifefto,  chap. 
that  his  aims  were  only  to  re-eftablifli  the  peace  of 
the  empire,  and  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  its  head. 

He  affured  the  inhabitants  thai  they  might  depend 
upon  his  protctlion,  in  cafe  they  fliould  remain 
quiet ; but  threatened  them  with  fire  and  fword 
fiiould  they  j^refume  to  oppofe’his  arms.  In  a re- 
fcript,  addrefled  to  his  rniniilers  at  foreign  courts, 
he  accufed  the  Queen  of  Hungary  of  obftinacy,  in 
refufing  to  acknowledge  the  Emperor,  and  reftore 
his  hereditary  dominions : he  faid,  he  had  engaged 
i{i  the  league  of  Franckfort,  to  hinder  the  head  of 
the  empire  from  being  opprefled;  that  he  had  no 
intention  to  violate  the  peace  of  Breflau,  or  enter  as 
a principal  into  this  war : he  affirmed,  that  his  de- 
fign  was  to  adt  as  auxiliary  to  the  Emperor,  and  efta- 
bliih  the  quiet  of  Germany.  He  penetrated  into 
Bohemia  and  undertook  the  fiege  of  Prague,  the 
Governor  of  which  furrendered  himfelf  and  his  o-ar- 
rifon  priioners  of  war  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember. He  afterwards  reduced  Tabor,  Bodweis, 
and  Teyn,  and  in  a word  fubdued  the  greateft  pare 
of  the  kingdom ; the  Auftrian  forces  in  that  coun- 
try being  in  no  condition  to  flop  his  progrefs.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  he  was  foon  obliged  to  relinquifh  his  con- 
quefts.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  was  recalled 
from  Alface,  and  repafied  the  Rhine  in  the  face  of 
the  French  army,  commanded  by  the  Marefchals 
de  Coigni,  Noailles,  and  Belleifle.  Then  he  march- 
ed to  the  Danube,  laid  the  Upper  Palatinate  under 
contribution,  and  entering  Bohemia,  joined  the 
troops  under  Bathiani  at  Meroitz.  The  King  of 
Poland  Elector  of  Saxony,  at  this  jun6ture,  declared 
in  favour  of  her  Hungarian  Majefty.  A conven- 
tion for  the  mutual  guarantee  of  their  dominions, 
had  been  figned  between  thofe  two  powers  in  De- 
cember i and  now  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  was 
reinforced  by' twenty  thoufand  Saxon  troops,  under 
the  condnd  of  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Wefienfels.  The 
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BOOK  combined  army  was  fuperior  to  that  of  his  Pruffian 
MajeRy,  whom  they  refolved  to  engage.  But  he 
retired  before  them,  and  having  evacuated  all  the 
places  he  had  garrifoned  in  Bohemia,  retreated  with 
precipitation  into  Silefia.  1 here  his  troops  were 
put  into  winter-quarters ; and  he  himfelf  returned 
to  Berlin,  extremely  mortified  at  the  iffue  of  the 
campaign. 

§ XIV.  During  thefe  tranfadions.  Count  Secken- 
dorf  marched  into  Bavaria,  at  the  head  of  a fli  ong 
army,  drove  the  Auflrians  out  of  that  ele£l:orate, 
and  the  Emperor  regained  poflefTion  of  Munich,  his 
capita],  on  the  twenty-fecond  Day  of  October.  In 
Auguft  the  French  army  paffed  the  Rhine  at  Fort- 
Louis,  and  inverted  the  rtrong  and  important  city  of 
Fribourg,  defended  by  General  Demnitz,  at  the  head 
of  nine  thoufand  veterans.  The  King  of  France  ar- 
rived in  the  camp  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Odlober; 
and  the  fiege  was  carried  on  with  uncommon  vigour. 
The  Auftrian  governour  made  incredible  efforts  in 
the  defence  of  the  place,  which  he  maintained  until 
it  was  reduced  to  a heap  of  ruins,  and  one  half  of 
the  garrifon  deftroyed.  At  length,  however,  they 
v/ere  obliged  to  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war,  after  the  trenches  had  been  open  five-and-forty 
days,  during  which  they  had  killed  above  fifteen 
thoufand  of  the  befiegers.  With  this  conqueft  the 
French  King  clofed  the  campaign,  and  his  army 
was  cantoned  along  the  Rhine,  under  the  infpeftion 
of  the  Count  ,de  Maillebois.  By  the  detachments 
drawn  from  the  French  army  in  Flanders,  Count 
Saxe  had  found  himfelf  confiderably  v/eaker  than 
the  confederates : he  threw  up  rtrong  entrenchments 
behind  the  Lys,  where  he  remained  on  the  dcfenfive, 
until  he  was  reinforced  by  the  Count  de  Clermont, 
who  commanded  a feparate  body  on  the  ,fide  of 
Newport.  The  Allies,  to  the  number  of  feventy 
thoufand,  paffed  the  Schelde,  and  advanced  towards 
Helchin : but  the  enemy  being  fo  advantageoufly 
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poded,  that  they  could  not  attack  him  with  any  CHAP, 
profpecl:  of  advantage,  they  filed  on  in  fight  of  ^ ’ j 

Tournay;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  Auguft  en-  1744.. 
camped  in  the  plains  of  Lifle,  in  hope  of  drawing 
Count  Saxe  from  the  fituation  in  which  he  was  fo 
ftrongly  fortified.  Here  they  foraged  for  feveral 
days,  and  laid  the  open  country  under  contribution : 
however,  they  made  no  attempt  on  the  place  itlelf, 
which  in  all  probability  would  have  fallen  into  their 
hands  had  they  invefted  it  at  their  firft  approach ; 
for  then  there  was  no  other  garrifon  but  two  or  three 
battalions  of  militia : but  Count  Saxe  foon  threw  in 
a confiderable  reinforcement.  The  Allies  were  un- 
provided with  a train  of  battering  cannon ; and  their 
commanders  would  not  deviate  from  the  ufual  form 
of  war.  Befides,  they  were  divided  in  their  opi- 
nions, and  defpifed  one  another.  General  Wade, 
who  commanded  the  Englifh  and  Hanoverians,  was 
a vain,  weak  man,  without  confidence,  weight,  or 
authority  3 and  the  Auftrian  General,  the  Duke 
d’Aremberg,  was  a proud,  rapacious  glutton,  devoid 
of  talents  and  fentiment.  After  having  remained 
for  fome  time  in  fight  of  Lifle,  and  made  a general 
forage  without  moleftation,  they  retired  to  their  for- 
mer camp  on  the  Schelde,  from  whence  they  foon 
marched  into  winter-quarters.  Count  Saxe  at  lensth 
quitted  his  lines  3 and,  by  way  or  retaliation,  fent  out 
detachments  to  ravage  the  Low-countries,  to  the  very 
gates  of  Ghent  and  Bruges.  The  conduft  of  the, 
allied  Generals  was  feverely  cenfured  in  England,  and 
ridiculed  in  France,  not  only  in  private  converfation 
but  alfo  on  their  publick  theatres,  where  it  became 
the  fubjedt  of  farces  and  pantomimes. 

§ XV.  The  campaign  in  Italy  produced  divers  - 
vicilfitudes  of  fortune.  The  King  of  Naples  having 
.alfembled  an  army,  joined  Count  Gages,  and  pub- 
lifhed  a manifefio  in  vindication  of  his  condud, 
which  was- a dired  violation  of  the  neutrality  he  had 
promifed  to  obferve.>  He  maintained,  that  his  mo- 
deration 
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deration  had  been  undervalued  by  the  Courts  of 
I^ondon  and  Vienna;  that  his  frontiers  were  tlireat- 
ened  with  the  calamities  of  war ; and  that  the  Queen 
of  l lungary  made  no  fecret  of  her  intention  to  in- 
vade ,his  dominions.  M'his  charge  was  not  without 
foundation.  'I'he  emilTaries  of  the  Houle  of  Aullria 
endeavoured  to  excite  a rebellion  in  Naples,  which 
Prince  Tobkowitz  had  orders  to  favour  by  an  inva- 
fion.  This  General  was  encamped  at  Monte  Ro- 
tund o,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  when,  in  the 
month  of  June,  the  confederates  advanced  to  V^al- 
ietri.  While  the  two  armies  remained  in  fight  of 
each  other.  Prince  Laabkowitz  detached  a itrong 
body  of  forces,  under  Count  Soro  and  General  Go- 
rani,  who  made  an  irruption  into  the  province  of 
Ahruzzo,  and  took  the  city  of  Aquilla,  where  they 
diilributed  a manifeflo,  in  which  tlieCihieen  of  Hun- 
gary exhorted  the  Neapolitans  to  lhake  ofF  the  Spa- 
ntlh  yoke,  and  fubmit  again  to  the  l loufe  of  Aullria. 
Tiiis  flep,  however,  produced  little  or  no  effed  ; 
and  the  AulVrian  detachment  retiretl  at  the  approach 
of  the  JAiIvC  of  Vicuville,  with  a fuperior  number 
of  forces.  In  Augull,  Count  Brown,  at  the  head  of 
an  Aullrian  detachment,  fiirprized  VTdletri  in  the 
night ; and  the  King  of  the  'Ihvo  Sicilies,  with  the 
.b)uke  of  Modena,  were  in  the  utmoll  danger  of  being 
taken,  d'hey  efcaped  by  a poitern  w'itli  great  difh- 
culry,  and  repaired  to  the  quarters  of  Count  Gages, 
who  performetl  the  part  of  a great  (jcneral  on  this 
occafion.  He  rallied  the  fugitives,  ililjH'lled  the 
panick  ami  confufion  which  liad  begun  to  prevail  in 
his  camp,  and  made  a diljjofitlun  lor  ctitting  ofi'  the 
retreat  of  the  Aullrians.  Count  Brown,  finding  him- 
ft'lf  in  danger  of  being  furrounued,  thought  proper 
to  lecure  his  retreat,  wiilcli  he  elieded  with  preat 
art  and  gallantry,  carrying  off  a prodigious  booty. 
'I'hree  thouliind  Spaniards  are  faid  to  have  fallen  in 
this  adioii ; and  eight  hundred  men  v/ere  taken 
with  fome  Itandards  and  colours.  C'ounr  MarlanI, 
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a Neapolitan  General,  was  among  the  prifoners.  c 
The  Auftrians  loft  about  fix  hundred  men ; and  Ge-  ^ 
neral  Novati  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  : but 
the  exploit  produced  no  confequence  of  iiriportance. 
The  heats  of  autumn  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  Auf- 
trians, who  were  not  accuftomed  to  the  climate,  that 
Prince  Lobkowitz  faw  his  army  mouldering  away, 
without  any  poftibility  of  its  being  recruited  : befides, 
the  country  was  fo  drained  that  he  could  no  longer 
procure  fubfiftence.  Impelled  by  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  he  meditated  a retreat.  On  the  eleventh  day 
of  November,  he  decamped  from  Faiola,  marched 
under  the  walls  of  Rome,  pafted  the  Tiber  at  Ponte 
Molle,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  Pons  Mil- 
vius,  which  he  had  juft  time  to  break  down  behind 
him,  when  the  vanguard  of  the  Spaniards  and  Nea- 
politans appeared.  Part  of  his  rear-guard,  how- 
ever, was  taken,  with  Count  Sore  who  commanded 
it,  at  Nocera;  and  his  army  fuffered  greatly  by  de- 
fertion.  Neverthelefs,  he  continued  his  retreat  with 
' equal  fkill  and  expedition,  pafted  the  mountains  of 
Gubio,  and  by  the  way  of  Viterbo  reached  the  Bo- 
lognefe.  The  Pope  was  altogether  paftive.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  campaign  he  had  carefted  I^ob- 
kov/itz;  and  now  he  received  the  King  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  with  marks  of  the  warmeft  aftedlion.  That 
Prince  having  vifited  the  chief  curioftties  of  Rome, 
returned  to  Naples,  leaving  part  of  his  troops  under 
the  command  of  Count  Gages. 

§ XVI.  Fortune  iikewife  favoured  his  brother 
Don  Philip,  in  Savoy  and  Piedmont.  He  w'as,  early 
in  the  feafon,  joined  at  Antibes  by  the  French  army, 
under  the  conducl  of  the  Prince  of  Conti.  In  the 
latter  end  of  March,  the  combined  forces  pafted  the 
Var,  reduced  the  caftle  of  Afprem.ont,  and  entered 
the  city  of  Nice,  without  oppofition.  In  April,  they 
attacked  the  King  of  Sardinia,  who,  with  twenty 
thoufand  men,  was  ftrongly  entrenched  among  the 
mountains  at  Villa-Franca.  The  adion  was  obfti- 
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K nate  and  bloody;  but  their  numbers  and  perleve- 
^ ranee  prevailed.  He  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
pofts,  and  embark  on  board  of  the  Britilh  fquadron, 
which  tranfported  him  and  his  troops  to  Vado.  The 
intention  of  Don  Philip  was  to  penetrate  through  the 
territories  of  Genoa  into  the  Milanefe ; but  Admiral 
Matthews,  who  hovered  with  a flrong  fquadron  on 
that  coail,  fent  a mefiage  to  the  Republic k,  de- 
claring, that  fhould  the  combined  army  be  fuffered 
to  pafs  through  her  dominions,  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  would  conlider  fuch  a ftep  as  a breach  of 
their  neutrality.  The  Senate,  intimidated  by  this 
intimation,  entreated  the  Princes  to  defift  from  their 
delign ; and  they  refolved  to  choofe  another  route. 
They  defiled  towards  Piedmont,  and  afTaulted  the 
ftrong  poll  of  Chateau-Dauphine,  defended  by  the 
King  of  Sardinia  in  perfon.  After  a ciefperate  at- 
tack, in  which  they  loft  four  thoufand  men,  the  place 
was  taken : the  garrifon  of  Demont  furrendered  at 
diferetion,  and  the  whole  country  of  Piedmont  was 
laid  under  contribution.  His  Sardinian  Majefty  was 
not  in  a condition  to  hazard  a battle ; and,  there- 
fore, pofted  himfelf  at  Saluzzes,  in  order  to  cover 
his  capital.  The  combined  army  advanced  to  the 
ftrong  and  important  town  of  Coni,  which  was  in- 
vefted  in  the  beginning  of  September.  Baron  Leu- 
trum  the  governor  made  an  obftinate  defence,  and 
the  fituation  of  the  place  was  fuch  as  rendered  the 
fiege  difficult,  tedious,  and  bloody.  The  King  of 
Sardinia  being  reinforced  By  ten  thoufand  Auftrians, 
under  General  Pallavicini,  advanced  to  its  relief, 
and  a battle  enfued.  The  adfion  was  maintained 
with  great  vigour  on  both  lides,  till  night,  when  his 
Majefty  finding  it  impradlicable  to  force  the  enemy’s 
entrenchments,  retired  in  good  order  to  his  camp  at 
Muraflb.  Fie  afterwards  found  means  to  throw  a 
reinforcement  and  fupply  of  provifions  into  Coni ; 
and  the  heavy  rains  that  fell  at  this  period,  not  only 
retarded,  but  even  difpirited  the  befiegers.  'Never- 
4 thelefsj 
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thelefs,  the  Princes  perfifted  in  their  defign,  notwith-  CHAP, 
ftanding  a dearth  of  provifions,  and  the  approach  of  ^ 

winter,  till  the  latter,  end  of  November,  when  the  ,7^^, 
Chevalier  de  Soto  entered  the  place  with  fix  hun- 
dred frefh  men.  This  incident  was  no  fooner  known, 
than  the  Princes  abandoned  their  enterprize;  and 
leaving  their  fick  and  wounded  to  the  mercy  of  the 
Ihedmontefe,  marched  back  to  Demont.  Having 
difmantled  the  fortifications  of  this  place,  they  re- 
treated with  great  precipitation  to  Dauphine,  and 
were  dreadfully  harrafled  by  theVaudois  and  light 
troops  in  the  fervice  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  who 
now  again  faw  himfelf  in  poffefiion  of  Piedmont. 

The  French  troops  were  quartered  in  Dauphine ; 
but  Don  Philip  ftill  maintained  his  footing  in  Savoy, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  he  fleeced  without  mercy. 

§ XVII.  After  the  adlion  at  Toulon,  nothing  of 
confequence  was  atchieved  by  the  Britilh  fquadron 
in  the  Mediterranean ; and  indeed  the  naval  power 
of  Great-Britain  was,  during  the  fummer,  quite  in- 
aftive.  In  the  month  of  June,  Commodore  Anfon 
returned  from  his  voyage  of  three  years  and  nine 
months,  in  which  he  had  lurrounded  the  terraqueous 
globe.  We  have  form.erly  obferved,  that  he  failed  • 
with  a fmall  fquadron  to  the  South-Sea,  in  order  to 
annoy  the  Spanifh  fettlements  of  Chili  and  Peru. 

Two  of  his  large  flrips  having  been  feparated  from 
him  in  a florm  before  he  weathered  Cape-Horn,  had 
put  in  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  the  coafl:  of  Brafil, 
from  whence  they  returned  to  FTirope.  A frigate 
commanded  by  Captain  Cheap,  was  fhipwrecked  on 
a defolate  ifiand  in  the  South-Sea.  , Mr.  Anfon 
having  undergone  a dreadful  tempeft,  which  dif- 
perfed  his  fleet,  arrived  at  the  ifiand  of  Juan  Fernan- 
dez, where  he  was  joined  by  the'Gloucefter,  a fhip 
of  the  line,  a fioop,  and  a pink  loaded  with  provi- 
fions.  Thefe  were  the  remains  of  his  fquadron. 

He  made  prize  of  feveral  vefiels  ^ took  and  burned 
the  little  town  of  Paytas  fet  fail  from  the  coaft;  of 
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Mexico,  for  the  Phillippine  Ifles;  and  in  this  paf- 
fage  the  Gloiiceftcr  v/as  abandoned  and  funk : the 
other  veflels  had  been  deftroyed  for  want  of  men  to 
navigate  them,  fo  that  nothing  now  remained  but 
the  Commodore’s  own  Ihip,  the  Centurion,  and  that 
but  very  indifferently  manned;  for  the  crews  had 
been  horribly  thinned  by  hcknefs.  Incredible  were 
the  hardfhips  and  mifery  they  fuftained  from  the  fliat- 
tered  condition  of  the  fhips,  and  the  fcorbutick  dif- 
order,  when  they  reached  the  plentiful  illand  of  Ti- 
nian, where  they  were  fupplied  with  the  neceffary 
refrefhments.  Thence  they  profecuted  their  voyage 
to  the  river  of  Canton  in  China,  where  the  Commo- 
dore ordered  the  flaip  to  be  flieathed,  and  found 
means  to  procure  a reinforcement  of  failors.  The 
chief  objed  of  his  attention  was  the  rich  annual  fhip 
that  fails  between  Acapulco  in  Mexico,  and  Manilla, 
one  of  the  Phillippine  Iflands.  In  hopes  of  inter- 
cepting her,  he  fet  fail  from  Canton,  and  fleered  his 
courfe  back  to  the  ftraits  of  Manilla,  where  fhe  ac- 
tually fell  into  his  hands,  after  a fnort  but  vigorous 
engagement.  The  prize  was  called  Neuftra  Signora 
de  Cabodonga,  mounted  with  forty  guns,  manned 
with  fix  hundred  failors,  and  loaded  with  treafure 
and  effecls  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  and  thir- 
teen thouland  pounds  flerling ; with  this  windfall,  he 
returned  to  Canton  ; from  v/hence  he  proceeded  to 
the  Cape  of  Good-Hope,  and  profecuted  his  voyage 
to  England,  where  he  arrived  in  fafety.  Though 
this  fortunate  Commander  enriched  himfelf  by  an 
occurrence  that  may  be  termed  almofl  accidental, 
the  Britilli  nation  was  not  indemnified  for  the  ex- 
pence of  the  expedition  ; and  the  original  defign  was 
entirely  defeated.  Had  the  Manilla  fhip  efcaped  the 
vigilance  of  the  Englifh  Commodore,  he  might  have 
been,  at  his  return  to  England,  laid  afide  as  a fuper- 
annuated  Captain,  and  died  in  obfcurity:  but  his 
great  wealth  invefled  him  with  confiderable  influence, 
and  added  luflie  to  his  talents.  Pie  foon  became 

the 
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the  oracle  which  was  confiilted  in  all  naval  delibera-  ^ 
tions;  and  the  King  raifed  him  to  the  dignity  of  a ^ 
peerage.  In  July,  Sir  John  Balchen,  an  Admiral  of  174^. 
approved  valour  and  great  experience,  failed  from 
Spithead  with  a fcrong  f(]uadron,  in  queft  of  an  op- 
portunity to  attack  the  French  fleet  at  Bred,  under 
the  command  of  M.  de  Rochambault.  In  the  bay 
of  Bifcay  he  was  overtaken  by  a violent  dorm,  that 
difperfed  the  fliips,  and  drove  them  up  the  Englifli 
channel.  Admiral  Stewart,  with  the  greater  part  of 
them,  arrived  at  Plymouth  ; but  Sir  John  Balchen’s 
own  fliip,  the  Victory,  which  was  counted  the  mod 
beautiful  fird-rate  in  the  world,  foundered  at  fea ; 
and  this  brave  commander  periflied,  with  all  his  ^ 
officers,  voluntiers,  and  crew,  amounting  to  eleven 
hundred  choice  feamen.  On  the  fourth  day  of  Oc- 
tober, after  the  fiege  of  Friburg,  the  Marffial  Duke 
de  Belleifle,  and  his  brother,  happened,  in  their 
w’ay  to  Berlin,  to  halt  at  a village  in  the  fored  of 
Hartz,  dependent  on  the  eledtorate  of  Hanover. 

There  they  were  apprehended  by  the  bail  id*  of  the 
place,  and  conduced  as  prifbners  to  Oderode ; from 
whence  they  were  removed  to  Stade  on  the  tdbe, 
where  they  embarked  for  England.  They  redded  at 
Windfor  till  the  followino;  year,  when  they  were  al- 
lowed  the  benefit  of  the  cartel  which  had  been  eda- 
bliffied  between  Great-Britain  and  France  at  Franck- 
forl,  and  releafed  accordingly,  after  they  had  been 
treated  by  the  Britiffi  nobility  with  that  refpecl:  and 
holpitality  which  was  due  to  their  rank  and  merit 
§ XVm.  The  didentions  in  the  Britiffi  cabinet 
were  now  ripened  into  another  revolution  in  the  mi- 
nidry. I.ord  Carteret,  who  was  by  this  time  Earl 
Granville  in  confequence  of  his  mother’s  death,  had 
engrofled  the  royal  favour  fo  much,  that  the  Duke 

of. 


* IVlr.  Pope,  the  celebrated  poef,  died  In  ihe  rrionth  of  June.  Irx 
0(5iober,  the  old  Duchefs  of  Marlborough  refigned  her  breath,  in  the 
eighty-fifth  jeur  of  her  age;  iiiimenfely  rich,  and  very  little  legrettea, 
either  by  htr  ovt-n  family,  or  the  world  in  general. 
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of  N and  his  brother  are  faid  to  have  taken 

umbrage  at  his  influence  and  greatnefs.  He  had  in- 
curred the  refentment  of  thofe  who  were  diflin- 
guiflied  by  the  appellation  of  Patriots,  and  entirely 
forfeited  his  popularity.  The  two  brothers  were  very 
powerful  by  their  parliamentary  intereft ; they  knew 
their  own  ftrength,  and  engaged  in  a political  al- 
liance with  the  leading  men  in  the  oppofition,  againft 
the  prime  minifter  and  his  meafures.  This  coalition 
was  dignified  with  the  epithet  of  “ The  Broad  Bot- 
“ tom,”  as  if  it  had  been  efiabliflaed  on  a true  con- 
fcitutional  foundation,  comprehending  individuals  of 
every  clafs,  without  diftinftion  of  party.  The  ap- 
pellation, however,  which  they  aflfumed  was  after- 
wards converted  into  a term  of  derifion.  The  Earl 
of  Granville  perceiving  the  gathering  fl:orm,  and 
forefeeing  the  impoflibility  of  withfl.anding  fuch  an 
oppofition  in  Parliament,  wifely  avoided  the  impend- 
ing danger  and  difgrace,  by  a voluntary  refignation 
of  his  employments.  The  Earl  of  Harrington  fuc- 
ceeded  him  as  Secretary  of  State.  The  Duke  of 
Bedford  was  appointed  firfc  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield  declared  Lord-lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  The  LQrds  Gower  and  Cobham  were 
re-eftabliflied  in  the  offices  they  had  refigned ; Mr. 
Lyttelton  was  admitted  as  a Commiffioner  of  the 
'Treafury ; even  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  accepted  of 
a place  at  Court  j and  Sir  John  Phillips  fat  at  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  though  he  foon  re- 
nounced this  employment.  This  was  rather  a change 
of  men  than  of  meafures,  and  turned  out  to  the  eafe 
and  advantage  of  the  Sovereign  ; for  his  views  were 
no  longer  thwarted  by  an  obfliinate  Oppofition  in  Par- 
liament. The  feffion  was  opened  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  ufual  manner.  The 
Commons  unanimoufly  granted'  about  fix  millions 
and  a half  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  to  be 
raifed  by  the  land,  the  malt,  and  the  fait  taxes,  the 
finking  fund,  and  an  additional  duty  on  wines.  In 
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January,  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield  fee  out  for  the  c H A P. 
Hague,  with  the  chara6ler  of  AmbaiTador  extra- . ^ 

ordinary,  to  perHade,  if  poffible,  the  States-General 
to  engage  heartily  in  the  war.  About  the  fame  time, 
a treaty  of  quadruple  alliance  was  figned  at  Warfaw, 
by  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  the  King  of  Poland,  and 
the  Maritime  Powers.  This  was  a mutual  guarantee 
of  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  contradling  par- 
ties: but  his  Polifn  Majefty  was  paid  for  his  con- 
currence, with  an  annual  fubfidy  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  pounds,  two  thirds  of  which  were  de- 
frayed by  England,  and  the  remainder  was  dilburfed 
by  the  United  Provinces*. 

§ XIX.  The  bufmefs  of  the  Britifli  Parliament  An.  1745, 
being  difeuflfed,  the  feffion  Vv^as  clofed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  May  i and,  immediately  after  the  prorogation, 
the  King  fet  out  for  Elanover.  The  death  of  the 
Emperor  Charles  VII.  which  happened  in  the  month 
of  January,  had  entirely  changed  the  face  of  affairs 
in  the  Empire,  and  all  the  Princes  of  Germany  WTre 
in  commotion.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufeany,  con- 
Ibrt  to  her  Hungarian  Majeffy,  was  immediately 
declared  a candidate  for  the  Imperial  Crown  3 while 
his  pretenfions  were  warmly  oppofed  by  the  French 
King  and  h's  allies.  The  Court  of  Vienna,  taking 
advantage  of  the  late  Emperor’s  death,  fent  an  army 
to  invade  Bavaria  in  'the  month  of  March,  under 
the  condubt  of  General  Bathiani,  who  routed  the 
French  and  Palatine  troops  at  Pfiffenhoven  ; took 
polTefTion  of  Rain ; furrounded  and  difarmed  fix 
thoufand  Hefiians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ingold- 
ftadt ; and  drove  the  Bavarian  forces  out  of  the 
electorate.  The  young  Ele6tor  was  obliged  to  aban- 

* Robert  Earl  of  Orford,  late  Prirne  Mir.Iiier,  died  in  March,  af- 
ter having  for  a very  fliort  time  enjoyed  a peniion  of  four  thoufand 
pounds  granted  by  the  Crown,  iti  confiderarion  of  iiis  pail  fervices. 

Thougli  he  had  for  fuch  a length  of  time  direded  the  application  of 
the  publitk  trealure,  his  circumilances  were  not  affluent:  he  was  li- 
beral in  his  dilpolition,  and  had  fnch  a number  of  rapacious  depen- 
dents to  gratify,  that  little  was  left  for  his  own  private  occafions. 
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BOOK  don  his  capital,  and  retire  to  Angfburgh,  where  he 

^ found  himfelf  in  danger  of  lofing  all  his  dominions. 

In  this  emergency,  he  yielded  to  the  earneft  follici- 
tations  of  the  Emprefs  his  mother,  enforced  by  the 
advice  of  his  uncle,  the  Eledtor  of  Cologn,  and  of 
his  General,  Count  Seckendorff,  who  exhorted  him 
to  be  reconciled  to  the  Court  of  Vienna.  A nego- 
ciation  was  immediately  begun  at  FuelTen,  where,  in 
April,  the  treaty  was  concluded.  The  Queen  con- 
fented  to  recognize  the  Imperial  dignity,  as  having 
been  veiled  in  the  perfon  of  his  father ; to  acknow- 
ledge his  mother  as  Emprefs  Dowager ; to  reftore 
his  dominions,  with  all  the  fortrelTes,  artillery,  llores, 
and  ammunition,  which  llie  had  taken  ; on  the  other 
hand,  he  renounced  all  claim  to  the  fucceflion  of 
her  father,  and  became  guarantee  of  the  pragmatick 
fan6lion  ; he  acknowledged  the  validity  of  the  elec- 
toral vote  of  Bohemia  in  the  perfon  of  the  Queen; 
and  engaged  to  give  his  voice  for  the  Grand  Duke, 
at  the  enfuing  eledlion  of  a King  of  the  Romans. 
Until  that  Ihould  be  determined,  both  parties  agreed 
that  Ingoldlladt  fhould  be  garrifoned  by  neutral 
troops ; and  that  Braunau  and  Schardingen,  with  all 
the  country  lying  between  the  Inn  and  the  Saltza, 
Jhould  remain  in  the  Qiieen’s  polTeffion,  though 
without  prejudice  to  the  civil  government,  or  the 
Eledtor’s  revenue.  In  the  mean  time  he  difmilTed 
the  auxiliaries  that  were  in  his  pay,  and  they  were 
permitted  to  retire  without  molellation. 

. § XX.  The  Court  of  Vienna  had  now  fecured 
the  votes  of  all  the  Electors,  except  thofe  of  Bran- 
denburgh  and  the  Palatinate.  Neverthelefs,  France 
affembled  a powerful  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
BVanckfort,  in  order  to  influence  the  eledion.  But 
the  Aufiirian  army,  commanded  by  the  Grand  Duke 
in  perfon,  marched  thither  from  the  Danube ; and 
the  Prince  of  Conti  was  obliged  to  repafs  the  Rhine 
at  Nordlingen.  Then  the  Great  Duke  repaired  to 
Franckfort,  where,  on  the  fecond  day  of  September, 
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Ke  was  by  a majority  of  voices  declared  King  of  the'.c  hap. 
Romans,  and  Emperor  of  Germany.  Mean  while  ^ 

the  King  of  PriifiTia  had  made  great  progrefs  in  the 
conqueft  of  Silefia.  The  campaign  began  in  Janua- 
ry, when  the  Hungarian  infurgents  v/ere  obliged  to 
retire  into  Moravia.  In  the  following  month  the 
PruiTian  General  Lehwald  defeated  a body  of  twelve 
thoufand  Auftrians,  commanded  by  General  Helf- 
rich ; the  town  of  Ratibor  was  taken  by  aflault ; and 
the  King  entered  Silefia  in  May,  at  the  head  of 
feventy  thoufand  men.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine, 
being  joined  by  the  Duke  of  Saxe-WefTenfels  and 
twenty  thoufand  Saxons,  penetrated  into  Silefia  by  the 
defiles  of  Landfhut ; and  they  were  attacked  by  his 
Prufiian  Majefty  in  the  plains  of  Striegan,  near  Fried- 
berg.  The  battle  was  maintained  from  morning 
till  noon,  when  the  Saxons  giving  way.  Prince  Charles 
was  obliged  to  retire  with  the  iofs  of  twelve  thou- 
fand men,  and  a great  number  of  colours,  flandards, 
and  artillery.  This  vi6lory,  obtained  on  the  fourth 
day  of  June,  complete  as  it  was,  did  not  prove  deci- 
fivej  for,  though  the  vi6lor  transferred  the  feat  of 
the  war  into  Bohemia,  and  maintained  his  army  by 
raifing  contributions  in  that  country,  the  Auftrians 
refolved  to  hazard  another  engagement.  Their  aim 
was  to  furprize  him  in  his  camp  at  Sohr,  which  they 
attacked  on  the  thirtieth  of  September,  at  day-break : 
but  they  met  with  fuch  a warm  reception,  that  not- 
withftanding  their  repeated  efforts  during  the  fpace 
of  four  hours,  they  were  repulfed  with  confiderabie 
damage,  and  retreated  to  Jaromire,  leaving  five  thou- 
fand killed  upon  the  fpot,  befides  tw'o  thoufand  that 
were  taken,  with  many  ftandards,  and  twenty  pieces 
of  cannon.  The  lofs  of  this  battle  w'as  in  a great 
meafure  owing  to  the  avarice  of  the  irregulars,  who 
having  penetrated  into  the  Pruftian  camp,  began  to 
pillage  with  great  eagernefs,  giving  the  King  an  op- 
portunity to  rally  his  difordered  troops,  and  reftore 
the  battle : neverthelefs,  they  retired  with  the  plun- 
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BOO  Kder  of  his  baggage,  including  his  military  chefl,  the 
.officers  of  his  chancery,  his  own  fecretary,  and  all  the 
,745,  papers  of  his  cabinet. 

§ XXL  After  this  a61;ion  his  PrulTian  Majefly 
returned  to  Berlin,  and  breathed  nothing  but  peace 
and  moderation.  In  Auguft  he  had  figned  a con- 
vention with  the  King  of  Grcat-Britain,  who  became 
guarantee  of  his  poBeBions  in  Silefia,  as  yielded  by 
the  treaty  of  Breilau  3 and  he  promifed  to  vote  for 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  at  the  eledlion  of  an 
Emperor.  This  was  intended  as  the  bafis  of  a more 
general  accommodation.  But  he  now  pretended  to 
have  received  undoubted  intelligence,  that  the  King 
of  Poland  and  the  Queen  of  Elungary  had  agreed  to 
invade  Brandenburgh  with  three  different  armies ; 
and  that,  for  this  purpofe,  his  Polilh  Majefty  had  de- 
manded of  the  Czarina  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by- 
treaty  between  the  two  Crowns.  Alarmed,  or  feem- 
ingly  alarmed,  at  this  information,  he  follicited  the 
Maritime  Powers  to  fulfil  ■ their  engagements,  and 
interpofe  their  good  offices  with  the  Court  of  Peterf- 
burgh.  Yet,  far  from  waiting  for  the  refult  of  thefe 
remonftrances,  he  made  a fudderi  irruption  into  Lu- 
fatia,  took  poffeiiion  of  Gorlitz,  and  obliged  Prince 
Charles  of  Lorraine  to  retire  before  him  into  Bo- 
hemia. Then  he  entered  Leipfick,  and  laid  Saxony 
under  contribution.  The  King  of  Poland,  unable 
to  refift  the  torrent,  quitted  his  capital,  and  took 
refuge  in  Prague.  His  troops,  reinforced  by  a body 
of  Auftrians,  were  defeated  at  Pirna  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  December;  and  his  Pruffian  Majefty  became 
mafterof  Drefden  without  further  oppofition.  The 
King  of  Poland,  thus  deprived  of  his  hereditary 
dominions,  was  fain  to  acquiefce  in  fuch  terms  as 
the  conqueror  thought  proper  to  impofe ; and  the 
treaty  of  Drefden  was  concluded,  under  the  media- 
tion of  his  Britannick  Majefty.  By  this  convention 
the  King  of  Pruffia  retained  all  the  contributions  he 
had  levied  in  Saxony  j and  was  entitled  to  a million 
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of  German  crowns,  to  be  paid  by  his  Polifh  Ma-  chap* 
jefty  at  the  next  fair  of  Leipfick.  He  and  the  ^ 

Elector  Palatine  confented  to  acknowledge  the  Grand  ,74.^. 
Duke  as  Emperor  of  Germany ; and  this  laft  con- 
firmed to  his  Pruffian  Majefty  certain  privileges 

non  evocando,  which  had  been  granted  by  the  late 
Emperor,  with  regard  to  fome  territories  pofiefled 
by  the  King  of  Pruffia,  though  not  belonging  to  the 
eleftorate  of  Brandenburgh.  Immediately  after  the 
ratification  of  this  treaty,  the  Prufhan  troops  evacu- 
ated Saxony  5 and  the  peace  of  Germany  was  re- 
ftored. 

§ XXII.  Though  the  French  King  could  not 
prevent  the  elevation  of  the  Grand  Duke  to  the 
Imperial  throne,  he  refolved  to  humble  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria,  by  making  a conqueft  of  the  Nether- 
lands. A prodigious  army  was  there  affembled, 
under  the  aufpices  of  Marefchal  Count  de  Saxe ; 
and  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  with  the  Dauphin, 
arriving  in  the  camp,  they  invefted  the  ftrong  town 
of  Tournay  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April.  The 
Dutch  garrifon  confifted  of  eight  thoufand  men, 
commanded  by  t*he  old  Baron  Dorth,  who  made  a 
vigorous  defence.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  af- 
fumed  the  chief  command  of  the  allied  army  aflem- 
bled  at  Soignies : he  was  aflifted  with  the  advice  of 
the  Count  Konigfeg,  an  Auftrian  General,  and  the 
.Prince  ofWaldeck,  commander  of  the  Dutch  forces. 

Their  army  was  greatly  inferior  in  number  to  that 
of  the  enemy  ; neverthelefs,  they  refolved  to  march 
to  the  relief  of  Tournay.  They  accordingly  advanced 
to  Leufe ; and  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April 
took  poft  at  Maulbre,  in  fight  of  the  French  army, 
which  was  encamped  on  an  eminence,  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Antoine  to  a large  wood  beyond  Vezon, 
having  Fontenoy  in  their  front.  Next  day  was  em- 
ployed by  the  allies  in  driving  the  enemy  from  fome 
outpofts,  and  clearing  the  defiles  through  which 
they  were  obliged  to  advance  to  the  attack  j while 
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BOOK  the  French  completed  their  batteries,  and  made  the 
^ inofl:  formidable  preparations  for  their  reception. 

1745.  On  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, having  made  the  proper  difpofitions,  began 
his  march  to  the  enemy  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing ; a brifle  cannonade  enfued ; and  about  nine 
both  armies  were  engaged.  The  Britifh  infantry 
drove  the  French  beyond  their  lines:  but  the  left 
wing  failing  in  the  attack  on  the  village  of  Fontenoy, 
and  the  cavalry  forbearing  to  advance  on  the  flanks, 
they  meafured  back  their  ground  with  fome  difor- 
der,  from  the  prodigious  fire  of  the  French  batte-  ^ 
ries.  They  rallied,  however,  and  returning  to  the 
charge  with  redoubled  ardour,  repulfed  the  enemy 
to  their  camp  with  great  daughter ; but,  being 
wholly  iinfupported  by  the  other  wing,  and  expofed 
both  in  front  and  flank  to  a dreadful  fire,  which  did 
great  execution,  the  Duke  was  obliged  to  make  the 
neceflary  difpofitions  for  a retreat  about  three  o’clock  , 
in  the  afternoon ; and  this  was  eftefted  in  tolerable 
order.  The  battle  was  fought  with  great  obftinacy, 
and  the  carnage  on  both  fides  was  very  confiderable. 
The  allies  loft  about  twelve  thoufand  men,  including 
a good  number  of  officers ; among  thefe  were  Lieu- 
tenant-General Campbell,  and  Major-General  Pon- 
fonby.  The  vi£lory  coft  the  French  almofl  an  equal 
number  of  lives ; and  no  honour  was  loft  by  the 
vanqtiifhed.  Had  the  allies  given  battle  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  before  the  enemy  had  taken  their  mca- 
fures,  and  received  all  their  reinforcements,  they 
might  have  fucceeded  in  their  endeavours  to  relieve 
^ /I  ournay.  Although  the  attack  was  generally  judged 
rafli  and  precipftate,  the  Britifli  and  Hanoverian 
troops  fought  with  fuch  intrepidity  and  perfeverance, 
that  if  they  had  been  properly  fuftained  by  the  Dutch 
forces,  and  their  flanks  covered  by  the  cavalry,  the 
French,  in  all  likelihood,  would  have  been  obliged 
to  abandon  their  enterprize.  The  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland left  his  fick  and  wounded  to  the  humanity 
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of  the  victors  j and  retiring  to  Aeth,  encamped  in  chap. 
an  advantageous  fituation  at  Leffines.  The  garri-  ^ 

Ion  of  Tournay,  though  now  deprived  of  all  hope  of 
fuccour,  maintained  the  place  to  the  twenty-firft 
day  of  June,  when  the  Governor  obtained  an  ho- 
nourable capitulation.  After  the  conqueft  of  this 
frontier,  which  was  difmantled,  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, apprehending  the  enemy  had  a defign  upon 
Ghent,  fent  a detachment  of  four  thoufand  men  to 
reinforce  the  garrifon  of  that  city  : but  they  fell  into 
an  ambufcade  at  Pas-du-mele ; and  were  killed  or 
taken,  except  a few  dragoons  that  efcaped  to  Ollend  : 
on  that  very  night,  which  was  the  twelfth  of  June, 

Ghent  was  furprized  by  a detachment  of  the  French 
army.  Then  they  invefted  Oftend,  which,  though 
defended  by  an  Englifh  garrifon,  and  open  to  the 
fea,  was,  after  a fhort  fiege,  furrendered  by  capitu- 
lation on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Auguft.  Dender- 
monde,  Oudenarde,  Newport,  and  Aeth,  under- 
went the  fame  fate ; while  the  allied  army  lay  en- 
trenched beyond  the  canal  of  Antwerp.  The  French 
King  having  fubdued  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  Au- 
ftrian  Netherlands,  returned  to  Paris,  which  he  en- 
tered in  triumph. 

§ XXIII.  The  campaign  in  Italy  was  unpropi- 
tious  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia. Count  Gages  pafled  the  Apennines,  and  en- 
tered the  State  of  Lucca : from  thence  he  proceeded 
by  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Genoa  to  Leftride-Levante. 

The  jundion  of  the  two  armies  was  thus  accom- 
plidied,  and  reinforced  with  ten  thoufand  Genoefe : 
mean  while  Prince  Lobkowitz  decamped  from  Mo- 
dena and  took  poll  at  Parma : but  he  was  foon  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Count  Schuylemberg,  and  fent  to  com- 
mand the  Auflrians  in  Bohemia.  The  Spaniards 
entered  the  Milanefe  without  further  oppofition. 

Count  Gages,  with  thirty  thoufand  men,  took  pof- 
felTion  of  Serravalle  j and  advancing  towards  Pla- 
centia, obliged  the  Auftrians  to  retire  under  the 
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U 0^0  K cannon  of  Tortona : but  when  Don  Philip,  at  the 
^ head  of  forty  thoufand  troops,  made  himfeif  mafter 

1745.  of  Acqui,  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  the  Auftrian 
General,  unable  to  ftem  the  torrent,  retreated  be- 
hind the  Tanaro.  The  ftrong  citadel  of  I'ortona 
was  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  who  likewife  reduced 
Parma  and  Placentia ; and  forcing  the  paflage  of  the 
Tanaro,  compelled  his  Sardinian  Majefty  to  take 
ikelter  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Po.  Then  Pavia 
was  won  by  fcalade  j and  the  city  of  Milan  fubmit- 
led  to  the  Infant,  though  the  Auftrian  garrifon  ftill 
maintained  the  citadel : all  Piedmont,  on  both  fides 
' of  the  Po,  as  far  as  Turin,  was  reduced,  and  even 

that  capital  threatened  with  a fiege  ; fo  that  by  the 
month  of  October  the  territories  belonging  to  the 
TIoufe  of  Auftria,  in  Italy,  w;re  wholly  fubdued ; 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia  ftripped  of  all  his  domi- 
nions: yet  he  continued  firm  and  true  to  his  en- 
gagements, and  deaf  to  all  propofals  of  a feparate 
accommodation. 

§ XXIV.  The  naval  tranfaflions  of  Great-Britain 
were  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  remarkably  fpirited. 
In  the  Mediterranean,  Admiral  Rowley  had  luc- 
ceeded  Matthev/s  in  the  conrmand  : Savona,  Genoa, 
Final,  St.  Remo,  with  Baftia,  the  capital  of  Cor- 
fica,  were  bombarded : fevei  al  Spanilh  fliips  were 
taken : but  he  could  not  prevent  the  fafe  arrival  of 
their  rich  Havannah  fquadron  at  Corunna.  Com- 
modore Barnet,  in  the  E aft- Indies,  made  prize  of 
feveral  French  ihips,  richly  laden  ; and  Commodore 
Tov/nfhend,  in  the  latitude  of  Martinico,  took  about 
thirty  merchant  fnips  belonging  to  the  enemy,  un- 
der convoy  of  four  ftiips  of  war,  two  of  which  v/ere 
deftroyed.  The  Engliili  privateers  likewife  met  with 
uncommon  fuccefs.  But  the  mail  important 
atchievemient  v/as  the  conqueft  of  Louifbourg  on 
the  ifie  of  Cape-Breton,  in  North- Amierica  : a place 
of  great  confequence,  which  the  French  had  fortified 
at  a prodigious  expence.  The  fcheme  of  reducing 
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this  fortrefs  was  planned  in  Bodon,  recommended  c hap. 


by  their  general  afiembly,  and 


Majefty,  who  fent  indriudions  to  Commodore  War-*  ,7^5, 
ren,  Rationed  off  the  Leeward-IHands,  to  fail  for 
the  northern  parts  oi  America,  and  co-operate  with 
the  forces  of  New-England  in  this  expedition.  A 
body  of  fix  thoufand  men  was  formed  under  the 
condiidt  of  Mr.  Pepperel,  a trader  of  Pifcataquay, 
whofe  influence  was  extenfive  in  that  country ; 
though  he  was  a man  of  little  or  no  education,  and 
utterly  unacquainted  with  military  operations.  In 
April  ?ylr.  Warren  arrived  at  Canfo  with  ten  fhips 
of  war;  and  the  troops  of  New-England  being  em- 
barked in  tranfports,  failed  immediately  for  the  ifie 
of  Cape-Breton,  where  they  landed  without  oppofi- 
tion.  The  enemy  abandoned  their  gr*and  battery, 
which  w^as  detached  from  the  towm  : and  the  imme- 
diate feizure  of  it  contributed  in  a good  meafure  to 
the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize.  While  the  American 
troops,  reinforced  by  eight  hundred  marines,  carried 
on  their  approaches  by  land,  the  fquadron  blocked 
up  the  place  by  fea  in  fuch  a manner,  that  no  fuc- 
cours  could  be  introduced.  A French  fhip  of  the 
line,  v/ith  fome  fmaller  veffels  deftined  for  the  relief 
of  the  garrifon,  were  intercepted  and  taken  by  the 
Britifh  criuzers ; and,  indeed,  the  redueflion  of 
Louifbourg  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  vigilance  and 
a61:ivity  of  Mr.  Warren,  one  of  the  bravefl:  and  belt 
officers  in  the  fervice  of  F.ngland.  The  operations 
of  the  fiege  w^ere  wholly  conduhted  by  the  engineers 
and  officeis  wffio  commanded  the  Britifh  marines; 
and  the  Americans,  being  ignorant  of  w’ar,  were  con- 
tented to  aeff  under  their  directions.  The  town  be- 
ing confiderably  damaged  by  the  bombs  and  bullets 
of  the  befiegers,  and  the  garrifon  defpairing  of  re- 
lief, the  Governor  capitulated  on  the  feventeenth 
day  of  June,  when  the  city  of  Louifbourg,  and  the 
ifle  of  Cape-Breton,  were  furrendered  to  his  Britan- 
nick  Majefty.  The  garrifon  and  inhabitants  engaged 
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BOOK  that  they  would  not  bear  arms  for  twelve  months 
. againft  Great-Britain  or  her  allies ; and  being  em- 

barked  in  fourteen  cartel  fliips,  were  tranfported  to 
Rochefort.  In  a few  days  after  the  furrender  of 
Louifbourg,  two  French  Eafc- India  fliips,  and  ano- 
ther from  Peru,  laden  with  treafure,  failed  into  the 
harbour,  on  the  fuppofition  that  it  ftill  belonged  to 
France,  and  were  taken  by  the  Englifli  fquadron. 

§ XXV.  The  news  of  this  conqueft  being  tranf- 
niitted  to  England,  Mr.  Pepperel  was  preferred  to 
the  dignity  of  a Baronet  of  Great-Britain,  and  con- 
gratulatory addrefles  were  prefented  to  the  King  on 
the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefly’s  arms.  The  poflefTion 
of  Cape-Breton  was,  doubtlefs,  a valuable  acqui- 
fition  to  Great-Britain.  It  not  only  diftreffed  the 
French  in  their  fifhery  and  navigation,  but  removed 
all  fears  of  encroachment  and  rivalfliip  from  the 
Englifh  filEers  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.  It 
freed  New-England  from  the  terrors  of  a dangerous 
neighbour ; over-awed  the  Indians  of  that  country 
and  fecured  the  pofleflion  of  Acadia  to  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain.  The  plan  of  this  conqueil  was  ori- 
ginally laid  by  Mr.  Auchmuty,  judge- advocate  of 
the  court  of  Admiraltv  in  New-England.  He  de- 
monftrated,  that  the  redu6tion  of  Cape-Breton  would 
put  the  Engl i 111  in  foie  pofleffion  of  the  fifliery  of 
North-America,  which  would  annually  return  to 
Great  Britain  two  millions  fterling  for  the  manufac- 
tures yearly  flipped  to  the  plantations  j employ 
many  thouland  families  that  were  otherw^ife  unfer- 
viceable  to  the  publick ; increafe  the  flipping  and 
mariners : extend  navigation  ; cut  off  all  communi- 
cation between  France  and  Canada  by  the  river  St. 
Eaurence ; fo  that  Quebeck  would  fall  of  courfe 
into  the  hands  of  the  Englifi,  who  might  expel  the 
Fd-ench  entirely  from  America,  open  a correfpon- 
dence  with  the  remote  Indians,  and  render  them- 
felves  mafters  of  the  profitable  fur-trade,  which  was 
now  engroffed  by  the  enemy.  The  natives  of  New- 
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England  acquired  great  glory  from  the  fuccefs  of  C H A P. 
this  enterprize.  Britain,  which  had  in  fome  inflances 
behaved  like  a ftepmother  to  her  own  colonies,  was 
now  convinced  of  their  importance ; and  treated 
thofe  as  brethren  whom  flie  had  too  long  confidered 
as  aliens  and  rivals.  Circiimftanced  as  the  nation 
is,  the  legiflature  cannot  too  tenderly  cherifli  the 
intereils  of  the  BritilTi  plantations  in  America.  They 
are  inhabited  by  a brave,  hardy,  induftrious  peo- 
ple, animated  with  an  active  fpirit  of  commerce ; 
infpired  with  a noble  zeal  for  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence. The  trade  of  Great-Britain,  cloaiged  with 
heavy  taxes  and  impofitions,  has  for  fome  time  lan- 
guiflied  in  many  valuable  branches.  The  French 
have  iinderfold  our  cloths,  and  fpoiied  our  markets 
in  the  Levant.  Spain  is  no  longer  fupplied  as  ufual 
with  the  commodities  of  England  : the  exports  to 
Germany  mull  be  confiderably  diminifhed  by  the 
mifunderftanding  between  Great-Britain  and  the 
FToule  of  Aufbria ; confequently,  her  greateft  re- 
fource  muft  be  in  her  communication  with  her  own 
colonics,  which  confume  her  manufa(5lures,  and 
make  immenfe  returns  in  fugar,  rum,  tobacco,' 
fifli,  timber,  naval  (lores,  iron,  furs,  drugs,  rice, 
and  indigo.  The  fouthern  plantations  likewife  pro- 
duce filk  i and  with  due  encouragement  might  fur- 
niHi  every  thing  that  could  be  expedled  from  the 
moil  fertile  foil  and  the  happieil  climate.  The  con- 
tinent of  North- America,  if  properly  cultivated,  will 
prove  an  inexhauflible  fund  of  wealth  and  flrength  to 
Great-Britain  ; and  perhaps  it  may  become  the  laft 
afylum  of  Britiili  liberty.  When  the  nation  is  enilaved 
by  domeflick  delpotifm  or  foreign  dominion  j when 
lier  fubilance  is  wafted,  her  fpirit  broken,  and  the  laws 
and  conftitution  of  England  are  no  more  ; then  thofe 
colonies,  fent  off  by  our  fathers,  may  receive  and 
entertain  their  fons  as  haplefs  exiles,  and  ruined 
refugees. 
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§ XXVI.  While  the  continent  of  Europe  and  the 
ifles  of  America  were  thus  expofed  to  the  ravages  of 
war,  and  fubjeded  to  fuch  viciffitudes  of  fortune, 
Gj  eat-Britain  underw^ent  a dangerous  convulfion  in 
her  own  bowels.  The  fon  of  the  Chevalier  de  St. 
George,  fired  with  ambition,  and  animated  with  the 
hope  of  afcending  the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  re- 
folved  to  make  an  effort  for  that  purpofe,  which, 
though  it  might  not  be  crowned  with  fuccefs,  fhould 
at  leaf;  aftonifli  all  Chriffendom.  The  Jacobites  in 
England  and  Scotland  had  promifed,  that  if  he  would 
land  in  Britain  at  the  head  of  a regular  army,  they 
would  fupply  him  with  provifions,  carriages,  and 
horfes,  and  a great  number  of  them  declared  they 
would  take  up  arms,  and  join  his  ftandard  : but 
they  difapproved  of  his  coming  over  without  forces, 
as  a dangerous  enterprize,  that  would  in  all  proba- 
bility end  in  the  ruin  of  himfelf  and  all  his  adherents. 
This  advice,  including  an  exaft  detail  of  his  father’s 
intereft,  with  the  difpofitions  of  his  particular  friends 
in  every  town  and  county,  was  tranfmitted  to  Lon- 
don in  January,  in  order  to  be  forwarded  to  Prince 
Charles  : but  the  perfon  with  whom  it  was  entruffed 
could  find  no  fafe  method  of  conveyance ; fo  that 
he  fent  it  back  to  Scotland,  from  whence  it  w^as  dif-' 
patched  to  France;  but  before  it  reached  Paris, 
Charles  had  left  that  kingdom.  Had  the  paper 
come  to  his  hands  in  due  time,  perhaps  he  would 
not  have  embarked  in  the  undertaking,  though  he 
was  ftimulated  to  the  attempt  by  many  concurring 
motives.  Certain  it  is,  he  was  cajoled  by  the  fan-' 
guine  mifreprefentations  of  a few  adventurers,  who 
hoped  to  profit  by  the  expedition.  They  aflured 
him,  that  the  whole  nation  was  difaffedted  to  the 
reigning  family  : that  the  people  could  no  longer 
bear  the  immenfe  load  of  taxes,  which  v/as  daily  in- 
creafing ; and  that  the  moil  confiderable  perfons  of 
the  kingdom  would  gladly  feize  the  firff:  opportunity 
of  crowding  to  his,ffandard.  On  the  other  hand, 

he 
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he  knew  the  Britifn  government  had  taken  Tome  chap. 
rfFe6lual  fteps  to  alienate  the  friends  of  his  houfe  , 
from  the  principles  they  had  hitherto  profeffed.  ' 

Some  of  them  had  accepted  pofts  and  penfions : 
others  were  preferred  in  the  army;  and  the  Parlia- 
ment were  fo  attached  to  the  reigning  family,  that 
he  had  nothing  to  hope  from  their  deliberations.  He 
expe6led  no  material  fuccour  from  the  court  of 
France : he  forefiw  that  delay  would  diminifli  the 
number  of  his  adherents  in  Great-Britain ; and, 
therefore,  refolved  to  feize  the  prefent  occafion,  which 
in  many  refpefts  was  propitious  to  his  defign.  With-. 
out  doubt,  had  he  been  properly  fupported,  he  could 
not  have  found  a more  favourable  opportunity  of 
excitino;  an  inteftine  commotion  in  Great-Britain : 
for  Scotland  was  quite  unfurnifhed  with  troops ; 

King  George  was  in  Germany;  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, at  the  head'  of  the  Britifh  army,  was  em- 
ployed in  Flanders,  and  great  part  of  the  High- 
landers were  keen  for  infurredtion.  Their  natural 
principles  were  on  this  occafion  ftimulated  by  the 
fuggeftions  of  revenge.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  a regiment  of  thofe  people  had  been  formed, 
and  tranfported  with  the  reft  of  the  Britifh  troops  to 
Flanders.  Before  they  were  embarked,  a number 
of  them  deferted  with  their  arms,  on  pretence  that 
they  had  been  decoyed  into  the  fervice,  by  promifes 
and  afllirances  that  they  ftiould  never  be  fent  abroad ; 
and  this  was  really  the  cafe.  They  were  overtaken 
by  a body  of  horfe,  perfuaded  to  fubmit,  brought 
back  to  London  pinioned  like  malefaclors,  and  tried 
for  defertion.  Three  were  (hot  to  death  in  terrorem  ; 
and  the  reft  were  lent  in  exile  to  the  plantations. 

Thofe  who  fuffered  were  perfons  of  fome  confequence 
in  their  own  country ; and  their  fate  was  deeply  re- 
fented  by  the  clans  to  which  they  belonged.  It  was 
confidered  as  a national  outrage ; and  the  High- 
landers, who  are  naturally  vindidive,  waited  impa- 
tiently for  an  opportunity  of  vengeance, 
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BOOK  § XXVII.  Tlie  young  Pretender  being  furniflieci 
II.  ^with  a lum  of  money,  and  a fupply  of  arms,  on  his 
private  credit,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  French 
* ' court,  wrote  letters  to  his  friends  in  Scotland,  ex- 
plaining his  defign  and  fituation,  intimating  the 
place  where  he  intended  to  land,  communicating  a 
private  fignal,  and  affuring  them  he  Jliould  be  with 
them  by  the  middle  of  June.  Thefe  precautions 
being  taken,  he  embarked  on  board  of  a fmall  fri- 
gate at  Port  St.  Nazaire,  accompanied  by  the  Mar- 
quis of  Tullibardine,  Sir  Thomas  Sheridan,  Sir 
John  Macdonald,  with  a few  other  Irifli  and  Scot- 
tifn  adventurers  j and  fetting  fail  on  the  fourteenth 
of  July,  was  joined  off  Belieifle  by  the  Elifabeth,  a 
French  fliip  of  war,  mounted  with  fixty-fix  guns, 
as  his  convoy  *.  Their  defign  was  to  fail  round 
Ireland,  and  land  in  the  weftern  part  of  Scotland; 
but  falling  in  with  the  Lion,  an  Englifh  hiip  of  the 
line,  a very  obllinate  and  bloody  adtion  enfued.  The 
Elifabeth  was  fo  difabled  that  llie  could  not  profe- 
cute  the  voyage,  and  with  difficulty  reached  the  har- 
bour of  Breft  ; but  the  I-ion  was  ffiattered  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  ffie  floated  like  a wreck  upon  the  wa- 
ter. The  difafter  of  the  Elifabeth  was  a great  mif- 
fortune  to  the  Adventurer,  as  by  her  being  difabled 
he  loft  a great  quantity  of  arms,  and  about  one  hun- 
dred able  officers,  who  were  embarked  on  board  of 
her  for  the  benefit  of  his  expedition.  Had  this  ffiip 
arrived  in  Scotland,  fne  could  eafily  have  reduced 
Fort-William,  fituated  in  the  midft  of  the  clans  at- 
tached to  the  Stuart  family.  Such  a conqueft,  by 
giving  luftre  to  the  Prince’s  arms,  would  have  allured 
many  to  his  ftandard,  who  were  indifferent  in  point 
of  principle ; and  encouraged  a great  number  of 
Highlanders  to  join  him,  who  were  reftridled  by  the 
apprehenfion,  that  their  wives  and  families  would 

be 


* The  Elifabeth,  a King’s  fhip,  was  procured  as  a convoy,  by 
the  intereft  of  Mr.  Walfh,  an  Irifli  merchant  at  Nantes  ; and  on 
board  of  her  fifty  French  young  genilenien  embarked  as  volunteers. 
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be  fubje^l  to  infuks  from  the  Englifh  garrifon  of  this  CHAP, 
fortrefs.  Prince  Charles,  in  the  frigate,  continued  his 
courfe  to  the  weftern  iiles  of  Scotland.  After  a 
voyage  of  eighteen  days  he  landed  on  a little  ifland 
between  Barra  and  South-Inft,  two  of  the  Hebrides: 
then  he  reimbarked,  and  in  a few  days  arrived  at 
Borodale  in  Arnfacy,  on  the  confines  of  Lochnan- 
nach,  where  he  was  in  a little  time  joined  by  a con- 
fiderable  number  of  hardy  mountaineers,  under  their 
refpe^live  chiefs  or  leaders.  On  the  nineteenth  day 
of  Auguft,  the  Marquis  of  Tullibardine  erected 
the  Pretender’s  ftandard  at  Glenfinnan.  Some  of 
thofe,  however,  on  whom  Charles  principally  de- 
pended, now  flood  aloof,  either  fludluating  in  their 
principles,  aftoniflied  at  the  boldnefs  of  the  under- 
taking, or  flartled  at  the  remonftrances  of  their 
friends,  who  did  not  fail  to  reprefent,  in  aggravated 
colours,  all  the  danger  of  embarking  in  fuch  a def- 
perate  enterprize.  Had  the  government  a6led  with 
proper  vigour  when  they  received  intelligence  of  his 
arrival,  the  Adventurer  mufl  have  been  crufhed  in 
embrio,  before  any  confiderable  number  of  his  ad- 
herents could  have  been  brought  together : but  the 
Lords  of  the  Regency  feemed  to  flight  the  informa- 
tion, and  even  to  fufpe6l  the  integrity  of  thofe  by 
whom  it  was  conveyed.  They  were  foon  convinced 
of  their  miftake.  Prince  Charles  having  affembled 
about  twelve  hundred  men,  encamped  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Fort- William  ; and  immediately  hofti- 
lities  w'ere  commenced.  A handful  of  Keppoch’s 
clan,  commanded  by  Major  Donald  Mac  Donald, 
even  before  they  joined  the  Pretender,  attacked  two 
companies  of  new-raifed  foldiers,  who,  with  their 
officer,  were  difarmed  after  an  obflinate  difpute  : 
another  Captain  of  the  King’s  forces,  falling  into 
their  hands,  was  courteoufly  difmiffed  with  one  of 
the  Pretender’s  manifeflos,  and  a paffport  for  his 
perfonal  fafety.  The  adminiflration  was  now  effec- 
tually alarmed.  The  Lords  of  the  Regency  iffiued 
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a proclamation,  offering  a rewar<i  of  thirty  thoufand 
pounds  ,to  any  perfon  who  fhould  apprehend  the 
Prince- Adventurer.  The  fame  price  was  fet  upon 
the  head  of  the  Ele(5tor  of  Hanover,  in  a proclama- 
tion publifhed  by  the  Pretender.  A courier  was 
difpatched  to  Holland,  to  haften  the  return  of  his 
Majcfty,  who  arrived  in  England  about  the  latter 
end  of  Augufe.  A requiCition  was  made  of  the  fix 
thoufand  Dutch  auxiliaries ; and  feverai  Britiih  regi- 
ments were  recalled  from  the  Netherlands.  A loyal 
addrefs  was  prefen  ted  to  the  King  by  the  city  of 
London  ; and  the  merchants  of  this  metropolis  re- 
folved  to  raife  two  regiments  at  their  own  expence. 
Orders  were  iffued  to  keep  the  trained-bands  in 
readinefs  j to  array  the  militia  of  Weftminfter  ; and 
inftru61:ions  to  the  fame  effebl  v/ere  fent  to  all  the 
Lord-Lieutenants  of  the  counties  throughout  the 
kingdom.  The  principal  noblemen  of  the  nation 
made  a tender  of  their  fervices  to  their  Sovereign  ; 
and  fome  of  them  received  commiffions  to  levy  regi- 
ments towards  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion.  Bo- 
dies of  volunteers  were  incorporated  in  London,  and 
many  other  places  j affociations  were  formed,  large 
contributions  raifed  in  different  towns,  counties, 
and  communities  and  a great  number  of  eminent 
merchants  in  London  agreed  to  fupport  the  publick 
credit,  by  receiving,  as  ufual.  Bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment, for  the  purpofes  of  trafHck.  The  Protelfant 
alergy  of  all  denominations  exerted  themfelves  with 
extraordinary  ardour,  in  preaching  againft  the  reli- 
gion of  Rome  and  the  Pretender ; and  the  friends 
of  the  government  were  encouraged,  animated,  and 
confirmed  in  their  principles,  by  feverai  fpiritual 
produdlions  publifhed  for  the  occalion. 

§ XXVIII.  In  a word,  the  bulk  of  the  nation 
feemed  unanimoufly  bent  upon  oppofing  the  enter- 
prize  of  the  Pretender,  who,  neverthelefs,  had  al- 
ready made  furprifing  progrefs.  His  arrival  in  Scot- 
land was  no  fooner  confirmed,  than  Sir  John  Cope, 

who 
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^'lio  commanded  the  troops  in  that  kingdom;  c ii  a p. 
afTembled  what  force  he  could  bring  together,  and 
advanced  againib  the  rebels.  Underfcanding,  how-  ' 
ever,  that  they  had  taken  poiTeirion  of  a ftrong  pafs, 
he  changed  his  route,  and  proceeded  northwards 
as  fir  as  Invernefs,  leaving  the  capital  and  the  fouth- 
ern  parts  of' North-Britain  v;holiy  expofed  to  the 
incurfions  of  the  enemy.  The  Highlanders  forth- 
with marched  to  Perth,  v/here  the  Chevalier  de  St. 

George  was  proclaimed  King  of  Great-Brirain,  and 
tlie  publick  money  leized  for  his  ufe  ; the  faime  Heps 
were  taken  at  Dundee,  and  other  places.  Prince 
Charles  was  joined  by  the  nobleman  who  afiumed 
the  title  of  Duke  of  Fei-th,  the  Vifeount  Strathal- 
ian,  Lord  Nairn,  ]_.ord  George  Murray,  and  many 
jierfons  ol  diftinclion,  with  their  followers.  The 
Marquis  of  Tuliibardine,  who  had  accompanied 
11  im  from  France,  took  poireffion  of  Athol,  as  heir 
of  blood  to  the  titles  and  eftate  wFich  his  younger 
brother  enjoyed  in  confequence  of  his  attainder  3 and 
met  with  fome  fuccefs  in  arming  the  tenants  for  the 
fupport  of  that  caufe  which  he  avowed.  The  rebel 
army  being  confiderably  augmented,  though  very 
ill  provided  with  arms,  croffed  the  Forth  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stirling,  and  advanced  towards 
Edinburgh,  where  they  were  joined  by  Lord  Elchoy 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Vvemys,  and  other  perfons  of  fome 
didindion.  On  the  fixteenth  day  of  September^ 

Charles  lummoned  the  town  to  furrender.  The 
inhabitants  were  divided  by  faction,  and  diftraded 
by  fear ; the  place  was  not  in  a pofture  of  defence, 
and  the  magiftrates  would  not  expofe  the  people  to 
the  uncertain  iffue  of  an  alfauit.  Several  deputa- 
tions  w'ere  fent  from  the  town  to  the  Pretender,  in 
order  to  negociate  terms  of  capitulation.  In  the 
mean  time,  one  of  the  gates  being  opened  for  the 
admiiTion  of  a coach,  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  one  of 
the  mod  powerful  of  the  Flighland  chiefs,  rufhed 
into  the  place  with  a party  of  his  men,  and  fecured 
VoL.  Ill,  M d 
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it  without  oppofition.  Next  morning  the  whole 
rebel  army  entered,  and  their  Prince  took  pofleffion 
of  the  royal  palace  of  Plolyrood-houfe  in  the  Ibburbs. 
Then  he  caufed  his  father  to  be  proclaimed  at  the 
market-crofs ; there  alfo  the  manifefto  was  read,  in 
which  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  declared  his  fon 
Charles,  Regent  of  his  dominions,  promifed  to  dif- 
folve,the  Union,  and  redrefs  the  grievances  of  Scot- 
land. His  being  in  pofTeflion  of  the  capital  encou- 
raged his  followers,  and  added  reputation  to  his 
arms : but  the  treafure  belonging  to  the  two  banks 
of  that  kingdom  had  been  pr-eviouny  conveyed  into 
the  caille,  a firong  fortrefs,  with  a good  garrifon, 
under  the  command  of  General  Gueft,  an  old  officer 
of  experience  and  capacity. 

§ XXIX.  r^uring  thefe  tranfadlions,  Sir  John 
Cope  marched  back  from  Invernefs  to  Aberdeen, 
where  he  embarked  v/ith  his  troops,  and  on  the 
feventeenth  day  of  September  landed  at  Dunbar, 
about  twenty  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Edinburgh. 
Here  he  was  joined  by  tv;o  regiments  of  dragoons, 
which  had  retired  with  precipitation  from  the  capital 
at  the  approach  of  the  Highland  army.  With  this 
reinforcement,  his  troops  amounted  to  near  three 
thoufand  men  ; and  he  began  his  march  to  Edin- 
burgh, in  order  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy.  On 
the  twentieth  day  of  the  month,  he  encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Prefton-pans,  having  the  village 
of  Tranent  in  his  front,  and  the  fea  in  his  rear. 
Early  next  morning  he  v/as  attacked  by  the  young 
Pretender,  at  the  head  of  abouf  two  thoufand  four 
hundred  Highlanders  half-armed,  who  charged  them  ' 
fword  in  hand  with  fuch  irnpetuofity,  that  in  lefs 
than  ten  minutes  after  the  battle  began,  the  King’s 
troops  were  broken  and  totally  routed.  I'he  dra- 
goons fled  in  the  utmoft  confufion  at  the  firfl  onfet  r 
the  general  officers  having  made  fome  unluccefsful 
efforts  to  rafly  them,  thought  proper  to  confult  their 
own  fafety  by  an  expeditious  retreat  towards  Cold- 
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flream  on  the  T weed.  All  the  infantry  were  cither  chap 
killed  or  taken  j and  the  colours,  artillery,  tents,’ 
baggage,  ai)d  military  cheft,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
ihe  vidlor,  who  returned  in  triumph  to  Edinburgh. 

Never  was  viilory  more  complete,  or  obtained  at  a 
Imallcr  expence  ; for  not  above  fifty  of  the  rebels  loft 
tlicir  lives  in  the  engao-ement.  Five  hundred  of  the 
King’s  troops  were  killed  on  the  field  of  battle  j and 
among  thefe  Colonel  Gardiner,  a gallant  officer,  who 
difdained  to  fave  his  life  at  the  expence  of  his  ho- 
nour. Wlten  abandoned  by  his  own  regiment  of 
dragoons,  he  alighted  from  his  horfe,  joined  the  in- 
fantry, and  fought  on  foot,  until  he  fell  covered  with 
wounds,  in  hght  of  his  own  threlhold.  Prince 
Charles  bore  his  good  fortune  with  naoderation.  He 
prohibited  all  rejoicings  for  the  vidfory  he  had  ob- 
tained : the  wounded  foldiers  were  treated  with  hu- 
manity ; and  the  officers  were  fent  into  Fife  and 
vVngus,  where  they  were  left  at  liberty  on  their  pa- 
role, w'hich  the  greater  part  of  them  fnamefully 
broke  in  the  fequek  From  this  viduory  the  Pre- 
tender reaped  manifold  and  important  advantages, 
ilis  followers  were  armed,  his  party  encouraged, 
and  his  cnenaies  intimidated.  Ele  was  fupplied  with, 
a train  of  field-artillery,  and  a confiderable  fum  of 
money,  and  law  himfelf  poffieffied  of  all  Scotland^ 
except  the  fortreffes,  the  redudlion  of  wffiich  he  could 
not  pretend  to  undertake  without  proper  imple- 
ments and  engineers.  After  the  battle  he  was  joined 
by  a Imall  detachment  from  the  Flighlands ; and 
k)me  chiefs,  who  had  hitherto  been  on  the  referve, 
began  to  exert  their  influence  in  his  favour.  But 
lie  was  not  yet  in  a condition  to  take  advantage  of 
that  confternation  which  his  late  fuccefs  had  dif- 
fufed  through  the  kingdom  of  England. 

§XXX.  Charles  continued  to  reflde  in  the  palace 
of  Holyrood-Iioufe  "*^3  and  took  meaftires  for  cutting 
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* Whih  he  refided  at  Edinburgh,  feme  of  Xie Preroyterian  Clergy 
-:ontinueU  to  preach  in  the  churches  of  that  city,  and  pnhlickly 

• • piaye.d 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

off  the  communication  between  the  caftle  and  the 
^ city.  General  Guefl  declared  that  he  would  demo- 
lidi  the  city,  unlel's  the  blockade  fhould  be  raifed, 
fo  as  that  provificn  might  be  carried  into  the  caftle. 
After  having  waited  the  return  of  an  exprefs  which 
he  had  found  means  to  difpatch  to  Court,  he  began 
to  put  his  threats  in  execution,  by  firing  upon  the 
town.  Some  houfes  were  beaten  down,  and  feveral 
perfons  killed  even  at  the  market- crofs.  The  citi- 
zens, alarmed  at  this  difafter,  fent  a deputation  to 
the  Prince,  entreating  him  to  raife  the  blockade ; 
and  he  complied  with  their  requeft.  He  levied  a 
reo;iment  in  Edinburgh  and  the  neighbourhood.  He 
impofed  taxes ; feized  the  merchandize  that  w^as  de- 
posited in  the  King’s  warehoufes  at  Leith,  and  other 
places ; and  compelled  the  city  of  Glafgow  to  ac- 
commodate him  with  a large  fum,  to  be  repaid  when 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom  fhould  be  re-eftabliflied. 
The  number  of  his  followers  daily  increafed:  and 
he  received  confiderable  fupplies  of  money,  artillery, 
and  ammunition,  by  fingle  finips  that  arrived  from 
France,  where  his  intereft  feemed  to  rife  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms.  The  greater  and 
richer  part  of  Scotland  was  averfe  to  his  family  and 
pretenfions : but  the  people  were  unarmed  and  un- 
difciplined,  confequentlv  pafiive  under  his  dominion. 
By  this  time,  however,  the  Prince- Pretender  w^as 
joined  by  the  Earl  of  Kilmarnock,  the  Lords  Elcho, 
Balmerino,  Ogilvy,  Pitfiigo  ; and  the  eldell  fon  of 
Lord  Lovat  had  begun  to  affemble  his  fiither’s  clan, 
in  order  to  reinforce  the  Vidtor,  whofe  army  lay 
encamped  at  Duddingfton,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Edinburgh.  Kilmarnock  and  Balmerino  were  men 

of 


prayed  for  KingGeoige,  without  fuffering  the  leaft  punifhment  or 
uioleftatioii.  One  nundter  in  particular,  of  the  name  of  Mac  Vicar, 
being  faliicited  l>y  ibir.e  Highlanders  to  pray  for  their  Piince,  pro- 
mifed  to  comply  with  their  requeft,  and  performed  liis  pi oinile  in 
words  to  this  efte6l  : “ And  as  for  the  young  Piince,  who  is  come 
“ hither  in  quelt  of  an  earthly  crown,  grant,  O IrOicl,  that  he  ina-y 
fpeedily  receive  a crown  of  glory.” 
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of  broken  and  defperate  fortiine  : Elcho  andOgilvIe  CHAP. 

were  ions  to  the  Earls  of  Wemys  and  Airly ; io  that  ^ > 

their  influence  was  far  from  being  extenfive.  Pitfligo  ,,45. 
was  a nobleman  of  a very  amiable  characler,  as  well 
as  of  great  perfonal  intereft^  and  great  dependence 
was  placed  upon  the  power  and  attachment  of  I.ord 
Lovat,  who  had  entered  into  private  engagements 
with  the  Chevalier  de  St.  Creorge,  though  he  ftill 
wore  the  mafic  of  loyalty  to  the  government,  and 
difavow’ed  the  condiidt  of  his  fon  when  he  declared 
for  the  Pretender.  This  old  nobleman  is  the  fame 
Simon  Erafer  whom  we  have  had  occafion  to  men- 
tion as  a partifan  and  emifTary  of  the  Court  of  St. 
Germain’s,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  three.  He  had  renounced  his  connexions  with 
that  family;  and,  in  the  rebellion  immediately  after 
tlie  accefiion  of  King  George  I.  approved  himfelf  a 
warm  friend  to  the  Protefiant  fuccefiion.  Since  that 
period  he  had  been  induced,  by  difguft  and  ambi- 
tion, to  change  his  principles  again,  and  was,  in  fe- 
crec,  an  enthufialL  in  Jacobitifm.  Ele  had  greatly 
augmented  his  eftate,  and  obtained  a confiderable 
interefl  in  the  Flighlands,  where,  however,  he  was 
rather  dreaded  than  beloved.  He  was  bold,  enter- 
prifing,  vain,  arbitrary,  rapacious,  cruel,  and  de- 
ceitful : but  his  characler  was  chiefly  marked  by  a 
fpecies  of  low  cunning  and  diffimulation,  which, 
however,  overfliot  his  purpofe,  and  contributed  to 
his  own  ruin.  While  Charles  redded  at  Edinburgh, 
the  Marquis  de  Guilles  arrived  at  Montrofc,  as  En- 
voy from  the  French  King,  with  feveral  ofhceis,  fome 
cannon,  and  a confiderable  quantity  of  fmali  arms  for 
the  life  of  that  Adventurer 

§ XKXI.  While  the  young  Pretender  endea- 
voured to  improve  the  advantages  he  had  gained, 

* He  follicited,  and  is  faid  to  have  obtained  of  the  Chevalier  de  St. 

George,  the  patent  of  a Duke,  and  a coinniinion  tor  being  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  all  the  Highlands. 
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the  Miniftry  of  Great-Britain  took  every  poffibic 
meafuie  to  retard  his  progrels.  Several  powerfu 
Chiefs  in  the  Highlands  were  attached  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  exerted  themfelvcs  in  its  defence. 
The  Duke  of  Argyie  began  to  arm  his  vaffals  j but 
not  before  he  had  obtained  the  fancdon  of  the  Le  - 
giflatnre.  Twelve  hundred  men  w^erc  raifed  by  the 
Earl  of  Sutherland:  the  Lord  P.ae  brought  a confi- 
derable  number  to  the  field : the  Grants  and  Mon- 
roes appeared  under  their  refpedlive  leaders  for  the 
fervice  of  his  Majcfty  : Sir  Alexander  Macdonald 
declared  for  King  George,  and  the  Laird  of  Macleod 
’fent  two  tlioufand  liardy  iflanders  from  Skic,  to 
Ri’engdien  the  fame  intererl:.  Thcfe  gentlemen, 
though  fuppofed  to  be  otherwife  aficTed,  were  go- 
verned and  directed  by  the  advice  of  Duncan  Forbes, 
Prefident  of  die  College  of  Juftice  at  Edinburgh  j 
a man  of  cxtenfive  knowledge,  agreeable  manners, 
and  unblemifned  iiuegrity.  He  procured  commif- 
"fions  for  raifing  twenty  independent  companies,  and 
ibme  of  theie  he  bellowed  upon  inviividuais  v/hq 
Vvere  either  attached  by  principle,  or  engaged  by 
promife,  to  the  Pretender.  He  adtcd  with  inde- 
fitigabie  zeal  'for  die  inteVeflpf  the  migning  family; 
and  greatly  injuied  an  opulent  fortune  in  their  fer- 
vice.  ' He  confirmed  feveral  Cliiefs  who  began  to 
waver  in  their  {principles  : foine  he  adlually  converted 
by  tire  energy  oh  Hi's  arenunents,  and  brought  over 
to  the  alhtlance  of  the  government,  which  they  had 
deternrined  to  oppofe : others  he  pei  fuaded  to  re- 
main quiet,  witliout  taking  any  ilhare  in  the  prefent 
troub’es.  Certain  it  is,  this  gentieman,  by  his  in- 
(duflry  and  addrefs,  prevented  the  infurredlion  of  ten 
thouLnd  Highlanders,  v/ho  would  otherwife  have 
joined  the  Pretender  ; and;  therefore,  he  may  be  faid 
to  have  been  one  great  caufe  of  that  Adventurer’s 
nufearriage.  "i'he  Earl  of  Loudon  repaired  to  In- 
yernefs,  where  he  completed  his  regiment  of  High- 
landers; directed  the  conduct  of  the  clans  who  had 
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taken  arms  in  behalf  of  his  Majefty';  and,  by  his 
vigilance,  over-awed  the  difauefued  Chieftains  of  that 
country,  v/ho  had  not  yet  openly  engaged  in  the  re- 
bellion. Immediately  after  the  defeat  of  Cope,  fix 
thoufand  Dutch  troops*  arrived  in  England,  and 
three  battalions  of  guards,  with  feven  regiments  of 
infantry,  were  recalled  from  Flanders,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom.  They  forthvv'ith  began  their 
march  to  the  North,  under  the  command  of  General 
Wade,  who  received  orders  to  affemble  an  army, 
which  proceeded  to  Newcaflle.  I'he  Parliament 
meeting  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  Odlober,  his  Majelty 
gave  them  to  underftand,  that  an  unnatural  rebel- 
lion had  broke  out  in  Scotland,  towards  the  fup- 
prefiion  of  which  he  craved  their  advice  and  af- 
fiilance.  He  I'ound  both  Houfes  cordial  in  their 
addrelTes,  and  zealous  in  their  attachment  to  his 
perfon  and  government.  The  Commons  fortiiwith 
fufpended  the  Habeas  Corpus  adt;  and  feveral  per- 
fons  were  apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  treafonable 
pracl'ices.  immediately  after  the  felhon  was  opened, 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  arrived  from  the  Nethej-- 
lands,  and  was  followed  by  another  detachment  of 
dragoons  and  infantry.  The  trained  bands  of  Lon- 
don wem  reviev/ed  by  his  Majefly  : tlie  county  regi- 
ments were  completed : the  voluntiers,  in  different 
parts  of  the'  kingdom,  employed  themfelves  induf- 
trionOy  in  the  exercife  of  arms ; and  the  whole  Eng- 
lifli  nation  feemed  to  rife  up  as  one  man  againfe  this 
formidable  invader.  The  governnaent,  being  appre- 
Jienfivc  of  a defeent  from  Fi  ance,  appointed  Admiral 
Vernon,  to  command  a fquadron  in  the  Downs,  to 
obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy  by  fea,  efpecially 
in  the  liarbours  of  Dunkirk  and  Bouio2:ni  and  his 
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* They  were  compofed  of  the  forces  who  had  been  in  gainfon  st 
Tonniay  aiul  Dendermonde  when  thofe  places  weje  taken.  ..nd  en- 
gaged by  capitulation,  that  they  fiiould  tiot  pet  form  any  military 
liindion  hefoie  the  firlt  day  of  January  In  liit  year  1747;  jo  they 
fonld  not  have  acled  in  England  without  the  infringement  of  a lo- 
feiitn  treaty. 
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p o o K cruifers  took  feverai  fliips  laden  with  foldiers,  ofricers, 
and  ammunitionj  deftined  for  the  fervice  of  the  Pre- 
tender in  Scotland. 

§ XXXIL  This  enterprifing  youth,  having  col- 
lected about  five  thoufand  men,  refolved  to  make  an 
irruption  into  England,  which  he  according  entered 
by  the  Weft  Border  on  the  fixth  day  of  November. 
Carlifle  was  invefted,  and  in  iefs  than  three  days  fur- 
rendered  : the  kevs  were  delivered  to  him  atBramo- 

• A 

ton,  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  on  their  knees. 
Here  he  found  a confiderable  quantit  -^  of  arms  : his 
father  was  proclaimied  King  of  Great-Britain,  and 
himfclf  Regent,  by  the  Magiftrates  in  their  foriTja- 
lities.  General  Wade  being  apprifed  of  his  progrefs, 
decamped  from  Newcaftle,  and  advanced  acrofs  the 
country  as  far  as  Elexhami,  though  the  fields  v/cre 
covered  with  fnow,  and  the  roads  almofi;  impafiabie. 
There  he  received  intelligence  that  Carlifie  was  re- 
duced,  and  forthwith  returned  to  his  former  fiation. 
In  the  mean  time,  orders  were  ifilied  for  afiembling 
another  army  in  StaiTordiliire,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  John  Ligonier.  Prince  Charles,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  form.idable  oppofition,  determined  to 
proceed.  He  had  received  aflurances  from  France, 
that  a confiderablc  body  of  troops  would  be  landed 
on  the  fouthern  coafi  of  Britain,  to  miake  a diverfion 
in  his  favour  ; and  he  never  doubted  but  that  he 
fhould  be  ioined  by  all  the  Enelifii  malcontents,  as 
foon  as  he  could  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the 
kingdom.  Leaving  a fmaii  garrifon  in  the  caftle  of 
Carlifie,  he  advanced  to  Penrith,  m.arching  on  foot 
in  the  Highland  garb,  at  the  head  of  his  forces ; 
and  continued  his  route  through  Lancafter  and  Pref- 
ton  to  Manchefter,  where,  on  the  tw’enty-ninth  day 
of  the  month,  he  eftabiifired  his  head-quarters. 
There  be  was  joined  by  about  two  hundred  Englifh- 
men,  who  were  formed  into  a regimient,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Towmley.  The  inhabitants 
Jeem:ed  to  receive  him  with  marks  of  alFedtion  j an4 
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his  arrival  was  celebrated  by  ilinminations,  and  other  C H AP. 
piiblick  rejoicings.  His  fuppofed  intention  was  to 
profecute  his  march  by  the  way  of  Chefter  into 
Wales,  where  he  looped  to  find  a great  number  of 
adherents ; but  all  the  bridges  over  the  river  Merfey 
being  broken  down,  he  choje  the  route  to  Stockport, 
and  forded  the  river  at  the  head  of  his  divifion, 
though  the  water  rofe  to  his  middle.  He  pafied 
through  Macclesfield  • and  Congleton  ; and  on  the 
fourth  day  of  December  entered  the  tow'n  of  Derby, 
in  which  his  army  was  quartered,  and  his  father  pro- 
olaimecj  with  great  formality.  He  had  now  advanced 
within  one  hundred  miles  of  the  capital,  which  w^as 
filled  v/ith  terror  and  confufion.  Wade  lingered  in 
Yorkfhirc:  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  Jiad  afTumed 
the  command  of  the  other  army  aflemblcd  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lichfieid.  He  had  marched  from 
Stafford  to  Stone  ; fo  that  the  rebels,  in  turning  off 
from  Alhborne  to  Derby,  had  gained  a march  be- 
tween him  and  London.  Had  Charles  proceeded  in 
his  career  with  that  expedition  which  he  liad  hitherto 
iifed,  he  might  have  iTiadc  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
metropolis,  where  he  would  have  been  certainly 
joined  by  a confiderable  number  of  his  well-wilkers, 
who  waited  impatiently  for  his  approach  ; yet  this 
exploit  could  not  have  been  atchieved  without  ha- 
zarding an  engagement,  and  running  the  rifque  of 
being  enclofed  within  three  armies,  each  greatly  fu- 
perior  to  his  own  in  number  and  artillery.  Orders 
were  given  for  forming  a camp  on  Finchley-comi- 
mon,  where  the  King  refolved  to  take  the  field  in 
perfon,  accompanied  by  the  Earl  of  Stair,  Field- 
marefchal  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  in 
South-Britain.  Some  Romiff  Priefls  were  appre- 
hended : the  militia  of  London  and  Middlefex  were 
kept  in  readinefs  to  march:  double  watches  were 
polled  at  the  city-gates,  and  fignals  of  alarm  ap- 
pointed. The  voluntiers  of  the  city  were  incorpo- 
rated into  a regiment : the  pradlitioners  of  the  law, 
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BOOK  headed  by  the  Judges,  the  weavers  of  Spital-fields, 
and  other  communities,  engaged  in  ailbciations ; and 
^745*  managers  of  the  theatres  offered  to  raife  a 

body  of  their  detyendents  for  the  fervice  of  the  go- 
vernment. Notwithftanding  thefe  precaufions  and 
appearances  of  unanimity,  the  trading  part  of  the 
city,  and  thofe  concerned  in  the  money- corporations, 
v/ere  overwhelmed  with  fear  and  dejection.  They 
repofed  very  little  confidence  in  the  courage  or  dif- 
cipline  of  their  militia  and  voluntiers : they  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  the  French  v/ere  employed 
in  making  preparations  at  Dunkirk  and  Calais  for  a 
defeent  upon  England  : they  dreaded  an  infurreftion 
of  the  Roman  Catholicks,  and  other  friends  of  the 
Houfe  of  Stuart  j and  they  reflefted  that  the  High- 
landers, of  whom  by  this  time  they  had  conceived 
a mofi;  terrible  idea,  were  within  four  davs  march  of 
the  capital.  A^larmed  by  thefe  confiderations,  they 
prognofticated  their  own  ruin  in  the  approaching 
revolution;  and  their  countenances  exhibited  the 
plaineil  marks  of  horror  and  defpair.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Jacobites  were  elevated  to  an  inlblence  of 
hope,  which  they  were  at  no  pains  to'  conceal ; while 
many  people,  who  had  no  private  property  to  lofc, 
and  thought  no  change  would  be  for  the  worfe, 
waited  the  iffue  of  this  crifis  with  the  moft  calm  in- 
difference. 

§ XXXIII.  This  Hate  of  fufpence  was  of  fhort 
duration.  The  young  Pretender  found  himfclf  mi- 
lerably  difappointed  in  his  cxpeclaiions.  He  had 
now  advanced  into  the  middle  of  the  kingdom,  and 
except  a few  that  joined  him  at  Manchelder,  not  a 
foul  appeared  in  his  behalf:  one  would  have  ima- 
gined that  all  the  Jacobites  of  England  had  been 
annihilated.  The  Welch  took  no  ffep  to  excite  an 
infurredtion  in  his  favour:  the  French  made  no  at- 
tempt towards  an  invafion : his  Court  was  divided 
into  fadcions:  the  Highland  Chiefs  began  to  mur- 
mur, and  their  clans  to  be  unruly : he  faw  himfelf 
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with  a handful  of  men  hemmed  in  between  two  con-  chap. 
iiderable  armies,  in  the  middle  of  winter,  and  in  a ^ 
countiv  d!fiifre6l:ed  to  his  caufe.  He  knew  he  could 
not  proceed  to  the  imetropolis  without  hazarding  a 
battle,  and  that  a defeat  would  be  attended  with  tlie 
inevitable  deftruClion  of  hiimfelf  and  all  his  adhe- 
rents ; and  he  had  received  information  that  his 
friends  and  officers  had  aiTembled  a body  of  forces 
in  the  North,  fuperior  in  number  to  thofe  by  whom 
he  w'as  attended.  He  called  a council  at  Derby ; 
and  propofed  to  advance  towards  London : the  pro- 
pofal  was  fupported  by  Lord  Nairn  with  great  vehe- 
mence ; but,  after  violent  difputes,  the  m.ajoi  ity  de- 
termined that  they  fliould  retreat  to  Scotland  with  all 
poffible  expedition.  Accordingly,  they  abandoned 
Derby  on  the  fixth  day  of  December,  early  in  the 
morning,  and  meafured  back  the  route  by  which 
they  had  advanced.  On  the  ninth  their  vanruard 
arrived  at  MancljeRer : on  the  twxdfth  they  entered 
Prefton,  and  continued  their  march  northv/ards. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  wffio  was  encamped  at 
Meriden,  wffien  firf!:  apprifed  of  their  retreat,  de- 
tached the  horfe  and  dragoons  in  purfnit  of  them ; 
while  General  VYade  began  his  march  from  Ferry- 
bridge into  Lancaffiire,  with  a view  of  intercepting 
them  in  their  route:  but  atWakeheld  he  under- 
flood that  they  had  already  reached  Wigan : he, 
therefore,  repaired  to  his  old  poft  at  Newcaftle,  af- 
ter having  detached  General  Oglethorpe,  with  his 
horfe  and  dragoons,  to  join  thofe  wffio-had  been  fent 
off  from  the  JJuke’s  army.  They  purfued  with  fuch 
alacrity,  that  they  overtook  the  rear  of  the  rebels, 
with  which  they  flcirmilhed,  in  Lancaffiire.  The 
militia  of  Cumberland  and  Weftmoriand  vrere  raifed 
and  armed  by  the  Duke’s  order,  to  harrafs  them  in 
their  march.  The  bridges  were  broken  down,  the 
roads  damaged,  and  the  beacons  lighted  to  alarm 
the  country.  Neverthelefs,  they  retreated  regularly 
^vith  their  fmall  train  of  artillery.  They  w’ere  over- 
taken 
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BOOK  taken  at  the  village  of  Clifton,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Penrith,  by  two  regiments  of  dragoons.  Thefe 
alighted,  and  lined  the  hedges,  in  order  to  harrafs 
part  of  the  enemy’s  rear-guard,  commanded  by 
Lord  John  Murray  j who,  at  the  head  of  the  Mac- 
pherfons,  attacked  the  dragoons  fvvord  in  hand,  and 
repulfed  them  with  fomiC  lofs.  On  the  nineteenth 
day  of  the  month,  the  Highland  army  reached  Car- 
lifle,  where  the  majority  of  the  Englifh  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Pretender  were  left,  at  their  own  defire. 
Charles,  having  reinforced  the  garrifon  of  the  place, 
croffed  the  rivers  Eden  and  Solway  into  Scotland, 
having  thus  accompliflied  one  of  the  moft  furprifing 
retreats  that  ever  was  performed.  But  the  mofl;  re- 
markable circumflance  of  this  expedition,  was  the 
moderation  and  regularity  with  which  thofe  ferocious 
people  conduced  themfelves  in  a country  abound- 
ing with  plunder.  No  violence  was  offered  3 no  out- 
rage committed  3 and  they  were  effedtually  reflrained 
from  the  exercife  of  rapine.  Notwithflanding  the 
exceffive  cold,  the  hunger,  and  fatigue  to  which 
they  muff  have  been  expofed,  they  left  behind  no 
lick,  and  lofl  a very  few  ftragglers  3 but  retired  v/ith 
deliberation,  and  carried  off  their  cannon  in  the 
face  of^  their  enemy.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland 
invefled  Carlifle  with  his  whole  army  on  the  twenty- 
firfl  day  of  December,  and  on  the  thirtieth  the 
garrifon  furrendered  on  a fort  of  capitulation  m.ade 
with  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  The  prifoners,  amount- 
ing to  about  four  hundred,  were  imprifoned  in  dif- 
ferent gaols  in  England,  and  the  Duke  returned  to 
L^ondon. 

§ XXXIV.  The  Pretender  proceeded  by  the  way 
of  Dumfries  to  Glafgow,  from  which  lafl  city  he 
exadled  fevere  contributions,  on  account  of  its  at- 
tachment to  the  government,  for  whofe  fervice  it 
had  raifed  a regiment  of  nine  hundred  men,  under 
the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Home.  Having  con- 
tinued feveral  days  at  Glafgow,  he  advanced  towards 
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Stirling,  and  was  joined  by  fome  forces  which  had  c hap. 
been  alTeinbled  in  his  abfence  by'  Lords  Lewis  1 

Gordon  and  John  Drummond,  brothers  ‘to  the  ,7^^. 
Dukes  of  Gordon  and  Perth.  This  laft  nobleman 
had  arrived  from  France  in  November,  with  a 
fmall  reinforcement  of  French  and  Irifh,  and  a 
commilTion  as  General  of  thefe  auxiliaries.  He 
fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Perth,  where  he  was  re- 
inforced by  the  Earl  of  Cromartie,  and  other  clans, 
to  the  number  of  two  thoufand,  and  he  was  ac- 
commodated with  a fmall  train  of  artillery.  They 
had  found  means  to  furprize  a (loop  of  war  atMon- 
trofe,  with  the  guns  of  which  they  fortified  that 
harbour.  They  had  received  a confiderable  fum  of 
money  from  Spain.  They  took  polTcflion  of  Dun- 
dee, Ii)umblaine,  Downcaftle,  and  laid  Fife  under 
contribution.  The  Lari  of  Loudon  remained  at 
Invernefs,  with  about  two  tlioufind  Highlanders  in 
the  fervice  of  his  Majefty.  He  convoyed  provi- 
fions  to  Fort-AumifLiis  and  Fort-William ; he  fe- 

O 

cured  the  perfon  of  Lord  Lovat,  who  ftill  tempo- 
rifed,  and  at  length  this  cunning  veteran  accom- 
pli fhed  his  efcape.  The  Laird  of  Macleod,  and 
Mr.  Monro  of  Culcairn,  being  detached  from  In- 
vernefs towards  Aberdeenfliire,  were  furprized  and 
routed  by  Lord  Lewis  Gordon  at  Inverary ; and  that 
interell  feemed  to  preponderate  in  the  north  of 
Scotland.  Prince  Charles  being  joined  by  Lord 
John  Drummond,  invefted  the  caftle  of  Stirling, 
in  which  General  Blakeney  commanded  : but,  his 
people  were  fo  little  ufed  to  enterprizes  of  this 
kind,  that  they  made  very  little  progrefs  in  their 
operations. 


§ XXXV.  By  this  time,  a confiderable  body  of 
forces  was  affembled  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  con- 
dudl  of  General  Hawley,  who  determined  to  relieve 
Stirling-caflle,  and  advanced  to  Linlithgow  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  January:  next  day  his  whole  army 
rendezvoufed  at  Falkirk,  while  the  rebels  were  can- 
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K toned  about' Bannockburn.  On  the  feventeendi 
day  of  the  month,  they  began  their  march  in  two 
columns  to  attack  the  King’s  forces,  and  had 
forded  the  water  of  Carven,  within  three  miles  of 
Hav/ley’s  camp,  before  he  difcovered  their  intention. 
Such  was  his  obftinacy,  felf-conceit,  or  contempt  of 
the  enemy,  that  he  flighted  the  repeated  intelligence 
he  had  received  of  their  iPxOtions  and  defign,  flrmly 
believing  they  durfl  not  hazard  an  engagement.  At 
length,  pereeiving  they  had  occupied  the  rifling 
ground  to  the  fouthward  of  Falkirk,  he  ordered  his 
cavalry  to  advance,  and  drive  them  from  the  emi- 
nence ; w'hile  his  infantry  formed,  and  were  drawn  up 
in  order  of  battle.  The  Highlanders  kept  up  their 
Are,  and  took  aim  fo  well,  that  the  aflTailants  were 
broke  by  the  firfl:  volley : they  retreated  with  preci- 
pitation, and  fell  in  amongfl;  the  infantry,  which  were 
likewife  difeompofed  by  the  wind  and  rain  beating 
with  great  violence  in  their  faces,  wetting  their  pow- 
der, and  difturbing  their  eye-fight.  Some  of  the 
dragoons  rallied,  and  advanced  again  to  the  charge, 
with  part  of  the  infantiy  which  had  not  been  en- 
gaged: then  the  Pretender  marched  up  at  the  head 
of  his  corps  de  refer ve,  confifting  of  the  regiment 
of  Lord  John  Drummond,  and  the  Irifh  piquets. 
Thefe  reinforcing  the  Camerons  and  the  Stuarts  in 
the  front  line,  immediately  obliged  the  drao;oons  to 
give  way  a lecond  time  j and  they  again  difordered 
the  foot  in  their  retreat.  They  fet  fire  to  their  camp, 
and  abandoned  Falkirk  with  their  baggage  and  train, 
which  laft;  had  never  reached  the  field  of  battle. 
The  rebels  followed  their  firfl  blow,  and  great  part 
of  the  royal  army,  after  one  irregular  difeharge, 
turned  their  backs,  and  fled  in  the  utmofl  confter- 
nation.  In  all  probability  few  or  none  of  them 
would  have  efcaped,  had  not  General  Hufke,  and 
Brigadier  Cholmondeley,  rallied  part  of  fome  regi- 
ments, and  made  a gallant  fland,  which  favoured 
the  retreat  of  the  refb  to  Falkirk,  from  whence  they 
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retired  in  confufion  to  t^dinbnrgh,  leaving  the  field  CHAP, 
of  battle,  widi  part  of  their  tents  and  artillery,  to  ^ ^ 

the  rebels:  btu  their  lofs  of  men  did  not  exceed 
three  hundred,  including  Sir  Robert  Monro,  Colonel 
Whitney,  and  fome  other  OiBcers  of  difl:in6lion.  It 
was  at  this  period,  that  the  officers  who  had  been 
taken  at  the  battle  of  Preflon-pans,  and  conveyed  to 
Angus  and  Fife,  finding  themfelves  unguarded,  broke 
their  parole,  and  returned  to  Edinburgh,  on  pretence 
of  their  having  been  forcibly  releafed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thofe  parts 

§ XXXVI.  General  Hawley,  who  had  boafted 
that,  with  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  he  w^ould  drive 
the  rebel  army  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
other,  incurred  abundance  of  cenfure  for  the  difpofi- 
tion  he*  made,  as  w'ell  as  for  his  condu6l  before  and 
after  the  afilion':  but  he  found  means  to  vindicate 
himfelf  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  his  Sovereign.  Never- 
thelefs,  it  was  judged  neceffiary  that  the  army  in  Scot- 
land ffiould  be  commanded  by  a General  in  whom 
the  foldiers  might  have  fome  confidence;  and  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  was  chofen  for  this  purpofe. 

Over  and  above  his  being  beloved  by  the  army,  it 
v/as  fuggefted,  that  the  appearance  of  a Prince  of  the 
Blood  in  Scotland  might  have  a favourable  effedt 
upon  the  minds  of  people  in  that  kingdomi:  he, 
therefore,  began  to  prepare  for  his  northern  expedi- 
tion. Mean  while,  the  French  minifter  at  the  Hague 
having  reprefented  to  the  States-General,  that  the 
auxiliaries  which  they  had  fent  into  Great-Britain 
were  part  of  the  garrifons  of  Tournay  and  Dender- 
inonde,  and  reftrifled  by  the  capitulation  from  bear- 
ing arms  againft  France  for  a certain  term, , the  States 
thought  proper  to  recall  them,  rather  than  come  to 
an  open  rupture  with  his  Mofl:  Chriftian  Majefty.  In 
the  room  of  thofe  troops  fix  thoufand  Heffians  were 

tranf- 

* Sir  Pefer  Halket,  Captain  Lucy  Scott,  Lieutenants  Farquharfon 
and  Camming,  with  a few  other  gentlemen,  adhered  punctually  to 
-their  parole,  and  their  conduCi  was  approved  by  his  Majefty. 
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15  o o K tranfported  from  Flanders  to  Leith,  where  they  ar- 
rived  in  the  beginning  of  February,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  their  Prince,  Frederick  of  Heffe,  fon-in- 
^ law  to  his  Britannick  Majefty.  By  this  time  the 
Diike  of  Cumberland  had  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  troops  in  Edinburgh,  confiding  of  fourteen  bat- 
talions of  infantry,  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  and 
twelve  hundred  Flighlanders  from  ArgylelEire,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Campbell.  On  the  lad  day 

An.  1746.  of  January,  his  Royal  Flighnds  began  his  march  to 
Ihnlithgow;  and  the  enemy  who  had  renewed  the 
fiege  of  Stirling-cadle,  not  only  abandoned  that  en- 
terprize,  but  croffed  the  river  Forth  with  precipita- 
tion. Their  Prince  found  great  difdculty  in  main- 
taining his  forces,  that'  part  of  the  country  being 
quite  exhauded.  Fie  hoped  to  be  reinforced  in  the 
Highlands,  and  to  receive  dipplies  of  ail  kinds  from 
France  and  Spain;  he,  therefore,  retired  byBadenoch 
towards  Invernefs,  wliich  the  Earl  of  Loudon  aban- 
doned at  his  approach.  The  fort  was  furrendered  to 
him  almod  without  oppof  tion,  cmd  here  he  fixed  his 
head-quarters.  His  next  exploit  was  the  fiege  of 
Fort-Augudus,  which  he  in  a little  time  reduced. 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland  having  fecured  tlie  im- 
portant pods  of  Stirling  and  Perth,  with  the  Heffian 
battalions,  advanced  with  the  army  to  Aberdeen, 
where  he  was  joi  led  by  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  the 
Earls  of  Aberdeen  and  Findlater,  the  Laird  of  Grant, 
and  other  perfons  of  didindlion. 

§ XXXVII.  While  he  remained  in  this  place,  re- 
frefliing  his  troops,  and  preparing  magazines,  a party 
of  the  rebels  furprized  a detachment  of  Kingdon’s 
liorfe,  and  about  feventy  Argylefhire  Flighlanders,  at 
Keith,  vdio  were  either  killed  or  taken.  Several  ad- 
vanced parties  of  that  miliiia  met  with  the  fame  fate 
in  different  places.  Lord  George  Murrav  inveded 
the  cadle  of  Blair,  which  was  defended  by  Sir  Andrew 
Agnew,  until  a body  of  Heflians  marched  to  its  re- 
liefi  and  obliged  the  rebels  to  retire.  The  Prince- 
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Pretender  ordered  all  his  forces  to  alTemble,  in  order  CHAP, 
to  begin  their  march  for  Aberdeen,  to  attack  the  ^ 

Duke  of  Cumberland:  but,  in  confequence  of  a re-  1746. 
monftrance  from  the  clans,  who  declined  leaving 
their  families  at  the  mercy  of  the  King’s  garrifon  in 
Fort-William,  he  refolved  previoully  to  reduce  that 
fortrefs,  the  fiege  of  which  was  undertaken  by  Briga- 
dier Stapleton,  an  engineer  in  the  French  fervice: 
but  the  place  was  fo  vigoroufly  maintained  by  Cap- 
tain Scot,  that  in  the  beginning  of  April  they  thought 
proper  to  relinquifli  the  enterprize.  The  Earl  of 
Loudon  had  retired  into  Sutherland,  and  taken  poft 
at  Dornoch,  where  his  quarters  were  beat  up  by  a 
ftrong  detachment  of  the  rebels,  commanded  by  the 
Duke  of  Perth  : a major  and  fixty  men  were  taken 
prifoners ; and  the  Earl  was  obliged  to  take  flicker 
in  the  Ifle  of  Skye.  Thefe  little  checks  were  counter- 
balanced by  fome  advantages  which  his  Majefty’s 
arms  obtained.  The  (loop  of  war  which  the  rebels 
had  furprized  at  Montrofe  was  re-taken  in  Suther- 
land, with  a confiderable  fum  of  money,  and  a great 
quantity  of  arms  on  board,  which  file  had  brought 
from  France  for  the  ufe  of  the  Pretender.  In  the 
fame  county,  the  Earl  of  Cromartie  fell  into  an  am- 
bufeade,  and  was  taken  by  the  militia  of  Sutherland, 
who  likewife  defeated  a body  of  the  rebels  at  Gold- 
fpie.  ^This  aftion  happened  on  the  very  day  wliich 
has  been  rendered  famous  by  the  vidory  obtained  at 
Culloden. 
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§ I.  ^he  rebels  are  totally  defeated  at  Culloden*  § IT. 
'The  Duke  of  Cumberland  takes  pGjfeffion  of  Invernefs, 
and  afterwards  encamps  at  Fort-Auguftus.  § III. 
The  Prince-Pretender  ejcapes  to  Prance.  § IV. 
Convulfion  in  the  minifiry.  § V,  Fiber ality  of  the 
Commons.  % VI.  Trial  of  the  rebels.  Kilmarnock^ 
BalmerinOy  Lovat-^  and  Mr.  Ratcliffs  are  beheaded 
on  Tower -hill.  §'VII.  The  States-General  alarmed 
at  the  progrefs  of  the  French  in  the  Netherlands. 
% VIII.  Count  Saxe  Jubdues  all  Flanders.,  Brabant, 
and  Hainault.  % IX.  Reduces  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of 
Namur,  and  defeats  the  allied  army  at  Raucoux. 
§ X.  The  French  and  Spaniards  are  compelled  to 
abandon  Piedmont  and  the  Milanefe.  § XL  Don 
Philip  is  worfted  at  Codogno,  and  afterwards  at 
Porto  Freddo.  § XII.  The  Auftrians  take  pojfejfion 
of  Genoa.  Count  Brown  penetrates  into  Provence. 
% XIII.  The  Genoeje  expel  the  Auftrians  from  their 
eity.  § XIV.  Madras  in  the  Eaft- Indies  taken  by 
the  French.  § XV.  Expedition  to  the  coaft  of  Bre- 
tagne, and  attempt  upon  Port  Id  Orient.  § XVI. 
Naval  trarfabiions  in  the  Weft-Indies . Conferences 

at  Breda.  § XVII.  Vaft  Jupplies  granted  by  the 
Commons  of  England.  § XV HI.  Parliament  dif 

. Jolved.  § XIX.  The  French  and  allies  take  the 
field  in  Flanders.  § XX.  Prince  of  Orange  elelied 
Stadtholder,  Captain-General,  and  Admiral  of  the 
United  Provinces.  § XXL  The' confederates  de- 
feated at  Eaffeldt.  ^ XX 11.  Siege  of  Bergen-op- 
Zoom.  § XXI 11.  The  Auftrians  undertake  the  fiege 
of  Genoa,  which,  however,  they  abandon.  § XXIV, 
The  Chevalier  de  Bcllcifte  ftdin  in  the  attack  of  Exilles. 
§ XXV.  A French  Jquadron  defeated  and  taken  by 
the  Admirals  Anjon  and  Warren.  § XXV 1.  Ad- 
miral  Pla-wke  obtains  another  vibiory  over  the  French 
at  Jea.  § XXVIL  Other  naval  tranfablions. 

% XXVIIL 
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§ XXV^III.  Congrejs  at  Aix4a-Chapelle.  § XXIX. 
Compliant  temper  of  the  new  Parliament.  Prelimi- 
naries figned,  % XXX.  Preparations  for  the  cam- 
paign in  the  Netherlands.  § XXXL  Siege  of  Maef- 
tricht,  Cefation  of  arms.  § XXXII.  Pranjatlions 
in  the  Eafl  and  PVeft-Indies.  § XXXIII.  Conclu- 
fion  of  the  definitive  treaty  at  Aix-la-Chapelle. 

§ I.  TN  the  beginning  of  April,  the  Duke  of  c n A p. 

Cumberknd  began  his  march  from  Aber- 
deen,  and  on  the  twelfth  palTed  the  deep  and  rapid 
river  Spey,  without  oppofition  from  the  rebels, 
though  a detachment  of  them  appeared  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide.  Why  they  did  not  difpute  the  paiTage 
is  not  eafy  to  be  conceived  : but,  indeed,  from  this 
inftance  of  negle6t,  and  their  fubfequent'  condu6t, 
we  may  conclude  they  were  under  a total  infatua- 
tion. Elis  Royal  Highnefs  proceeded  to  Nairn, 
where  he  received  intelligence,  that  the  enemy  had 
advanced  from  Invernefs  to  Culloden,  about  the 
dillance  of  nine  miles  from  the  royal  army,  with 
intention  to  give  him  battle.  The  defign  of  Charles, 
was  to  march  in  the  night  from  Culloden,  and  llir- 
prize  the  Duke’s  army  at  day-break  : for  this  pur- 
pofe  the  Englilli  camp  had  been  reconnoitred  ; and  ■ 
on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  the  Elighland  army  be- 
gan to  march  in  two  columns.  Their  defign  was 
to  furround  the  enemy,  and  attack  them  at  once  on 
all  quarters ; but  the  length  of  the  columns  embar- 
ralTed  the  march,  fo  that  the  army  was  obliged  to 
make  many  halts  : the  men  had  been  under  arms 
during  the  whole  preceding  night,  were  faint  with 
hunger  and  fatigue,  and  many  of  them  overpowered 
with  deep.  Some  were  unable  to  proceed ; others 
dropped  off  unperceived  in  the  dark  \ and  the  march 
was  retarded  in  fuch  a manner,  that  it  would  have 
been  impoflible  to  reach  the  Duke’s  camp  before 
lun-rife.  The  defign  being  thus  fruftrated,  the 
PrincC'Pretender  was  with  great  reluctance  prevailed 
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upon  by  his  general  officers  to  meafure  back  his 
way  to  Culloden ; at  which  place  he  had  no  fooner 
arrived,  than  great  numbers  of  his  followers  dif- 
perfed  in  queft  of  provifion ; and  many,  overcome 
with  wearinefs  and  fleep,  threw  themfelves  down  on 
the  heath,  and  along  the  park  walls.  Their  repofe, 
however,  was  foon  interrupted  in  a very  difagree- 
able  manner.  Their  Prince  receiving  intelligence 
that  his  enemies  were  in  full  march  to  attack  him, 
refolved  to  hazard  an  engagement,  and  ordered  his 
troops  to  be  formed  for  that  purpofe.  On  the  fix- 
teenth  day  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  ha- 
ving made  the  proper  diipofitions,  decamped  from 
Nairn  early  in  the  morning,  and  after  a march  of 
nine  miles  perceived  the  Highlanders  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle,  to  the  number  of  four  thoufand 
men,  in  thirteen  divifions,  fupplied  with  fome  pieces 
of  artillery.  The  royal  army,  which  was  much 
more  numerous,  the  Duke  immediately  formed  into 
three  lines,  difpofed  in  excellent  order ; and  about 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  cannonading  began. 
The  artillery  of  the  rebels  was  ill  ferved,  and  did 
very  little  execution  ; but  that  of  the  King’s  troops 
made  dreadful  havock  among  the  enemy.  Impa- 
tient of  this  fire,  their  front-line  advanced  to  the 
attack,  and  about  five  hundred  of  the  clans  charged 
the  Duke’s  left  wing  with  their  ufual  impetuofity. 
One  regiment  was  difordered  by  the  weight  of  this 
column;  but  two  battalions  advancing  from  the  fe- 
cond  line,  fuflained  the  firft,  and  foon  put  a flop  to 
their  career,  by  a fevere  fire,  that  killed  a great  num- 
ber. At  the  fame  time,  the  dragoons  under  Haw- 
ley, and  the  Argylefliire  militia  pulled  down  a park 
wall  that  covered  their  right  flank,  and  the  cavalry 
falling  in  among  the  rebels,  iVmrd  in  hand,  com- 
pleted their  confufion.  The  French  picquets  on 
their  left,  covered  the  retreat  of  -the  Highlanders  by 
a clofe  and  regular  fire;  and  then  retired  to  Inver- 
>nefs,  where  they  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of 
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war.  An  entire  bodv  of  the  rebels  marched  off  the  c K A P. 
field  in  order,  with  their  pipes  playing,  and  the  , f, 
Pretender’s  flandard  difplayed  ; the  reft  were  routed  ,745. 
with  great  (laughter ; and  their  Prince  was  with  re- 
ludlance  prevailed  upon  to  retire.  In  lefs  than 
thirty  minutes  they  were  totally  defeated,  and  the 
field  covered  with  the  (lain.  The  road,  as  far  as 
Invernefs,  was  ftrewed  with  dead  bodies ; and  a 
great  number  of  people,  who,  from  motives  of  cu- 
' riofity,  had  com.e  to  fee  the  battle,  were  facrificed 
to  the  undiftinguidiing  vengeance  of  the  victors. 

Twelve  hundred  rebels  were  flain  or  wounded  on 
the  field,  and  in  the  purfuit.  The  Earl  of  Kilmar- 
nock was  taken ; and  in  a fev/  days  Lord  Balmerino 
furrendered  to  a country  gentleman,  at  whofe  houfe 
he  prefented  himfelf  for  this  purpofe,.  The  glory  of 
the  victory  was  fullied  by  the  barbarity  of  the  foldiers. 

They  had  been  provoked  by  their  former  difgraces 
to  the  moft  lavage  thirft  of  revenge.  Not  content- 
ed with  the  blood  which  w^as  fo  profulely  Ihed  in  the 
heat  of  action,  they  traverfed  the  field  after  the  bat- 
tle, and  mafiacred  thole  miferable  wretches  who  lay 
maimed  and  expiring:  nay,  fome  officers  afted  a 
part  in  this  cruel  feene  of  alTaffination : the  triumph 
of  low  illiberal  minds,  uninfpired  by  fentiment,  un- 
tindtured  by  humanity.  The  vanquiffied  Adven- 
turer rode  o(F  the  field,  accompanied  by  the  Duke 
of  Perth,  Lord  Elcho,  and  a few  horfemen : he 
crolTed  the  water  of  Nairn,  and  retired  to  the  houfe 
of  a gentleman  in  Strutharrick,  where  he  conferred 
with  old  Lord  Lovat ; then  he  difmifted  his  follow^- 
ers,  and  wandered  about,  a WTOtched  and  folitary 
fugitive,  among  the  illes  and  mountains,  for  thclpace 
of  five  months,  during  which  he  underwent  fuch  a 
feries  of  dangers,  hardlhips,  and  mifery,  as  no  other 
perfon  ever  out-lived.  Thus,  in  one  lliort  hour,  all 
ius  hope  vanilhed,  and  the  rebellion  was  entirely 
extinguiffied.  One  w'ould  almoft  imagine,  the  con- 
d^klors  ot  this  defperate  enterprizc  had  confpired 
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BOOK  thcIr  own  defl:ru6lion,  as  they  certainly  neglefted 

^ ^ every  ftep  that  might  have  contributed  to  their 

fafcty  or  iuccefs.  They  might  have  oppofed  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  at  the  padage  of  the  Spey ; 
they  might,  by  proper  condu6l,  have  afterwards  at- 
tacked his  camp  in  the  night,  with  a good  profpedl 
of  fuccefs.  As  they  were  greatly  inferior  to  him  in 
number,  and  weakened  with  hunger  and  fatigue, 
they  might  have  retired  to  the  hills  and  faRneffes, 
where  they  would  have  found  plenty  of  live  cattle 
for  provifion,  recruited  their  regiments,  and  been 
joined  by  a Rrong  reinforcement,  which  was  adlually 
in  full  march  to  their  affiRance.  But  they  were 
diRra6lcd  by  difientions  and  jealoufies  ; they  obeyed 
the  di6lates  of  defpair,  and  wilfully  devoted  them- 
felves  to  ruin  and  death.  Wlien  the  news  of  the 
battle  arrived  in  England,  the  nation  was  tranfported 
with  joy,  and  extolled  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  as 
a hero  and  deliverer.  Botli  Idoufes  of  Parliament 
congratulated  his  MajeRy  on  the  aufpicious  event. 
ITicy  decreed,  in  the  moR  folemn  manner,  their 
publick  thanks  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  which  were 
franfmitted  to  him  by  the  Speakers  ; and  the  Com- 
mons, by  bill,  added  five-and-twenty  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum  to  his  former  revenue. 

§ II.  Immediately  after  the  decifive  adion  at 
Ciilloden,  the  Duke  took  poReflion  of  Invernefs, 
where  Rx-and-thirty  deferters,  convided  by  a court- 
martial,  were  ordered  to  be  executed : then  he  de- 
tached feveral  parties  to  ravage  the  country.  One 
of  thefe  apprehended  the  Lady  MackintoRi,  who 
was  fent  prifoner  to  Inyernefs.  They  did  not  plun- 
der her  houle,  but  drove  away  her  cattle,  though 
iier  hiRband  was  a6lually  in  the  fervice  of  govern- 
ment. 1.  he  caRle  of  Lord  Lovat  w^as  deRroyed. 
The  French  prifoners  were  fent  to  CarliRe  and  Pen- 
]-itii : Kilmarnock,  Balmerino,  Cromartie,  and  his 
fon  the  Lord  Macleod,  were  conveyed  by  fea  to 
London  3 and  thofe  of  an  inferior  rank  were  confined 
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in  difrerent  prifons.  The  Marquis  of  Tullibardine,  c H A.  P. 
together  with  a brother  of  the  Earl  of  Dunmore, 
were  feized,  and  tranfpoited  to  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don,  to  which  the  Karl  of  Traquaire  had  been  com- 
mitted on  fufpicion ; in  a few  months  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Culloden,  Murray,  the  Pretender' s Secretary, 
was  apprehended  ^ and  the  eldeft  fon  of  Lord  Lovat, 
having  liirrendered  himfelf,  was  imprifoned  in  the 
caPde  of  Edinburgh.  In  a word,  all  tlie  gaols  of 
Great-Britain,  fi*om  the  capital  northwards,  were 
filled  with  thofe  unfortunate  captives;  and  great 
numbers  of  them  were  crowded  together  in  the  holds 
of  iliips,  where  they  periHaed  in  the  moft  deplorable 
manner,  for  want  of  neceffaries,  air,  and  exercife. 

Some  rebel  chiefs  efcaped  in  two  French  frigates, 
which  had  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Lochaber  about 
the  end  of  April,  and  engaged  three  velTels  belong- 
ing to  his  Britannick  Majefty,  which  they  obliged 
to  retire.  Others  embarked  on  board  of  a fliip  on 
the  coaft  of  Buchan  ; and  were  conveyed  to  Norway, 
from  whence  they  travelled  to  Sweden.  In  the 
month  of  May,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  advanced 
with  the  army  into  the  Highlands,  as  far  as  Fort- 
Auguftus,  where  he  encamped ; and  fent  off  detach- 
ments on  all  hands,  to  hunt  down  the  fugitives, 
und  lav  wafte  the  country  with  fire  and  fword.  The 
caftles  of  Giengary  and  Lochiel  were  plundered  and 
burned  : every  houfe,  hut,  or  habitation,  met  with 
the  fame  fate,  without  diftinclion  : all  the  cattle 
and  provifion  were  carried  off:  the  men  were  either 
Ihot  upon  the  mountains,  like  wild  beafts^  or  put  to 
death  in  cold  blood,  without  form  of  trial : the  wo- 
men, after  having  feen  their  hufbands  and  fathers 
murdered,  were  iubjedted  to  brutal  violation,  and 
then  turned  out  naked,  wdth  their  children,  to  ftarve 
on  the  barren  heaths.  One  whole  fam.ily  w’as  en- 
clofed  in  a barn,  and  confumed  to  afhes.  Thole 
minilters  of  vengeance  were  fo  alert  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  office,  that  in  a few  days  there  w'as 
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BOOK  neither  houfe,  cottage,  man,  nor  bead,  to  be  feen 
in  the  compafs  of  fifty  miles : all  was  ruin,  filence, 
and  defclation. 

§ III.  The  humane  reader  cannot  refledt  upon 
fuch  a fcene  without  o-rief  and  horror : what  then 
^ mufl  have  been  the  fenfition  of  the  fugitive  Prince, 
when  lie  beheld  thefe  fpe6lacks  of  woe,  the  difmal 
fruit  of  his  ambition  ? He  was  now  furrounded  by 
armed  troops,  that  chafed  him  from  hill  to  dale, 
from  rock  to  cavern,  and  from  fliore  to  fhore. 
Sometimes  he  lurked  in  caves  and  cottages,  without 
attendants,  or  any  other  fjpport  but  that  which  the 
, pcorefl  peafant  could  fupply.  Sometimes  he  was 
rovred  in  fifher-boats  from  ifle  to  ifle,  among  the 
Hebrides,  and  often  in  fight  of  his  purfuers.  For 
fome  days  he  appeared  in  woman’s  attire,  and  even 
pafTed  through  the  midfl  of  his  enemies  unknown. 
But,  underflanding  his  difguife  was  difcovered,  he 
, affumed  the  habit  of  a travelling  mountaineer,  and 
vrandered  about  among  the  woods  and  heaths,  with 
a matted  beard  and  fqualid  looks,  cxpofed  to  hun- 
, ger,  thirfl,  and  wearinefs,  and  in  continual  danger 
of  being  apprehended.  He  was  obliged  to  triifl  his 
life  to  the  fidelity  of  above  fifty  individuals,  and 
many  of  thefe  were  in  the  loweft  paths  of  fortune. 
They  knew  that  a price  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds 
was  let  upon  liis  head  ; and  that,  by  betraying  him, 
they  fnould  enjoy  wealth  and  aflluence:  but  they 
detefted  the  thought  of  obtaining  riches  on  fuch  in- 
famous terms,  and  minifLered  to  his  neceffities,  with 
the  utmofi;  zeal  and  fidelity,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
their  ovm.  defiruddon.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  pere- 
grinations, he  was  mmre  than  once  hemmed  in  by 
his  purfuers,  in  fuch  a manner  as  feemed  to  pre- 
clude all  poffibility  of  efcaping  : yet,  he  was  never 
abandoned  by  his  hope  and  recolledion ; he  ftill 
found  fome  expedient  that  faved  him  from  captivity 
and  death  ^ and  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  dif- 
trefies  maintained  the  moil  amazing  equanimity  and 
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good  humour.  At  length  a privateer  of  St.  Malo,  C ii  AP. 
hired  by  the  young  Sheridan  and  forne  other  Irifh 
adherents,  arrived  in  Lochnannach ; and  on  the  ,7^5, 
twentieth  day  of  September,  this  unfortunate  Prince 
embarked  in  the  habit  which  he  wore  for  difguife. 

PI  is  eye  was  hollow,  his  vifage  wan,  and  his  confti- 
tution  greatly  impaired  by  famine  and  fatigue.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  and  his 
brother,  with  a few  other  exiles.  They  fet  fail  for 
France,  and  after  having  palTed  unfeen,  by  means 
of  a thick  fog,  through  a Britiili  fquadron  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Leltock,  and  been  chafed  by 
two  Englifli  fhips  of  w’ar,  arrived  in  fafety  at  Rofeau, 
near  Morlaix,  in  Bretagne.  Perhaps  he  would  have 
found  it  ftill  more  difficult  to  efcape,  had  not  the 
vigilance  and  eagernefs  of  the  government  been  re- 
laxed, in  confequence  of  a report,  that  he  had  al- 
ready fallen  among  fdme  perfons  that  w^ere  flain  by  a 
volley  from  one  of  the  Duke’s  detachments. 

§ IV.  Having  thus  explained  the  rife,  progrefs, 
and  extindlion  of  the  rebellion,  it  will  be  neceffary 
to  take  a retro fpedtive  viev/  of  the  proceedings  in 
Parliament.  The  neceffary  fteps  being  taken  for 
quieting  the  intelline  commotions  of  the  kingdom, 
the  two  Houfes  began  to  convert  their  attention  to 
the  affairs  of  the  continent.  On  the  fourteenth  day 
of  January,  the  King  repaired  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
and  in  a fpeech  from  the  throne  gave  his  Parliament 
to  underftand,  that  the  States-General  had  made 
preffing  inffances  for  his  affiftance  in  the  prefent 
conjun6lure,  when  they  were  in  fuch  danger  of  being 
oppreffed  by  the  power  of  France  in  the  Nether- 
. lands  ; that  he  had  promifed  to  co-operate  with  them 
towards  oppofing  the  further  progrefs  of  their  ene- 
mies ; and  even  concerted  meafures  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Pie  declared  it  was  with  regret  that  he  afked 
any  further  aids  of  his  people : lie  exhorted  them 
to  watch  over  the  publick  credit ; and  expreffed  his 
^ntire  dependence  on  their  zeal  and  unanimity.  He 
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BOOK  was  favoured  with  loyal  addrelTcs,  couched  in  the 

^ . warmed  terms  of  duty  and  affedtion  : but  the  fup- 

»746.  plies  were  retarded  by  new  convulfions  in  the  minb 
dry.  The  Earl  of  Granville  had  made  an  effort  to 
retrieve  his  influence  in  the  cabinet,  and  his  Sove- 
reign favoured  his  pretenfions.  I'he  two  brothers, 
who  knew  his  afpiring  genius,  and  dreaded  his  fupe- 
rior  talents,  refilled  to  admit  fuch  a colleague  into 
the  adminifiration  ; they  even  refolved  to  ftrengthen 
their  party,  by  introducing  frefli  auxiliaries  into 
the  offices  of  State.  Some  of  thefe  v/ere  perfonally 
difigreeable  to  his  M?jef!:y,^  w'ho  accordingly  re- 
jedted  the  fuit  by  w’hich  they  were  recommended. 
The  Duke  of  Ncwcaflle  and  his  brother,  with  all 
their  adherents,  immediately  refigned  their  em- 
ployments. The  Earl  of  Granville  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  State,  and  relumed  the  reins  of  admi- 
niftration  : but,  finding  himielf  unequal  to  the  ac- 
cumulated oppofition  that  preponderated  againft 
him  ; forefeeing  that  he  fiiould  not  be  able  to  feciire 
the  fupplies  in  Parliament ; and  dreading  the  con- 
feauences  of  that  confulion  which  his  refloration 

i 

had  already  produced,  he,  in  three  days,  volunta- 
rily quitted  the  helm ; and  his  Majefty  acqiiiefced  in 
the  meafures  propofed  by  the  oppofite  party.  The 
feals  were  re- delivered  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle 
and  the  Plarl  of  Elarrington  : Mr.  Pelham,  and  all 
the  reft  who  had  refigned,  were  reinftated  in  their 
refpedlive  employments ; and  offices  were  conferred 
on  feverai  individuals  who  had  never  before  been  in 
the  fervice  of  the  government.  William  Pitt,  Efq. 
w^as  appointed  Vice-lTeafurer  of  Ireland,  and  foon 
promoted  to  the  place  of  Paymafter-General  of  the 
forces  j at  the  fame  time  the  ' King  declared  him  a 
Privy-Counfellor.  This  gentleman  had  been  ori- 
ginally defigned  for  the  army,  in  which  he  aftnaily 
bore  a commiffion  j but  fate  referved  him  for  a more 
important  ftation.  In  point  of  fortune  he  was  bare- 
ly qualified  to  be  elecled  member  of  Parliament, 

when 
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when  he  obtained  a feat  in  the  Hoiife  of  Commons,  chap. 
w'here  he  foon  oiitflione  all  his  compatriots.  He 
difplayed  a furprifmg  extent  and  precifion  of  politi-^'^^6^ 
cal  knowledge,  an  irrefiftible  energy  of  argument, 
and  fuch  power  of  elocution,  as  flruck  his  hearers 
with  aftonifhment  and  admiration.  It  fafhed  like 
the  lightening  of  heaven  againft  the  minifcers  and 
fons  of  corruption,  blafting  where  it  fmote,  and 
withering  the  nerves  of  oppofition  ; but  his  more 
fubftantial  praife  was  founded  upon  his  difinterefted 
integrity,  his  incorruptible  heart,  his  unconquerable 
fpirit  of  independence,  and  his  invariable  attach- 
ment to  the  interell  and  liberty  of  his  country. 

§ V.  The  quiet  of  the  miniftry  being  re-eftablifh- 
ed,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  provided  for  forty  thou- 
fand  feamen,  nearly  the  fame  number  of  land  forces, 
befides  fifteen  regiments  raifed  by  the  nobility,  on 
account  of  the  rebellion,  and  about  twelve  thoufand 
marines.  They  fettled  funds  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  Dutch  and  Heflian  troops  that  were  in  England, 
as  well  as  for  the  fubfidy  to  the  Landgrave.  They 
granted  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King 
of  Sardinia  ; four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary ; three  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
fand pounds  to  defray  the  expence  of  eighteen 
thoufand  Hanoverians  ; about  three-and-thirty  thou- 
fand pounds  in  fubfidies  to  the  Eleclbrs  of  Mentz 
and  Cologn ; and  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in 
a vote  of  credit  and  confidence  to  his  Majefty.  The 
whole  charge  of  the  current  year  amounted  to  feven 
millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
which  was  raifed  by  the  land  and  malt-taxes,  anniii- 
ties  on  the  additional  duties  impofed  on  glafs,  and 
fpirituoiis  liquors,  a lottery,  a dedu6lion  from  the 
finking-fund,  and  Exchequer  bills,  chargeable  on 
the  firil:  aids  that  Ihould  be  granted  in  the  next  fef- 
fion  of  Parliament. 

§ VI.  The  rebellion  being  quelled,  the  legiflature 
refolved  to  make  examples  of  thofe  wiio  had  been 
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hook;  concerned  in  diflnrbing  the  pence  of  their  country. 

^ ^ In  June,  an  ad  of  attainder  was  pafled  againft  the 

T746.  principal  perfons  who  had  embarked  in  that  defpe- 
rate  undertaking;  and  courts  were  opened  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  F.ngland,  for  the  trial  of  the  prifoners. 
Seventeen  perfons  who  had  borne  arms  in  the  rehej 
army  were  executed  at  Kennington-Common,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and  fufiLred  with 
great  conllancy  under  the  dreadful  tortures  which 
their  fentence  prel'cribed  : nine  were  put  to  death, 
in  the  fame  manner,  at  Carlille  ; hx  at  Brumpron, 
feven  at  Penrith,  and  eleven  at  York:  of  thefe  a 
confiderable  number  were  gentlemen,  and  had  ade4 
as  officers:  about  fifty  had  been  executed  as  de- 
ferters  in  different  parts  of  Scotland  : eighty-one 
fuffered  the  pains  of  the  law  as  traitors.  A few 
obtained  pardons,  and  a confiderable  number  were 
tranfported  to  the  plantations.  Bills  of  indidment 
for  liigh-treafon  were  found  by  the  county  of  Surry 
againfi  die  Earls  of  Kilmarnock  and  Cromartie,  and 
I.ord  Balmerino.  Thefe  noblemen  were  tried  by 
their  peer's  in  Wefiminfter-hall,  the  Lord-Chancel- 
lor prefiding  as  I.oi'd  1 ligh-Stew’ard  for  the  occu- 
lion.  The  two  Earls  confelfed  their  crimes,  and  in 
pathetick  fpeeches  recommended  themfelves  to  his 
Majefiy’s  mercy.  L.ord  Balmerino  pleaded  noj: 
guiity  : he  denied  his  having  been  at  Carlille  at  the 
time  fpecified  in  the  indictment,  but  this  excep- 
tion was  over-ruled  : then  he  moved  a pioint  of  law 
in  arreff  of  judgement,  and  was  allowed  to  be  heard 
by  Iris  counfel.  They  might  have  expatiated  on  the 
Iiardlhip  of  being  tried  by  an  ex  poft  fatio  law,  and 
claimed  the  privilege  of  trial  in  the  county  where 
the  of  treafon  was  laid  to  liave  been  committed. 
The  lame  hardlliip  was  impofetl  upon  all  the  inipri- 
foned  rebels  : they  were  dragged  in  captivity  to  a 
llrange  country,  far  from  their  friends  and  connec- 
tions, dellitute  of  means  to  produce  evidence  in  their 
favour,  even  if  they  Iiatf  been  innocent  of  the  charge. 

Balmerino 
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Balrrierino  waved  this  plea,  and  fiihmitred  to  the  c h a p. 
Court,  which  pronounced  lentence  of  death  upon 
him  and  his  two  aflbciates.  Cromartie’s  life  was 
fpared  5 but  the  other  two  were  beheaded,  in  die 
month  of  Augull,  on  Tower-hill.  Kilmarnock  w’as 
a nobleman  of  hue  perfonal  accomplilhments  j he 
had  been  educated  in  Revolution  principles^  and 
engaged  in  the  rebellion,  partly  from  the  defperate 
lituation  of  his  fortune,  and  partly  from  refentmenr 
to  the  government,  on  his  being  deprived  of  a pen- 
fion  which  he  had  for  feme  time  enjoyed.  He  was 
convinced  of  his  havino;  afted  criminally,  and  died 
with  marks  of  penitence  and  contrition.  Balmcnno 
liad  been  bred  to  arms,  and  acted  upon  principle  : 
lie  was  gallant,  brave,  rough,  and  reiblute ; he  eyed 
the  implements  of  death  with  the  tuofl  carelefs  fa- 
miliarity, and  feemed  to  triumph  in  his  fufterings.  . 

In  November,  Mr.  Ratcliff,  the  titular  Earl  of 
Derwentw'ater,  who  had  been  taken  in  a fliip  bound 
to  Scotland,  was  arraigned  on  a former  lentence, 
paOed  againff  him  in  the  year  one  thoufind  leven 
hundred  and  lixteen  ; he  refilled  to  acknowledge  the 
authority  of  the  court,  and  pleaded  that  he  was  a 
fubjedc  of  France,  honoured  with  a commiffion  in 
tlie  fervice  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty.  The 
identity  of  his  perlbn  being  proved,  a rule  was  made 
for  his  execution  ; and  on  the  eighth  day  of  Decem- 
ber he  fuffered  decapitation,  with  the  moft  perfedt 
compofure  and  ferenity.  Lord  Lovat,  now  turned 
of  fourfeore,  w'as  impeached  by  the  Common^,  and 
tried  in  Weftminfter-hall  before  the  Lord  High- 
Steward.  John  Murray,  Secretary  to  the  Prince- 
Pretender,  and  Ibme  of  his  own  domefticks  appear- 
ing againft  him,  he  was  convibted  of  high-trealbn, 
and  condemned.  Notwithftanding  his  age,  infir- 
mities, and  the  recolleblion  of  his  confcience,  which 
was  fuppofed  to  be  not  altogether  void  of  offence, 
he  died  like  an  old  Roman,  exclaiming,  duke  et 
decarum  pro  pat  rid  jnerid'  He  furveyed  the  crowd 
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^ ^ attention,  examined  the  ax,  jefted  with  the 

executioner j and  laid  his  head  upon  the  block  with 
1746.  the  utmofl  indifference.  From  this  lafl  fcene  of  his 
• life  one  would  have  concluded,  that  he  had  approved 
himfelf  a patriot  from  his  youth,  and-  never  de- 
viated from  the  paths  of  virtue. 

§ VII.  The  flame  of  war  on  the  continent  did  not 
expire  at  the  election  of  an  emperor,  and  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  peace  among  the  princes  of  the  empire. 
On  the  contrary,  it  raged  with  double  violence  in 
confeqnence  of  thefe  events ; for  the  force  that  was 
before  divided  being  now  united  in  one  body,  exer- 
ted Itfelf  with  great  vigour  and  rapidity.  The  States- 
^ General  were  overwhelmed  with  confternation. 
Fhotwithftanding  the  pains  they  had  taken  to  avoid 
a war,  and  the  condefcenfion  with  which  they  had 
foothed  and  fupplicated  the  French  Monarch  in  re- 
peated embaflies  and  memorials,  they  faw  themfelves 
ftripped  of  their  barrier,  and  once  more  in  danger  of 
being  overwhelmed  by  that  ambitious  nation.  The 
city  of  BruflTels  had  been  reduced  during  the  winter; 
fo  that  the  enemy  were  in  pofleflion  of  all  the  Auf- 
trian  Netherlands,  except  a few  fortreflfes.  Great 
part  of  the  forces  belonging  to  the  Republick  were 
reltridled  from  adlion  by  capitulations,  to  which 
they  had  fubfcribed.  The  States  were  divided  in 
their  council  between  the  two  fadlions  which  had 
long  fubfifled.  They  trembled  at  the  profpedl  of  fee- 
ing Zealand  invaded  in  the  fpring.  The  Orange 
party  loudly  called  for  an  augrr.  dotation  of  their 
forces  by  fea  and  land,  that  they  might  profecute 
the  war  with  vigour.  The  common  people,  fond 
of  novelty,  dazzled  by  the  fplendor  of  greatnefs, 
and  fully  perfuaded  that  nothing  but  a chief  was 
wanting  to  their  fecurity,  demanded  the  Prince  of 
Orange  as  a Stadtholder ; and  even  mingled  me- 
naces with  their  demands.  The  oppofite  faction 
dreaded  alike  the  pov/er  of  a Stadtholder,  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a French  army,  and  the  feditious  dif- 
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pofition  of  the  populace.  An  ambafiador  was  fent  c H a p. 
to  London  with  reprefentations  of  the  imminent j 
dangers  wdiich  threatened  the  republick,  and  he  was  ,-^6, 
ordered  to  follicit  in  the  moil  preffing  terms  the 
afiiftance  of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  that  the  allies 
might  have  a fuperiority  in  the  Netherlands  by  the 
beginning  of  the  campaign.  The  King  was  very 
well  difpofed  to  comply  with  their  requeft ; but  the 
rebellion  in  his  kingdom,  and  the  difientions  in  his 
cabinet,  had  retarded  the  fupplies,  and  embarrafTed 
him  fo  much,  that  he  found  it  impoffible  to  make 
thofe  early  preparations  that  were  neceikiry  to  check 
the  career  of  the  enemy. 

§ VIII.  The  King  of  France,  with  his  general, 
the  Count  de  Saxe,  took  the  field  in  the  latter  end 
of  April,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  men,  and  advanced  towards  the  allies,  who, 
to  the  number  of  four  and-forty  thoufand,  were  en- 
trenched behind  the  Demer,  under  the  conduFc  of 
the  Auftrian  general  Bathiani,  who  retired  before 
them,  and  took  poft  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Breda, 
the  capital  of  Dutch  Brabant.  Marefchal  Saxe  im- 
mediately invefted  Antwerp,  which  in  a few  days 
was  furrendered.  ^Then  he  appeared  before  the 
ftrong  town  of  Mons  in  Hainault,  with  an  irrefifti- 
ble  train  of  artillery,  an  immenfe  quantity  of  bombs 
and  warlike  implenicnts.  He  carried  on  his  ap- 
proaches with  fuch  unabating  impetuofity,  that, 
notwithftanding  a very  vigorous  defence,  the  garri- 
fon  was  obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  twenty^feventh 
day  of  June,  in  about  eight-and-twenty  days  after 
the  place  had  been  invefted.  Sieges  were  not  now 
carried  on  by  the  tedious  method  of  fapping.  The 
French  King  found  it  much  more  expeditious  and 
’Cfte61ual  to  bring  into  the  field  a prodigious  train  of 
battering  cannon,  and  enormous  mortars,  that  kept 
up  fuch  a fire  as  no  garrifon  could  fuftain,  and  dif- 
charged  fuch  an  inceftant  hail  of  bombs  and  bullets, 
as  in  a very  little  time  reduced  to  ruins  the  . place, 

. with 
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BOOK  with  all  its  fortifications.  Sr.  Guiflain  and  Char- 

, ^ leroy  met  with  the  fate  of  Mons  and  Antwerp  fo 

1746.  that  by  the  middle  of  July  the  French  King  was  ab- 
folute  mafter  of  Flanders,  Brabant  and  Flainault. 

§ IX.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  had,  by  this, 
afllimed  the  command  of  the  confederate  army  at 
Terheyde,  which  being  reinforced  by  the  Heffian 
troops  from  Scotland,  and  a frelh  body  of  Auftrians 
under  Count  Palfi,  amounted  to  eighty-feven  thou- 
fand  men,  including  the  Dutch  forces  commanded 
by  the  Prince  of  Waldeck.  The  generals,  fuppo- 
fing  the  next  ftorm  would  fall  upon  Namur, 
marched  towards  that  place,  and  took  poft  in  an 
advantageous  fituation  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
July,  in  fight  of  the  French  army,  which  was  en- 
camped at  Gemblours.  Flere  they  remained  till 
the  eighth  day  of  Auguft,  when  a detachment  of  the 
enemy,  commanded  by  Count  Lowendahl  took 
pofTeffion  of  Huy,  where  he  found  a large  magazine 
belonging  to  the  confederates ; and  their  communi- 
cation with  Maeflricht  was  cut  off.  Marefchal  Saxe, 
on  the  other  fide,  took  his  meafures  fo  well,  that 
they  were  utterly  deprived  of  all  fubfiftance.  Then 
Prince  Charles,  retiring  acrofs  the  Maefe,  aban' 
doned  Namur  to  the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  by  whom 
it  was  immediately  invefted.  The  trenches  were 
opened  on  the  fecond  day  of  September ; and  the 
garrifon,  confiding  of  feven  thoufand  Auftrians,  de- 
fended themfelves  with  equal  fkill  and  relblution: 
but  the  cannonading  and  bombardment  were  fo 
terrible,  that  in  a few  days  the  place  was  converted 
into  a heap  of  rubbifla  j and  on  the  twenty- third  day 
of  the  month  the  French  monarch  took  polfeftion 
of  this  ftrong  fortrefs,  which  had  formerly  fuftained 
fuch  dreadful  attacks.  Mean  while  the  allied  army 
encamped  at  Maeftricht  were  joined  by  Sir  John 
Ligonier,  with  fome  Britifh  and  Bavarian  batta- 
lions; and  Prince  Charles  refolved  to  give  the 
enemy  battle.  With  this  view  he  palled  the  Maefe 
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on  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  and  advanced  c ii  A ?. 
towards  Marcfchal  Saxe,  whom  he  found  fo  advan- 
tageoiidy  pofted'at  Tongres,  that  he  thought  proper  ,,^5. 
to  marcli  back  to  Maeitricht.  On  the  twcnty-hxtii 
day  of  September  he  croflTed  the  Jaarin  his  retreat; 
and  his  rear  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  were 
repulfed.  But  Count  Saxe  bein'g  reinforced  by  a 
body  of  troops,  under  the  Count  de  Clermont,  de- 
termined to  bring  the  confederates  to  an  engage- 
ment. On  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  month  he 

¥ 

paffed  the  Jaar;  while  they  took  poflelTion  of  the 
villages  of  Liers,  Warem,  and  Roucoux,  drew  up 
their  forces  in  order  of  battle,  and  made  preparations 
for  giving  him  a warm  reception.  On  the  firft  day 
of  06lober  the  enemy  advanced  in  three  columns; 
and  a terrible  cannonading  began  about  noon.  At 
two  o’clock  Prince  Waldeck  on  the  left  was  charged 
with  great  fury  ; and  after  an  obftinate  defence  over- 
powered by  numbers.  The  villages  were  attacked 
in  columns,  and  as  one  brigade  was  repulfed  another 
fucceeded  ; fo  that  the  allies  were  obliged  to  abandon 
thefe  polls,  and  retreat  towards  Maeftricht,  with 
the  lofs  of  five  thoufand  men,  and  thirty  pieces  of 
artillery.  The  victory,  however,  coft  the  French 
general  a much  greater  number  of  lives;  and  was 
attended  with  no  folid  advantage.  Sir  John  Ligo- 
nier,  the  Earls  of  Crawford*  and  Rothes,  Brigadier 
VoL.  III.  O Douglas, 

• This  rohleman,  fo  remarkable  for  his  courage  and  thirft  of 
glory,  exhibited  a very  extraordinary  inllance  of  piel’ence  of  mind  on 
the  morning  that  preceded  this  battle,  He  and  fome  voluntiers, 
accompanied  by  his  aidedu  camp,  and  attended  by  two  orderiv  dra- 
goons, had  rode  out  before  day  to  reconnoitre  the  fituaiion  of  the 
enemy;  and  fell  in  upon  one  of  their  advanced  guards.  Thefcijcant 
wlu)  commanded  it  immediately  turned  out  his  men,  and  their  pieces 
were  pre.'ented  when  the  Earl  firil  perceived  them.  Without  betray- 
ing the  lealf  mark  of  diforder,  he  rode  up  to  the  ferjeant,  and  alTu- 
ming  the  cltaracter  of  a French  General,  told  him  in  that  language, 
that  there  was  no  occafion  for  I’uch  ccremonv.  Then  he  aflceJ,  if 
they  liad  perceived  any  ot  the  enemy’s  parties?  and  being  anfwcred 
in  the  negative,  “ Very  well  (faid  he)  be  upon  your  guard  ; and  if 
“ you  Ihould  be  attacked,  I will  take  care  that  you  Ihall  be  ful- 
“ Itained.”  So  faying,  he  and  his  company  retired,  before  the  I'er- 
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K Douglas,  and  other  officers  of  the  Britifh  troops, 
difliingiiifhed  themfelves  by  their  gallantry  and  con- 
dud  on  this  occafion.  This  adion  terminated  the 
campaign.  The  allies  paffing  the  Maefe,  took  up 
their  winter  quarters  in  the  duchies  of  Limburgh 
and  Luxembourg ; while  the  French  cantoned  their 
troops  in  the  places  which  they  had  newly  con- 
quered. 

§ X.  The  campaign  in  Italy  was  altogether  un- 
favourable to  the  Fi  ench  and  Spaniards.  The  houfe  of 
Auftria  being  no  longer  preffed  on  the  fide  of  Ger- 
many, was  enabled  to  make  the  ftronger  efforts  in 
this  country  5 and  the  Britifh  fubfidy  encouraged  the 
King  of  Sardinia  to  ad  with  redoubled  vivacity. 
Marefchal  -Maillebois  occupied  the  greater  part  of 
Piedmont  with  about  thirty  thoufand  men.  Don 
Philip  and  the  Count  de  Gages  were  at  the  head  of 
a greater  number  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milan; 
and  the  Duke  of  Modena,  with  eight,  thoufand,  fe- 
cured  his  own  dominions.  The  King  of  Sardinia 
augmented  his  forces  to  fix-and- thirty  thoufand; 
and  the  Auflrian  army,  under  the  Prince  of  Lich- 
tenftein,  amounted  to  a much  greater  number;  fo 
that  the  enemy  were  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  ad- 
ing  on  the  defenfive,  and  retired  towards  the 
Mantuan.  In  February,  Baron  Leutrum,  the  Pied- 
montefe  general,  invefted  and  took  the  ftrong  for- 
trefs  of  Afte.  He  afterwards  relieved  the  citadel  of 
Alexandria,  which  the  Spaniards  had  blocked  up  in 
the  winter,  reduced  Cafai,  recovered  Valencia,  and 
obliged  Maillebois  to  retire  to  the  neighbourhood  of 

Genoa. 

jeant  could  recolleft  himfelf  from  the  furprife  occafioned  by  this  un- 
expected addrels.  In  all  probability  lie  was  Toon  fenfible  of  his  mil- 
take  ; for  the  incident  was  that  very  day  publickly  mentioned  in  the 
French  army.  The  Prince  of  Tingray,  an  officer  in  the  Andrian 
lervice,  having  been  taken  prifonef  in  the  battle  that  enfued,  dined 
with  Marefchal  Count  Saxe,  who  difmifled  him  on  his  parole,  and 
delired  he  would  charge  himfelf  with  a facetious  compliment  to  his 
old  friend,  the  Earl  of  Crawford.  He  wi died  his  Lordffiip  joy  of 
being  a French  General,  and  faid  he  could  not  help  being  difpleafed- 
with  the  ferjeant,  as  he  had  not  procured  him  the  honour  of  his 
Lorddiip’s  company  at  dinner. 
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Genoa.  On  the  other  fide,  Don  Philip  and  Counts  hap. 
Gages  abandoned  Milan,  Pavia,  and  Parma,  re- 
treating  before  the  Auftrians  with  the  utmoil:  preci-  1746. 
pitation  to  Placentia,  where  they  were  joined  on  the 
third  of  June  by  the  French  forces  under  Mailie- 
bois. 

§ XL  Before  this  jundion  was  efre6led,  the  Spa- 
nifh  General,  Pignatelli,  had  palfed  the  river  Po  in 
the  night  with  a ftrong  detachment,  and  beaten  up 
the  quarters  of  feven  thoufand  Auftrians  pofted  at 
Codogno.  Don  Philip,  finding  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  two-and-fifty  thoufand  men  by  his  junflion  with 
the  French  General,  refolved  to  attack  the  Auftrians 
in  their  camp  at  San  Lazaro,  before  they  fhould  be 
reinforced  by  his  Sardinian  Majefty.  Accordingly,  ‘ 

on  the  fourth  day  of  June  in  the  evening,  he 
marched  with  equal  filence  and  expedition,  and  en- 
tered the  Auftrian  trenches  about,  eleven,  w’hen  a 
defperate  battle  enfued.  The  Auftrians  were  pre- 
pared for  the  attack,  which  they  fuftained  with 
great  vigour  till  morning.  Then  they  quitted  their 
entrenchments,  and  charged  the  enemy  in  their  turn 
with  fuch  fury,  that  after  an  obftinate  refiftance  the 
combined  army  was  broken,  and  retired  with  preci- 
pitation to  Placentia,  leaving  on  the  field  fifteen 
thoufand  men  killed,  wounded,  and  taken,  together 
with  fixty  colours,  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery.  In 
a few  weeks  the  Auftrians  were  joined  by  the  Pied- 
montefe  : the  King  of  Sardinia  aifumed  the  chief 
command ; and  Prince  Lichtenftein  being  indif- 
pofed,  his  place  was  fupplied  by  the  Marquis  de 
Botta.  Don  Philip  retired  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
Po,  and  extended  his  conquefts  in  the  open  country 
of  the  Miianefe.  The  King  of  Sardinia  called  a 
council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  determined  that  he 
fliould  pafs  the  river  with  a ftrong  body  of  troops,  * 
in  order  to  ftraiten  the  enemy  on  one  fide;  while 
.the  Marquis  de  Botta  fhould  march  up  the  Tydone, 
to  cut  off  their  communication  with  Placentia. 

O 2 They 

* 


igb  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

B o o ?>:  They  forthwith  quitted  all  the  polls  they  had  occu- 

^ pied  between  the  Lambro  and  Adda,  refolving  to 
1746.  repafs  the  Po,  and  retreat  to  Tortona.  With  this 
view  they  threw  bridges  of  boats  over  that  river,  and 
began  to  pafs  on  the  ninth  day  of  Auguft  in  the 
evening.  They  were  attacked  at  Rotto  Freddo  by 
a detachment  of  Auftrians,  under  General  Serbelloni, 
who  maintained  the  engagement  till  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  Botta  arrived:  the  battle  was  renewed 
with  redoubled  rage,  and  lafted  till  four  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  enemy  retired  in  great  diforder  to 
Tortona,  with  the  lofs  of  eight  thoufand  men,  a 
good  number  of  colours  and  ftandards,  and  eighteeri 
pieces  of  cannon.  This  vi6tory  coft  the  Auftrians 
four  thoufand  men  killed  upon  the  fpot,  including 
the  gallant  General  Bernclau.  The  viftors  imme- 
diately fummoned  Placentia  to  furrender  j and  the 
garrifon,  confifting  of  nine  thoufand  men,  were 
made  prifoners  of  war : Don  Philip  continued  his 
retreat,  and  of  all  his  forces  brought  fix-and-twenty 
thoufand  only  into  the  territories  of  Genoa. 

§ XII.  The  Piedmontefe  and  Auftrians  rejoining 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pavia,  advanced  to  Tor- 
tona, of  which  they  took  pofteflion  without  re- 
fiftance,  while  the  enemy  ftieltered  themfelves  under 
the  cannon  of  Genoa.  They  did  not  long  continue 
in  this  fituation  : for  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
Auguft  they  were  again  in  motion,  and  retired  into 
Provence.  The  court  of  Madrid  imputing  the  bad 
fuccefs  of  this  campaign  to  the  mifcondudl  of  Count 
Gages,  recalled  that  General,  and  fent  the  Mar- 
quis de  las  Minas  to  refume  the  command  of  the 
forces.  In  the  mean  time,  the  vidlorious  confede- 
rates appeared  before  Genoa  on  the  fourth  day  of 
December : and  the  fenate  of  that  city  thinking  it 
incapable  of  defence,  fubmitted  to  a very  mortify- 
ing capitulation,  by  which  the  gates  were  delivered 
up  to  the  Auftrians,  together  with  all  their  arms, 
artillery,  and  ammunition;  and  the  city  was  fub- 

je6led 
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je6led  to  the  moft  cruel  contributions.  The  Mar- 
quis de  Botta  being  left  at  Genoa  with  fixteen  thou- 
fand  men,  the  King  of  Sardinia  refolved  to  pafs  the 
Var,  and  purfue  the  French  and  Spaniards  into 
Provence : but,  that  monarch  being  feized  with  the 
fmall-pox,  the  condudl  of  this  expedition  was  en- 
trufhed  to  Count  Brown,  an  Auitrian  General  of 
Irifh  extra6t,  who  had  given  repeated  proofs  of  un- 
common valour  and  capacity.  He  was  on  this  oc- 
cafion  affilled  by  Vice-Admiral  Medley,  who  com- 
manded the  Britifli  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean. 
The  French  forces  had  fortified  the  palTes  of  the 
Var,  under  the  condu6l  of  the  Marefchal  cle  Bel- 
leifle,  who  thought  proper  to  abandon  his  pofts  at 
the  approach  of  Count  Brown ; and  this  General, 
at  the  head  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  pafTed  the  river, 
without  oppofition,  on  the  ninth  day  of  November. 
While  he  advanced  as  far  as  Draguignan,  laying  the 
open  country  under  contribution,  Baron  Roth,  with 
four-and-twenty  battalions,  invefted  Antibes,  which 
was  at  the  fame  time  bombarded  on  the  fide  of  the 
fea  by  the  Britifh  fquadron.  The  trenches  were 
opened  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September  •,  but 
Belleifle  having  affembled  a numerous  army,  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  confederates,  and  the  Genoefe  having 

O 

expelled  their  Auftrian  guefts.  Count  Brown  aban- 
doned the  enterprife,  and  repaired  the  Var,  not 
without  fome  damage  from  the  enemy. 

§ XIII.  The  court  of  Vienna,  which  has  always 
patronifed  opprefTion,  exadted  fuch  heavy  con- 
tributions from  the  Genoefe,  and  its  directions 
were  fo  rigoroully  put  in  execution,  that  the 
people  were  reduced  to  defpair;  and  refolved  to 
make  a laft  effort  for  the  recovery  of  their  liberty 
and  independence.  Accordingly,  they  took  arms 
in  fecret,  feized  feveral  important  pofts  of  the  city; 
furprifed  fome  batalions  of  the  Auftrians;  fur^ 
rounded  others,  and  cut  them  in  pieces ; and,  in  a 
word,  drove  them  out  with  great  flaughter,  Hie 
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Marquis  de  Botta  adted  with  caution  and  fpirit : 
but  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  apprehen- 
five  of  the  peafants  in  the  country,  who  were  in 
arms,  he  retreated  to  the  pafs  of  the  Bochetta  on 
the  fide  of  Lombardy,  where  he  fecured  himfelf  in 
an  advantageous  fituation,  until  he  could  receive  re- 
inforcements. The  lofs  he  had  fuftained  at  Genoa 
did  not  hinder  him  from  reducing  Savona,  a fea- 
port  town  belonging  to  that  Repubiick;  and  he  af- 
terwards made  himfelf  mafter  of  Gavi.  The  Ge- 
noefe,  on  the  contrary,  exerted  themfelves  with 
wonderful  induflry  in  fortifying  their  city,  raifing 
troops,  and  in  taking  other  meafures  for  a vigorous 
defence,  in  cafe  they  fhould  again  be  infulted. 

§ XIV.  The  naval  tranfadlions  of  this  year  re- 
fieded  very  little  honour  on  the  Britifh  nation. 
CommiOdore  Peyton,  who  commanded  fix  fiiips  of 
war  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  fhamiefuily  declined  a deci- 
five  engagement  with  a French  fquadron  of  inferior 
force ; and  abandoned  the  important  fettlement  of 
Madras  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  which  was 
takers  without  oppofition  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber by  the  French  commodore,  De  la  Bourdonnais. 
Fort  St.  David,  and  the  other  Britilli  fadories  in 
India,  would  probably  have  diared  the  fame  fate, 
had  not  the  enemy’s  naval  force  in  that  country  been 
fhattered  and  partly  deftroyed  by  a terrible  tempeil. 
No  event  of  coni'equence  happened  in  America, 
though  it  was  a feene  that  feemed  to  promife  the 
greatefl  fuccefs  to  the  arms  of  England.  The  re- 
dudion  of  Cape-Breton  had  encouraged  the  minilfry 
to  projed  the  conquefl;  of  Quebeck,  the  capital  of 
Canada,  fituated  upon  the  river  of  St.  Laurence. 
Commiffions  were  fent  to  the  governors  of  the 
Britifh  colonies  in  North-America,  empowering 
them  to  raife  companies  to  join  the  armament  from 
England  j and  eight  thoufand  troops  were  adually 
raifed  ^in  confequence  of  thefe  diredionsj  while  a 
powerful  fquadron  and  tranfports,  having  fix  regi- 
ments on  board,  were  prepared  at  Portfmouth  for 

this 
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this  expedition.  But  their  departure  was  poftponed  chap. 
by  unaccountable  delays,  until  the  feai'on  was  ^ 

iudged  too  far  advanced  to  rifque  the  great  iliips  on  ,7^6. 
the  boifterous  coaft  of  North- America.  That  the 
armament,  however,  might  not  be  wholly  ufelefs  to 
the  nation,  it  was  employed  in  making  a defcent 
upon  the  coaft  of  Bretagne,  on  the  fuppofition  that 
Port  L’Orient,  the  repofitory  of  all  the  ftores  and 
.blips  belonging  to  the  French  Eaft-India  company, 
might  be  furprifed;  or,  that  this  invafion  would 
alarm  the  enemy,  and,  by  making  a diverfion, 
facilitate  the  operations  of  the  Auftrian  General  in 
Provence. 

§ XV.  The  naval  force  intended  for  this  fervice 
confifted  of  fixteen  great  blips,  and  eight  frigates, 
befides  bomb-ketches  and  ftore-biips,  commanded 
by  Richard  Leftock,  appointed  Admiral  of  the  blue 
divifion.  Six  battalions  of  land  troops,  with  a de- 
tachment of  matroftes  and  bombardiers,  were  em- 
barked in  thirty  tranfports,  under  the  conduft  of 
Lieutenant-General  Sinclair;  and  the  whole  fleet  let 
fail  from  Plymouth  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember. On  the  twentieth  the  troops  were  landed 
in  Quimperlay-bay,  at  the  diftance  of  ten  miles 
from  Port-L’Orient.  The  militia,  rdnforced  by 
fome  detachments  from  dilferent  regiments,  were 
afiembled  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand,  and 
feemed  refolved  to  oppofe  the  difembarkation  : but, 
feeing  the  Britilli  troops  determined  to  land  at  all  . 
events,  they  thought  proper  to  retire.  Next  day 
General  Sinclair  advanced  into  the  country,  fkir- 
milhing  with  the  enemy  in  his  route;  and  arriving 
at  the  village  of  Plemure,  within  half  a league  from 
Port  L’Orient,  fummoned  that  place  to  furrender, 
lie  was  vifited'  by  a deputation  from  the  town, 
which  offered  to  admit  the  Britibi  forces,  on  con- 
dition that  they  fhould  be  reftrained  from  pillaging 
the  inhabitants,  and  touching  the  magazines;  and 
that  they  fhould  pay  a juft  price  for  their  provifions. 
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Thefe  terms  being  rejected,  the  inhabitants  pre- 
pared for  a vigorous  defence  ; and  the  Englifh  Ge- 
neral refolved  to  befiege  the  place  in  form,  though 
he  had  neither  time,  artillery,  nor  forces  fufficient 
for  fuch  an  enterprife.  This  (Irange  refolution  was 
owing  to  the  declaration  of  the  engineers,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  lay  the  place  in  afhes  in  the  fpace  of  four- 
and-twenty  hours.  All  his  cannon  amounted  to  no 
more  than  a few  field-peces  ; and  he  was  obliged  to 
wait  for  two  iron  guns,  which  the  failors  dragged  up 
from  the  fliipping.  Had  he  given  the  affauk  on  the 
firfl  night  after  his  arrival,  when  the  town  v^^as  filled 
with  terrour  and  confufion,  and  deftitute  of  regular 
troops,  in  all  probability  it  would  have  been  eafily 
taken  by  fcalade : but  the  reduction  of  it  was  ren- 
dered impradicable  by  his  delay.  The  ramparts 
were  mounted  with  cannon  from  the  Ihips  in  the 
harbour;  new  works  were  raifed  with  great  indukry: 
the  garnfon  v/as  reinforced  by  feveral  bodies  of  re- 
gular troops  j and  great  nuinbers  were  affembled 
from  all  parts;  fo  that  the  Britilh  forces  were  in 
danger  of  being  lurrounded  in  an  enemy’s  country. 
Notwithflanding  thefe  difeouragements,  they  opened 
a fmall  battery  againft  the  town,  which  was  fet  on 
fire  in  feveral  places  by  their  bombs  and  red-hot 
bullets:  they  likewife  repulfed  part  of  the  garrifon 
which  had  made  a fally  to  deftroy  their  works : but 
their  cannon  producing  no  eiFe6f  upon  the  fortifica- 
tions, the  fire  from  the  town  daily  increaling,  the 
engineers  owning  they  could  not  perform  their  pro- 
mife,  and  Admiral  Leftock  declaring,  in  repeated 
meJTages,  that  he  could  no  longer  expofe  the  fhips 
cn  an  open  coail;  at  fuch  a feafon  of  the  year.  Gene- 
ral Sinclair  abandoned  the  liege.  Having  cauled 
the  two  iron  pieces  of  cannon  and  the  mortars  to  be 
fpiked,  he  retreated  in  good  order  to  the  fea-fide, 
where  his  troops  were  re- embarked,  having  fuf- 
tained  very  inccnfiderable  damage  fince  their  firk 
landing.  He  expeded  reinforcements  from  Eng- 
land, 
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land,  and  was  rcfolved  to  wait  a little  longer  for  their  C 
arrival,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  annoy  the  enemy  ^ 
more  cffeftualiy.  In  the  beginning  of  061:ober  the 
fleet  failed  to  (^liberon-Bay,  where  they  deftroyed 
the  Ardent,  a French  flnp  of  war  of  fixty-four  guns ; 
and  a detachment  of  the  forces  being  landed,  took 
poflTeflion  of  a fort  on  the  peninfula;  while  the  little 
iflands  of  Hoiiat  and  Heydic  were  reduced  by  the 
bailors.  In  this  fituation  the  Admiral  and  General 
continued  till  the  fevcntecnth  day  of  the  month, 
when  the  forts  being  difmantled,  and  the  troops  re- 
embarked, the  fleet  failed  from  the  French  coaft: 
the  Admiral  returned  to  England,  and  the  tranfports 
with  the  foldiers  proceeded  to  Ireland,  wFere  they 
arrived  in  fafety. 

§ XVI.  This  expedition,  weak  and  frivolous  as  it 
may  fcem,  was  refented  by  the  French  nation  as  one 
of  the  greateft  infults  they  had  ever  fuftained ; and 
demonflerated  the  poflTibility  of  hurting  France  in  her 
tendereft  parts,  by  means  of  an  armament  of  this 
nature,  well-timecl,  and  vigoroufly  conduced.  In- 
deed, nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  or  precipitate 
than  an  attempt  to  diftrefs  the  enemy  by  landing  a 
handful  of  troops,  without  draft-horfes,  tents,  or 
artillery,  from  a fleet  of  fhips  lying  on  an  open 
beach,  expofed  to  the  uncertainty  of  weather  in  the 
moll;  tempefliuous  feafon  of  the  year,  fo  as  to  render 
the  retreat  and  re -embarkation  altogether  precarious. 
'I'he  Britifn  fquadrons  in  the  Weft-Indies  performed 
no  exploit  of  confequence  in  the  courfe  ot  this  year, 
d'he  commerce  was  but  indifferently  protedted. 
Commodore  I.ee,  Rationed  off  Martinico,  allow*ed 
a French  fleet  of  merchant- Ikips,  and  their  convoy, 
to  pafs  by  his  fquadron  unmolefled  ; and  Commo- 
dore Mitchel  behaved  fcandaioufly  in  a rencontre 
with  the  French  fquadron,  under  the  condudl  of 
Monlieur  de  Conflans,  who  in  his  return  to  Europe 
took  the  Severn,  an  Englifh  fhip  of  fifty  guns.  The 
cruifers  on  all  fides,  Englifh,  French,  and  Spaniards, 
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BOOK  were  extremely  alert;  and  though  the  Englifh  lofl 
^ , the  greater  number  ot  fliipsj  this  difference  was  more 

than  overbalanced  by  the  fuperior  value  of  the  prizes 
taken  from  the  enemy.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year 
two-and-twenty  Spanifli  privateers,  and  fixty-fix 
merchant  veffels,  including  ten  regifter-fhips,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Britiili  cruifers : from  the 
Trench  they  took  feven  Ihiips  of  war,  ninety  pri- 
vateers, and  about  three  hundred  ffips  of  com- 
merce. The  new  King  of  Spain  being  fuppofed 
well-affefled  to  the  Britidi  nation,  an  effort  was  made 
to  detach  him  from  the  interefts  of  France,  by  means 
of  the  Marquis  de  Tabernega,  who  had  formerly 
been  his  fiivourite,  'and  refided  many  years  as  a re- 
fugee in  England.  This  nobleman  proceeded  to 
' Lifbon,  where  a negociation  was  let  on  foot  with 
the  Court  of  Madrid.  But  his  efforts  mifcarried ; 
and  the  influence  of  the  Qiieen-mother  continued  to 
predominate  in  the  Spaniflt  councils.  The  States- 
General  had  for  fome  years  endeavoured  to  promote 
a pacification  by  rcmonftrances,  and  even  intreaties, 
at  the  Court  of  V erfailles : the  French  King  at  length 
difcovered  an  inclination  to  peace,  and  in  September 
a congrefs  was  opened  at  Breda,  the  capital  of  Dutch 
Brabant,  where  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Emperor, 
Great-Britain,  France,  andFIolland,  were  affembled; 
but  the  French  were  fo  infolent  in  their  demands, 
that  the  conferences  were  foon  interrupted. 

§ XVII.  The  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  meet- 
ing in  November,  the  King  exhorted  them  to  con- 
cert with  all  poffible  expedition  the  proper  meafiires 
for  purfuing  the  war  with  vigour,  that  the  confede- 
rate 

* In  the  nionth  of  July,  Philip  King  of  Spain  dying,  in  the  fixty* 
third  year  of  his  age,  was  fucceeded  by  his  elded  fon  Ferdinand,  born 
ot  Maria-Louifa  Gabriela,  filter  to  the  late  King  of  Sardinia.  He 
elpouled  Donna  Maria  Magdalena,  Infanta  of  Portugal,  but  had  no 
idue.  Philip  was  but  two  days  furvived  by  his  daughter,  thcDau- 
phinefs  of  France.  The  fame  month  was  remarkable  for  the  death  of 
Ciiridiern  VI.  King  of  Denmark,  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Frederick  V. 
who  had  married  the  Princefs  Louifa,  younged  daughter  to  the  King 
of  Gicat-Britain. 


/ 


GEORGE  II. 


rate  army  in  the  Netherlands  might  be  feafonably  chap. 
augmented  : he,  likevvife,  gave  them  to  nnderftand,  ^ ^ 

that  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  fupport  of  his  .1746. 
civil  government-  had  for  fome  years  paft  fallen  fliort 
of  the  revenue  intended  and  granted  by  Parliament ; 
and  faid  he  relied  on  their  known  affeftion  to  find 
out  fome  method  to  make  good  this  deficiency.  As 
all  thofe  who  had  conducted  the  oppofition  were  now 
concerned  in  the  adminiftration,  little  or  no  objec- 
tion was  made  to  any  demand  or  propofal  of  the 
government  and  its  minifters.  The  Commons 
having  confidered  the  cltimates,  voted  forty  thou- 
fand  feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the  enluing  year,  and 
about  fixty  thoufand  land-forces,  including  eleven 
thoufand  five  hundred  marines.  They  granted  four 
hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
Emprefs  Queen  of  Hungary ; three  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  to  the  King  of  Sardinia  ; four  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  pounds  for  the  maintenance  of 
eighteen  thoufand  Hanoverian  auxiliaries;  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty-one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feven 
pounds  for  fix  thoufand  Heflians ; fubfidies  to  the 
Electors  of  Cologn,  Mentz,  and  Bavaria;  and  the 
fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  enable,  his 
Majefty  to  profecute  the  war  with  advantage.  In  a 
word,  the  fupplies  amounted  to  nine  millions  four 
hundred  twenty-five  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  pounds ; a fum  almoll:  incredible,  if  we  conii- 
der  how  the  kingdom  had  been  already  drained  of 
its  treafure.  It  was  raifed  by  the  ufual  taxes,  re- 
iiiforced  with  new  impofitions  on  windows,  carriages, 
and  fpirituous  liquors,  a lottery,  and  a loan  from 
the  finking-fund.  'Ehe  new  taxes  were  mortgaged* 
for  four  irnllions  by  transferrable  annuities,  at  an  in- 
tereft  of  four,  and  a premiium  of  ten  per  centum. 

By  refledling  on  thefe  enormous  grants,  one  would 
imagine  the  miniftry  had  been  determined  to  impo- 
verifli  the  nation : but,  from  the  eagernefs  and  ex- 
pedition with  which  the  people  fubferibed  for  the 

money, 
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BOOK  money,  one  would  conclude  that  the  riches  of  the 
kingdom  were  inexhauftible.  Jt  may  not  be  amils 
1746.  to  obferve,  that  the  fupplies  of  this  year  exceeded, 
by  two  millions  and  a half,  the  greatefl:  annual  fum 
that  was  raifed  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
though  file  maintained  as  great  a number  of  troops 
as  was  now  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  and  her 
armies  and  fleets  acquired  every  year  frefh  harvefts 
of  glory  and  advantage : whereas  this  war  had  proved 
an  almofl:  uninterrupted  feries  of  events  big  with 
difafter  and  diflionour.  During  the  lail  two  years, 
the  naval  expence  of  England  had  exceeded  that  of 
of  France  above  five  millions  fterling ; though  her 
fleets  had  not  obtained  one  fignal  advantage  over  the 
enemy  at  fea,  nor  been  able  to  protedt  her  commerce 
from  their  depredations.  She  was  at  once  a prey  to 
her  declared  adverfaries  and  profelTed  friends.  Be- 
fore the  end  of  fummer,  fhe  numbered  among  her 
mercenaries  two  EmprelTes,  five  German  Princes, 
and  a powerful  Monarch,  whom  fhe  hired  to  aflill 
her  in  trimming  the  balance  of  Europe,  in  wliich  they 
themfelves  were  immediately  interefted,  and  flie  had 
no  more  than  a fecondary  concern.  Had  thefe  fruit- 
lefs  fubfidies  been  faved  ; had  the  national  revenue 
been  applied  with  ueconomy  to  national  purpofes; 
had  it  been  employed  in  liquidating  gradually  the 
publick  incumbrances ; in  augmenting  the  navy, 
improving  manufadlures,  encouraging  and  fecuring 
the  colonies,  and  extending  trade  and  navigation; 
corruption  would  have  become  altogether  unnecef- 
lary,  and  difafledion  would  have  vanifhed : the 
people  would  have  been  eafed  of  their  burthens, 
and  ceafed  to  complain  : commerce  would  have 
flourilhed,  and  produced  fuch  affluence  as  mufl:  have 
raifed  Great-Britain  to  the  highefl  pinnacle  of  mari- 
time power,  above  ail  rivalfhip  or  competition.  She 
would  have  been  dreaded  by  her  enemies ; revered 
by  her  neighbours:  opprelTed  nations  would  have 
crept  under  her  wings  for  protedion ; contending 
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Potentates  would  have  appealed  to  her  decifion ; and  c H a p.’ 
hie  would  have  fhone  the  univerfal  arbitrefs  of  Ku-  ^ 

rope.  How  different  is  her  prefent  fituation ! her  ,7^5. 
debts  are  enormous,  her  taxes  intolerable,  her  people 
difcontented,  and  the  finews  of  her  government  re- 
laxed. Without  condu6t,  confidence,  or  concert, 

Ihe  engages  in  blundering  negociations : fhe  involves 
herfelf  rafhly  in  foreign  quarrels,  and  lavifhes  her 
fubftance  with  the  moft  dangerous  precipitation  : 
fhe  is  even  deferted  by  her  wonted  vigour,  fteadi- 
nefs,  and  intrepidity;  fhe  grows  vain,  fantaftical, 
and  pufillanimous : her  arms  are  defpifed  by  her 
enemies;  and  her  councils  ridiculed  through  all 
Chriftendom. 

§ XVIII.  The  King,  in  order  to  exhibit  a fpeci- 
men  of  his  defire  to  diminifh  the  publick  expence, 
ordered  the  third  and  fourth  troops  of  his  life-guards 
to  be  difbanded,  and  reduced  three  regiments  of 
horfe  to  the  quality  of  dragoons.  The  Houfe  of 
Commons  presented  an  addrefs  of  thanks  for  this 
inftance  of  oeconomy,  by  which  the  annual  fum  of 
^ feventy  thoufand  pounds  was  faved  to  the  nation. 
Notwithflanding  this  feeming  harmony  between  the 
King  and  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  his  Ma- 
jefty  refolved,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council,  to  dif- 
folve  the  prefent  Parliament,  though  the  term  of 
feven  years  was  not  yet  expired  fince  its  firft  meet- 
ing. The  miniftry  affedled  to  infinuate,  that  the 
States-General  were  unwilling  to  concur  with  his 
Majefty  in  vigorous  meafures  againft  France,  during 
the  exiftence  of  a Parliament  which  had  undergone 
fiich  a viciflitude  of  complexion.  The  allies  of 
Great-Britain,  far  from  being  fufpicious  of  this  af- 
: fembly,  which  had  fupplied  them  fo  liberally,  faw 
with  concern,  that,  according  to  law,  it  would  foon 
be  difmiffed;  and  they  doubted  whether  another 
could  be  procured  equally  agreeable  to  their  pur- 
pofes.  In  order  to  remove  this  doubt,  the  miniftry 
refolved  to  furprize  the  kingdom  with  a new  elec- 
tion, 
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BOOK  tion,  before  the  malcontents  fhoiild  be  prepared  to 
^ oppofe  the  friends  of  the  government.  Accord- 

1746.  when  the  bufinefs  of  the  feflion  was  dif- 

■patched,  the  King  having  given  the  Royal  Aflent  to 
the  feveral  afts  they  had  prepared,  difmifled  them  in 
An.  1747.  the  month  of  June,  with  an  affedionate  fpeech,  that 
breathed  nothing  but  tendernefs  and  gratitude.  The 
Parliament  was  immediately  diflblved  by  proclama- 
tion, and  new  writs  were  ilTued  for  convoking  an- 
other. Among  the  laws  palled  in  this  feflion,  was 
an  a6t  abolifhing  the  heritable  jurifdidtions,  and 
taking  away  the  tenure  of  wardholdings  in  Scotland, 
which  were  reckoned  among  the  principal  fources  of 
thofe  rebellions  that  had  been  excited  fince  the  Re- 
volution. In  the  Highlands  they  certainly  kept  the 
' common  people  in  fubjedtion  to  their  chiefs,  whom 
they  im.plicitly  followed  and  obeyed  in  all  their  un- 
dertakings. By  this  a£t  thefe  mountaineers  were 
legally  emancipated  from  flavery ; but  as  the  tenants 
enjoyed  no  leales,  and  were  at  all  times  liable  to  be 
ejedled  from  their  farms,  they  ftill  depended  on  the 
pleafure  of  their  lords,  notwithftanding  this  interpo- 
fition  of  the  Legiflature,  which  granted  a valuable 
confideration  in  money  to  every  nobleman  and  petty 
baron,  wdio  was  thus  deprived  of  one'  part  of  his 
inheritance.  The  forfeited  eftates,  indeed,  were  di- 
vided into  fmall  farms,  and  let  by  the  government 
on  leafes  at  an  under  value ; fo  that  thofe  who  had 
the  good  fortune  to  obtain  fuch  leafes  tailed  the 
fweets  of  independence:  but  the  Highlanders  in  ge- 
neral were  left  in  their  original  indigence  and  inca- 
pacity, at  the  mercy  of  their  fnperiors.  PI ad  ma- 
nufadlures  and  fiftieries  been  efliablifhed  in  different 
parts  of  their  country,  they  would  have  feen  and 
ieit  the  happy  confequences  of  induftry,  and  in  a 
little  time  been  effedlualiy  detached  from  ail  their 
fiavifli  connexions. 

§ XIX,  The  operations  of  the  campaign  had 
been  concerted  in  the  winter  at  the  Hague,  between 
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tlie  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  the  States-General  of  c H A P. 
the  United  Provinces,  who  were  by  this  time  gene-  ^ 

rally  convinced  of  France’s  defign  to  encroach  upon  ,7^7. 
their  territories.  They,  therefore,  determined  to 
take  efFe6tual  meafures  againft  that  reftlefs  and  am- 
bitious  neighbour.  The  Allied  Powers  agreed  to 
aflemble  a vaft  army  in  the  Netherlands ; and  it  was 
refolved  that  the  Auftrians  and  Piedmontefe  fhould 
once  more  penetrate  into  Provence.  The  Dutch 
patriots,  however,  were  not  roufed  into  this  exer- 
tion, until  ail  their  remonftrances  had  failed  at  the 
Court  of  Verfailles ; until  they  had  been  urged  by 
repeated  memorials  of  the  Englifh  Ambaffador,  and 
ftimulated  by  the  immediate  danger  to  which  their 
country  was  expofed:^  for  France  was  by  this  time 
polTefled  of  all  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  and'feemed 
bent  upon  penetrating  into  the  territories  of  the 
United  Provinces.  In  February,  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland began  to  aflemble  the  allied  forces ; and  in 
the  latter  end  of  March  they  took  the  field  in  three 
feparate  bodies.  His  Royal  Highnefs,  with  the  Eng- 
iiili,  Flanoverians,  and  Heflians,  fixed  his  head- 
quarters at  the  village  of  Tilberg:  the  Prince  of 
Waldeck  was  pofted  with  the  Dutch'  troops  at  Breda; 
and  Marefchal  Bathiani  colleded  the  Auftrians  and 
Bavarians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  VTnlo.  The 
whole  army  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  men,  who  lay  inadtive  fix  weeks,  expofed 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  almoft  defti- 
tute  of  forage  and  provifion.  Count  Saxe,  by  this 
time  created  Marefchal- general  of  France,  continued 
his  troops  within  their  cantonments  at  Bruges,  Ant- 
.werp,  and  Bruffels,  declaring,  that  when  the  allied 
army  fhould  be  weakened  by  ficknefs  and  mortality, 
he  would  convince  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  that 
the  firft  duty  of  a General  is  to  provide  for  the  health 
and  prefervation  of  his  troops.  In  April  this  fortu- 
nate Commander  took  the  field,  at  the  head  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  men ; and  the  Count  de 
3 Clermont 
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BOOK  Clermont  commanded  a feparate  body  of  nineteen 
^ battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons.  Count  Lowendahl 
was  detached  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  month, 
with  feven-and-twenty  thoufand  men,  to  invade 
Dutch  Flanders  : at  the  fame  time,  the  French  mi- 
nifter  at  the  Hague  prefented  a memorial  to  the 
States,  intimating,  that  his  mafter  was  obliged  to 
take  this  ftep  by  the  neceffity  of  war ; but  that  his 
troops  fliould  obferve  the  ftridteft  difeipline,  without 
interfering  with  the  religion,  government,  or  com- 
merce of  the  Republick : he  likewife  declared,  that 
the  countries  and  places  of  which  he  might  be 
obliged  to  take  poffelTion  fliould  be  detained  no 
otherwife  than  as  a pledge,  to  be  reftored  as  foon  as 
the  United  Provinces  fhould  give  convincing  proofs 
that  they  would  no  longer  furnifh  the  enemies  of 
France  with  fuccours. 

§ XX.  While  the  States  deliberated  upon  this 
declaration.  Count  Lowendahl  entered  Dutch  Bra- 
bant, and  in  veiled  the  town  and  fortrefs  of  Sluys, 
the  garrifon  of  which  furrendered  themfelves  pri- 
foners  of  v/ar  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April.  This 
was  likewife  the  fate  of  S as- van- Ghent;  while  the 
Marquis  de  Contades,  with  another  detachment,  re- 
duced the  forts  Perle  and  Leifkenlhoek,  with  the 
town  of  Philippine,  even  within  hearing  of  the  con- 
federate army.  The  fort  of  Sanberg  was  vigoroufly 
defended  by  two  Englifh  battalions : but  they  were 
overpowered,  and  obliged  to  retire  to  Welfthoorden; 
and  Count  Lowendahl  undertook  the  fiege  of  Hulft, 
which  was  lhamefully  furrendered  by  La  Roque,  the 
Dutch  governor,  though  he  knew  that  a reinforce- 
ment of  nine  battalions  was  on  the  march  to  his  re- 
lief. Then  the  French  General  took  polfelTion  of 
Axel  and  Terneufe,  and  began  to  prepare  flat-bot- 
tomed boats  for  a defeent  on  the  ifland  of  Zealand. 
The  Dutch  people  were  now  fliruck  with  confterna- 
tion.  They  faw  the  enemy  at  their  doors;  and  owed 
their  immediate  prefervation  to  the  Britifli  fquadron 
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Rationed  at  the  Swin,  under  the  command  of  Com-  chap. 

modore  Mitchel  who,  by  means  of  his  (loops,  ^ ^ 

tenders,  and  fmall  craft,  took  fuch  meafures  as  de-  ,747. 
fcated  the  intention  of  Lowendahl.  The  common 
people  in  Zealand  being  reduced  to  delpair,  began 
to  clamour  loudly  againft  their  governors,  as  if  they 
had  not  taken  the  proper  meafures  for  their  fecurity. 

The  friends  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  did  not  negleft 
this  opportunity  of  promoting  his  intered.  They 
encouraged  their  difcontent,  and  exaggerated  the 
danger;  they  reminded  them  of  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-two,  when  the  French 
King  was  at  the  gates  of  Amfterdam,  and  the  Re- 
publick  was  faved  by  the  choice  of  a Stadtholder : 
they  exhorted  them  to  turn  their  eyes  on  the  defcen- 
dant  of  thofe  heroes  who  had  eftabliflied  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  the  United  Provinces : they  ex- 
tolled his  virtue  and  ability ; his  generofity,  his  juf- 
tice,  his  unfhaken  love  to  his  country.  The  people 
in  feveral  towns,  inflamed,  by  fuch  reprefentations,  to 
tumult  and  fedition,  compelled  their  magiftrates  to 
declare  the  Prince  of  Orange  Stadtholder.  He  him- 
felf,  in  a letter  to  the  States  of  Zealand,  ofiered  his 
fcrvices  for  the  defence  of  the  province.  On  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  April  he  was  nominated  Cap- 
tain-general and  Admiral  of  Zealand.  Their  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  Rotterdam  and  the  whole 
province  of  Holland ; and  on  the  fecond  day  of  May, 
the  Prince  of  Orange  was,  in  the  affembly  of  the 
States-General,  invefted  with  the  power  ancl  dignity 
of  Stadtholder,  Captain-general,  and  Admiral  of 
the  United  Provinces.  The  vigorous  confequences 
of  this  refolution  immediately  appeared.  All  com- 
merce and  contrails  with  the  French  Were  prohi- 
bited : the  peafants  were  armed  and  exercifed  : a re-  - 
folution  palled  for  making  a confiderable  augmenta- 
tion of  the  army : a council  of  war  was  eflablilhed 
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for  enquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the  governors  who 
had  given  up  the  frontier  places ; and  orders  were 
iffued  to  commence  hoftilities  againft  the  French, 
both  by  fea  and  land. 

§ XXL  Mean  while,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
took  pofh  wdth  his  whole  army  between  the  two 
Nethes,  to  cover  Bergen-op-zoom  and  Maeilrichtj 
and  Marefchal  Saxe  called  in  his  detachments,  with 
a view'  to  hazard  a general  engagement.  In  the  lat- 
ter end  of  May,  the  French  King  arrived  at  Bruf- 
fels ; and  his  General  refolved  to  undertake  the  fiege 
of  Maeftricht.  For  this  purpofe  he  advanced  towards 
Louvain;  and  the  confederates  perceiving  his  drift, 
began  their  march  to  take  poll:  between  the  town  and 
the  enemy.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  they 
took  poiTeffion  of  their  ground,  and  were  drawn  up 
in  order  of  battle,  with  their  right  at  Bilfen,  and 
their  left  extending  to  Wirle,  within  a mile  of 
Maeftricht,  having  in  the  front  of  their  left  wing 
the  village  of  Laffeldt,  in  which  they  pofted  feveral 
battalions  of  Britifli  infantry.  The  French  had  taken 
pofleftion  of  the  heights  of  Herdeeren,  immediately 
above  the  allies ; and  both  armies  cannonaded  each 
other  till  the  evening.  In  the  morning,  the  enemy’s 
infantry  marched  down  the  hill,  in  a prodigious 
column,  and  attacked  the  village  of  Laffeldt,  which 
was  well  fortified,  and  defended  with  amazing  obfti- 
nacy.  The  affailants  fuffered  terribly  in  their  ap- 
proach, from  the  cannon  of  the  confederates,  which 
v/as  ferved  with  furprifing  dexterity  and  fuccefs ; and 
they  met  with  fiuch  a warm  reception  from  the  Bri- 
tifli mufquetry  as  they  could  not  withftand : but, 
when  they  were  broken  and  dilperfed,  frefli  brigades 
fucceeded  with  aftonifhing  perfeverance.  The  con- 
federates were  driven  out  of  the  village : yet  being  ' 
fuftained  by  three  regiments,  they  meafured  back 
their  ground,  and  repulfed  the  enemy  with  great 
Tiaughter.  Neverthelefs,  Count  Saxe  continued  pour- 
ing in  other  battalions,  and  the  French  regained  and 
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maintained  their  footing  in  the  village,  after  it  had 
been  three  times  loft  and  carried.  1 he  acftion  was 
chiefly  confined  to  this  poft,  where  the  field  exhibited 
a horrible  fcene  of  carnage.  At  noon  the  Duke  of 
Cumberlaad  ordered  the  whole  left  wing  to  advance 
againft  the  enemy,  whofe  infantry  gave  way : Prince 
Waldeck  led  up  the  centre:  Marefchal  Bathiani 
made  a motion  with  the  right  wing  towards  Hcr- 
deeren,  and  vi6lory  feemed  ready  to  declare  for  the 
confederates,  when  the  fortune  of  the  day  took 
fudden  turn  to  their  prejudice.  Several  fquadrons 
of  Dutch  horfe,  pofted  in  the  centre,  gave  way,  and 
flying  at  full  gallop,  overthrew  five  battalions  of  in- 
fantry that  were  advancing  from  the  body  of  referve. 

. The  French  cavalry  charged  them  with  great  impe- 
tuofity,  increafing  the  confufion  that  was  already 
produced,  and  penetrating  through  the  lines  of  the 
allied  army,  w^hich  was  thus  divided  about  the 
centre.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  wFo  exerted 
himfelf  with  equal  courage  and  activity  in  attempt- 
ing to  remedy  this  diforder,  was  in  danger  of  being 
taken  ; and  the  defeat  would  in  all  probability  have 
been  total,  had  not  Sir  John  Ligonier  taken  the  re- 
folution  of  facrificing  himfelf  and  a part  of  the  troops 
to  the  fafety  of  the  army.  At  the  head  of  three 
Britifli  regiments  of  dragoons,  and  fome  fquadrons 
of  Imperial  horfe,  he  charged  the  whole  line  of  the 
French  cavalry,  with  fuch  intrepidity  and  fuccefs, 
that  he  overthrew  all  that  oppofed  him,  and  made 
fuch  a diverfion  as  enabled  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
to  effedl  an  orderly  retreat  to  Maeftricht.  He  him- 
felf was  taken  by  a French  carabineer,  alter  his  horfe 
had  been  killed : but  the  regiments  he  commanded 
retired  with  deliberation.  The  confederates  re- 
treated to  Maeftricht,  without  having  fuftained  much 
damage  from  the  purfuit,  and  even  brought  off  aU 
their  artillery,  except  fixteen  pieces  of  cannon. 
Their  lofs  did  not  exceed  fix  thoufand  men  killed 
and  taken;  whereas  the  French  General  purchafed 
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the  victory  at  a much  greater  expence.  The  com- 
mon caiife  of  the  confederate  powers  is  faid  to  have 
fuffered  from  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  their  Ge- 
nerals. On  the  eve  of  the  battle,  when  the  detach- 
ment of  the  Count  de  Clermont  appeared  on  the  hill 
of  Merdeeren,  xMarefchal  Bathiani  afked  permiffion 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  attack  them  before 
they  ihonld  be  reinforced,  declaring  he  would  an- 
Iwer  for  the  luccefs  of  the  enterprize.  No  regard 
was  paid  to  this  propofal : but  the  fuperior  afked  in 
his  turn,  where  the  Marefchal  would  be  in  cafe  he 
fliould  be  wanted  ? He  replied,  “ I fhall  always  be 
found  at  the  Iiead  of  my  troops,”  and  retired  in 
difgufl:.  The  fubfequent  difpofition  has  likewife 
been  blamed,  inafmuch  as  not  above  one  half  of  the 
army  could  a61:,  while  the  enemy  exerted  their  whole 
force. 

§ XXII.  The  confederates  pafled  the  Maefe,  and 
encamped  in  the  duchy  of  Limburg,  fo  as  to  cover 
Maeftricht ; while  the  French  King  remained  with 
his  army  in  die  neighbourhood  of  Tongres.  Ma- 
refchal Saxe,  having  amufed  the  allies  with  marches 
and  counter-marches,  at  length  detached  Count 
Lowendahl  with  fix-and-thirty  thoufand  men  to  be- 
liege  Bergen-op-zoom,  the  ftrongeil  fortification  of 
Dutch  Brabant,  the  favourite  work  of  the  famous 
engineer  Coehorn,  never  conquered,  and  generally 
efteemed  invincible.  It  was  fecured  with  a garrifon 
of  three  thoufand  men,  and  well  provided  with  ar- 
tillery, ammunition,  and  magazines.  The  enemy 
appeared  before  it  on  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  and 
fummoned  the  Governor  to  furrender.  The  Prince 
of  Saxe-FIildburghaufen  was  fent  to  its  relief,  with 
twenty  battalions  and  fourteen  fquadrons  of  the  troops 
that  could  be  moft  conveniently  afiembled ; he 
entered  the  lines  of  Bergen-op-zoom,  where  he  re- 
mained in  expedlation  of  a ftrong  reinforcement  from 
the  confederate  army ; and  the  old  Baron  Cron- 
tlrom,  whom  the  Stadtholder  had  appointed  Go- 
2 vernor 


I 


G K O R G E II.  213 

vernor  of  Brabant,  afllimed  the  command  of  the  chap. 
garrifon.  ±'he  befiegers  carried  on  their  operations  , 

with  great  vivacity;  and  the  troops  in  the  towm  de- 
fended  it  w'ith  equal  vigour.  The  eyes  of  all  Fairope 
were  turned  upon  this  important  fiege : Count  Low- 
endahl  received  divers  reinforcements ; and  a confi- 
derable  body  of  troops  w'as  detached  from  the  allied 
army,  under  the  coiTimand  of  Baron  Schwartzem- 
berg,  to  co-operate  with  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Hild- 
burghaufen.  The  French  General  loft  a great  num- 
ber of  men  by  the  clofe  and  continual  fire  of  the 
befieged  ; wFile  he,  in  his  turn,  opened  fuch  a num- 
ber of  batteries,  and  plied  them  fo  warmly,  that  the 
defences  began  to  give  way.  From  the  fixteenth  day 
of  July  to  the  fifteenth  of  September,  the  fiege  pro- 
duced an  unremitting  feene  of  horror  and  deftruc- 
tion  : defperate  fallies  were  made,  and  mines  fprung 
v/ith  the  moft  dreadful  efFe6fs  : the  works  began  to 
be  fhattered ; the  town  was  laid  in  aflies  ; the  trenches 
were  filled  with  carnage  ; nothing  was  feen  but  fire 
and  fmoke ; nothing  heard  but  one  continued  roar 
of  bombs  and  cannon.  But  ftill  the  damage  fell 
chiefly  on  the  befiegers,  who  were  flain  in  heaps ; 
while  the  garrifon  fuffered  very  little,  and  could  be 
occafionally  relieved  or  reinforced  from  the  lines.  In 
a word,  it  was  generally  believed  that  Count  Low- 
endahl  would  be  baffled  in  his  endeavours  ; and  by 
this  belief  the  Governor  of  Bergen-op-zoom  feems 
to  have  been  lulled  into  a blind  fecurity.  At  lengthy 
fome  inconfiderable  breaches  were  made  in  one  rave- 
lin and  two  ballions,  and  thefe  the  French  General 
refolved  to  ftorm,  though  Cronftrom  believed  they 
were  impradticable  ; and  on  that  fuppofition  pre- 
fumed that  the  enemy  would  not  attempt  an  affault. 

For  this  very  reafon  Count  Lowendahl  refolved  to 
hazard  the  attack,  before  the  prepai'ations  fhould  be 
made  for  his  reception.  He  accordingly  regulated 
his  difpofitions,  and  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
on  the  fixteenth  day  of  September,  the  fignal  was 
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BOOK  made  for  the  aflaiilt.  A prodigious  quantity  of 
bombs  being  thrown  into  the  ravelin,  his  troops 
threw  themfeives  into  the  folTe,  mounted  the  breaches, 
forced  open  a fally-port,  and  entered  the  place,  al- 
moft  v/ithout  refiftance.  In  a word,  they  had  time 
to  extend  themfeives  along  the  curtains,  and  form 
in  order  of  battle,  before  the  garrifcn  could  be  af- 
fembled.  Cronftrom  was  afleep,  and  the  foldiers 
upon  duty  had  been  furprized  by  the  fuddennefs  and 
impetuofity  of  the  attack.  Though  the  French  had 
taken  pofleffion  of  the  ramparts,  they  did  not  gain 
the  town  without  oppohtion.  Two  battalions  of  the 
Scottifli  troops,  in  the  pay  of  the  States-General, 
were  aifembled  in  the  market-place,  and  attacked 
them  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  were  driven  from 
ftreet  to  ftreet,  until  frefh  reinforcements  arriving 
compelled  the  Scots  to  retreat  in  their  turn  ; yet 
they  difputed  every  inch  of  ground,  and  fought  until 
two-thirds  of  them  were  killed  upon  the  Ipot.  Then 
they  brought  off  the  old  Governor,  abandoning  the 
town  to  the  enemy  : the  troops  that  were  encamped 
in  the  lines  retreating  with  great  precipitation,  all 
tire  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  immediately  furren- 
dered  to  the  vidlors,  who  now  became  mailers  of  the 
vdiole  navigation  of  the  Schdde.  The  French  King 
was  no  fooner  informed  of  Lowendahl’s  fuccefs,  than 
he  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  Marefchal  of  France ; 
appointed  ^Count  Saxe  Governor  of  the  conquered 
Netherlands  ; and  returned  in  triumph  to  Verfailles. 
In  a little  time  after  this  tranfa(5lion,  both  armies 
were  diftiibuted  into  winter-quarters,  and  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  embarked  for  England. 

^ XXni.  In  Italy,  the  French  arms  did  not  tri- 
umph with  equal  fuccefs,  though  the  Marefchal  de 
Eelleifle  fiw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a powerful  army 
in  Provence.  In  April  he  paffed  the  Var  without 
oppofition,  and  took  poffeffion  of  Nice.  He  met 
with  little  or  no  refiffance  in  reducing  Montalban, 
Viilafrarica,  and  Ventimiglia  i while  General  Brown, 
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with  eight-and-tw'enty  thoufand  Aiiftrians,  retired  CHAP, 
towards  Final  and  Savona.  In  the  mean  tiir.e,  ano-  ‘ j 
ther  large  body,  under  Count  Schuylemberg,  who  174.7. 
had  fucceeded  the  Marquis  de  Botta,  co-operated 
with  fifteen  thoufand  Piedmontefe  in  an  attempt  to 
recover  the  city  of  Genoa.  The  French  King  had 
fent  thither  fiipplies,  fuccours,  and  engineers,  with 
the  Duke  de  Boufflcrs,  as  Ambaffador  to  the  repub- 
lick,  who  likewife  aded  as  commander  in  chief  of 
the  forces  employed  for  its  defence.  The  Auftrian 
General  affembled  his  troops  in  the  Milanefe  : ha- 
ving forced  the  paflage  of  the  Bochetta  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  January,  he  advanced  into  the  territories 
of  Genoa,  and  the  Riviera  was  I'avaged  without 
mercy.  On  the  lad:  day  of  March  he  appeared 
before  the  city,  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand  men, 

Hiid  fummoned  the  revolters  to  lay  down  their  arms. 

T'he  anfwer  he  received  was,  that  the  republick  had 
fifty- four  thoufand  men  in  arms,  two  hundred  and 
fixty  cannon,  thirty-four  mortars,  with  abundance 
of  ammunition  and  provifion  j that  they  would  de- 
fend their  liberty  with  their  lad;  blood,  and  be  buried 
in  the  ruins  of  their  capital,  rather  than  fubmit  to  the 
clemency  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  except  by  an  ho- 
nourable capitulation,  guaranteed  by  the  Kings  of 
Great-Britain  and  Sardinia,  the  republick  of  Venice, 
and  the  United  Provinces.-  In  the  beginning  of 
May,  Genoa  was  invefted  on  all  fides;  a furious 
fally  was  made  by  the  Duke  de  Boufflours,  who  drove 
the  befiegers  from  their  pods;  but  the  Audrians  ral- 
lying, he  \vas  repulfed  in  his  turn,  with  the  lofs  of 
feven  hundred  men.  General  Schuylemberg  car- 
ried on  his  operations  with  fuch  flcill,  vigour,  and 
intrepidity,  tliat  he  made  himfelf  mader  of  the 
fuburbs  of  Bifagno;  and  in  all  probability  would 
have  reduced  the  city,  had  not  he  been  obliged  to 
defid,  in  confequence  of  the  repeated  remondrances' 
made  by  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  Count  Brown, 
who  reprefented  the  neceflity  of  his  abandoning  his 
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BOOK  enterprize,  and  drawing  off  his  army,  to  cover  Pied- 
mont  and  Lombardy  from  the  efforts  of  Marefchal 
de  Belleifle.  Accordingly,  he  railed  the  fiege  on 
the  tenth  day  of  June,  and  returned  into  the  Mila- 
nefe,  in  order  to  join  his  Sardinian  Majefty;  while 
the  Genoefe  made  an  irruption  into  the  Parmefan 
and  Placentin,  where  they  committed  terrible  out- 
rages, in  revenge  for  the  mifchiefs  they  had  under- 
gone. 

§ XXIV.  While  the  Marefchal  de  Belleille  re- 
mained at  Ventimiglia,  his  brother,  at  the  head  of 
four-and-thirty  thoufand  French  and  Spaniards,  at- 
tempted to  penetrate  into  Piedmont : on  the  fixth 
day  of  July  he  arrived  at  the  pafs  of  Exilles,  a ftrong 
fortrefs  on  the  frontiers  of  Dauphine,  fituated  on  the 
, north  fide  of  the  river  Doria.  The  defence  of  this 
important  poft  the  King  of  Sardinia  had  committed 
to  the  care  of  the  Count  de  Brigueras,  who  formed 
an  encampment  behind  the  lines,  with  fourteen  bat- 
talions of  Piedmontefe  and  Auftrians,  while  divers 
detachments  were  polled  along  all  the  paffes  of  the 
Alps.  On  the  eighth  day  of  the  month  the  Pied- 
montefe entrenchments  were  attacked  by  the  Cheva- 
lier de  Belleille,  v/ith  incredible  intrepidity  ; but  the 
columns  were  repulfed  wdth  great  lofs  in  three  fuc- 
ceffive  attacks.  Impatient  of  this  obllinate  oppo- 
fition,  and  determined  not  to  furvive  a mifearriage, 
this  impetuous  General  feized  a pair  of  colours,  and 
advancing  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  through  a pro- 
digious fire,  pitched  them  with  his  own  hand  on 
the  enemy’s  entrenchments.  At  that  inffant  he  fell 
dead,  having  received  two  mufquet  balls  and  the 
thrull  of  a bayonet  in  his  body.  The  affailants 
were  fo  much  difpirited  by  the  death  of  their  coin- 
luander,  that  they  forthwith  gave  way,  and  retreated 
vyith  precipitation  towards  Sellrieres,  having  lok 
near  five  thoufand  men  in  the  attack.  The  Ma- 
refchal was  no  fooner  informed  of  his  brother’s  mis- 
fortune, than  he  retreated  towards  the  Var,  to  join 
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the  troops  from  Exilles  ; while  the  King  of  Sardinia,  chap. 
having  affembled  an  army  of  fevcnty  thoiifand  men, 
threatened  Dauphine  with  an  invafion  ; but  the  ex- 
cefiive  rains  prevented  the  execution  of  his  defign. 

General  Leutrum  was  detached  with  twenty  batta- 
lions to  drive  the  French  from  Ventimiglia;  but, 

Belleiile  marching  back,  that  fcheme  was  likewife 
fruftrated  : and  thus  ended  the  campaign. 

§ XXV.  In  this  manner  was  the  Fitnch  King 
baffled  in  his  projefts  upon  Italy;  nor  was  he  more 
fortunate  in  his  naval  operations.  Fie  had,  in  the 
preceding  year,  equipped  an  expenfive  armament, 
under  the  command  of  the  Duke  d’Anville,  for  the 
recovery  of  Cape-Breton  ; but  it  was  rendered  in- 
effeblual  by  ftorms,  diftempers,  and  the  death  of 
the  commander.  Not  yet  difeouraged  by  thefe  dif- 
afflers,  he  rcfolved  to  renew  his  efforts  againft  the 
Britiih  colonies  in  North- America,  and  their  fettle- 
ments  in  the  Eaft- Indies.  For  thefe  purpofes  two 
fquadrons  were  prepared  at  Breft,  one  to  be  com- 
manded by  the  Commodore  de  la  Jonquiere  ; and 
the  other,  deftined  for  India,  by  Monlieur  de  St. 

George.  The  miniftry  of  Great-Britain,  being  ap- 
prifed  of  thefe  meafures,  refolved  to  intercept  both 
fquadrons,  which  were  to  fet  fail  together.  For  this 
purpofe  Vice-Admiral  Anfon  and  Rear-Admiral 
Warren  took  their  departure  from  Plymouth  with  a 
formidable  fleet,  and  fteered  their  courfe  to  Cape 
Fhnifterre  on  the  coafl:  of  Gallicia.  On  the  third  day 
of  May  they  fell  in  with  the  French  fquadrons,  com- 
manded by  La  Jonquiere  and  St.  George,  confifting 
of  fix  large  fliips  of  war,  as  many  frigates,  and 
four  armed  veflels  equipped  by  their  Eaft-India 
company,  having  under  their  convoy  about  thirty 
ihips  laden  with  merchandize.  Thofe  prepared  for 
war  immediately  (hortened  fail,  and  formed  a line 
of  battle  ; while  the  reft,  under  the  protedtion  of 
the  fix  frigates,  proceeded  on  their  voyage  with  all 
the  fail  they  could  carry.  The  Bridfli  fquadron  was 
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BOOK  likewife  drawn  np  in  line  of  battle;  but  Mr.  War-, 
ren,  perceiving  that  the  enemy  began  to  llieer  off, 

'"'174^  their  convoy  was  at  a confiderable  diftance,  ad- 
vifed  Admiral  Anfon  to  haul  in  the  fignal  for  the 
line,  and  hoift  another  for  giving  chafe  and  enga- 
ging, otherwife  the  French  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, efcape  by  favour  of  the  night.  The  propofal 
was  embraced  ; and  in  a little  time  the  engagement 
began  vvith  great  fury,  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon.  The  enemy  fuftained  the  battle  with 
equal  condudl  and  valour,  until  they  were  over- 
powered by  numbers,  and  then  they  llruck  their  co- 
. lours.  The  Admiral  detached  thi  ee  fhips  in  purfuit 
of  the  convoy,  nine  fail  of  which  were  taken ; but 
the  reft  were  faved  by  the  intervening  darknefs. 
About  feven  hundi'ed  of  the  French  were  killed  and 
wounded  in  this  adlion.  The  Englifh  loft  about 
five  hundred  ; and  among  thefe.  Captain  Grenville, 
commander  of  the  lliip  Defiance.  ITe  was  nephew 
to  the  LiOrd  Vifeount  Cobham,  a youth  of  the  moil 
amiable  charadter  and  promifing  genius,  animated 
with  the  nobleft  fentiments  of  honour  and  patriotifm. 
Eager  in  the  purfuit  of  glory,  he  rullted  into  the 
midft  of  the  battle,  where  both  his  legs  were  cut  off 
by  a cannon-ball.  Fie  fubmitted  to  his  fate  with 
the  moft  heroick  refignation,  and  died  univerfally 
lamented  and  beloved.  The  fuccefs  of  the  Britifli 
arms  in  this  engagement  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
condudt,  adtivity,  and  courage  of  the  Rear-Admi- 
ral. A confiderable  quantity  of  bullion  was  found 
in  the  prizes,  which  was  brought  to  Spithead  in  tri- 
umph ; and  the  treafure  being  landed,  was  conveyed 
in  twenty  waggons  to  the  Bank  of  London.  7\dmi- 
ral  Anfon  v/as  ciiiiobled,  and  Mr.  Warren  honoured 
with  the  Order  of  the  Bath. 

§ XXVT.  About  the  middle  of  June,  Commo- 
dore Fox,  with  fix  ftiips  of  war,  cruifing  in  the  la- 
titude of  Cape  Ortegal  in  Gallicia,  took  above  forty 
French  ftiips,  richly  laden  from  St.  Domingo,  after 
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they  had  been  abandoned  by  their  convoy.  ButCKAP. 
the  French  King  fiiftained  another  more  important  ^ 

lofs  at  Tea,  in  the  month  of  06lober.  Rear-Adrai-  ,^^7, 
ral  Hawke  failed  from  Plymouth  in  the  beginning 
of  Auguft,  with  fourteen  fliips  of  the  line,  to  inter- 
cept a fleet  of  French  merchant-fliips  bound  for  the 
Weft-Indies.  He  cruifed  for  fome  time  on  the  coaft 
of  Bretagne;  and  at  length  the  French  fleet  failed 
from  the  ifle  of  Alx,  under  convoy  of  nine  fliips  of 
the  line,  befides  frigates,  commanded  by  Monfieur 
de  Letendeur.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  06lober 
the  two  fquadrons  were  in  fight  of  each  other,  in  the 
latitude  of  Belleifle.  The  French  Commodore  im- 
mediately ordered  one  of  his  great  fliips,  and  the 
fi  igates,  to  proceed  with  the  trading  Ihips,  while 
he  formed  the  line  of  battle,  and  waited  the  attack. 

At  eleven  in  the  forenoon  Admiral  Hawke  difplayed 
the  fignal  to  chafe,  and  in  half  an  hour  both  fleets 
were  engaged.  The  battle  lafted  till  night,  when 
all  the  French  fquadron,  except  the  Intrepide  and 
Tonant,  had  ftruck  to  the  Englifh  flag.  Thefe  two 
capital  fliips  el'caped  in  the  dark,  and  returned  to 
Breft  in  a fliattered  condition.  The  French  Cap- 
tains fuftained  the  unequal  fight  with  uncommon 
bravery  and  refolution,  and  did  not  yield  until  their 
fliips  were  difabled.  Their  lofs  in  men  amounted 
to  eight  hundred  : the  number  of  Englifh  killed  in 
this  engagement  did  not  exceed  two  hundred,  in- 
cluding Captain  Saumarez,  a gallant  officer,  who 
had  ferved  under  Lord  Anfon  in  his  expedition  to 
the  Pacifick  Ocean.  Indeed,  it  muft  be  owned, 
for  the  honour  of  that  nobleman,  that  all  the  officers 
formed  under  his  example,  and  raifed  by  his  influ- 
ence, approved  themlclves  in  all  refpeds  worthy  of 
the  commands  to  which  they  were  preferred.  Im-  • 
mediately  after  the  action.  Admiral  Hawke  dif- 
patched  a Hoop  to  Commodore  Legge,  whole  fqua- 
dron  was  ftationed  at  the  Leeward-Iflands,  with 
intelligence  of  the  French  fleet  of  merchant-fliips, 
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BOOK  outward-bound,  that  he  might  take  the  proper  mea- 
. fures  for  intercepting  them  in  their  paiTage  to  Mar- 
37^7.  unique,  and  the  other  French  iOands.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  advice,  he  redoubled  his  vigilance, 
and  a good  number  of  them  fell  into  his  hands. 
Admiral  Hawke  conduced  his  prizes  to  Spithead ; 
and  in  {ns  letter  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  declared, 
that  all  his  Captains  behaved  like  men  of  honour 
during  the  engagement,  except  Mr.  Fox,  vdiofe 
conduct  he  dclired  might  be  fubjefled  to  an  en- 
quiry. That  gentleman  was  accordingly  tried  by  a 
court-martial,  and  fufpended  from  his  command, 
for  having  followed  the  advice  of  his  officers,  con- 
trary to  his  own  better  judgement : but  he  was  foon 
reftored,  and  aftervv^ards  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Admiral ; while  Mr.  Matthews,  whofe  courage  never 
incurred  fufpicion,  ftili  laboured  under  a fufpenfion 
for  that  which  had  been  fuccefsfuliy  pradlifed  in  both 
thefe  late  adlions,  namely,  engaging  the  enemy 
without  any  regard  to  the  line  of  battle. 

§ XXVII.  In  the  Mediterranean,  Vice-Admiral 
Medley  blocked  up  the  Spaniffi  fquadron  in  Car- 
thagena  j affifted  the  Auftrian  General  on  the  coall 
of  Villafranca  ; and  intercepted  fome  of  the  fuccours 
fent  from  France  to  the  affiftance  ot  the  Genoefe. 
At  his  death,'  which  happened  in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft,  the  command  of  that  fquadron  devolved 
upon  Rear-Admiral  Byng,  who  proceeded  on  the 
fame  plan  of  operation.  In  the  fummer,  two  Bri- 
tiffi  ffiips  of  war,  having  under  their  convoy  a fleet 
of  merchant-ffiips  bound  to  North- America,  fell  in 
with  the  Gloriofo,  a Spaniffi  ffiip  of  eighty  guns,  in 
the  latitude  of  the  Weftern-iaes.  She  had  failed 
from  the  Havannah,  with  an  immenfe  treafure  on 
board,  and  muR  have  fallen  a prize  to  the  Englilh 
ffiips,  had  each  Captain  done  his  duty.  Captain 
F.rfkine,  in  the  W arwick,  of  fixty  guns,  attacked 
her  with  great  intrepidity,  and  fought  until  his  ffiip 
was  entirely  diffibled  3 but  being  unfuRained  by  his 
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confort,  he  was  obliged  to  haul  off,  and  the  Glo-  chap, 
riofo  arrived  in  fafety  at  Ferrol : there  the  filver  was  j 

landed,  and  Ihe  proceeded  on  her  voyage  to  Cadiz,  ,7^.7, 
which,  however,  fhe  did  not  reach.  She  was  en- 
countered by  the  Dartmouth,  a Britidi  frigate  of 
forty  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Hamilton,  a 
gallant  youth,  who,  notvvithftanding  the  inequality 
of  force,'  engaged  her  without  hefitation  : but  in  the 
heat  of  the  aftion,  his  fhip  being  fet  on  fire  by  acci- 
dent, was  blown  up,  and  he  periflied  with  all  his 
crew,  except  a midfhipman  and  ten  or  eleven  failors, 
who  were  taken  up  alive  by  a privateer  that  hap- 
pened to  be  in  fight.  Favourable  as  this  accident 
may  feem  to  the  CBoriolo,  flie  did  not  efcape.  An 
i\nglil]i  fhip  of  eighty  guns,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Buckle,  came  up,  and  obliged  the  Spa- 
niards to  furrender,  after  a fliort  but  vigorous  en- 
gagement. Commodore  Griffin  had  been  fent, 
with  a reinforcement  of  ffiips,*  to  affume  the  com- 
mand of  the  fquadron  in  the  Eaft-Indies ; and  al- 
though his  arrival  fecured  Fort  St.  David’s,  and  the 
other  Britifli  fettlements  in  that  country,  from  the 
inluks  of  Monfieur  de  Bourdonnais,  his  ftrengtli 
was  not  fufficient  to  enable  him  to  undertake  any 
enterprize  of  importance  againft  the  enemy  : the 
minillry  of  England,  therefore,  refolved  to  equip  a 
freffi  armament,  that  when  joined  by  the  ffiips  in 
India,  ffiould  be  in  a condition  to  befiege  Pondi- 
cherry, the  principal  fettlement  belonging  to  the 
French  on  the  coall  of  Coromandel.  For  this  fer- 
vice,  a good  number  of  independent  companies  was 
raifed,  and  fet  fail,  in  the  fequel,  with  a ftrong  fqua- 
dron under  the  condu6l  of  Rear-Admiral  Bofcawen,' 
an  officer  of  unqueftioned  valour  and  capacity.  In 
the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  Britiffi  cruizers  were  fo 
alert  and  fuccefsful,  that  they  took  fix  hundred  and 
forty-four  prizes  from  the  Fi'ench  and  Spaniards, 
whereas  the  lofs  of  Great-Britain  in  the  fame  time, 
did  not  exceed  five  hundred  and  fifty. 
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§ XXVIII.  All  the  belligerent  powers  were  by 
this  time  heartily  tired  of  a war  which  had  confumed 
an  immenfity  of  treafnre,  had  been  produ6live  of  fo 
much  mifchief,  and  in  the  events  of  which  all,  in 
their  turns,  had  found  themfelves  difappointed. 
Immediately  after  the  battle  of  LafFeldt,  the  King 
of  France  had,  in  a perlonal  converfation  with  Sir 
John  Ligonier,  exprefled  his  defire  of  a pacification; 
and  afterwards  his  minifter  at  the  Hague  prefented  a 
declaration  on  the  fame  -fubjecl  to  the  deputies  of 
the  States-General.  The  fignal  fuccefs  of  the  Bri- 
tifii  arm.s  at  lea  confirmed  him  in  thefe  fentiments, 
which  were  likewife  reinforced  by  a variety  of  other 
confiderations.  FI  is  finances  were  almofi:  exhaufted, 
■and  his  fupplies  from  the  Spanifli  Weft-Indics  ren- 
dered fo  precarious  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Britilli 
cruifers,  that  he  could  no  longer  depend  upon  their 
arrival.  The  trading  part  of  his  fubjefts  had  fuf- 
tained  fuch  loiTes,  that  his  kingdom  was  filled  with 
bankruptcies ; and  the  bell  part  of  his  navy  now 
contributed  to  ftrengthen  the  fleets  of  his  enemies. 
The  election  of  a Stadtholder  had  united  the  whole 
power  of  the  States-General  aganft  him,  in  taking 
the  moft  refolute  meafures  for  their  own  fafety  : his 
views  in  Germany  were  intirely  fruftrated  by  the 
elevation  of  the  Grand  Duke  to  the  Imperial  throne, 
and  the  re-eftablifliment  of  peace  between  the  houfes 
of  Auftria  and  Brandenburgh  : the  fuccefs  of  his  arms 
in  Italy  had  not  at  all  anfwered  his  expedation  ; and 
Genoa  was  become  an  expenfivc  ally.  He  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  the  commerce  of  Britain  fiourilli 
in  the  midfl;  of  war,  while  his  own  people  were  ut- 
terly iinpoverilhed.  The  Parliament  of  England 
granted,  and  the  nation  paid  fuch  incredible  fums  as 
enabled  their  Sovereign  not  only  to  maintain  invin- 
cible navies  and  formidable  armies,  but  likewife  to 
give  fubudies  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe.  He 
knew  that  a treaty  of  this  kind  was  adually  upon  the 
anvil  between  his  Britannick  Majefty  and  the 
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Czarina,  and  he  began  to  be  apprehenfive  of  feeing  ( 
an  arnny  of  Ruffians  in  the  Netherlands.  His  fears 
from  this  quarter  were  not  without  foundation.  In  ' 
the  month  of  November,  the  Earl  of  Hyndford, 
ambaffador  from  the  King  of  Great-Britain  at  the 
court  of  Ruffia,  concluded  a treaty  of  fubfidy,  by 
which  the  Czarina  engaged  to  hold  in  readinefs 
thirty  thoufand  men,  and  forty  gallies,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  the  confederates,  on  the  firfl: 
requihtion.  The  States-General  acceded  to  this 
agreement,  and  even  confented  to  pay  one-fourth  of 
the  fubfidy.  His  moll  Chriftian  Majefty,  moved 
by  thefe  confiderations,  made  further  advances  to- 
wards an  accommodation  both  at  the  Hague  and  in 
London;  and  the  contending  powers  agreed  to 
another  congrefs,  which  was  adlually  opened  in 
March  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where  the  Etirl  of  Sand- 
wich and  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  affifted  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries fi'om  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 

§ XXIX.  The  eledions  for  the  new  Parliament  in 
England  had  been  conducted  fo  as  fully  to  anfwer 
the  purpofes  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  his  bro- 
ther Mr.  Pelham,  who  had  for  fome  time  wholly 
engroffed  the  adminiftration.  Both  Houfes  were 
affembled  on  the  tenth  day  of  November,  when  Mr. 
Onflow  was  unanimoufly  re-eledled  Speaker  of  the 
Commons.  The  feffion  was  opened,  as  ufual,  by 
a fpeech  from  the  throne,  congratulating  them  on 
the  fignal  fucceffes  of  the  Britifli  navy,  and  the 
happy  alteration  in  the  government  of  the  United 
Provinces.  His  Majefty  gave  them  to  underftand, 
that  a congrefs  would  fpeedily  be  opened  at  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  to  concert  the  means  for  effedting  a ge- 
neral pacification  ; and  reminded  tl-em  that  nothino- 
would  more  conduce  to  the  fucceis  of  this  negocia- 
tion  than  the  vigour  and  unanimity  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. He  received  fuch  addrefles  as  the  mi- 
nifters  v/ere  pleafed  to  didate.  Oppofition  now  lan- 
guiftied  at  their  feet.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  was 
^ become 


^24  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  become  a courtier,  and  in  a little  time  appointed 
Secretary  of  State,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Chef- 
terfield,  who  had  lately  executed  that  office  which 
he  now  rehgned ; and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  no 
longer  harangued  againft  the  adminiflration.  This 
new  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  imitation  of  the  libe- 
rality of  their  predeceffiors,  readily  gratified  all  the 
requefts  of  the  government.  They  voted  forty 
thoufand  feamen,  forty-nine  thoufand  land-forces, 
befides  eleven  thoufand  five  hundred  marines ; the 
fubfidies  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  the  Czarina, 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  the  Ele6lors  of  Mentz  and 
Bavaria,  the  Heffians,  and  the  Duke  ofWolfen- 
buttel : the  fum  of  two  hundred  thirty-five  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  was  granted 
to  the  provinces  of  New  England,  to  re-imburfe 
them  for  the  expence  .of  reducing  Cape-Breton : 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  were  given  to  his 
Majefly  for  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war; 
and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty-tv/o  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  Scottiffi  claimants,  in  lieu  of  their 
jurifdiction.  The  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year  fell 
very  very  little  ffiort  of  nine  millions,  of  which  the 
greater  part  was  raifed  on  a loan  by  fubfcription, 
chargeable  on  a new  fubfidy  of  poundage  exacted 
from  all  merchandife  imported  into  Great-Britain. 
Immediately  after  the  rebellion  was  fuppreffied  the 
legiflature  had  eftabliffied  fome  regulations  in  Scot^ 
land,  w'hich  were  thought  neceffiary  to  prevent  fuch 
commotions  for  the  future.  The  Highlanders  were 
difarmed,  and  an  a6t  pafTed,  for  aboiilhing  their 
peculiarity  of  garb,  which  was  fuppofed  to  keep  up 
party- diflindlions,  to  encourage  their  martial  dif- 
pofition,  and  preferve  the  memiory  of  the  exploits 
atchieved  by  their  anceftors.  In  this  feffion  a bill 
was  brought  in  to  inforce  the  execution  of  that  law, 
and  pafled  with  another  adl:,  for  the  more  efredlual 
punifhment  of  high  treafon  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  The  practice  of  infilling  French  and 
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Spanifh  fhips  at  London  being  deemed  the  foie  chap. 
circumftance  that  prevented  a total  ftagnation  of 
commerce  in  thofe  countries,  it  was  prohibited  by 
law  under  fevere  penalties;  and  this  ftep  of  the 
Britifh  Parliament  accelerated  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty.  Several  other  prudent  meafures  were  taken 
in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
publick;  and  among  thefe  we  may  reckon  an  a6t 
for  encouraging  the  manufaflure  of  indigo  in  the 
Britifh  plantations  of  North- America;  an  article 
for  which  Great-Britain  ufed  to  pay  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  yearly  to  the  fubjedls  of  France. 

The  feffion  was  clofed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  May,  An. 
when  the  King  declared  to  both  Houfes,  that  the 
preliminaries  of  a general  peace  were  adtually  figned 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle  by  the  minifters  of  Great-Britain, 

France,  and  the  United-Provinces;  and  that  the 
bafis  of  this  accommodation  was  a general  reflitutioa 
of  the  conquefts  which  had  been  made  during  the 
war.  Immediately  after  the  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment his  Majefty  fet  out  for  his  German  dominions, 
after  having  appointed  a,  Regency  to  rule  the  realm 
' in  his  abfence. 

§ XXX.  The  articles  might  have  been  made 
much  lefs  unfavourable  to  Great-Britain  and  her 
allies,  had  the  miniflry  made  a proper  ufe  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Czarina ; and  if  the  confederates  had 
a6ted  with  more  vigour  and  expedition  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  campaign.  The  Ruffian  auxiliaries 
might  have  been  tranfported  by  fea  to  Lubeck 
before  the  end  of  the  preceding  fummer,  in  their 
own  gallies  which  had-been  lying  ready  for  ufe 
fince  the  month  of  July.  Flad  this  expedient  been 
ufed,  the  Ruffian  troops  would  have  joined  the  con- 
federate army  before  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  cam- 
paign. But  this  eafy  and  expeditious  method  of 
'conveyance  was  rejedfed  for  a march  by  land,  of 
incredible  length  and  difficulty,  which  could  not 
• be  begun  before  the  month  of  January,  nor  accom- 
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pllfhed  till  Midfummer.  The  operations  of  the 
campaign  had  been  conceited  at  the  Hague  in 
January,  by  the  relpe61:ive  minifters  of  the  allies, 
who  refolved  to  bring  an  army  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  thoufand  men  into  the  Netherlands,  in  order 
to  compel  the  French  to  abandon  the  barrier  which 
they  had  conquered.  The  towns  of  Holland  be- 
came the  fcenes  of  tumult  and  infurreclion.  The 
populace  plundered  the  farmers  of  the  revenue, 
abolifhed  the  taxes,  and  infulted  the  magiftratesi 
fo  that  the  States-General,  feeing  their  country  on 
the  brink  of  anarchy  ’ and  confufion,  authorifed  the 
Prince  of  Orange  to  make  fiich  alterations  as  he 
ihould  fee  convenient.  They  prefented  him  with 
a diploma,  by  which  he  was  conftituted  hereditary 
Stadtholder  and  Captain-General  of  Dutch  Brabant, 
Flanders,  and  the  upper  quarter  of  Guelderland; 
and  the  Eaft-India  company  appointed  him  diredlor 
and  Governor-General  of  their  commerce  and  fettle- 
ment  in  the  Indies.  Thus  invefled  with  an  authority 
unknown  to  his  anceftors,  he  exerted  himfelf  with 
equal  induftry  and  diferetion  in  new-modelling, 
augmenting,  and  aflembling  the  troops  of  the  Re- 
publick.  The  confederates  knew  that  the  Count 
de  Saxe  had  a defign  upon  Maeftricht : the  Auftrian 
General  Bathiani  made  repeated  remonflrances  to 
the  Britifh  miniftry,  entreating  them  to  take  fpeedy 
meafures  for  the  pi'efervation  of  that  fortrefs.  He 
in  the  month  of  January  propofed  that  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  fhould  crofs  the  fea,  and  confer  with 
the  Prince  of  Orange  on  this  fubjedt:  he  undertook, 
at  the  peril  of  his  head,  to  cover  Maeftricht  with 
feventy  thoufand  men,  from  all  attacks  of  the 
enemy:  but  his  reprefentations  feemed  to  have 
made  very  little  impreflion  on  thofe  to  whom  they 
were  addrefled.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  did  not 
depart  from  England  till  towards  the  latter  end  of 
February:  part  of  March  was  elapfed,  before  the 
tranfports  failed  from  the  Note  with  the  additional 
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troops  and  artillery ; and  the  laft  drafts  from  the  C H A P. 
foot-guards  were  not  embarked  till  the  middle  of 


Augiift. 

§ XXXI.  The  different  bodies  of  the  confederate 
forces  joined  each  other,  and  encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ruremond,  to  the  number  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  men ; and  the  French 
army  invefted  Maeftricht,  without  oppofition,  on 
the  third  day  of  April.  The  garrifon  confifted  of 
Imperial  and  Dutch  troops,  under  the  condu6t  of 
the  governour,  Baron  d’Aylva,  who  defended  the 
place  with  extraordinary  flcill  and  refolution.  He 
annoyed  the  befiegers  in  repeated  fallies ; but  they 
were  determined  to  furmount  all  oppofition,  and 
profecuted  their  approaches  with  incredible  ardour. 
They  affaulted  the  covered -way,  and  there  effefted 
a lodgement,  after  an  obftinate  dilpute,  in  which 
they  loft  two  thoufand  of  their  belt  troops : but, 
next  day  they  were  entirely  diflodged  by  the  gal- 
lantry of  the  garrifon.  Thefe  hoftilities  were  fud- 
denly  fufpended,  in  confequence  of  the  preliminaries 
figned  at  Aix-la-Chapelle.  The  plenipotentiaries 
agreed,  that,  for  the  glory  of  his  Chriftian  Majefty’s 
arms,  the  town  of  Maeftricht  fhould  be  furrendered 
- to  his  General,  on  condition  that  it  fliould  be  re- 
ftored,  with  all  the  magazines  and  artillery.  He 
accordingly  took  poffeffion  of  it  on  the  third  day  of 
May,  when  the  garrifon  marched  out  with  all  the 
honours  of  war ; and  a ceffation  of  arms  immediately 
enfued.  By  this  time  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries,  to 
the  number  of  thirty-feven  thoufand,  commanded 
by  Prince  Repnin,  had  arrived  in  Moravia,  where 
they  were  reviewed  by  their  Imperial  Majefties  : then 
they  proceeded  to  the  confines  of  Franconia,  where 
they  were  ordered  to  halt,  after  they  had  marched 
feven  hundred  miles  fince  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
The  French  King  declared,  that  fhould  they  advance 
farther,  he  would  demolifh  the  fortifications  of 
Maeftricht  and  Bergen-op-zoom.  This  difpute  was 
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BOOK  referred  to  the  plenipotentiaries,  who,  in  the  be- 
^ , ginning  of  Aiigiift,  concluded  a convention,  im- 

2748.  porting,  that  the  Ruffian  troops  ffiould  return  to 
their  own  country ; and  that  the  French  King  ffiould 
diffiand  an  equal  number  of  his  forces.  The  feafon 
being  far  advanced,  the  Ruffiians  were  provided 
with  , winter-quarters  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia* 
where  they  continued  till  the  fpring,  when  they 
marched  back  to  Livonia.  In  the  mean  time  feven- 
and  thirty  thoufand  French  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  Flanders  into  Picardy,  and  the  two  armies 
remained  quiet  till  the  conclufion  of  the  definitive 
treatv.  , The  fufpenfion  of  arms  was  proclaimed  at 
London,  and  in  all  the  capitals  of  the  contradting 
powers : orders  were  fent  to  the  refpedlive  Admirals 
in  different  parts  of  the  world,  to  refrain  from  hofti- 
lities ; and  a communication  of  trade  and  intelligence 
was  again  opened  between  the  nations  which  had 
been  at  variance.  No  material  tranfaftion  diftia- 
guiffied  the  campaign  in  Italy.  The  French  and 
Spaniffi  troops,  who  had  joined  the  Genoefe  in  the 
territories  of  the  republick,  amounted  to  thirty 
thoufand  men,  under  the  diredlion  of  the  Duke  de 
Richelieu,  who  was  fent  from  France  to  affiume  that 
command,  on  the  death  of  the  Duke  de  Boufflers  j 
while  Marefchal  de  Belleifle,  at  the  head  of  fifty 
thoufand  men,  covered  the  weftern  Riviera,  which 
was  threatened  with  an  invafion  by  forty  thoufand 
Aufirians  and  Piedmontefe,  under  General  L.eutrum. 
At  the  fame  time  General  Brown,  with  a more  nu- 
merous army,  prepared  to  re-enter  the  eaftern  Ri- 
. vlera,  and  re-comimence  the  fiege  of  Genoa.  But 
thefe  intended  operations  were  prevented  by  an 
armifiice,  which  took  place  as  foon  as  the  bellige- 
rent powders  had  acceded  to  the  preliminaries. 

§ XXXII.  In  the  Eafi-Indies,  Rear-Admiral 
Bofcawen  undertook  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry,  which, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft,  he  blocked  up  by  fea  with 
his  fquadron,  and  invefted  by  land  with  a fmall 
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army  of  four  thoufand  Europeans,  and  about  two  chap. 
tlioufand  natives  of  that  country.  He  profccuted  , 

the  enterprife  with  great  fpirit,  and  took  the  fort  of 
Area  Coupan,  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  from 
the  town : then  he  made  his  approaches  to  the  place, 
againfl  which  he  opened  batteries,  while  it  was  bom- 
barded and  cannonaded  by  the  fliipping.  But  the  for- 
tifications w^ere  fo  ftrong,  the  garrifon  fo  numerous, 
and  the  engineers  of  the  enemy  fo  expert  in  their 
profeHion,  that  he  made  very  little  progrefs,  and 
fuftained  confiderable  damage.  At  length,  his 
army  being  diminiflied  by  ficknels,  and  the  rainy 
feafon  approaching,  he  ordered  the  artillery  and 
ftores  to  be  re-embarked i and  raifing  the  fiege  on 
the  fixth  day  of  06lober,  returned  to  fort  St.  David, 
after  having  loft  about  a thoufand  men  in  this  ex- 
pedition. In  the  feqnel,  feveral_  ftiips  of  his  Iqua- 
dron,  and  above  twelve  hundred  failors,  periftied 
in  a hurricane.  The  naval  force  of  Great-Britain 
was  more  fticcefsful  in  the  Weft-Indies.  Rear- 
Admiral  Knowles,  with  a fquadron  of  eight  fliips, 
attacked  Fort  Louis,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Hifpaniola, 
which  after  a warm  action  of  three  hours  was  fur- 
rendered  on  capitulatio'n,  and  difmantled.  Then 
he  made  an  abortive  attempt  upon  St.  Jago  de 
Cuba,  and  returned  to  Jamaica,  extremely  chagrined 
at  his  difappointment,  which  he  imputed  to  the 
mifcondudt  of  Captain  Dent,  who  was  tried  in 
England  by  a Court-Martial,  and  honourably  ac- 
quitted. On  the  firft  day  of  O61;ober,  the  fame 
Admiral  cruifing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Havannah,  with  eight  fhips  of  the  line,  encountered 
a Spanifti  fquadron  of  nearly  the  fame  ftrength, 
under  the  command  of  the  Admirals  Reggio  and 
Spinola.  The  engagement  began  between  two  and 
three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued  wdth 
intervals  till  eight  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy 
retired  to  the  Havannah,  with  the  lofs  of  two  fliips ; 
one  of  which  ftruck  to  the  Britifli  Admiral,  and  the 
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BOOK  Other  was,  two  days  after,  fet  on  fire  by  her  own 
commander,  that  Ibe  might  not  fall  into  the  hands 
J748.  Englifh.  Mr.  Knowles  taxed  fome  of  his 

captains  with  mifbehaviour,  and  they  recriminated 
on  his  conduft.  On  their  return  to  England,  a 
Court-Martial  was  the  confequence  of  their  mutual 
accufations.  Thofe  who  adhered  to  the  commander, 
and  the  others  whom  he  impeached,  were  inflamed 
againft  each  other  with  the  mofl  rancorous  refent- 
ment.  The  Admiral  himfelf  did  not  efcape  uncen- 
fured:  two  of  his  captains  were  reprimanded:  but 
Captain  Holmes,  who  had  difplayed  uncommon 
courage,  was  honourably  acquitted.  Their  animq^ 
fities  did  not  end  with  the  Court-Martial.  A blood- 
lefs  encounter  happened  between  the  Admiral  and 
Captain  Powlet:  But  Captain  Innes  and  Captain 
Clarke,  meeting  by  appointment  in  Hyde- Park 
with  piftols,  the  former  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
died  next  morning ; the  latter  was  tried,  and  con- 
demned for  murder,  but  indulged  with  his  Majefty’s 
pardon.  No  naval  tranfadlion  of  any  confequence 
happened  in  the  European  feas,  during  the  courfe 
of  this  fummen  In  January,  indeed,  the  Mag- 
nanime,  a French  fhip  of  the  line,  was  taken  in  the 
channel  by  two  Englifli  cruifers,  after  an  obftinate 
engagement ; and  the  privateers  took  a conflderable 
number  of  merchant  fhips  from  the  enemy. 

§ XXXIII.  The  plenipotentiaries  flill  continued 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  difeuffing  all  the  articles  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  which  was  at  length  concluded  and 
figned  on  the  feventh  day  of  Odober.  It  was 
founded  on  former  treaties,  which  were  now  ex- 
prefsly  confirmed,  from  that  of  Weftphalia  to  the 
laid  concluded  at  London  and  Vienna.  The  con- 
trading  parties  agreed,  That  all  prifoners  on  each 
fide  fliould  be  mutually  releafed,  without  ranfom, 
and  all  conquefls  reftored:  That  the  duchies  of 
Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guaflialla  fhould  be  ceded 
as  a fettleinent  to  the  Infant  Don  Philip,  and  the 
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heirs  male  of  his  body ; but  in  cafe  of  his  afcending 
the  throne  of  Spain,  or  of  the  two, Sicilies,  or  his 
dying  without  male-iffue,  that  they  Ihoiild  revert  to 
the  Houfe  of  AuRria:  That  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  Ihould,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of 
this  treaty,  fend  two  perfons  of  rank  and  diftinftion, 
to  refide  in  France,  as  hoftages,  until  reftitution 
fliould  be  made  of  Cape-Breton,  and  all  the  other 
conquefts  which  his  Britannick  Majefty  fliould  have 
atchieved  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft-Indies,  before  or 
after  the  preliminaries  were  figned : That  the  affiento 
contract,  with  the  article  of  the  annual  fhip,  fliould 
be  confirmed  for  four  years,  during  which  the  en- 
joyment of  that  privilege  was  fufpended  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  war:  That  Dunkirk 
fhould  remain  fortified  on  the  land  fide,  and  towards 
the  fea  continue  on  the  footing  of  former  treaties. 
All  the  contradting  powers  became  guarantees  to 
the  King  ofPrufTia  for  the  duchy  of  Silefia  and 
the  county  of  Glatz,  as  he  at  prefent  pofteftcd  them ; 
and  they  likewife  engaged  to  fecure  the  Emprefs- 
(^een  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  in  pofiefTion  of  her 
hereditary  dominions,  according  to  the  pragmatick 
fandlion.  The  other  articles  regulated,  the  forms 
and  times  fixed  for  this  mutual  reftitution,  as  well 
as  for  the  termination  of  hoftilities  in  different  parts 
of  the  world.  But  the  right  of  Englifli  fubjeAs  to 
navigate  in  the  American  feas,  without  being  fubjedl 
to  fearch,  was  not  once  mentioned,  though  this 
claim  was  the  original  fource  of  the  differences 
between  Great-Britain  and  Spain:  nor  were  the 
limits  of  Acadia  afcertained.  This  and  all  other 
difputes  were  left  to  the  difcuffion  of  commiffaries. 
We  have  already  obferved,  that  after  the  troubles  of 
the  empire  began,  the  war  was  no  longer  main- 
tained on  Britifti  principles.  It  became  a conti- 
nental conteft,  and  was  profecuted  on  the  fide  of  the 
allies  without  conduct,  fpirit,  or  unanimity.  In 
the  Netherlands  they  were  outnumbered  and  out- 
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BOOK  witted  by  the  enemy.  They  ne\^er  hazarded  a battle 
without  luftaining  a defeat.  Their  vaft  armies,  paid 
by  Great  Britain,  lay  inadtive,  and  beheld  one  for- 
trefs  reduced  after  another,  until  the  whole  country 
was  fubdued;  and  as  their  General  fought,  their 
plenipotentiaries  negociated.  At  a time  when  their 
affairs  began  to  wear  the  mofi;  promifing  afpeft, 
when  the  arrival  of  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries  would  have 
fecured  an  undoubted  fuperiority  in  the  field ; when 
the  Britiffi  fleets  had  trampled  on  the  naval  power  of 
France  and  Spain,  intercepted  their  fupplies  of  trea- 
fure,  and  cut  off  all  their  refources  of  commerce ; 
the  Britifli  minifters  feeined  to  treat,  without  the 
leaf!:  regard  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  their 
country.  They  left  her  moft  valuable  and  neceffary 
rights  of  trade  unowned  and  undecided  : they  fub- 
feribed  to  the  infolent  demand  of  fending  the  nobles 
of  the  realm  to  grace  the  court,  and  adorn  the 
triumphs  of  her  enemy:  and  they  tamely  gave  up 
her  conquefts  in  North- America,  of  more  confe- 
quence  to  her  traffick  than  all  the  other  dominions 
for  which  the  powers  at  war  contended  ; they  gave 
up  the  important  ifle  of  Cape-Breton,  in  exchange 
for  a petty  fadfory  in  the  Eaft-lndies,  belonging  to 
a private  company,  whofe  exiflence  had  been 
deemed  prejudicial  to  the  commonwealth.  What 
then  were  the  fruits  which  Britain  reaped  from  tliis 
long  and  defperate  war  ? A dreadful  expence  of 
blood  and  treafure'^,  difgrace  upon  difgrace,  an 

additional 

* Such  an  expenfive  war  could  not  be  maintained  without  a veiy 
extraordinary  exertion  of  a commercial  fpirit:  accordingly,  we  find 
that  Great-Britain,  fince  the  death  of  King  William,  has  nfen  nit- 
der  her  preffures  with  increafed  vigour  and  perfeverance.  Whether 
it  be  owing  to  the  natural  progreiiion  of  trade  extending  itfelf  fiom 
its  origin  to  its  acme  or  ?ie  plus  ultras  or  to  the  encoiu  agemeiit  given 
by  the  adminillration  to  monied  men  of  all  denominations ; 
recelfuy,  impelling  ihofe  who  can  no  longer  live  on  I'mall  incomes  to 
rilque  their  capitals  in  traffick,  that  they  may  have  a chance  for 
bettering  their  fortunes ; or,  lalily,  to  a concurrence  of  ail  thefe 
caufes } certain  it  is,  the  national  exports  and  imports  have  been  fen- 

fibly 
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additional  load  of  grievous  impofitions,  and  the  g H A p. 
national  debt  accumulated  to  the  enormous  fum  of 
eighty  millions  fterling. 


fibly  increafing  for  thefe  forty  years : the  yearly  medium  of  woolen 
exports,  from  the  year  1738  to  1743  inciiifive,  amounted  to  about 
three  millions  and  an  half,  which  was  a yearly  increafe  on  the  me- 
dium, of  five  hundred  thouland  pounds  above  the  medium  from  1718 
to  1724.  From  this  article,  the  reader  will  conceive  the  prodigious 
extent  and  importance  of  the  Britifli  commerce. 
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racter  of  the  miniflry.  § IV.  Sejfioti  opened,  § V. 
Debate  on  the  addrejs.  § VI.  Supplies  granted, 
§ VII.  Exorbitant  demand  of  theEmprefs-Efueen  op~ 
pofed,  ' § VIII.  Violent  contefi  concerning  the  f ea- 
rn ens  bill.  § IX.-  OhjeSlions  to  the  7nutiny  bill, 

X.  Bill  for  limiting  the  term  of  a foldieVs  feruice. 
^ XI.  Meafures  taken  with  refpeSi  to  the  African 
trade.  % XII.  Scheme  for  improving  the  Britijh 
ffjery.  § XIII.  Attempt  to  open  the  cojnmerce  to 
Hudfon  s-Bay,  § XIV.  Elan  for  mannfng  the  navy, 
§ XV.  Fruit lefs  motions  made  by  the  cppofition, 
§ XVI.  Severities  exercifed  upon  fo'me  fiudents  at  Ox- 
ford. § XVII.  Duke  of  Newcaflle  chofen  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge.  % XVIII.  Eu- 
mults  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  § XIX. 
Scheme  for  a fettlement  in  Nova-Scotia.  § XX, 
Down  of  Hallifax  founded.  § XXL  French  attempt 
to  fettle  the  ifland  of  Tobago.  § XXII.  Rejoicings 
for  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  § XXIII.  Brt- 

tenders 
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tender  s eldcft  Jon  arrefted  at  Paris.  % XXIV. 

■pearance  of  a rupture  between  RuJJia  and  Sweden. 

§ XXV.  Interpofition  of  the  King  of  PruJJia. 

§ XXVI.  Meafures  taken  by  the  French  miniftry. 

§ XX  VII . ConduSl  of  the  different  European  powers. 

§ XXVIll.  Infolence  of  the  Barbary  Corfairs. 

§ XXIX.  Difturbances  in  England.  § XXX. 

Seffion  opened.  § XXXI.  SuhjeSls  of  debate. 

§ XXXII.  Scheme  for  reducing  the  inter  eft  of  the 
'national  debt.  § XXXIII.  An  aSl  paffed  for  that 
purpofe.  § XXXIV.  New  mutiny  bill.  § XXXV. 

Bill  for  encouraging  the  importation  of  iron  from 
America.  § XXXVI.  EreSlion  of  the  Britijh  her- 
ring  fiftoery.  % XXXVII.  New  African  Company. 

§ XXXVIII.  Weftminfter  eleSiion.  % XXXIX. 
Earthquakes  in  London.  § XL.  Peftilential  fev^' 
at  the  Seffton  in  the  Old-Bailey.  . § XLJ.  Difputes 
between  Ruffia  and  Sweden.  § XLII.  Plan  for  eleSi- 
ing  the  Arch-duke  Jofeph  King  of  the  Romans^ 

§ XLIII.  Oppojition  of  the  King  of  P ruffia. 

\ XLIV,  Difputes  with  the  French  about  the  limits 
of  Nova-Scotia.  § XLV.  Freaty  with  Spain. 

§XLVI.  Seffton  opened.  § XLVII.  Debate  on  the 
addrefs.  § X L V 1 1 1 . Supplies  granted.  § X LI  X . 

Death  and  charaEler  of  the  Prince  of  IV %les.  % L. 

Settlement  of  a Regency^  in  cafe  of  a minor  Sovereign. 

§ LI.  General  naturalization  bill.  § LI  I.  Cenfure 
paffed  upon  a paper  intituled  Conftitutional  bfiteries. 

% LJII.  Proceedings  of  the  Commons  on  the  JVeft- 
'minfter  election-  § LIV.  Mr.  Murray  fent  prif oner 
to  Newgate.  § LV.  Seffion  clofed.  Stile  altered. 

I.  H E peace  of  Aix-Ia-Chapellcj  however  CHAP. 
X imftable  or  inglorious  it  might  appear  to  ^ 

rhofe  few  who  underftood  the  interefts,  and  felt  for  17^8. 
the  honour  of  their  country,  was  neverthelefs  not 
unwelcome  to  the  nation  in  general.  The  Britifh 
miniftry  will  always  find  it  more  difficult  to  fatisfy 
the  people  at  the  end  of  a fuccefsful  campaign,  than 

at 
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Book  at  the  condufion  of  an  unfortunate  war.  The  Eng- 
^ .lifli  are  impatient  of  mifcarriage  and  difappointment, 
17^8,  and  too  apt  to  be  intoxicated  with  vidtory.  At  this 
period  they  were  tired  of  the  burthens,  and  hck  of 
the  difgraces,  to  which  they  had  been  expofed  in  the 
courfe  of  feven  tedious  campalgrls.  They  had  fiif- 
fered  confiderable  Ioffes  and  interruptions  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  commerce,  which  was  the  fource  of  their 
national  opulence  and  powder : they  knew  it  would 
neceffarily  be"  clogged  with  additional  duties,  for  the 
maintenance  of  a continental  war,  and  the  fupport 
of  foreign  fubfidiaries  ; and  they  drew  very  faint 
prefages  of  future  fuccefs  either  from  the  condudlof 
their  allies,  or  the  capacity  of  their  commanders. 
To  a people  inpiucnced  by  thefe  confiderations,  the 
reftoration  of  a free  trade,  the  refpite  from  that 
anxiety  and  fufpence  which  the  profecution  of  a war 
never  fails  to  engender,  and  the  profpedl  of  a fpeedy 
deliverance  from  difcouraging  reftraints  and  oppreffive 
impofitions,  were  advantages  that  fweetened  the  bit- 
ter draught  of  a di {honourable  treaty,  and  induced ' 
the  miajority  of  the  nation  to  acquiefce  in  the  peace, 
not  barely  without  inurmuring,  but  even  w’ith  fome 
degree  of  fatisfadlion  and  applaufe. 

§ U.  Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions at  Aix-la-Chapelle  the  armies  were  broken  up: 
the  Allies  in  the  Netherlands  withdrew  their  feveral 
proportions  of  troops  j the  French  began  to  eva- 
cuate Flanders;  and  the  Elnglifh  forces  were  re- 
embarked for  their  own  country.  His  Britannick 
Majefly  returned  from  his  German  dominions  in 
November,  having  landed  near  Margate,  in  Kent, 
after  a dangerous  paffage ; and  on  tlie  twenty-ninth 
of  the  fame  month  he  opened  the  iefuon  of  Parlia- 
ment. By  this  time  the  mifunderfcanding  between 
‘ the  tv;o  hrft  perfonages  of  the  Royal  Family  had 
been  increaled  by  a frelh  acceihon  of  matter.  The 
Prince  of  Vv'  ales  had  held  a court  of  Stannary,  in 
quality  of  Duke  of  Cornwall;  and  revived  fome 

claims 
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Claims  attached  to  that  dignity,  which,  had  theyC 
been  admitted,  would  have  greatly  augmented  his 
influence  among  the  Cornifh  boroughs.  Thefe^ 
efforts  roufed  the  jealoufy  of  the  Adminiflration, 
which  had  always  confidered  them  as  an  intereft 
wholly  dependent  on  the  Crown  ; and,  therefore,  the 
pretenfions  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  v/ere  oppofed  by 
the  whole  weight  of  the  Miniftry.  His  adherents, 
refcnting  thefe  hoftilities  as  an  injury  to  their  Royal 
Mafter,  immediately  joined  the  remnant  of  the  for^ 
mer  oppoiition  in  Parliament,  and  refolved  to  coun- 
teract all  the  miniflerial  meafures  that  flaould  fill 
under  their  cognizance ; at  lead:,  they  determined  to 
feize  every  opportunity  of  thwarting  the  fervants  of 
the  Crown,  in  every  fcheme  or  propofal  that  had  not 
an  evident  tendency  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation. 
This  band  of  auxiliaries  was  headed  by  the  Earl  of 
E — t.  Dr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  N — t.  The  firfl:  pofTeffed 
a fpecies  of  eloquence  rather  plaufible  than  power- 
ful : he  fpoke  with  fluency  and  fire : his  fpirit  was 
bold  and  enterprifing,  his  apprehenfion  quick,  and 
his  repartee  fevere.  Dr.  Lee  was  a man  of  extenfive 
erudition  and  irreproachable  morals,  particularly 
verfed  in  the  civil  law,  which  he  profeffed,  and 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  conftitution  of  his 
country.  Mr.  N — t was  an  orator  of  middling  abi- 
lities, who  harangued  upon  all  fubjefts  indifcrimi- 
nately,  and  fuppiied  with  confidence  what  he  wanted 
in  capacity  : he  had  been  at  fome  pains  to  Rudy  the 
bufinefs  of  the  Ploufe,  as  well  as  to  underfland  the 
tnachine  of  government ; and  was  tolerably  well 
heard,  as  he  generally  fpoke  with  an  appearance  of 
good-humour,  and  hazarded  every  wEimfical  idea, 
as  it  rofe  in  his  imagination.  But  Lord  Boling- 
broke  is  laid  to  have  been  the  chief  fpring  wkich,  in 
'fecret,  acfuated  the  deliberations  of  the  Prince’s 
court.  That  nobleman,  feemingly  fequeftered  from 
the  tumults  of  a publick  life,  refided  at  Batterfea, 
where  he  was  vifited  like  a fainted  ihrine  by  all  the 
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BOOK  diftinguifhed  votaries  of  wit,  eloquence,  and  politi- 
^ . cal  ambition.  There  he  was  cultivated  and  admired 

1748.  for  the  elegance  of  his  manners,  and  the  charms  of 
his  converfation.  The  Prince’s  curiohty  was  firft 
captivated  by  his  charafter,  and  his  efteem  was  af- 
terwards fecured  by  tlie  irrefiftible  addrefs  of  that 
extraordinary  perfonage,  who  continued  in  a regular 
progreffion  to  infinuate  himfelf  ftill  farther  and  far- 
ther into  the  good  graces  of  his  Royal  Patron. 

• How  far  the  condudt  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  in- 

fluenced by  the  private  advice  of  this  nobleman  we 
fhall  not  pretend  to  determine : but,  certain  it  is, 
the  friends  of  the  miniftry  propagated  a report,  that 
he  was  the  dictator  of  thofe  meafures  which  the 
Prince  adopted  j and  that,  under  the  fpecious  pre- 
text of  attachment  to  the  Heir  Apparent  of  the 
Crown,  he  concealed  his  real  aim,  which  Was  to 
perpetuate  the  breach  in  the  Royal  Family.  What- 
ever his  fentiments  and  motives  might  have  been, 
this  was  no  other  than  a revival  of  the  old  minifte- 
rial  clamour,  that  a man  cannot  be  well  afFedted  to 
the  King,  if  he  pretends  to  cenfure  any  meafure  of 
the  adminifiration. 

§ III.  The  weight  w'hich  the  oppofltion  derived 
from  thele  new  confederates  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons was  ftill  greatly  overbalanced  by  the  power, 
influence,  and  ability  that  fuftained  every  minifterial 
projeT.  Mr.  Pelham,  who  chiefly  managed  the 
helm  of  affairs,  was  generally  efteemed  as  a man  of 
honefty  and  candour,  actuated  by  a fincere  love  for 
his  country,  though  he  had  been  educated  in  erro- 
neous principles  of  government,  and  in  fome  mea- 
' fure  obliged  to  profecute  a fatal  fyftem,  which 
deice nded  to  him  by  inheritance.  At  this  time  he 
numbered  Mr.  Pitt  amonu;  his  fellow- minifters, 
and  v/as  moreover  fupported  by  many  other  indi- 
viduals of  diftinguiflied  abilities  ; among  whom  the 
firft  place,  in  point  of  genius,  was  due  to  Mr.  M. 
who  executed  the  office  of  Sollicitor-general.  This 

‘ gentle- 
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gentleman,  the  Ton  of  a noble  family  in  North Bri-  chap. 
tain,  had  raifed  himfelf  to  great  eminence  at  the 


bar,  by  a mold  keen  intuitive  fpirit  of  apprehen- 
fion,  that  feemed  to  feize  every  objed  at  firft 
glance;  an  innate  iagacity,  that  faved  the  trouble 
of  intenfe  application;  and  an  irrefittible  ftream  of 
eloquence,  that  flowed  pure  and  clafTical,  ftrong 
and  copious,  reflefting,  in  the  moft  confpicuous 
point  of  view,  the  fubjecls  over  which  it  rolled, 
and  fweeping  before  it  all  the  (lime  of  formal  hefi- 
ration,  and  all  the  entangling  weeds  of  chicanery. 
Yet,  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  were  not  fo  impli- 
citly attached  to  the  firft  minifler  as  to  acquiefce 
in  all  his  plans,  and  dedicate  their  time  and  talents 
to  the  fupport  of  every  court-meafure  indifcrimi- 
nately.  This  was  one  material  point  in  which 
Mr.  Pelham  deviated  from  the  maxims  of  his  pre- 
dccelTor,  who  admitted  of  no  contradi6lion  from 
any  of  his  adherents  or  fellow-fervants,  but  infilled 
on  facrificing  their  whole  perception  and  faculties 
to  his  condu6l  and  difpofal.  That  fordid  de- 
ference to  a minifter  no  longer  chara6lerifed  the 
fubordinate  inftruments  of  the  adminiflration.  It 
was  not  unufual  to  fee  the  great  officers  of  the 
government  divided  in  a pai-liamentary  debate, 
and  to  hear  the  Secretary  at  War  oppofing  with 
great  vehemence  a claufe  fuggefted  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  After  all,  if  we  coolly 
confider  thofe  arguments  which  have  been  bandied 
^ about,  and  retorted  with  fuch  eagernefs  and  acri- 
mony in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  divell  them 
of  thofe  paffionate  tropes  and  declamatory  meta- 
phors which  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  alone  had  pro- 
duced, we  fhall  find  very  little  left  for  tlie  fubjedt  of 
difpute,  and  fometimes  be  puzzled  to  difeover  any 
material  fource  of  difagreement. 

§ IV.  In  the  month  of  November  his  Majeily 
opened  the  feffion  of  Parliament  with  a fpeech,  ac- 
quainting them,  That  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 


was 
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BOOK  was  at  length  figned  by  all  the  parties  concerned : 
That  he  had  made  the  moft  effe(51;ual  provifion  for 

^"jy^^^^  fecuring  the  rights  and  interefts  of  his  own  fubjeds; 
and  procured  for  his  allies  the  beft  conditions,  which, 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  could  be  obtained. 
He  faid,  he  had  found  a general  good  difpofition  in 
all  parties  to  bring  the  negociation  to  a happy  con- 
cluhon ; and  obferved,  that  we  might  promife  our- 
felves  a long  enjoyment  of  the  bleffings  of  peace. 
Finally,  after  having  remarked  that  times  of  tran- 
quillity were  the  proper  feafons  for  leffening  the 
national  debt,  and  ftrengthening  the  kingdom  againft 
future  events,  he  recommended  to  the  Commons, 
the  improvement  of  the  publick  revenue,  the 
maintenance  of  a confiderable  naval  force,  the  ad* 
vancement  of  commerce,  and  the  cultivation  of  the 
arts  of  peace.  This  fpeech,  as  ufual,  was  echoed 
back  by  an  addrefs  to  the  throne  from  both  Houfes, 
containing  general  expreffions  of  the  warmefl  loyalty 
and  gratitude  to  his  Majefty,  and  implying  the  moft 
perfect  fatisfadlion  and  acquiefcence  in  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  of  Aix-ia-Chapelle. 

§ V.  The  members  in  the  oppofition,  according 
to  cuftom,  cavilled  at  the  nature  of  this  addrefs. 
They  obferved,  that  the  iate  pacification  was  the 
work  and  moft  inglorious  of  all  the  bad  treaties  to 
which  the  Englifh  nation  had  ever  fubfcribed  : that 
it  was  equally  difgraceful,  indefinite,  and  abfurd; 
they  faid,  the  Britifh  navy  had  gained  fuch  an  afcen- 
dancy  over  the  French  at  fea,  that  the  fources  of 
their  wealth  were  already  choaked  up ; that  the  fiege 
of  Maeftricht  would  have  employed  their  arms  in 
the  Low-Countries  till  the  arrival  of  the  Ruffians; 
and  that  the  acceffion  of  thefe  auxiliaries  would  have 
thrown  the  fuperiority  into  the  fcale  of  the  allies. 
They  did  not  fail  to  take  notice,  that  the  luoft  im- 
portant and  original  obje61:  of  the  war  was  left  wholly 
undecided ; and  demonftrated  the  abfiirdity  of  their 
promifing,  in  the  addrefs,  to  make  good  fuch 
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engagements  as  his  Majefty  had  entered  into  with  his  C 
allies,  before  they  knew  what  thofe  engagements 
Were.  In  anfwer  to  thefe  objedions,  the  minifters 
replied.  That  the  peace  was,  in  itfelf,  rather  better 
than  could  be  expeded  ; and  that  the  fmalleft  delay 
might  have  proved  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
They  affirmed,  that  the  Dutch  were  upon  the  point 
of  concluding  a neutrality,  in  confequence  of  v/hich 
their  troops  would  have  been  withdrawn  from  the 
allied  army ; and,  in  that  cafe,  even  the  addition  of 
the  Ruffian  auxiliaries  w'ouid  not  have  rendered  it  a 
match  for  the  enemy.  They  aiTerted,  that  if  the 
war  had  been  prolonged  another  year,  the  national 
credit  of  Great-Britain  mufl:  have  been  entirely 
ruined,  many  of  the  publick  funds  having  funk 
below  par  in  the  preceding  feafon,  fo  that  the  mini- 
ilry  had  begun  to  defpair  of  feeing  the  money  paid 
- in  on  the  new  fubfeription.  With  refped  to  the  re- 
ftoration  of  Cape-Breton,  the  limits  of  Nova-Scotia, 
and  the  right  of  navigating  without  fearch  in  the 
American  feas,  which  right  had  been  left  unefta- 
bliffied  in  the  treaty,  they  declared,  that  the  firft 
was  an  unneceflary  expence,  of  no  confequence  to 
Great-Britain ; and  that  the  other  two  were  points 
in  difpute,  to  be  amicably  fettled  in  private  confe- 
rences by  Commiffiaries  duely  authorized  3 but  by 
no  means  articles  to  be  eftablifhed  by  a general 
treaty. 

§ VI.  What  the  oppofition  v/anted  in  flrength,  it 
endeavoured  to  make  up  with  fpirit  and  perfeve- 
rance.  Every  minifterial  motion  and  meafure  was 
canvaffied,  fifted,  and  decried  whth  uncommon  arc 
and  vivacity : but  all  this  little  availed  agaiiifl  the 
fingle  article  of  fuperior  numbers ; and  accordingly 
this  was  the  fource  of  certain  triumph  in  all  de- 
bates in  which  the  fervants  of  the  crown  were  united. 
The  nation  had  reafon  to  expe61:  an  immediate  mi- 
tigation in  the  article  of  annual  expence,  confider- 
ing  the  number  of  troops  and  Ihips  of  w'ar  which 
VoL,  IIL  R Ead, 
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BOOK  had  been  reduced  at  the  ratification  of  the  treaty ; 

^ . but  they  were  difagreeably  undeceived  in  finding 

1748.  themfelves  again  loaded  with  very  extraordinary 
impofitions,  for  the  payment  of  a vaft  debt  which' 
government  had  contradted  in  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
notwithftanding  the  incredible  aids  granted  by  Par- 
liament. The  committee  of  fupply  eftablifhed  four 
points  of  confideration,  in  their  deliberations  con- 
cerning the  fums  neceffary  to  be  raifed  5 namely, 
for  fulfilling  the  engagements  which  the  Parliament 
had  entered  into  with  his  Majefty,  and  the  fervices 
undertaken  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  war ; for  difeharging 
debts  contraded  by  government ; for  making  good 
deficiencies  ; and  for  defraying  the  current  expence 
of  the  year.  It  appeared,  that  the  nation  owed 
fonr-and- forty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  Eledlor  of 
Bavaria;  above  thirty  thoufand  to  the  Duke  of 
Briinfwick  ; the  like  fum  to  the  Landgrave  ofHeffe- 
Cafi'el ; and  near  nine  thoufand  pounds  to  the  Elec- 
tor of  Mentz.  The  Queen  of  Hungary  claimed  an 
arrear  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  city 
of  Giafgow,  in  North-Britain,  prefented  a petition, 
praying  to  be  reimburfed  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  extorted  from  that  corporation  by  the  fon 
of  the  Pretender,  during  the  rebellion.  One  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thoufand  pounds  were  owing  to  the 
forces  in  North- America  and  the  Eafl-Indies  ; be- 
lides  near  half  a million  due  on  extraordinary  ex- 
pence incurred  by  the  land-forces  in  America,  Flan- 
ders, and  North-Britain,  by  the  office  of  Ordnance, 
and  other  fervices  of  the  laft  year,  to  which  the  par- 
liamentary provifion  did  not  extend.  The  remain- 
ing debt  of  the  Ordnance  amounted  to  above  two 
iiundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  : but  the  navy- 
bills  could  not  be  difeharged  for  lefs  than  four  mil- 
lions. An  addition  of  two  millions  three  hundred 
and  feventy-four  thoufand  three  hundred  thirty-three 
pounds  fifteen  ffiillings  and  two-pence  was  alfo‘  re- 
quired for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year.  In  a 
V word. 
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Word,  the  whole  annual  fuppl)^  exceeded  eight  mil-  C E A 

lions  Reriing — a fum  at  which  the  whole  nation  ex-  ^ 

preffcd  equal  aftonilliment  and  difguft.  It  was 
charged  upon  the  duties  on  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  the  land-tax  at  four  fnillings  in  the  pound, 
annuities  on  the  finking-fund,  an  application  of  one 
million  from  that  dcpofit,  and  a loan  of  the  like 
fum  to  he  charged  on  the  firft  aids  of  next  feihon. 


The  number  of  feamen  was  reduced  to  feventeen. 
thoufand,  and  that  of  the  land-forces  to  eighteen 
thouland  eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven,  including 
guards  and  garrifons. 

§ VII.  Every  article  of  expence,  however,  was 
warmly  difputed  by  the  anti-courtiers ; efpecially 
the  demand  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  which  was 
deemed  unreafonably  exorbitant  and  rapacious,  con- 
fidering  the  feas  of  blood  which  we  had  fired,  and 
the  immenfity  of  treafure  we  had  exhaufted  for  her 
benefit : and  furely  the  fubjcdls  of  this  nation  had 
fome  reafon  to  complain  of  an  indulgence  of  this 
nature,  granted  to  a power  which  they  had  iiterally' 
fnatched  from*  the  brink  of  ruin — a power  whofe 
quarrel  they  had  efpoufed  with  a degree  of  enthu- 
fiafiTi  that  did  nruch  more  honour  to  their  gallantry 
than  to  their  diferetion — a power  that  kept  aloof, 
with  a ftatelinefs  of  pride  peculiar  to  herfelf  and  fa- 
mily, and  beheld  her  Britifh  auxiliaries  fighting  her 
battles  at  their  own  expence  ; while  flie  Iquandered 
away,  in  the  idle  pageantry  of  barbarous  magnifi- 
cence, thofe  ample  fubfidies  which  they  advanced  in 
order  to  maintain  her  armies,  and  furnifli  out  her 
piroportion  of  the  w^ar.  I'he  leaders  of  the  oppofition 
neglected  no  opportunity  of  embittering  the  triumphs 
of  their  adverfaries : they  inveighed  againfh  the  ex- 
travagance of  granting  fixteen  thoufind  pounds  for 
the  pay  of  general  and  ftaff  officers,  during  a peace 
that  required  no  fuch  eftablifhment,  efpecially  at  a 
iundture  when  the  national  incumbrances  rendered 
it  abfolutely  neceffiary  to  pradtife  every  expedient  of 
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BOOK  ceConomy.  They  even  combated  the  requeft  of  the 
^ city  of  Glafgow,  to  be  indemnified  for  the  extraor- 
17^8.  dinary  exaction  it  underwent  from  the  rebels,  though 
it  appeared,  from  unqneftionable  evidence,  that 
this  extraordinary  contribution  was  exadted  on  ac- 
count of  that  city’s  peculiar  attachment  to  the 
reigning  family  r that  it  had  always  invariably  ad- 
hered to  Revolution  principles ; and,  with  an  un- 
equalled fpirit  of  loyalty  and  zeal  for  the  Proteflant 
fucceffion,  diftinguifhed  itfelf  both  in  the  lafl  and 
preceding  rebellion. 

§ VIII.  But  the  mod  violent  con  tell  arofe  on  cer- 
tain regulations  which  the  miniftry  wanted  to  efta- 
blilh  in  two  bills,  relating  to  the  fea  and  land  fervice. 
The  firft,  under  the  title  of  a bill  for  amending, 
explaining,  and  reducing  into  one  a6t  of  Parliament 
the  laws  relating  to  the  navy,  was  calculated  folely 
with  a view  of  fubjedling  half-pay  officers  to  mar- 
tial law— a defign  which  not  only  furniffied  the 
oppofition  with  a plaufible  handle  for  accufmg  the 
miniders,  as  intending  to  encroach  upon  the  con- 
ditution,  in  order  to  extend  the  influence  of  the 
Crown ; but  alfo  alarmed  the  fea-officers  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  they  aflTembled  to  a confiderable  num- 
ber, with  a view  to  deliberate  upon  the  proper 
means  of  defending  their  privileges  and  liberties, 
from  invafion.  The  refolt  of  their  confoltations 
was  a petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fubfcribed 
by  three  Admirals  and  forry-feven  Captains,  not 
members  of  Parliament,  reprefenting.  That  the  bill 
contained  feveral  claufes,  tending  to  the 
injury  and  difhonour  of  all  naval  officers,  as  well  as 
to  the  detriment  of  his  Majefty^s  fervice ; and  that 
the  laws  already  in  force  had  been  always  found 
cfFedlual  for  fecuring  the  fervice  of  officers  on  half- 
pay, upon  the  mofl  prefling  occafions  : they,  there- 
fore, hoped,  that  they  fhould  not  be  fubjedled  to 
new  hardfliips  and  difcouragements ; and  begged  to 
. be  heard  by  their  counfei,  before  the  committee  of 
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tlie  whole  Houfe,  touching  fuch  parts  of  the  bill  as  C H A P* 
they  apprehended  would  be  injurious  to  themfelves.  , 
and  the  other  officers  of  his  Majefty’s  navy.  This  i^^g. 
petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  Sir  John 
Norris,  and  the  motion  for  its  being  read  w'as  fe- 
conded  by  Sir  Peter  Warren,  whofe  charadler  was 
univerfally  efteemed  and  beloved  in  the  nation. 

This  meafure  had  like  to  have  produced  very  ferious 
confequences.  Many  commanders  and  fubalterns 
had  repaired  to  the  Admiralty,  and  threatened,  in 
plain  terms,  to  throw  up  their  commiffions  in  cafe 
the  bill  ffiould  pafs  into  a law ; and  a general  fer- 
ment was  begun  among  all  the  fubordinate  members 
of  the  navy.  A motion  was  made,  That  the  peti- 
tioners, according  to  their  requeft,  ffiould  be  heard 
by  their  counfel ; and  this  propofal  was  ftrongly 
urged  by  the  firft  orators  of  the  anti-minifterial 
aflbciation ; but  the  minifter,  confiding  in  his  own 
flrength,  reinforced  by  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Pitt, 

Mr.  Littleton,  and  Mr.  Fox  the  Secretary  at  War, 
ilrenuoufly  oppofed  the  motion,  which,  upon  a di- 
vihon,  was  thrown  out  by  a great  majority.  The 
feveral  articles  of  the  bill  were  afterwards  feparately 
debated  with  great  warmth ; and  though  Mr.  Pel- 
ham had,  with  the  moft  difmterefted  air  of  candour, 
repeatedly  declared  that  he  required  no  fupport,  even 
from  his  own  adherents,  but  that  which  might  arife 
from  reafon  unreftrained,  and  full  convidfion,  he, 
on  this  occafion,  reaped  all  the  fruit  from  their  zeal 
and  attachment  which  could  be  expedled  from  the 
moft  implicit  complaifance.  Some  plaufible  amend- 
ments of  the  moft  exceptionable  claufes  were  offered, 
particularly  of  that  which  impofed  an  oath  upon  the 
members  of  every  court-martial,  that  they  Ihould 
not,  on  any  account,  difclofe  the  opinions  or  tranf- 
adtions  of  any  fuch  tribunal.  This  w'as  confidered 
as  a fandtion,  under  which  any  court-martial  might 
commit  the  moft  flagrant  adls  of  injuftice  and  op- 
preffion,  which  even  Parliament  itfelf  could  not 
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j,  o o K redrcfs,  becaufe  it  would  be  impofTihle  to  afcertain 
the  truth,  eternally  fealed  up  bp  this  abfurd  obli- 
i74S.  gation.  The  anecndment  propofcd  was,  that  the 
members  of  a court-martial  might  reveal  the  tranf- 
a6lions  and  opinions  of  it,  in  all  cafes  wherein  the 
courts  of  iuftice,  as  the  law  now  Rands,  have  a right 
to  interfere,  if  required  thereto  by  either  Houfe  of 
jbarlianaent : a very  reafonable  mitigation,  which, 
however,  was  rejected  by  the  majoriry.  Neverthe- 
■jers,.the  iufpicion  of  an  intended  encroachment  had 
raifed  fiich  a clamour  without  doors,  and  diffufed 
tlie  odium  of  this  meafure  fo  generally,  that  the  mi- 
nifter  thought  proper  to  drop  the  projected  article  of 
war,  fubjecling  the  reformed  officers  of  the  navy  to 
the  iurifdiction  of  courts-martial ; and  the  bill  be- 
ing alfo  fbftened  in  other  particulars,  during  its  paf- 
fage  through  the  Upper  Houfe,  at  length  received 
the  royal  affent. 

§ IX.  The  flame  which  this  a6f  had  kindled, 
was  rather  increafed  than  abated  on  the  appearance 
of  anew’  mutiny-bill  replete  with  divers  innovations, 
tending  to  augment  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  as 
w^ell  as  the  authority  and  power  of  a mdlitary  ju- 
rifdiction.  All  the  articles  of  war  eftablifhed  fince 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  were  fubmitted  to 
the  infpedfion  of  the  Commons ; and  in  thefe  ap- 
peared a gradual  fpirit  of  encroachment,  almoft  im- 
perceptibly deviating  from  the  civil  inilitutes  of  the 
ilnglifla  conftitution,  towards  the  eflablilhment  of  a 
military  dominion.  By  this  new  bill  a power  was 
vefted  in  any  commander  in  chief,  to  revife  and 
corredt  any  legal  fentence  of  a court-martial,  by 
which  the  members  of  fuch  a court,  correfponding 
with  the  nature  of  a civil  jury,  were  rendered  abfo- 
lutely  ufelefs,  and  the  commander  in  a great  mea- 
Ture  abfoiute;  for  he  had  not  only  the  power  of  fum- 
moning  fuch  officers  as  he  might  choofe  to  fit  on 
any  trial,  a prerogative  unknown  to  any  civil  court 
pf  judicature  3 but  he  was  alfo  at  liberty  to  review 
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and  alter  the  fentcnce  ; fo  that  a man  was  fiibjedl  to  chap. 
two  trials  for  the  fame  offence,  and  the  commander  ^ 
in  chief  was  iudge  both  of  the  guilt  and  the  punifli- 
ment.  By  the  final  claufe  of  this  bill,  martial  law 
was  extended  to  all  officers  on  half-pay;  and  the 
fame  arguments  which  had  been  urged  againfi:  this 
article  in  the  navy  bill,  were  now  repeated  and  re- 
inforced with  redoubled  fervour.  Many  reafons  were 
offered  to  prove  that  the  half-pay  was  allotted  as  a 
recompence  for  paft  fervice  ; and  the  opponents  of 
the  bill  affirmed,  that  fuch  an  article,  by  augment- 
ing the  dependents  of  the  Crov/n,  might  be  very 
dangerous  to  the  conftitution.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  partifans  of  the  miniftry  afferted,  that  the  half- 
pay was  granted  as  a retaining  fee ; and  that  origi- 
nally all  thofe  who  enjoyed  this  indulgence  were 
deemed  to  be  in  actual  fervice,  confequently  fub- 
je6t  to  martial  law.  Mr.  Pitt,  who  at  this  time 
exercifed  the  office  of  Paymafter-General  with  a 
rigour  of  integrity  unknown  to  the  moft  difinterefted 
of  all  his  predeceffors  in  that  department,  efpoufed 
the  claufe  in  difpute,  as  a neceffary  extenfion  of  mi- 
litary difcipline,  which  could  never  be  ajitended  with 
any  bad  confequence  to  the  liberty  of  the  nation. 

The  remarks  which  he  made  on  this  occafion,  im- 
plied an  opinion  that  our  liberties  wholly  exifted  in 
dependence  upon  the  difcretionof  the  Sovereign,  and 
the  virtue  of  the  army.  “ To  that  virtue  (faid  he) 

“ we  truft  even  at  this  hour,  fmall  as  our  army  is— 

“ to  that  virtue  we  muff  have  trufted,  had  this  bill 
“ been  modelled  as  its  warmeff  oppofers  could  have 
wiflied  ; and  without  this  virtue,  llrould  the  Lords, 
the  Commons,  and  the  People  of  England  en- 
trench  themfelves  behind  parchment  up  to  the 
“ teeth,  the  fword  will  find  a paffage  to  the  vitals  of 
“ the  conftitution.”  All  the  difputed  articles  of  the 
bill  being  fuftained  on  the  ftioulders  of  a great  ma- 
jority, it  was  conveyed  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  where 
it  excited  another  violent  conteft.  Upon  the  quef- 
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BOOK  tion  whether  officers  on  half- pay  had  not  been  fub- 
je6t  to  martial  law,  the  judges  were  confulted  and 
J7^g,  divided  in  their  fentiments.  The  Earl  of  Bath  de- 
clared his  opinion,  that  martial  law  did  not  extend 
to  reformed  officers ; and  opened  all  the  fluices  of 
his  ancient  eloquence.  He  admitted  a cafe  which 
was  urged,  of  feven  officers  on  half-pay,  who,  being 
taken  in  a6lual  rebellion  at  Prefton,  in  the  year 
1715,  had  been  executed  on  the  fpot  by  martial  law, 

« in  confequence  of  the  King’s  exprefs  order.  He 
candidly  owned,  that  he  himfelf  was  Secretary  at 
War  at  that  period  ; that  he  had  approved  of  this 
order,  and  even  tranfmitted  it  to  General  Carpen- 
ter, who  commanded  at  Prefton ; but  now  his  opi- 
nion was  entirely  changed.  He  obferved,  that  when 
the  forcmentioned  rebellion  firft  broke  out,  the 
Houfe  prcfented  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  defiring 
his  Majefty  would  be  plealed  to  employ  all  half-pay 
officers,  and  gratify  them  with  whole  pay ; and,  in-, 
deed,  all  fuch  officers  were  voted  on  whole  pay,  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  They  were  afterwards 
appriied  of  this  vote,  by  an  advertifement  in  the 
Gazette,  and  ordered  to  hold  themfelves  in  readi- 
nefs  to  repair  to  fuch  places  as  fliould  be  appointed ; 
and  finally  commanded  to  repair  by  fuch  a day  to 
thofe  places,  on  pain  of  being  ftruck  oft'  the  half- 
pay lift,  Thefe  precautions  would  have  been  un- 
neceffiary,  had  they  been  deemed  fubjedt  to  martial 
law  5 and  the  penalty  for  non-obedience  would  not 
have  been  merely  a privation  of  their  penftons,  but 
they  w'ould  have  fallen  under  the  punifiimcnt  of 
death,  as  deferters  from  the  fervicc.  His  Lordftiip 
diftinguiffied,  with  great  propriety  and  precifion, 
between  a ftep  which  had  been  precipitately  taken  in 
a violent  criiis,  when  the  publick  was  heated  with 
apprehenfton  and  refentment,  and  a folemn  law 
concerted  at  leifure,  during  the  moft  profound  tran- 
quillity, Notwithftanding  the  fpirited  oppofttion  of 
this  nobleman,  and  fopae  attempts  to  infert  additional 
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daufes,  the  bill  having  undergone  a few  inconfider-  < 
able  amendments^  pafled  by  a very  confiderable 
majority. 

§ X.  Immediately  after  the  mutiny-bill  had  pafled 
the  Lower  Houfe,  another  fruitlefs  effort  was  made 
by  the  oppofition.  The  danger  of  a {landing  army, 
on  v/hofe  virtue  the  conftitution  of  Great-Britain 
feemed  to  depend,  did  not  fail  to  alarm  the  minds 
of  many  who  were  zealoufly  attached  to  the  liberties 
of  their  country,  and  gave  birth  to  a fcheme,  which, 
if  executed,  would  have  enabled  the  legiflature  to 
cflablifh  a militia  that  muft  have  anfwered  many 
national  purpofes,  and  aCled  as  a conlfitutional  buL 
wark  againil  the  excefies  and  ambition  of  a military 
(landing  force,  under  the  immediate  influence  of 
government.  The  fcheme  which  patriotifm  con- 
ceived, was,  in  all  probability,  adopted  by  party.  A 
bill  was  brought  in,  limiting  the  time  beyond  which 
no  foldier,  or  non-com milTioned  officer,  fhould  be 
compelled  to  continue  in  the  fervice.  Had  this 
limitation  taken  place,  fuch  a rotation  of  foldiers 
would  have  enfued  among  the  common  people,  that 
in  a few  years  every  peafant,  labourer,  and  inferior 
tradefman  in  the  kingdom  would  have  underflood 
the  exercife  of  arms  : and  perhaps  the  people  in  ge- 
neral would  have  concluded  that  a (landing  army 
was  altogether  unneceifary.  A projcdl  of  this  na- 
ture could  not,  for  obvious  reafons,  be  agreeable  to 
the  adminiflration,  and  therefore  the  bill  was  ren- 
dered abortive ; for,  after  having  been  twice  read, 
it  v/as  poflponed  from  time  to  time,  till  the  Parlia- 
ment was  prorogued,  and  never  appeared  in  the 
fequel.  Such  were  the  chief  fubjetls  of  debate  be- 
tween the  miniftry  and  the  oppofltion,  compofed, 
as  we  have  already  obferved,  of  the  Prince’s  fer- 
vants  and  the  remains  of  the  country  party,  this  laft 
being  headed  by  Lord  Strange,  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
].)efby,  and  Sir  Francis  Daflrwood ; the  former,  a 
iiobieman  of  diftinguiflied  abilities,  keen,  penetra- 
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^ ting,  eloquent,  and  fagacious ; the  other  frank,  fpL 
rited,  and  fcnfible. 

§ XT.  It  nniifi:  be  owned,  however,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  miniftry,  that,  if  they  carried  a few  un- 
popular rneafures  with  a high  hand,  they  feemed 
earneftly  defirous  of  making  amends  to  the  nation, 
by  promoting  divers  regulations  for  the  benefit  and 
improvement  of  commerce,  which  aftually  took 
place  in  the  enfuing  feffion  of  Parliament.  One  of 
the  principal  objedfs  of  this  nature  which  fell  under 
their  cognizance,  was  the  trade  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea; 
a very  important  branch  of  traffick,  whether  confi- 
dered  as  a market  for  Britifli  manufadlures,  or  as 
the  fource  that  fupplied  the  Englifh  plantations  with 
negroes.  This  was  originally  monopolifed  by  a 
joint- ftock  company,  which  had  from  time  to  time 
derived  confiderable  fums  from  the  legillature,  for 
enabling  them  the  better  to  fuppoit  certain  forts  or 
caftles  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to  facilitate  the  com- 
merce and  protedl  the  merchants.  In  the  fequel, 
however,  the  excluhve  privilege  having  been  judged 
prejudicial  to  the  national  trade,  the  coaft  was  laid 
open  to  all  Britifti  iubjedts  indifcriminately,  on  con- 
dition of  their  paying  a certain  duty  towards  defray-^ 
ing  the  expence  of  the  forts  and  fadtories.  This 
expedient  did  not  anfv/er  the  purpofes  for  which  it 
had  been  contrived.  The  feparate  traders,  inftead 
of  receiving  any  benefit  from  the  protedlion  of  the 
company,  induftrioufiy  avoided  their  caftles,  as  the 
receptacles  of  tyranny  and  opprefTion.  The  com- 
pany, whether  from  the  inifconduct  or  knavery  of 
their  diredtors,  contracted  luch  a load  of  debts  as 
their  ftock  was  unable  to  dlfcharge.  They  feemed 
to  negledt  the  traffick  and  allowed  the  caftles  to 
vdecay.  In  a word,  their  credit  being  exhaiifted, 
and  their  creditors  growing  clamorous,  they  pre- 
fcnted  a petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  dif- 
clofing  their  diftrcftes,  and  imploring  fuch  aftiftance 
as  Ihould  enable  them  not  only  to  pay  their  debts. 
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but  alfo  to  maintain  the  forts  in  a defenfible  condition.  CHAP. 
I'his  petition,  recoinincnded  to  the  Houfe  in  a mef-  ^ 

fagefrom  this  Majefiy,  was  corroborated  by  another 
in  behalf  of  the  company’s  creditors.  Divers  mer- 
chants of  London,  interefced  in  the  trade  to  Africa 
and  the  Britifli  plantations  in  America,  petitioned 
the  Lloufe,  that,  as  the  African  trade  was  of  the  iit- 
moft  importance  to  the  nation,  and  could  not  be 
fupported  without  forts  and  fettlements,  fome  effec- 
tual means  fhouid  be  fpeedily  taken  for  protecting 
and  extending  this  valuable  branch  of  commerce. 

A fourth  was  offered  by  the  merchants  of  Idverpool, 
reprefenting,  that  the  fecurity  and  prote6tion  of  the 
trade  to  Africa  muft  always  principally  depend  upon 
his  Majefly’s  fliips  of  war  being  properly  ftationed 
on  that  coafl,  and  feafonably  relieved  ; and  that  fuch 
forts  and  fettlements  as  might  be  judged  neceffary 
for  marks  of  fovereignty  and  poffeffion,  would  prove 
a nuifance  and  a burthen  to  the  trade,  fliould  they 
remain  in  the  hands  of  any  joint-flock  company, 
whofe  private  intereft  always  had  been,  and  ever 
would  be,  found  incomipatible  with  the  intereft  of 
the  feparate  and  open  trader.  They  therefore  pray- 
ed, that  the  laid  forts  might  either  be  taken  into  his 
Majefty’s  immediate  pofteftion,  and  fupported  by 
the  publick,  or  committed  to  the  merchants  trading 
on  that  coaft,  in  fuch  a manner  as  the  Houfe  fliould 
judge  expedient,  without  vefting  in  them  any  other 
advantage,  or  right  to  the  commerce,  but  what  fhouid 
be  common  to  all  his  Majefty’s  fubjecfts.  This 
remonftrance  was  fucceeded  by  another,  to  the  fame 
effect,  from  the  mafter,  wardens,  affiftants,  and 
commonalty  of  the  fociety  of  merchant  adventurers 
within  the  city  of  Briftol.  All  thefe  petitions  were 
referred  to  a committee  appointed  to  deliberate  on 
this  fubjecft ; who  agreed  to  certain  refolutions,  im- 
jilying.  That  the  trade  to  Africa  fliould  be  free  and 
open  ; That  the  Britifti  forts  and  fettlements  on  that 
coaft  ought  to  be  maintained,  and  put  under  proper 
2 dire(ftion  5 
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BOOK  direction  ; and,  That,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  Afri- 
can  trade  in  the  moft  beneficial  manner  to  thefe 
kingdoms,  all  the  Britifh  fubjeds  trading  to  Africa 
llioiild  be  united  in  one  open  company,  without 
any  ioint-ftock,  or  power  to  trade  as  a corporation. 
A biii  was  immediately  founded  on  thefe  refolutions, 
which  alarmed  the  company  to  fuch  a degree,  that 
they  had  recourfe  to  another  petition,  demonftrating 
their  right  to  the  coail  of  Africa,  and  expreffing 
their  reliance  on  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe,  that  they 
flaould  not  be  deprived  of  their  property  without  an 
adequate  confideration.  In  a few  days  a lecond  ad- 
drels  was  offered  by  their  creditors,  complaining  of 
the  Company’s  mifmanagement,  promifing  to  fur- 
render  their  right,  as  the  wifdom  of  Parliannent 
Ihould  prefcribe ; praying  that  their  debts  might  be 
enquired  into  ; and  that  the  equivalent  to  be  granted 
for  the  Company’s  pofiTeflions  irnght  be  fecured  and 
applied,  in  the  firfl:  place,  for  their  benefit.  The 
Commons,  in  confequence  of  this  petition,  ordered 
the  Company  to  produce  a lift  of  their  debts,  to- 
gether with  a copy  of  their  charter,  and  two  remon- 
lirances,  which  their  creditors  had  prefented  to  them 
before  this  application  to  Parliament.  A committee 
of  the  whole  Ploufe,  having  deliberated  on  thefe 
papers  and  petitions,  and  heard  the  company  by 
their  counfel,  refolved  to  give  them  a reafonable 
compenfation  for  their  charter,  lands,  forts,  fettle- 
ments,  flaves,  and  eftedls,  to  be,  in  the  firft  place, 
applied  towards  the  payment  of  their  creditors.  A 
bill  being  formed  accordingly,  palled  the  Commons, 
and  was  conveyed  to  the  Upper  Ploufc,  where  a 
great  many  cbjedfions  vrere  ftarted ; and  for  the 
prefent  it  was  dropped,  until  a more  unexception** 
able  plan  fiiould  be  concerted.  In  the  mean  time 
their  Lordlhips  addrefted  his  Majefty,  That  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations  might 
be  diredted  to  prepare  a fcheme  on  this  fubjedf,  to 
be  laid  before  both  Pioufes  of  Parliament  at  the  be- 
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ginning  of  next  fefTion  ; That  inftant  orders  fliould  C H A P. 
be  given  for  preferving  and  fecuring  the  forts  and 
iettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea  belonging  to 
Great-Britain ; and,  That  proper  perfons  ihould  be 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  thofe 
forts,  as  well  as  of  the  military  ftores,  (laves,  and 
veffels  belonging  to  the  African  company,  fo  as  to 
make  a faithful  report  of  thefe  particulars,  with  all 
poflible  expedition. 

§ XII.  The  miniftry  having  profelTed  an  inclina- 
tion, and  indeed  lliown  a difpofition,  to  promote 
and  extend  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom,  the 
Commons  refolved  to  take  fome  Reps  for  encoura- 
ging the  white  fifliery  along  the  northern  coaft  of  the 
ifland,  which  is  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  wealth  to 
our  induflrious  neighbours  the  Dutch,  who  employ 
annually  a great  number  of  hands  and  vellels  in  this  . 
branch  of  commerce.  The  fenfible  part  of  the  Bri^ 
tidi  people,  refledting  on  this  lubjeA,  plainly  fore- 
faw  that  a Hdiery  under  due  regulations,  undertaken 
with  the  proteclion  and  encouragement  of  the  legif- 
iature,  would  not  only  prove  a fund  of  national 
riches,  and  a nurfery  of  feamen ; but  likewiie,  in  a 
great  meafure,  prevent  any  future  infurreftions  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  by  diffufmg  a fpirit  of 
induftry  among  the  natives  of  that  country,  who, 
finding  it  in  their  power  to  become  independent,  on 
the  fruits  of  their  own  labour,  would  foon  infranchile 
themfelves  from  that  flavifh  attachment,  by  which 
they  had  been  fo  long  connedled  with  their  landlords 
and  chieftains.  Accordingly,  a committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  deliberate  on  the  ftate  of  the  Eritifh 
fifhery  ; and  upon  their  report  a bill  was  founded  for 
encouraging  the  whale  fifliery  on  the  coaft  of  Spitf- 
bergen,  by  a bounty  of  forty  fhillings  per  ton  for 
every  fliip  equipped  for  that  undertaking.  The 
bill  having  made  its  way  through  both  Houles,  and 
obtained  the  royal  aftent,  the  mercliants  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  particularly  in  North-Eritain, 

began 
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BOOK  began  to  build  and  fit  out  fhips  of  great  burthen^ 

^ . and  peculiar  llru6lure,  for  the  purpofes  of  that 

,748.  fiflaery,  whichever  fince  hath  been  carried  on  with 
equal  vigour  and  fuccefs.  Divers  merchants  and 
traders  of  London  having  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  a petition,  reprefenting  the  benefits 
that  would  accrue  to  the  community  from  a herring 
and  cod  fifhery,  ellabliflaed  on  proper  principles, 
and  carried  on  with  (kill  and  integrity,  this  remon- 
ftrance  was  referred  to  a committee,  upon  whofe  re- 
folutions  a bill  was  formed;  but,  before  this  could 
be  difculTed  in  the  Houfe,  the  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued, and  of  confequence  this  meafure  proved 
abortive. 

§ XIII.  The  next  regulation  propofed  in  favour  of 
trade,  was  that  of  laying  open  the  commerce  of 
Hudfon’s-Bay,  in  the  molt  northern  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, where  a fmall  monopoly  maintained  a few 
forts  and  fettlements,  and  profecuted  a very  advan- 
tageous fur-trade  with  the  Indians  of  that  continent. 
It  was  fuggelled,  that  the  company  had  long  ago 
enriched  theiTifelves  by  their  exclufive  privilege ; 
that  they  employed  no  more  than  four  annual  fliips; 
that,  contrary  to  an  exprefs  injunftion  in  their  chater, 
they  difeouraged  all  attempts  to  difeover  a north- 
well  pafiage  to  the  PZaft-Indies;  that  they  dealt 
cruelly  and  perfidioufly  with  the  poor  Indians,  who 
never  traded  with  them,  except  when  compelled  by 
necefiity,  lb  that  the  bed  part  of  the  fur-trade  had 
devolved  to  the  enemies  of  Great-Britain;  and  that 
their  exclufive  patent  reftrided  to  very  narrow  limits 
a branch  of  commerce,  which  might  be  cultivated 
to  a prodigious  extent,  as  well  as  to  the  infinite  ad- 
vantage of  Great-Britain.  Petitions,  that  the  trade 
ot  Hudfon's-Bay  might  be  laid  open,  were  pre- 
fented to  the  Ploufe  by  the  merchants  of  London, 
Great  Yarmouth,  and  Wolverhampton;  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  deliberate  upon  this 
fubjebt.  On  the  other  hand,  the  company  exerted 
' themfelves 
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themfclves  In  petitions  and  private  applications  for  CHAP 
their  own  prefervation.  The  committee  exannined  ^ 
many  papers  and  records  ; and  the  report  was  taken 
into  confideration  by  the  whole  Houfe.  Many 
evidences  were  interrogated,  and  elaborate  fpeeches 
made,  on  both  Tides  of  the  queftion.  At  length  the 
majority  feemed  fatisfied  that  the  traffick  on  the 
coaft  of  Hudfon’s-Bay  could  not  be  preferved  with- 
out forts  and  fettlements,  which  muft  be  maintained 
either  by  an  exclufive  company,  or  at  the  publick 
expence ; and,  as  this  was  not  judged  a proper 
juncture  to  encumber  the  nation  with  any  charge  of 
that  kind,  the  defign  of  diflfolving  the  company  was 
laid  afide  till  a more  favourable  opportunity. 

§ XIV.  The  government  had,  during  the  war, 
found  great  difficulty  in  preffiing  men  for  the  fervice 
of  the  navy — a pra6lice,  which,  however  fan6lioned 
by  neceffity,  is  neverthelefs  a flagrant  encroachment 
on  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  and  a violent  outrage 
againfl:  the  conftitution  of  Great-Britain.  The  mi- 
niftry,  therefore,  had  employed  fome  of  their  agents 
to  form  a fcheme  for  retaining  in  time  of  peace, 
by  means  of  a certain  "allowance,  a number  of  fea- 
inen,  who  fliould  be  regiftered  for  the  purpofe,  and 
be  ready  to  man  a fquadron  upon  any  emergency. 

Such  a plan,  properly  regulated,  would  have  beea 
a great  advantage  to  commerce,  v/hich  is  always 
diflrelfed  by  the  pra£lice  of  preffiing  feamen ; and, 
at  the  fame  time,  a great  fecurity  to  the  kingdom 
in  dangerous  conjun£l;ures,  when  it  may  be  neceffiary 
to  equip  an  armament  at  a minute’s  warning.  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  being  moved  upon  this  fubjefb, 
agreed  to  divers  refolutions,  as  a foundation  for  the 
bill ; but  the  members  in  the  oppofition  affeding  to’ 
reprefent  this  meafure  in  an  odious  light,  as  an 
imitation  of  the  French  method  of  regiftering  fea- 
men without  their  own  confent,  Mr.  Pelham  drop- 
ped it,  as  an  unpopular  projed. 
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BOOK  § XV.  Information  having  been  received,  thaf 
. the  French  intended  to  fettle  the  neutral  iQands  of 


St.  Lucia,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  the  nation  had  taken  the  alarm  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year;  and  a motion  was  made 
in  the  Floufe  of  Commons  to  addrefs  his  Majefty, 
that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  direftions 
for  laying  before  the  Houle  copies  of  the  inftruClions 
given  to  the  governors  of  Barbadoes  for  ten  years 
laft  paft,  lb  hir  as  they  related  to  thefe  neutral  iQands: 
but  whether  the  minifter  was  confeious  of  a negleft 
in  this  particular,  or  thought  fuch  enquiries  trenched 
upon  the  prerogative,  he  oppofed  the  motion  with 
ail  his  might;  and,  after  fome  debate,  the  previous 
queftion  pafted  in  the  negative.  This  was  alfo  the 
fate  of  another  motion  made  by  the  Earl  of  E — t for 
an  addrefs,  entreating  his  Majefty  would  fubmit  to 
the  infpedlion  of  the  Houfe  all  the  propofals  of 
peace  that  had  been  made  by  the  French  King  fince 
the  year  which  preceded  the  laft  rebellion,  to  that 
in  which  the  definitive  treaty  was  concluded  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle.  This  they  propofed  as  a previous  Hep 
to  the  Parliament’s  forming  any  opinion  concerning 
the  utility  or'necelTity  of  the  peace  which  had  been 
eftablilbed.  Violent  debates  enfued,  in  which  the 
oppofition  was  as  much  excelled  in  oratory  as  out- 
numbered in  votes.  Such  were  the  material  tranf- 
adlions  of  this  felTion,  which  in  the  month  of  June 
was  clofed  as  ufual  with  a fpeech  from  the  throne; 
in  which  his  Majefty  fignified  his  hope,  that  the 
Parliament,  at  their  next  meeting,  would  be  able 
to  perfed  what  they  had  now  begun  for  advancing 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom.  He  like- 
wife  exprelled  his  fatisfadion  at  feeing  publick  credit 
fiourifh  at  the  end  of  an  expenfive  war ; and  recom- 
mended unanimity,  as  the  fureft  bulwark  of  national 
fecurity. 

§ XVI.  While  the  miniftry,  on  fome  occafions, 
exhibited  ail  die  external  figns  of  moderation  and 
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good  humour ; they,  on  other,  manifefted  a fpirk  chap. 
ofjealoufy  and  relentment,  which  feems  to  have  ^ ^ 

been  childifh  and  illil)eral.  Two  or  three  young 
riotous  ftudents  at  Oxford,  trained  up  in  prejudice, 
and  heated  with  intemperance,  uttered  fome  exprel- 
fions  over  their  cups,  implying  their  attachment  to 
the  family  of  the  pretender.  The  report  of  this 
indifcretion  was  induftrioufly  circulated  by  certain 
worthlefs  individuals,  who,  having  no  reliance  on 
their  own  intrinfick  merit,  hoped  to  difbinguifii 
themfelves  as  the  tools  of  party,  and  to  obtain  favour 
with  the  miniftry  by  afting  as  voluntiers  in  the  in- 
famous pradtice  of  information.  Though  neither 
the  age,  rank,  nor  connexions  of  the  delinquents 
were  fuch  as  ought  to  have  attracted  the  notice  of 
the  publick,  the  Vice-Chancellor,  heads  of  houfes 
and  prodtors  of  the  univerfity,  knowing  the  invi- 
dious fcrutiny  to  which  their  condudl  was  fubjedted, 
thought  proper  to  publifh  a declaration,  fignifying 
their  abhorrence  of  all  feditious  pradlices,  their  de- 
termined refolution  to  punifh  ail  offenders  to  the 
utmoll  feverity  and  rigour  of  the  ftatutes ; and  con- 
taining peremptory  orders  for  the  regulation  of  the 
univerfity.  Notwithftanding  thefe  wife  and  falutary 
precautions,  the  three  boys,  who  in  the  heat  of  their 
intoxication,  had  drunk  the  Pretender’s  health, 
were  taken  into  cuftody  by  a meffenger  of  State ; 
and  two  of  them  being  tried  in  the  court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  and  found  guilty,  were  fentenced  to  walk 
through  the  courts  of  Weftminfter,  with  a fpecifica- 
tion  of  their  crime  ffxed  to  their  foreheads;  to  pay 
a ffne  of  five  nobles  each;  to  be  imprifoaed  for  two 
years,  and  find  fecurity  for  their  good  behaviour 
for  the  term  of  feven  years  after  their  enlargement. 

Many  people  thought  they  faw  the  proceedings  of 
the  ffar-chamber  revived  in  the  feverity  of  this 
punifiiment.  The  adminiftration,  not  yet  fatisfied 
with  the  vengeance  which  had  been  taken  on  thefe 
three  ffriplings,  feemed  determined  to  ffismatize 
VoL.  IIL  S " the 
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BOOK  the  univeiTity  to  which  they  belonged.  The  cry  of 
Jacobitifm  was  loudly  trumpeted  againft  the  whole 
community.  The  addrefs  of  the  univerfity,  con- 
gratulating his  Majefty  on  the  eftablifhment  of  peace, 
was  rejefled  with  difdain,  and  an  attempt  was  made 
to  fubjedt  their  flatutes  to  the  infpedbion  of  the 
King’s  council ; but  this  rule,  being  argued  in  the 
court  of  King’s-Bench,  was  difmiffed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  opinions  given  by  the  judges.  Finally, 
the  fame  tribunal  granted  an  information  againft 
Dr.  Purnel,  the  Vice-Chancellor,  for  his  behaviour 
in  the  cafe  of  the  rioters  above-mentioned  : but  this 
was  countermanded  in  the  fequel,  his  condudl  ap- 
pearing unexceptionable  upon  a more  cool  and  im- 
partial enquiry, 

§ XVII.  In  proportion  as  Oxford  declined,  her 
filler  univerfity  rofe  in  the  favour  of  the  adminillra- 
tion,  which  llie  at  this  period  cultivated  by  an  ex- 
traordinary mark  of  compliance  and  attachment. 
The  dignity  of  Chancellor  of  the  univerfity  being 
vacated  by  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  the 
nation  in  general  feemed  to  think  it  would  naturally 
devolve  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  a compliment 
at  all  times  due  to  that  rank ; but  more  efpecially 
to  the  then  heir  apparent,  who  had  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  the  virtues  of  a patriot  and  a 
Prince.  He  had  even  pleafed  himfelf  with  the  hope 
of  receiving  this  mark  of  attachment  fimm  a feminary 
for  which  he  entertained  a particular  regard.  But 
the  ruling  members,  feeing  no  immediate  profped 
of  advantage  in  glorifying  even  a Prince,  who  was 
at  variance  with  the  minillry,  wifely  turned  their 
eves  upon  the  illullrious  charadler  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftie,  whom  they  eledled  without  oppofition, 
and  inflalled  with  great  magnificence;  learning, 
poetry,  and  eloquence,  joining  their  efforts  in  ce- 
lebrating the  fliining  virtues  and  extraordinary  talents 
of  their  new  patron.- 
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§ XVIII.  Although  oppofition  lay  gafping  at  the  CHAP, 
feet  of  power  in  the  Moule  of  Commons,  the  people  ^ 
of  England  did  not  yet  implicitly  approve  all  the 
meafures  of  the  adminiftration;  and  the  dregs  of 
fadtion,  ftill  agitated  by  an  internal  ferment,  threvv 
up  foime  ineffedbuai  bubbles  in  different  parts  of  the 
kinsfdom.  Some  of  thofe  who  made  no  fecret  of 
their  difaffedlion  to  the  reigning  family  determined 
to  manifeft  their  refentment  and  contempt  of  cer- 
tain noblemen,  and  others,  who  were  faid  to  have 
abandoned  their  ancient  principles,  and  to  have 
iacrified  their  confciences  to  their  intereft.  Many 
individuals,  animated  by  the  fumes  of  inebriation, 
now  loudly  extolled  that  caufe  which  they  durfc  not 
avow  when  it  required  their  open  approbation  and 
affiftance  j and,  though  they  induftrioufly  avoided 
expofing  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  chance  of 
war  in  promoting  their  favourite  intereft  when  there 
was  a polTibility  of  fuccefs,  they  betrayed  no  appre- 
henfion  in  celebrating  the  memory  of  its  lafc  effort, 
amidft  the  tumult  of  a riot,  and  the  clamours  of 
intemperance.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Lichfield 
the  fportfmen  of  the  party  appeared  in  the  Highland 
tafte  of  variegated  drapery ; and  their  zeal  defcend- 
ing  to  a very  extraordinary  exhibition  of  pradfical 
ridicule,  they  hunted,  with  hounds  clothed  in  plaid, 
a fox  dreffed  in  a red  uniform.  Even  the  females 
at  their  affembly,  and  the  gentlemen  at  the  races, 
affedted  to  wear  the  checquered  ftuff  by  which  the 
Prince  Pretender  and  his  follow^ers  had  been  difiin- 
guiihed.  Divers  noblemen  on  the  courfe  were  in- 
fulted  as  apoftates ; and  one  perfonage,  of  high 
rank,  is  faid  to  have  undergone  a very  difagreeable  ' 
flagellation. 

§ XIX.  As  the  publick  generally  fuffers  at  the 
end  of  a v/ar,  by  the  hidden  difmiffion  of  a great 
number  of  foldiers  and  feamen,  who,  having  con- 
tradted  a habit  of  idlenefs,  and  finding  themfelves 
without  employment  and  the  means  of  fubfiftance, 
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BOOK  engage  in  defperate  courfes,  and  prey  upon  the 
community,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  provide  an 
opening,  through  which  thefe  unquiet  fpirits  might 
exhale  without  damage  to  the  commonwealth.  The 
moft  natural  was  that  of  encouraging  them  to  be- 
come members  of  a new  colony  in  North  America, 
which,  by  being  properly  regulated,  fupported, 
and  improved,  might  be  the  fource  of  great  advan- 
tages to  its  mother  country.  Many  difputes  had 
arifen  between  the  fubjedls  of  England  and  France, 
concerning  the  limits  of  Nova- Scotia,  which  no 
treaty  had  as  yet  properly  afcertained.  A fort  had 
been  raifed,  and  a fmall  garrifon  maintained,  by  the 
King  of  Great-Britain,  at  a part  of  this  very  country, 
called  Annapolis-Royal,  to  over-awe  the  French 
neutrals  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood  : but  this  did 
' not  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intended. 
Upon  every  rupture  or  difpute  between  the  two 
crowns,  thefe  planters,  forgetting  their  neutrality, 
intrigued  with  the  Indians,  communicated  intelli- 
gence to  their  own  countrymen,  fettled  at  St.  John’s 
and  Cape-Brcton,  and  did  all  the  ill-offices  their 
hatred  could  fuggefl:  againft  the  colonies  and  fubjefts 
of  Great-Britain.  A fcheme  was  now  formed  for 
making  a new  eftabliffiment  on  the  fame  peninfula, 
which  fhould  further  confirm  and  extend  the  pro- 
perty and  dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain 
in  that  large  trad!  of  country,  clear  the  uncultivated 
grounds,  conftitute  communities,  diffufe  the  bene- 
fits of  population  and  agriculture,  and  improve  the 
fiffiery  of  that  coaft,  which  might  be  rendered  a new 
fource  of  wealth  and  commerce  to  Old  England. 
The  particulars  of  the  plan  being  duely  confidered, 
it  was  laid  before  his  Majefty,  who  approved  of  the 
defign,  and  referred  the  execution  of  it  to  the  board 
of  trade  and  plantations,  over  which  the  Earl  of 
Hallifax  prefided.  This  nobleman,  endued  by 
nature  with  an  excellent  capacity,  which  had  been 
diligently  and  judicioufly  cultivated,  animated  with 
3 liberal 
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liberal  fentiments,  and  fired  with  an  eager  fpirit  of  chap. 
patriotifm,  adopted  the  plan  with  the  mofl  gene-  , 

rolls  ardour,  and  chcriflied  the  infant  colony  with 
paternal  afFedtion.  The  commiffioners  for  trade 
and  plantations  immediately  advertifed,  under  the 
fandlion  of  his  Majefty’s  authority.  That  proper 
encouragement  would  be  given  to  fuch  of  the 
officers  and  private  men,  lately  difmiffed  from  the 
land  and  fea-fervice,  as  were  willing  to  fettle,  with 
or  without  families,  in  the  province  of  Nova-Scotia: 

That  the  fee-fimple,  or  perpetual  property,  of  fifty 
acres  of  land  ffiould  be  granted  to  every  private 
foldier  or  feaman,  free  from  the  payment  of  any 
quit-rents  or  taxes,  for  the  term  of  ten  years; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  no  perfon  ffiould  pay 
more  than  one  ffiilling  per  annum  for  every  fifty 
aCi-es  fo  granted:  That,  over  and  above  thefe  fifty, 
each  perfon  fliould  receive  a grant  of  ten  acres  for 
every  individual,  including  women  and  children, 
of  which  his  family  fliould  confifi; : That  further 
grants  fiiould  be  made  to  them  as  the  number  ffiould 
increafe,  and  in  proportion  as  they  ffiould  manifeft 
their  abilities  in  agriculture : That  every  officer, 
under  the  rank  of  enfign  in  the  land-iervice,  or 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  ffiould  be  gratified  with  four- 
fcore  acres  on  the  fame  conditions : That  two  hun- 
dred acres  fliould  be  bellowed  upon  enfigns,  three 
hundred  upon  lieutenants,  four  hundred  upon  cap- 
tains, and  fix  hundred  on  every  officer  above  that 
degree,  with  proportionable  confiderations  for  the 
number  and  increafe  of  every  family : That  the  lands 
fliould  be  parcelled  out  as  foon  as  poffible  after  the 
arrival  of  the  colonifts,  and  a civil  government 
efliabliffieil ; by  virtue  of  which  they  ffiould  enjoy 
all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  Britifli  fubjefts, 
with  proper  fecurity  and  protedion;  That  the 
fcttlers,  with  their  families,  ffiould  be  conveyed  to 
Nova-Scotia,  and  maintained  for  twelve  months 
after  their  arrival  at  the  expence  of  the  government ; 
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BOOK  which  fhoiild  alfo  liipply  them  with  arms  and  am- 
munition,  as  far  as  fliould  be  judged  neceffary  for 


their  defence,  with  proper  materials  and  utenfils  for 
clearing  and  cultivating  their  lands,  ere61:ing  habi- 
tations, exercifing  the  fifhery,  and  fuch  other  pur- 
pofes  as  fliould  be  judged  neceflary  from  their  fup- 
port. 

§ XX.  The  fcheme  was  fo  feafible,  and  the  en- 
couragement fo  inviting,  that  in  a little  time  about 
four  thoufand  adventures,  .with  their  families,  were 
entered,  according  to  the  dire61;ions  of  the  board  of 
trade,  who  in  the  beginning  of  May  fet  fail  from 
England,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Cornwallis, 
whom  the  King  had  appointed  their  governor,  and 
towards  the  latter  end  of  June  arrived  at  the  place 
of  their  deftinarion,  which  was  the  harbour  of  Che- 
bu^lou,  on  the  fea-coafl  of  the  peninfula,  about 
midw'ay  between  Cape  Can^'eau  and  Cape  Sable. 
It  is  one  of  the  moll  fecure  and  commodious  havens 
in  the  whole  world,  and  well  fituated  for  the  fifliery : 
yet  the  climate  is  cold,  the  foil  barren,  and  the 
whole  country  covered  with  w^oods  of  birch,  fir, 
pine,  and  fome  oak,  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  timber; 
but  at  the  fame  time  extremely  difficult  to  remove 
and  extirpate.  Governor  Cornwallis  no  fooner  ar- 
rived in  this  harbour  than  he  was  joined  by  two 
regiments  of  infantry  from  Cape  Breton,  and  a 
company  of  rangers  from  Annapolis.  Then  he 
pitched  upon  a fpot  for  the  fettlement,  and  employed 
his  people  in  clearing  the  ground  for  laying  the 
foundations  of  a town ; but  fome  inconveniencies 
being  difeovered  in  this  fituation,  he  chofe  another 
to  the  northward,  hard  by  the  harbour,  on  an  eafy 
afeent,  commanding  a profpedl  of  the  whole  penin- 
fula, and  well  fupplied  with  rivulets  of  frefli  and 
wholcfome  water.  Here  he  began  to  build  a town 
on  a regular  plan,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Hallifax,  in  honour  of  the  nobleman  who  had  the 
greatell  flaare  in  founding  the  colony ; and  before 
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the  approach  of  winter  above  three  hundred  com-  C ii  A P. 
fortable  wooden  houfes  were  built,  the  whole  fur-  . , 


rounded  by  a fbrong  pailifade.  This  colony,  how-  ,-^.8. 
ever,  has  by  no  means  anfwered  the  fanguine  ex- 
pectations of  the  projectors;  for,  notwithftanding 
the  ardour  with  which  the  interefts  of  it  were  pro- 
moted by  its  noble  patron,  and  the  repeated  indul- 
gence it  has  reaped  from  the  bounty  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  the  inhabitants  have  made  little  or  no  progrefs 
in  agriculture  : the  fidiery  is  altogether  negleCted, 
and  the  fettlement  entirely  fubfifts  on  the  fums 
expended  by  the  individuals  of  the  army  and  navy, 
whofe  duty  obliges  them  to  refidc  in  this  part  of 
North- America. 

§ XXL  The  eftablifhment  of  fuch  a powerful 
colony  in  Nova-Scotia  could  not  fail  giving  um- 
brage to  the  French  in  that  neighbourhood,  who, 
though  they  did  not  think  proper  to  promulgate  their 
jealoufy  and  difguft,  ncverthelefs  employed  their 
emiflaries  clandeftinely  in  ftimulating  and  exciting 
the  Indians  to  harrafs  the  Colonifts  with  hoftillties, 
in  fuch  a manner  as  fitould  elfeClually  hinder  them 
from  extending  their  plantations,  and  perhaps  induce 
them  to  abandon  the  iettlement.  Nor  was  this  the 
only  part  of  America  in  which  the  French  Court 
countenanced  fuch  perfidious  practices.  More  than 
ever  convinced  of  the  importance  of  a confiderable 
navy,  and  an  extenfive  plantation  trade,  they  not 
only  exerted  uncommon  induftry  in  re-eftablifliing 
their  marine,  which  had  fuffered  fo  feverely  during 
the  war ; but  they  refolved,  if  pofiible,  to  extend 
their  plantations  in  the  Weft-Indies,  by  fettling  the 
neutral  ifiands,  which  we  have  already  mentioned. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  governor  of  Bar- 
badoes,  having  received  intelligence  that  the  French 
had  begun  to  fettle  the  ifiand  of  Tobago,  lent  Cap- 
tain Tyrrel  thither  in  a frigate,  to  learn  the  parti- 
culars. That  officer  found  above  three  hundred 
men  already  landed,  fecured  by  two  batteries  and 
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BOOK  two  fhips  of  war,  and  in  daily  expe6lation  of  a fur- 
tlier  reinforcement  from  the  Marquis  de  Caylus, 
1748*  governor  of  Martinique  ; who  had  publifhed  an  or- 
donnance,  authorifing  the  fubjeccs  of  the  French 
King  to  fettle  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  and  promifing 
to  defend  them  from  the  attempts  of  all  their  ene- 
mies. This  aflurance  was  in  anfwer  to  a proclama- 
tion ifilied  by  Mr.  Grenville,  governor  of  Barba- 
does,  and  fluck  up  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland, 
commanding  all  the  inhabitants  to  remove,  in  thirty 
days,  on  pain  of  undergoing  military  execution. 
Captain  Tyrrel,  wdth  a fpirit  that  became  a Com- 
mander in  the  Britifh  navy,  gave  the  French  officers 
to  underftand,  that  his  Moll  Chriflian  Majefty  had 
no  right  to  fettle  the  ifland,  which  was  declared  neu- 
tral by  treaties ; and  that,  if  they  would  not  defift, 
he  fhould  be  obliged  to  employ  force  in  driving 
them  from  their  new  fettlement.  Night  coming  on, 
and  Mr.  Tyrrefs  fliip  falling  to  leeward,  the  French 
Captains  feifed  that  opportunity  of  failing  to  Mar- 
tinique ; and  next  day  the  Englifh  Commander  re- 
turned to  Barbadoes,  having  no  power  to  commit 
hoftilities.  Thefe  tidings,  with  a copy  of  the  French 
' , governor’s  ordonnance,  were  no  fooner  tranfmitted 
to  the  miniflry  than  they  difpatched  a courier  to  the 
Englifh  Envoy  at  Paris,  with  diredlions  to  make  re- 
prefentations  to  the  Court  of  Verfailles  on  this  fub- 
je6l.  The  miniftry  of  Erance,  knowing  they  were 
in  no  condition  to  fupport  the  confequences  of  an 
immediate  rupture,  and  underftandifig  how  much 
the  merchants  and  people  of  Great- Britain  were 
alarmed  and  incenfed  at  their  attempts  to  pofTefs 
thefe  iflands,  thought  proper  to  difown  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Marquis  de  Caylus,  and  to  grant  the 
fatisfadlion  that  was  demanded,  by  fending  him  or- 
ders to  difcontinue  the  fettlement,  and  evacuate  the 
ifland  of  Tobago.  At  the  fame  time,  however,  that 
the  Court  of  Verfailles  made  this  facrifice  for  the 
fatisfadlion  of  England,  the  Marquis  de  Puyfieux, 
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the  French  minifter,  obferved  to  the  Englifh  refi-  ( 
dent,  that  France  was  undoubtedly  in  pofieflion  of 
that  ifland  towards  the  middle  of  the  laft  century. 
He  ought  in  candour  to  have  added,  that  although 
Louis  XIV.  made  a conqueft  of  this  ifland  from 
the  Hollanders,  during  his  war  with  that  Republick, 
it  was  reftored  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen; 
and  fmce  that  time  France  could  not  have  the  leaft 
lhadow  of  a claim  to  number  it  among  her  fettie- 
ments.  It  was  before  this  anfwer  could  be  obtained 
from  the  Court  of  Verfailles  that  the  motion,  of 
v</hich  we  have  already  taken  notice,  was  made  in  the 
Floufe  of  Commons,  relating  to  the  fubjedt  of  die 
neutral  Hands ; a motion  difcouraged  by  the  Court, 
and  defeated  by  the  majority. 

§ XXII.  The  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  was  cele-. 
brated  by  fire-works,  illuminations,  and  rejoicings, 
in  which  the  Englifli,  French,  and  Dutch  feemed  to 
difplay  a fpirit  of  emulation,  in  point  of  tafte  and 
magnificence ; and,  in  all  probability,  thefe  three 
Powers  were  fincerely  pleafed  at  the  ceffation  of  the 
war.  England  enjoyed  a reffiite  from  intolerable 
llipplies,  exorbitant  infurance,  and  interrupted  com- 
merce : Holland  was  delivered  from  the  brink  of  a 
French  invafion ; and  France  had  obtained  a breath- 
ing time  for  re-eftabliQiing  her  naval  power,  for 
exerting  that  fpirit  of  intrigue,  by  dint  of  which  flie 
liath  often  embroiled  her  neighbours,  and  for  exe- 
cuting plans  of  infenfible  encroachment,  which  might 
prove  more  advantageous  than  the  progrefs  of  open 
hoftilities.  In  the  affair  of  Tobago  the  French  King 
had  manifefted  his  inclination  to  avoid  immediate 
difputes  with  England ; and  had  exhibited  another 
proof  of  the  fame  difpofition  in  his  behaviour  to  the 
Prince-Pretender,  who  had  excited  fuch  a dangerous 
rebellion  in  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain. 

§ XXIIL  Among  thofe  Princes  and  Powers  who 
excepted  againft  different  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  fore- 
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BOOK  feeing  that  none  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  would  rc- 
ceive  his  proteR,  employed  his  agents  to  fix  it  up  in 
the  publick  places  of  Aix-la-Chapelle ; a precaution 
of  very  little  fervice  to  his  caufe,  which  all  the  States 
of  Chriftendom  feemed  now  to  have  abandoned.  So 
little  was  the  intereft  of  his  family  confidered  in  this 
negociation,  that  the  contrabting  Powers  agreed, 
without  referve,  to  a literal  infertion  of  the  fifth 
article  of  the  quadruple  alliance ; by  which  it  was 
ilipuiated,  that  neither  the  Pretender  nor  any  of  his 
defeendants  fliould  be  allowed  lo  refide  within  the 
territories  belonging  to  any  of  the  fubferibing  Par- 
ties. At  the  fame  time  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
France  promifed  to  thofe  of  Great-Britain,  tliat 
Pi  i nee  Charles-Edward  fnould  be  immediately 
obliged  to  quit  the  dominions  of  his  Moil  Chrlf- 
tian  Majefty.  Notice  of  this  agreement  was  ac- 
cordin^lv  given  bv  the  Court  of  Verfailles  to  the 
young  Adventurer  j and  as  he  had  declared  he  would 
never  return  to  Italy,  M.  de  Courteille,  the  French 
Envoy  to  the  Cantons  of  Switzerland,  was  direbled 
by  his  Sovereign  to  demand  an  afylum  for.  Prince 
Edward  in  the  city  of  Fribourg.  The  Regency 
having  complied  in  this  particular  with  the  earneft 
requeit  of  his  Moil  Chriftian  Majelly,  Mr.  Burnaby, 
the  Britifii  Miniiter  to  the  Helvetick  Body,  took 
the  alarm,  and  prefented  the  Magiftracy  of  Fribourg 
with  a remonurance,  couched  in  fuch  terms  as  gave 
offence  to  that  Regency,  and  drew  upon  him  a feverc 
anfwer.  In  vain  had  the  French  King  exerted  his 
influence  in  procuring  this  retreat  for  the  young  Pre- 
tender, who,  being  preffed  with  repeated  meffages 
to  wkhdraw, 
to  which  he 

coufin  the  King  of  France  ^ and  where  he  laid  that 
Monarch  had  folemnly  promifed,  on  the  word  of  a 
King,  that  he  would  never  forfake  him  in  his  dii- 
trefs,  nor  abandon  the  interefbs  of  his  family.  I.ouis 
' was  not  a little  perplexed  at  this  obftinacy  of  Prince 
6 Edward 


perfuled  in  relufing  to  quit  the  place, 
had  been  fo  cordially  invited  by  his 
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Edward,  which  was  the  more  vexatious,  as  that  CHAP, 
youth  appeared  to  be  the  darling  of  the  Parifians ; ^ 

who  not  only  admired  him  for  his  own  accomplifli- 
ments,  and  pitied  him  for  his  fufferings,  but  alfo 
revered  him,  as  a young  hero  lineally  defcended 
from  their  renowned  Henry  the  Fourth.  At  length, 
the  two  Englifh  noblemen  arriving  at  Paris,  as  hof- 
tages  for  the  performance  of  the  treaty,  and  feeing 
him  appear  at  all  publick  places  of  diverfion,  com- 
plained of  this  circumftance,  as  an  infult  to  their 
Sovereign,  and  an  infringement  of  the  treaty  fo 
lately  concluded.  The  French  King,  after  fome  he- 
fitation  between  pun6tilio  and  convenience,  refolved 
to  employ  violence  upon  the  perfon  of  this  trouble- 
fome  itranger,  fmce  milder  remonftrances  had  not 
been  able  to  influence  his  condudt : but  this  relblu- 
tion  was  not  taken  till  the  return  of  a courier  whom 
he  difpatched  to  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George;  who, 
being  thus  informed  of  his  fon’s  deportment,  wrote 
a letter  to  him,  laying  fhrong  injundions  upon  him, 
to  yield  to  the  necelTity  of  the  times,  and  acquiefce 
with  a good  grace  in  the  ftipulations  which  his  coufm 
of  France  had  found  it  neceflTary  to  fubfcribe,  for 
the  interefl;  of  his  realm.  Edward,  far  from  com- 
plying with  this  advice  and  injundion,  flgnified  his 
refolution  to  remain  in  Paris ; and  even  declared, 
that  he  would  piftol  any  man  who  fhould  prefume  to 
lay  violent  hands  on  his  perfon.  In  confequence  of 
this  bold  declaration,  an  extraordinary  council  was 
held  at  Verfailles,  when  it  was  determined  to  arreft 
him  without  further  delay,  and  the  whole  plan  of 
this  enterprize  was  finally  adjufted.  That  fame 
evening,  the  Prince  entering  the  narrow  lane  that 
leads  to  the  Opera,  the  barrier  was  immediately  fliur, 
and  the  ferjeant  of  the  guard  called  To  arms;” 
on  which  Monfieur  de  Taudreuil,  exempt  of  the 
French  guards,  advancing  to  Edward,  “ Prince,  (faid 
he)  I arreft  you  in  the  King’s  name,  by  virtue  of 
this  order.”  At  that  inftant  the  youth  v^as  fur- 
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BOOK  rounded  by  four  grenadiers,  in  order  to  prevent  any 

^ , rnifchief  he  might  have  done  with  a cafe  of  pocket- 

2743.  piftols  which  he  always  carried  about  him  j and  a 
guard  w'as  placed  at  all  the  avenues  and  doors  of  the 
Opera-houfc,  leR  any  tumult  fnould  have  enfued 
among  the  populace.  Thefe  precautions  being 
taken,  Vaudreuil,  with  an  efcorte,  condufled  the 
pi'ifoner  through  the  garden  of  the  Palais- Royal  to 
a hoiife  where  the  Duke  de  Biron  waited  with  a 
coach  and  fix  to  convey  him  to  the  caftle  of  Vin- 
cennes, whither  he  w^as  immediately  accompanied  by 
a detachment  from  the  regiment  of  French  guards, 
under  the  command  of  that  nobleman.  He  had  not 
remained  above  three  days  in  this  confinement  when 
he  gave  the  French  miniftry  to  underftand,  that  he 
would  conform  himfelf  to  the  King’s  intentions,- 
and  was  immediately  enlarged,  upon  giving  his  word 
and  honour  that  he  would,  without  delay,  retire  from 
the  dominions  of  France.  Accordingly,  he  fet  out 
in  four  days  from  Fontainebeau,  attended  by  three 
officers,  who  conduced  him  as  far  as  Pont-Beauvo- 
fm  on  the  frontiers,  where  they  took  their  leave  of 
him,  and  returned  to  Verfailles.  He  proceeded  for 
fome  time  in  the  road  to  Chamberri ; but  foon  re- 
turned into  the  French  dominions,  and,  paffing 
through  Dauphine,  repaired  to  Avignon,  where  he 
was  received  with  extraordinary  honours  by  the 
Pope’s  legate.  In  the  mean  time,  his  arreft  excited 
great  murmurings  at  Paris  j the  inhabitants  blaming, 
without  fcruple,  their  King’s  condudl  in  this  inftance, 
as  a fcandalous  breach  of  hofpitality,  as  well  as  a 
mean  proof  of  condefcenfion  to  the  King  of  Eng- 
land ; and  many  fevere  pafquinades,  relating  to  this 
tranfadlion,  were  fixed  up  in  the  moft  publick  places 
of  that  metropolis. 

§ XXI  V.  Although  peace  was  now  re-eftabliflied 
among  the  principal  Powers  of  the  Continent,  yet 
another  ftorm  feemed  ready  to  burfl  upon  the 
northern  parts  of  Europe,  in  a freffi  rupture  between 
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Kiiflla  and  Sweden.  Whedier  the  Czarina  had  ac-CHAP.' 
tnally  obtained  information  that  the  French  faction 
meditated  fome  revolution  of  government  at  Stock-  '" 
holm,  or  fhe  wanted  a pretence  for  annexing  Fin- 
land to  her  empire ; certain  it  is,  die  affefted  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  Prince-fuccelTcr  of  Sweden  waited 
only  for  the  deceafe  of  the  reigning  King,  who  was 
very  old  and  infirm,  to  change  the  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  refume  that  abfolute  authority  which  fome 
of  the  Monarchs,  his  predecelTors,  had  enjoyed.  She 
feemed  to  think  that  a Prince  thus  veiled  with  arbi- 
trary power,  and  guided  by  the  councils  of  France 
and  PrulTia,  with  which  Sweden  had  lately  engaged 
in  clofe  alliance,  might  become  a very  troublefome 
and  dangerous  neighbour  to  her  in  the  Baltick: 
fhe,  therefore,  recruited  her  armies,  repaired  her 
fortifications,  filled  her  magazines,  ordered  a flrong 
body  of  troops  to  advance  towards  the  frontiers  of 
Finland,  and  declared,  in  plain  terms  to  the  Court  of 
Stockholm,  That  if  any  ftep  fhould  be  taken  to  alter 
the  government,  which  fhe  had  bound  herfelf  by 
treaty  to  maintain,  her  troops  fliould  enter  the  ter- 
ritory of  Sweden,  and  fhe  would  aft  up  to  the  fpirit 
of  her  engagements.  The  Swedifh  miniftry,  alarmed 
at  thefe  peremptory  proceedings,  had  recourfe  to 
their  Allies ; and,  in  the  mean  time,  made  repeated 
declarations  to  the  Court  of  Peterfburgh,  That  there 
was  no  defign  to  make  the  leaft  innovation  in  the 
nature  of  their  eftablifhed  government : but  little  or 
no  regard  being  paid  to  thefe  reprefencations,  they 
began  to  put  the  kingdom  in  a pofture  of  defence  ; 
and  the  old  King  gave  the  Czarina  to  underftand, 

That  if,  notwithftanding  the  fatisfaftion  he  had  of- 
fered, her  forces  fliould  pafs  the  frontiers  of  Fin- 
land, he  would  confider  their  march  as. an  hoflile 
invafion,  and  employ  the  means  which  God  had  put 
in  his  power  for  the  defence  of  his  dominions. 

§ XXV.  This  declaration,  in  all  probability,  did 
not  produce  fuch  effeft  as  the  interpofition  of  his 
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BOOK,  PruITian  Majefly,  the  moft  enterprifing  Prince  of 
.his  time,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thoii- 
fand  of  the  bed  troops  that  Germany  ever  trained. 
Perhaps  he  was^  not  forry  that  the  Emprefs  of  Mul- 
covy  furnifhed  him  with  a plaufible  pretence  for 
maintaining  fuch  a formidable  army,  after  the  peace 
of  Europe  had  been  afcertained  by  a formal  treaty, 
and  all  the  furrounding  States  had  diminiflied  the 
number  of  their  forces.  He  now  wrote  a letter  to 
his  uncle  the  .King  of  Great-Britain,  complaining  of 
the  infults  and  menaces  which  had  been  offered  by 
the  Czarina  to  Sweden ; declaring,  that  he  was  bound 
by  a defenfive  alliance,  to  which  Erance  had  acceded, 
to  defend  the  government  at  prefent  eftablifhed  in 
Sweden ; and  that  he  would  not  fit  ftill,  and  tamely 
fee  that  kingdom  attacked  by  any  Power  whatfoever, 
without  adting  up  to  his  engagements ; he  therefore 
entreated  his  Britannick  Majefty  to  interpofe  his 
good  offices,  in  conjundtion  with  Erance  and  him, 
to  compromife  the  difputes  which  threatened  to  em- 
broil the  northern  parts  of  Europe.  By  this  time 
the  Ruffian  army  had  approached  the  frontiers  of 
Finland  : the  Swedes  had  affcmbled  their  troops,  re- 
plenifhed  their  magazines,  and  repaired  their  marine; 
and  the  King  of  Denmark,  jealous  of  the  Czarina’s 
defigns  with  regard  to  the  duchy  of  Siefwick,  which 
w'as  contefted  with  him  by  the  Prince-fucceffor  of 
Ruffia,  kept  his  army  and  navy  on  the  moft  re- 
fpedlable  footing.  At  this  critical  jundtnre  the 
Courts  of  London,  Verfailles,  and  Berlin  co-operated 
fo  effedtually  by  remonftrances  and  declarations  at 
Peterfburgh  and  Stockholm,  that  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia  thought  proper  to  owm  herfelf  fatisfied,  and 
all  thofe  clouds  of  trouble  were  immediately  dif- 
perfed.  Yet,  in  all  probability,  her  real  aim, was 
riifappointed ; and,,  how^ever  fhe  might  diffemble  her 
fentiments,  ffie  never  heartily  forgave  .the  King  of 
Pruffia  for  the  ffiare  he  had  in  this  tranfadlion.  That 
Monarch,  without  relaxing  in  his  attention  to  the 
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fupport  of  a very*  formidable  military  power,  exerted,  c H A P. 
very  extraordinary  endeavours  in  cultivating  the  civil  ^ 

interefts  of  his  country.  He  reformed  the  laws  of  ^7^.3, 
Brandenburgh,  and  refcucd  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  from  the  frauds  of  chicanery.  Re  encou^ 
raged  the  arts  of  agriculture  and  manufadure ; and 
even  laid  the  foundation  of  naval  comm.erce,  by 
eftablilliing  an  Eaft-India  company  in  the  port  of 
Embden. 

§ XXVI.  Nor  did  the  French  miniftry  negled 
any  meafure  that  might  contribute  to  repair  the  da- 
mage which  the  kingdom  had  fuftained  in  the  couric 
of  the  war.  One  half  of  the  army  was  difbanded  : 
the  fevere  impofition  of  the  tenth  penny  was  fuf- 
pended  by  the  King’s  edid : a fcheme  of  oeconomy 
was  propofed,  with  refped  to  the  finances  j and  the 
utinoit  diligence  ufed  in  procuring  materials,  as  well 
as  workmen,  for  fhip-building,  that  the  navy  of 
France  might  fpeedify  retrieve  its  former  impor- 
tance. In  the  midft  of  thefe  truely  patriotick 
fchemes,  the  Court  of  Verfailles  betrayed  a littleneis 
of  genius,  and  a fpirit  of  tyranny,  joined  to  fana- 
ticifrn,  in  quarrelling  with  their-  Parliament  about 
fuperftitious  forms  of  religion.  T he  facraments  had 
been  denied  to  a certain  perfon  on  his  death-bed, 
becaufe  he  refufed  to  fubfcribe  to  the  bull  Unige- 
nitus.  The  nephew  of  the  defund  preferred  a com- 
plaint to  the  Parliament,  whofe  province  it  was  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  affair ; a deputation  of  that 
body  attended  the  King  with  the  report  of  the  refo- 
lutions ; and  his  Majefty  commanded  them  to  fufpend 
all  proceedings  relating  to  a matter  of  fuch  confe- 
quence,  concerning  which  he  would  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fignifying  his  royal  pleafure.  This  inter- 
pofition  was  the  fource  of  difputes  between  the 
Crown  and  Parliament,  which  had  like  to  have  filled 
the  whole  kingdom  with  intefline  troubles. 

§ XXVII.  At  Vienna  the  Emprefs-Queen  w'2s 
not  more  fbliicitous  in  promoting  the  trade  and  in- 
terna] 
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BOOK  tcrnal  manufatlures  of  her  dominions,  by  fumptuary 
. regulations,  neceffary  reftriclions  on  foreign  fuper- 
fluities,  by  opening  her  ports  in  the  Adriatick,  and 
giving  proper  encouragement  to  commerce,  than  Ihe 
was  careful  and  provident  in  reforming  the  ceconomy 
of  her  finances,  maintaining  a refpedlable  body  of 
forces,  and  guarding,  by  defenfive  alliances,  againft 
the  enterprizes  of  his  PrufTian  Majefty,  on  whofe 
military  power  fhe  looked  with  jealoufy  and  diftruft. 
In  Holland,  all  the  authority  and  influence  of  the 
Stadtholder  were  fcarcely  fufficient  to  allay  the  fer- 
ments excited  among  the  people,  by  the  provifional 
taxation  which  had  fucceeded  the  abolition  of  the 
pachters,  and  was  indeed  very  grievous  to  the  fub- 
je<5t.  As  this  was  no  more  than  a temporary  expe- 
dient, the  Prince  of  Orange  propofed  a more  equi- 
table plan,  which  was  approved  by  the  States,  and 
eflablifhed  with  great  difficulty.  In  Italy  the  fyftem 
of  politicks  feemed  to  change  its  complexion.  The 
King  of  Sardinia  effedled  a match  between  one  of 
the  Infantas  of  Spain  and  the  Prince  of  Piedmont; 
and  whether  irritated  by  the  condu6t  of  the  Auftrians 
in  the  lafl:  war,  or  apprehenfive  of  fuch  a powerful 
neighbour  in  the  Milanefe,  he  engaged  with  the 
Kings  of  France  and  Spain  in  a defenfive  alliance, 
comprehending  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  the 
Republick  of  Genoa,  and  the  Dukes  of  Modena  and 
Parma.  His  Moil  Catholick  Majefty,  fincerely  dif- 
pofed  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  and  encourage 
every  meafure  that  could  contribute  to  the  advantage 
ot  his  country,  was  no  fooner  releafed  from  the  em- 
barralfments  of  war,  than  he  began  to  execute  plans 
of  internal  ceconomy ; to  reduce  unneceflTary  pen- 
hons,  difcharge  the  debts  contradled  in  the  war,  re- 
plenilh  his  arfenals,  augment  his  navy,  promote 
manufadlures,  and  encourage  an  aclive  commerce 
by  lea,  the  benefits  of  which  the  kingdom  of  Spain 
had  not  known  fince  theffirfl:  difcovery  and  conquelt 
of  the  Weft-Indies. 

§ XXVIIL 
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§ XXVTII.  The  preparations  for  refitting  and  CHAP, 
increafing  the  navy  of  Spain  were  carried  on  with . ^ 

I’uch  e^^traordinary  vigour,  that  other  nations  believed 
an  expedition  was  intended  a.<2;ainn:  the  Corfairs  of 
Algiers,  who  had  for  fome  tinne  grievoufly  infefted 
the  trade  and  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean.  The 
exiftence  of  this  and  other  predatory  republicks, 
which  entirely  fiibfift  upon  piracy  and  rapine,  petty 
States  of  barbarous  ruffians,  maintained,  as  it  were, 
in  the  midft  of  powerful  nations,  which  they  infult 
with  impunity,  and  of  which  they  even  exacl  an 
annual  contribution,  is  a flagrant  reproach  upon 
Chriftendom ; a reproach  the  greater,  as  it  is  founded 
upon  a low,  felfifli,  illiberal  maxim  of  policy.  Ail 
the  Powers  that  border  on  the  Mediterranean,  ex- 
cept France  and  Tufcany,  are  at  perpetual  war  with 
the  Moors  of  Barbary,  and,  for  that  reafon,  obliged 
to  employ  foreign  fliips  for  the  tranfportation  of  their 
merchandize.  This  employment  naturally  devolves 
to  thofe  nations  whofe  velTels  are*  in  no  danger  from 
the  depredations  of  the  barbarians  ^ namely,  the  fub- 
je6ls  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  who,  for  this  puny 
advantage,  not  only  tolerate  the  piratical  States  of 
Barbary,  but  even  fupply  them  with  arms  and  am- 
munition, follicit  their  paflTes,  and  purchafe  their 
forbearance  with  annual  prefents,  which  are,  in  ef- 
fect, equivalent  to  a tribute : whereas,  by  one  vigo- 
rous exertion  of  their  power,  they  might  deftroy  all 
their  fliips,  lay  their  towns  in  alhes,  and  totally  ex- 
tirpate thofe  pernicious  broods  of  defperate  banditti. 

Even  all  the  condefeenfion  of  thofe  who  difgrace 
rhemfelvcs  with  the  title  of  Allies  to  thefe  mdfereants 
is  not  always  iufficient  to  reflrain  them  from  acls  of 
cruelty  and  rapine.  At  this  very  period  four  cruifers 
from  Algiers  made  a capture  of  an  Engiifli  packet- 
boat,  in  her  voyage  from  Lifbon,  and  conveyed  her 
to  their  city,  where  ihe  was  plundered  of  money  and 
elfedts  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thou  land 
pounds,  and  afterv/ards  difmiflTed.  In  confequence 
VoL.  III.  T of 
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BOO  Kof  this  outrage,  Commodore  Keppel  was  fent  with 
^ feven  lliips  of  war  to  demand  fatisfaftion,  as  well  as 
to  compromife  certain  differences  which  had  arifen 
f)n  account  of  arrears  claimed  of  the  Englifh  by  the 
Dey  of  Algiers.  The  Mufffulman  frankly  owned, 
that  the  money  having  been  divided  among  the 
captors  could  not  pofff  bly  be  refunded.  The  Com- 
modore returned  to  Gibraltar ; and,  in  the  feqiiel, 
an  Algerine  Ambaffador  arrived  in  London,  with 
fomc  prefents  of  wild  beafts  for  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty.  d'his  tranfadtion  was  fucceeded  by  another 
injurioiis  affront,  offered  by  the  Governor  or  Alcayde 
of  Tetuan  to  Mr.  Latton,  an  Englifh  Ambafffador, 
fent  thither  to  redeem  the  Britiffr  fubjedts,  wlio  had 
been  many  years  enffaved  in  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Morocco.  A revolution  having  lately  hap- 
pened in  this  empire,  Muley  Abdallah,  the  reigning 
ruffian,  infilled  upon  the  Ambaflfador’s  paying  a pre- 
tended balance  for  the  ranfom  of  the  captives,  as 
well  as  depofiting  a confiderable  fum,  which  had  al- 
• ready  been  paid  to  a deceafed  Bafhaw ; alledging, 

' that  as  he  (the  Emperor)  received  no  part  of  it,  the 
payment  was  illegal.  Mr.  Latton  refufing  to  com- 
ply with  tliis  arbitrary  demand,  his  houfe  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a detachment  of  foldiers,  wdio  violently 
dragged  his  fecrctary  from  his  prefence,  and  threw 
him  into  a difmal  fubterranean  dungeon,  where  he 
continued  twenty  days.  The  Englilh  Haves,  to  the 
number  of  twenty-feven,  were  condemned  to  the 
lame  fate : the  AmbaflTador  himfelf  was  degraded 
from  his  charader,  deprived  of  his  allowance,  and 
kqueftered  from  all  communication.  All  the  letters 
directed  to  him  were  intercepted,  and  interpreted  to 
the  Alcayde  : two  negro  porters  were  entruffed  with 
the  keys  of  all  his  apartments,  and  a couple  of  fol- 
diers pofted  at  his  chamber-door : nay,  this  Mooriih 
governor  threatened  to  load  him  with  irons,  and 
violently  feized  part  of  the  prefents  defigned  by  his 
Britannick  Majeffy  for  the  Emperor.  At  lengcli, 
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finding  that  neither  Mr.  Latton  nor  the  Governor  of  c H A.  P. 
Gibraltar,  to  whom  he  had  written,  would  depofit^  ^ 
the  money,  without  frefli  inftrudtions  from  the  Court 
of  London,  the  barbarian  thought  proper  to  relax 
in  his  feverity : the  prifoners  were  enlarged,  the  re- 
jftridtions  removed  from  the  perfon  of  the  A mb  alia- 
dor,  and,  after  all  thefe  indignities  offered  to  the 
honour  of  the  Britifh  nation,  the  balance  was  paid, 
and  the  affair  quietly  adjufled. 

§ XXIX.  Britain,  in  the  mean  while,  was  alto- 
gether barren  of  events  which  might  deferve  a place 
in  a general  hiflory.  Commerce  and  manufacture 
flourifhed  again,  to  fuch  a degree  of  increafe  as  had 
never  been  known  in  the  ifland : but  this  advantage 
was  attended  with  an  irrefiflible  tide  of  luxury  and 
excefs,  which  flowed  through  all  degrees  of  the 
people,  breaking  down  all  the  mounds  of  civil 
polity,  and  opening  a way  for  iicenfe  and  immora- 
lity. The  highways  were  infefted  with  rapine  and 
alfaffination  ; the  cities  teemed  with  the  brutal  vota- 
ries of  lewdnefs,  intemperance,  and  profligacy. 

The  whole  land  was  overfpread  with  a fuccefiion  of 
tumult,  riot,  and  infurreftion,  excited  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  by  the  eredtion  of  new  turn- 
pikes, which  the  legiflature  judged  neceffary  for  the 
convenience  of  inland  carriage.  In  order  to  quell 
thefe  diflurbances,  recourfe  was  had  to  the  military 
power ; feveral  individuals  were  flain,  and  fome 
were  executed  as  examples. 

§ XXX.  In  the  months  of  November  the  feffion 
of  Parliament  was  opened  with  a fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  which  his  Majefly  expreffed  a particular 
pleafure  in  meeting  them  at  a time  when  the  perfedt 
re-eflablilhment  of  a general  peace  had  reftored  to 
his  people  the  bleffings  of  quiet  and  tranquillity. 

He  faid,  the  good  effedfs  of  thefe  already  appeared 
in  the  flourifhing  condition  of  national  commerce, 
and  in  the  rife  of  publick  credit,  which  were  the  foun- 
dations of  itrensch  and  profperity  to  thefe  kingdoms. 

T 2 Pie 
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BOOK  He  declared.  That,  during  the  fummer,  he  ha^ 
^ ^^^cd  every  opportunity  of  cementing  and  fecuring 

1748.  the  peace;  That  it  was  his  firm  refolution  to  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  for  the  prefervation  of  it, 
and  religioufiy  adhere  to  the  engagements  into 
which  he  liad  entered.  Finally,  he  took  notice  of 
the  good  difpofition  he  had  found  in  the  other  con- 
tracfiiing  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  to 
cherifli  the  public  tranquillity  of  Europe ; and  he 
earneftly  recommended  to  the  two  Hoiifes  the 
maintenance  of  a ftrong  naval  power,  as  the  bulwark 
of  national  fecurity. 

§ XXXI.  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
firfl  paragraph  of  his  Majefty’s  fpeech  furnifhed  the 
oppofition  with  a handle  to  declaim  againft  the  late 
treaty.  Sir  John  Flynde  Cotton  obferved.  That 
the  peace  could  not  be  properly  ftiled  complete,  as 
nothing  had  been  ftipulated  with  refpedt  to  the 
article  of  no  fearch;’’  alluding  to  the  interruption 
our  commerce  had  fuftained  from  the  Spaniards  in 
the  Wcfl-Indies : a ftipulation,  without  which  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  had  formerly  voted  that  there 
An.  1749.  fhould  be  no  peace  with  that  kingdom.  In  the 
prefent  conjunflure  of  affairs,  fuch  an  objection 
favoured  rather  of  party  than  of  patriotifm;  and 
indeed  Sir  John  declared,  that  the  remarks  he  made 
upon  the  occafion  were  rather  in  difcharge  of  the 
duty  he  owed  to  his  country,  than  in  hope  of  feeing 
his  fentiments  efpoufed  by  the  majority.  Some 
Iharp  altercation  was  ufed  in  the  debate  which  arofe 
on  this  fubjecl ; and  many  fevere  invectives  were 
levelled  at  thofe  who  negociated,  as  well  as  at  tliofe 
who  approved  and  confirmed  the  treaty.  But  Mr. 
Pelham,  who  fuftained  the  whole  v/eight  of  the 
debate  on  the  fide  of  adminiftration,  anfwered  every 
obje6tion  with  equal  candour  and  ability ; and  if  he 
failed  in  proving  that  the  terms  of  peace  were  as 
favourable  as  could  be  expected,  confiffering  the 

unfortunate 
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unfortunate  events  of  the  war,  and  the  fituation  of  c H A P. 
the  contending  powers;  he  at  lead  demonftrated, 
that,  it  would  be  the  intereft  of  the  kingdom  to 
acquiefce  for  the  prefent  in  the  treaty  which  aiad 
been  concluded,  and  endeavour  to  remedy  its  im- 
perfections by  fubfequenc  conventions,  amicably 
opened  among  thofe  powers  between  whom  any 
caufe  of  difpute  remained.  With  refpe6l  to  the  vote 
of  both  Houfes,  mentioned  by  Sir  John  Hynde 
Cotton,  he  declared  that  he  had  never  approved  of 
that  ftep,  when  it  was  firft  taken ; or,  if  he  had, 
times  and  circumdances,  which  could  not  be  fore- 
feen,  would  have  judihed  his  deviating  from  it  in 
the  re-edabliUtment  of  peace.  He  reminded  them,^ 
that  a Pai  liament  of  Great-Britain  had  once  voted. 

no  peace  while  any  part  of  the  Wed- Indies  fhould 
remain  in  podedion  of  the  Spaniili  King;”  yet  a 
train  of  incidents,  which  they  could  not  polTibly 
forefee,  afterwards  rendered  it  expedient  to  adopt  a 
peace,  without  infiding  upon  the  accomplifhment 
of  that  condition.  In  a word,  we  mud  own,  that, 
in  the  majority  of  debates  excited  in  the  courfe  of 
this  feffion,  the  minidry  derived  their  triumphs  from 
the  force  of  reafon,  as  well  as  from  the  weight  of 
influence.  We  fliall  always,  however,  except  the 
efforts  that  were  made  for  reducing  the  number  of 
land  forces  to  fifteen  thoufand,  and  maintaining  a 
greater  number  of  feamen  than  the  minidry  pro- 
pofed.  On  thefe  conditutional  points  the  Earl  of 
Egmont,  and  the  other  chiefs  of  the  oppofition,  ex- 
patiated with  all  the  energy  of  eloquence;  which, 
however,  was  frudrated  by  the  power  of  fuperior 
numbers.  Ten  thoufand  feamen  were  voted  for 
the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  notwithdanding  his 
Majedy’s  injun6tion  to  maintain  a confiderable 
navy ; and  the  number  of  land-forces  was  continued 
at  eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fiftv-feven. 

The  fums  granted  for  making  good  his  Majedy’s 
engagements  with  the  Fdedors  of  Bavaria  and 

T 3 Mentz, 


27?  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Book  Mentz,  and  the  Duke  of  Brtinfwick  Wolfenbuttek 

TTT  ^ 

^ , amounted  to  fifpy-three  thoufand  two  hundred  and 

1749.  twenty-five  pounds  flerling.  The  fervice  done  by 
the  colonies  in  North- America,  during  the  war, 
were  gratified  with  the  fum  of  one  hundred  twenty- 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  forty- fix  pounds.  The 
expence  incurred  by  the  new  colony  of  Nova- Scotia 
exceeded  feventy-fix  thoufand  pounds.  A fmall 
fum  was  voted  for  the  improvement  of  Georgia ; 
and  ten  thoufand  pounds  were  granted  towards  the 
fupport  of  the  Britifii  forts  and  lettlements  on  the 
coafi:  of  Africa.  The  fum  total  granted  in  this 
feflion  arofe  to  four  millions  one  hundred  forty-one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  fixty-one  pounds,  nine  {hil- 
lings, and  eleven  pence  half-penny,  to  be  raifed  by 
the  land-tax,  at  three  {hillings  in  the  pound;  the 
malt,  and  other  duties,  the  furplus  of  divers  impo- 
fitions  remaining  in  the  Bank  and  Exchequer ; one 
million  by  annuities,  at  three  per  cent,  charged  on 
the  finking  fund,  until  redeemed  by  Parliament; 
and  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the  ex- 
cefs  or  overplus  of  monies  denominated  the  finking 
fund. 

§ XXXII.  But  the  capital  mcafure  which  difiin- 
guifiied  this  felfion  of  Parliament  was  the  redu61;ion 
of  the  interefi:  on  the  publick  funds;  a fcheme  which 
was  planned  and  executed  by  the  minifier,  without 
any  national  difturbance  ordifquiet,  to  the.aftonilh- 
ment  of  all  Europe  ; the  different  nations  of  which 
could  not  comprehend  how  it  would  be  poflible  for 
the  government,  at  the  clofe  of  a long  expenfive 
war,  which  had  fo  confiderably  drained  the  country, 
and  augmented  the  enormous  burthen  of  national 
debt,  to  find  money  for  paying  off  fuch  of  the  pub- 
lick  creditors  as  might  choofe  to  receive  their  prin- 
cipal, rather  than  fubmit  to  a reduction  of  the 
interefi.  It  was  not  very  much  for  the  honour  of 
the  oppofition,  that  fome  of  its  leading  members 
endeavoured  to  impede  this  great  machine  of  civil 
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^economy,  by  taking  opportunities  of  afkrmlng  in 
Parliament,  in  oppofition  to  his  Majefly’s  fpeech, 
that  the  nation,  far  from  being  in  a flourifhing  con- 
dition, was  almoft  entirely  exhaufted;  that  com- 
merce drooped  and  declined;  that  publick  credit 
Itood  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin ; and  that  all 
jhe  treaties  lately  concluded  among  the  different 
powers  of  Europe  were,  in  effed,  difadvantageous 
and  prejudicial  to  the  interefls  of  Great-Britain. 
In  anfwer  to  thefe  affertions,  Mr,  Pelham  undertook 
to  prove,  from  the  regifler  of  exports  and  imports, 
that  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom  was  more  exten- 
live  at  this  than  at  any  former  period;  and  that  the 
publick  credit  was  ftrong  enough  to  admit  of  an 
experiment,  which  he  would  not  prefume  to  hazard, 
except  upon  a moral  certainty  of  its  being  firmly 
rooted,  beyond  the  power  of  accident  and  fadtion  to 
fliake  or  overturn.  He  declared,  that  his  defign  of 
reducing  the  interefl  upon  the  funds  was  the  refult 
of  the  love  he  bore  his  country,  and  an  opinion  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  fervants  of  the  crown  to.eafe 
the  burthens  of  the  people.  He  faid,  he  had  con- 
ferred on  this  fubjeft  with  perfons  of  the  mofl  ap- 
proved knowledge,  and  undoubted  experience ; and 
chofe  to  promulgate  the  method  propofed  for  alle- 
viating the  load  of  the  national  debt,  that  the 
public,  in  knowing  the  particulars  of  the  fcheme, 
might  have  time  to  confider  them  at  leifure,  and 
flart  fuch  objedlions  as  fhould  occur  to  their  re- 
flexion, before  it  might  be  too  late  to  adopt  amend- 
ments. He  obferved,  that  nothing  could  more 
clearly  demonftrate  the  vigour  of  publick  credit, 
and  the  augmentation  of  national  commerce,  than 
the  price  of  flock,  which  had  within  three  years 
rifen  to  a very  confiderable  increafe;  and  the  duties 
on  imports,  which  in  nine  months  had  added  one 
million  to  the  finking  fund,  notwithflanding  a very 
extraordinary  fum  which  had  been  paid  as  bounties 
for  exported  corn.  He  exprefled  great  tendernefs 
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BOOK  and  repiard  for  the  intereRs  of  thofe  who  had  ad- 

, ‘ vanced  their  money  for  the  fervice  of  the  govern- 

1749.  tr^ent ; declaring,  that  his  aim  was  to  contrive  a 
fair,  honell,  and  equitable  method  for  lelTening  the 
national  incumbrances,  by  lowering  the  intereft, 
conformable  to  parliamentary  faith,  and  agreeable 
to  the  rules  of  eternal’  juftice.  Flis  plan  was  ac- 
cordingly communicated,  canvafled,  and  approved 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  an  a6l  palled  for 
reducing  thp  intereft  of  the  funds  which  conftitute 
the  national  debt^.  In  purfuance  of  this  adl,  for  the 
redublion  of  the  intereft,  the  greater  part  of  the 
creditors  complied  with  the  terms  propofed,  and 
fubferibed  their  refpedive  annuities  before  the  end 
of  February;  but  the  three  great  companies  at  firft 

kept 

* The  refoliitions  of  the  Commons  on  this  head  were  printed  by 
authority  in  the  London  Gazette,  iignifying,  That  thofe  who  were, 
pr  fliould  be,  proprietors  of  any  part  of  tlie  publick  debt,  redeem- 
able by  law,  incurred  before  Michaelmas,  in  tiie  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  forty  nine,  carrying  an  intercH:  of  four  per  centum 
per  annum,  who  fhouid,  on  or  before  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
February  in  that  year,  iuhl'cribe  theii  names,  fignifying  their  con- 
lent  to  accept  of  an  intereft  of  three  pounds  per  centum,  to  com- 
mence from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
land  level)  hundred  and  fifty -ieven,  fubject  to  the  fame  provifions, 
notices,  and  caufes  of  redemption,  to  which  their  reTpeftive  fums  at 
four  per  centum  were  then  liable,  fliould,  in  lieu  of  their  prefent 
intereft,  he  intilled  to  four  per  centum  till  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
December  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty;  and 
alter  that  day,  to  three  pounds  ten  ftiiliings  per  centum  per  annum, 
till  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifly-leven;  and  no  part  of  that  debt,  except  what  was  due  to 
the  Eaft-India  company,  fimuid  be  redeemable  to  this  period:  That 
if  any  part  of  the  national  debt,  incurred  before  laft  Michaelmas, 
redeemable  by  law,  and  (parrying  an  intereft  of  four  per  centum, 
Ihould  remain  unfubferibed  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  May, 
the  government  fnould  pay  off  the  principal.  For  this  purpofe  his 
Majefty  was  enabled  to  borrow  of  any  perfon  or  perlons,  bodies 
politick  or  corporate,  any  lum  or  iums  of  money  not  exceeding  that 
part  of  the  national  debt  which  might  remain  unfubferibed,  to  be 
charged  on  the  finking  fund,  upon  any  terms  not  exceeding  the  rate 
of  intereft  in  the  foregoing  propofal. 

, All  the  duties  appropriated  to  the  pavment  of  the  Intereft  were 
ftili  continued,  ami  the  lurplus  of  tliefe  incorporated  with  the  link- 
ing fund  for  ihe  difeharge  of  the  principal.  Books  were  opened  for 
the  fiibfcription  at  the  Exchequer,  ihe  Bank  of  England,  and  the 
South-Sea  houfe  ; and  copies  of  tiiefc  refoiutiens  tranfmitted  tq  the 
direcbois  of  all  the  monied  corporations. 
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kept  aloof,  and  refufed  to  fubfcribe  any  part  of  their  CHAP, 
capital. 

§ XXXIII.  About  the  middle  of  March  the 
Commons  ordered  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before 
them  an  account  of  the  furns  which  had  been  fub- 
fcribed,  and  thefe  were  taken  into  confideration  by 
a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.  It  was  then  that 
Mr.  Pelham,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
obferved.  That,  befides  the  debts  due  to  the  three 
great  companies  in  their  corporate  capacity,  all  the 
reft,  carrying  four  per  centum  intereft,  had  been 
fubfcribed,  except  about  eight  or  nine  millions,  the 
proprietors  of  which  had  forfeited  the  favour  de- 
figned  them  by  Parliament : but  as  many  of  thefe 
had  been  milled  by  evil  counfeliors,  who  perhaps 
were  more  intent  on  diftreffing  the  government, 
than  follicitoiis  to  ferve  their  friends ; and  as  many 
were  foreigners,  reliding  beyond  fea,  who  had  not 
time  to  take  proper  advice,  and  give  the  neceftary 
inftru6fions ; and  as  thefe  could  not  poftibly  be 
diftinguiffied  from  fuch  as  refufed  to  fubfcribe  from 
mere  obftinacy  or  difaftedtion,  it  might  be  thought 
cruel  to  take  the  moft  ‘ rigorous  advantage  of  the 
forfeiture  they  had  incurred.  With  refpedt  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  flock  or  capital  belonging  to  the 
three  great  companies,  he  alTerted,  that  many  of 
them  v-ould  willingly  have  fubfcribed  their  properties 
within  the  time  limited,  but  were  neceftarily  ex- 
cluded by  the  majority  on  the  ballot ; and  as  it  was 
equally  impoffible  to  know  thofe  who  were  againft 
the  queftion  of  the  ballot,  he  thought  that  fome  ten- 
dernefs  was  due  even  to  the  proprietors  of  thofe  three 
companies : his  opinion,  therefore,  was,  that  they 
and  the  uncomplying  annuitants  ffiould  be  indulged 
with  further  time  to  complete  their  fubfcription ; 
but,  in  order  to  preferve  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  refpedl  due  to  that  auguft  affembly, 
they  ought  not  to  be  gratified  with  fuch  advan- 
tageous terms  as  were  allowed  to  the  annuitants  who 
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BOOK  at  firfl  chearfully  complied  with  the  propofals^ 

, offered  by  the  legiflatnre.  For  thefe  reafons  he  pro- 

J750‘  pcfed,  That  although  the  term  of  fubfcribing  Hiould 
be  protracted  till  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  the 
encouragement  of  three  pounds  ten  fhillings  per 
centum  per  annum  fhould  not  be  continued  to  the 
fecond  fubfcribers  longer  than  till  the  fifth  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-five.  The  propofal  being  approved,  a 
bill  was  framed  for  this  purpofe,  as  well  as  for  re- 
deeming fuch  annuities  as  fhould  not  be  fubfcribed, 
v/hich  paffed  through  both  Floufes,  and  was  enafred 
into  a law,  after  having  received  an  additional  claufe, 
empowering  the  Eaft-India  Company,  in  cafe  they 
fhould  fubferibe  all  their  frock  bearing  an  interefl: 
of  four  per  centum,  to  borrow,  with  the  confent  of 
theTreafury,  any  fums  not  exceeding  four  millions 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  after  the  feveral  rates 
of  interefr  before  propofed  to  be  paid  by  the  publick, 
and  one  million  more  at  three  per  centum  per 
annum.  They  were  alfo  vefred  with  a power  to 
raife  money  by  bonds,  as  formerly ; • yet  lo  as  the 
whole,  including  the  annuities,  fhould  not  exceed 
what  they  were  by  former  acts  empowered  to  borrow. 
The  objedtions  to  the  execution  of  this  project, 
which  by  many  were  deemed  infurmountable,  en- 
tirely vanifhed  before  the  fortitude,  perfeverance, 
and  caution  of  the  minifrer;  who  had  fecured, 
among  the  moneyed  men  of  the  nation,  the  promife 
of  fuch  fums  as  would  have  been  fufficient  to  pay 
off  the  capital  belonging  to  thofe  creditors  who 
might  refufe  to  accept  the  interefr  thus  reduced, 
d'he  fecond  fubfeription  had  the  defired  efredt.  The 
three  great  companies  acquiefeed,  and  their  example 
w'as  followed  by  the  other  fcrupulous  annuitants; 
the  national  burthen  was  comfortably  lightened,  and 
the  finking  fund  confiderably  increafed,  without 
producing  the  leafr  perplexity  or  difrurbance  in  the 
commonwealth;  a circumfrance  that  could  not  fail 
to  excite  the  admiration  and  envy  of  all  Chriftendom. 

§ XXXIY . 
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§ XXXIV.  The  mutiny-bill  for  the  enfuing  year  chap. 
was  mitigated  with  an  effential  alteration,  relatino;,  , 

to  the  oath  of  fecrefy  impofed  upon  the  members 
of  every  court-martial,  who  were  now  releafed 
from  this  referve,  if  required  to  give  evidence,  by 
due  courfe  of  law,  in  any  court  of  judicature;  and 
whereas,  by  the  former  mutiny  bill,  a General  was 
empowered  to  order  the  revifal  of  any  fentence  by 
a court-martial  as  often  as  he  pleafed,  and,  on  that 
pretence,  to  keep  in  confinement  a man  who  had 
been  acquitted  upon  a fair  trial,  it  was  now  enabled, 
d'hat  no  fentence  pronounced  by  any  court-martial, 
and  figned  by  the  prefident,  fliould  be  more  than 
once  liable  to  revifal.  Colonel  George  Townfhend, 
fon  of  Lord  Vifcount  Townfliend,  who  had  equally 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  civil  and  military  ac- 
complifhments,  propofed  another  claufe,  for  pre- 
venting any  non-commifiioned  officer’s  being  broke, 
or  reduced  into  the  ranks;  or  any  foldier’s  being 
punidied,  but  by  the  fentence  of  a court-martial. 

He  gave  the  Houfe  to  underftand,  that  certain  per- 
fons  attended  at  the  door,  who  from  the  Ration  of 
non-commiffioned  officers  had  been  broke,  and 
reduced  into  the  ranks,  without  trial,  or  any  caufe 
affigned;  and  he  expatiated  not  only  upon  the 
iniquity  of  Inch  proceedings,  but  alfo  upon  the 
danger  of  leaving  fuch  arbitrary  power  in  the  hands 
of  any  individual  officer.  A warm  debate  was  the 
confequence  of  this  motion,  which,  however,  was 
over-ruled  by  the  majority. 

§ XXXV.  Among  other  regulations  made  in  the 
courfe  of  this  felfion  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
Britifh  manufaftures,  a large  duty  was  laid  upon 
Irifh  fail-cloth,  which  being  fold  at  an  under  price, 
was  found  to  interfere  with  the  fame  fpecies  of  com- 
modity fabricated  in  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain ; 
and,  for  the  further  benefit  of  this  laft,  the  bounty 
upon  the  exportation  of  it,  which  had  been  dedudl- 
ed  from  a defective  fund^  was  now  made  payable 

out 
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BOO  K out  of  the  cuftoms.  This  meafure,  however,  was 
not  of  fuch  importance  to  the  nation,  as  the  a6l  which 
J750,  they  palled  for  encouraging  the  importation  of  pig 
and  bar-iron  from  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  North- 
America.  Every  well-wiflrer  to  his  country  re- 
fie6ted  with  concern  on  the  nature  of  the  Britifh 
trade  with  Sweden,  from  which  kingdom  the  fub- 
je6ts  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  imported  more  iron 
and  Heel  than  all  the  other  countries  in  Europe. 
For  this  article  they  paid  a very  great  balance  in 
ready  iTioney,  which  the  Swedes  again  expended  in 
purchafing  from  the  French,  and  other  mercantile 
powers,  thofe  necelTaries  and  fuperfluities  with  which 
they  might  have  been  as  cheaply  furniflied  by  Great- 
Britain.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Englifh  Colonies 
in  America  were  reftricted  by  fevere- duties  from 
making  advantage  of  their  own  produce,  in  ex- 

, changing  their  iron  for  fuch  commodities  as  they 

were  under  the  neceflity  of  procuring  from  their 
mother-country.  Such  reftriftion  was  not  only  a 
cruel  grievance  upon  our  own  fettlements,  but  alfo 
attended  with  manifeft  prejudice  to  the  intereft  of 
Great-Britain,  annually  drained  of  great  fums,  in 
favour  of  an  ungrateful  nation,  from  which  no  part 
of  them  returned  j whereas  the  iron  imported  from 
America  muft  of  neceffity  come  in  exchange  for 
our  own  manufadures.  The  Commons  having  ap- 
pointed a day  for  taking  this  affair  into  confidera- 
tion,  carefully  examined  into  the  Rate  of  the  Britifh 
commerce  carried  on  with  Sweden,  as  well  as  into 
the  accounts  of  iron  imported  from  the  plantations 
in  America ; and  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
having  refolved.  That  the  duties  on  American  pig 
and  bar-iron  Ihould  be  removed,  a bill*  was  brought 

' in 

* The  moft  remarkable  circumdance  attending  the  progrefs  of 
this  bill,  which  made  its  way  thiough  both  Houfes,  and  obtained 
the  royal  alfenr,  was  the  number  of  contradictory  petitions  in  favour 
and  in  prejudice  of  it,  while  it  remained  under  confideration.  The 
tanners  of  leather  in  and  about  the  town  of  Sheffield  in  Yorkfliire, 
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in  for  that  pnrpofe,  containing  a claufe,  however,  CHAP, 
to  prevent  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds  from  making  Reel, 
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reprefented,  That  if  the  bill  fliould  pafs,  the  Engllfh  iron  would  be 
underlbld  ; confequently,  a great  number  of  furnaces  and  forges 
would  be  difcontinued  : in  that  cafe  the  woods  ufed  for  fuel  would 
ftand  uncut,  and  the  tanners  be  deprived  of  oak-bark  fufficient  for 
the  continuance  and  fupport  of  their  occupation.  They  neverthelefs 
owned,  that  Ihould  the  duty  be  removed  from  pig-iron  only,  no 
fuch  confequence  could  be  apprehended;  becaufe,  fliould  the  num- 
ber of  furnaces  be  lelTened,  that  of  forges  would  be  increafed.  This 
was  likewife  the  plea  urged  in  divers  remonftrances  by  mailers  of 
iron-works,  gentlemen,  and  freeholders,  who  had  tra6ls  of  wood- 
land in  their  polTclIlon.  The  owners,  proprietors,  and  farmers  of 
furnaces  and  iron-forges,  belonging  to  Sheffield  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, enlarged  upon  the  great  expence  they  had  incurred  in  erefling 
and  fupporting  iron-works,  by  means  of  which  great  numbers  of 
his  Majefty’s  fubjefts  were  comfortably  fupported.  They  exprelfed 
their  apprehenfion,  that  ftiould  the  bill  pafs  into  a law,  it  could  not 
in  any  degree  lefl'en  the  confumption  of  Swediffi  iron,  which  was 
ufed  for  purpofes  which  neither  the  American  nor  Britilh  iron  would 
anfwer;  but  that  the  propol’ed  encouragement,  confidering  tha 
plenty  and  cheapnefs  of  wood  in  America,  would  enable  the  Colo- 
nies to  underfell  the  Britilh  iron,  a branch  of  traffick  which  would 
be  totally  deltroyed,  to  the  ruin  of  many  thoufand  labourers,  whor 
would  be  compelled  to  feek  their  livelihood  in  foreign  countries. 
They  likewife  fuggefted,  that  if  all  the  iron  manufaflurers  of  Great- 
Britain  ffiould  be  obliged  to  depend  upon  a fupply  of  iron  from  the 
plantations,  which  inuft  ever  be  rendered  precarious  by  the  hazard 
of  the  fea’s  and  the  enemy,  the  manufa6lures  would  probably  decay' 
for  want  of  materials,  and  many  thoufand  families  be  reduced  to 
want  and  mifery.  On  the  other  hand,  the  irojunongers  and  fmiths 
belonging  to  the  flourifliing  town  of  Birmingham  in  Warwicklhire, 
prel'ented  a petition,  declaring.  That  the  bill  would  be  of  great  be- 
nefit to  the  trade  of  the  nation,  as  it  would  enable  the  Colonifts  to 
make  larger  returns  ol  their  own  produce,  and  encourage  them  to 
take  a greater  quantity  of  the  Britifli  manutaftures.  They  affirmed, 
that  all  the  iron  works  in  the  illand  of  Great-Britain  did  not  fupply 
half  the  quantity  of  that  metal  fufficient  to  carry  on  the  manufa£lure; 
that  if  this  deficiency  could  be  fupplied  from  the  Colonies  in  Ame- 
rica, the  importatibn  would  ceafe,  and  confiderable  i'ums  of  money 
be  laved  to  the  nation.  They  ohferved,  that  the  importation  of  iron 
from  America  could  no  more  afte6l  the  iron-works  and  freeholders 
of  the  kingdom  than  the  like  quantity  imported  from  any  other 
country;  but  they  prayed  that  the  pesple  of  America  might  be  re- 
llrained  from  erecting  Hitting  or  rolling-mills,  or  forges  for  plating 
iron,  as  they  would  interfere  with  the  manufa<5lures  of  Great-Bri- 


tain. 


Many  remonftrances  to  the  fame  etfe6l  were  prefented  from  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  kingdom  ; and  it  appeared,  upon  tlie  moft  exa6l 
enquiry,  that  the  encouragement  of  American  iron  would  prove  ex- 
tremely beneficial  to  the  kingdom,  as  it  had  been  found,  upon  trial, 
applicable  to  all  the  ufes  of  bwedi/h  iron,  and  as  good  in  every  re- 
fpecl  as  the  ]»roduce  of  that  country. 
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and  eftablifhing  mills  for  flitting  and  rolling  iron 
within  the  Britifli  Colonies  of  America ; this  pre- 
caution being  taken,  that  the  Colonifts  might  not 
interfere  with  the  manufadlures  of  their  mother- 
country. 

§ XXXVI.  The  next  commercial  improvement, 
of  which  we  fliall  take  notice,  was  the  bill  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  Britifli  white-herring  and  cod- 
fiflieries.  This  was  likewife  the  refult  of  mature 
deliberation,  importing.  That  a bounty  of  thirty 
fliillings  per  ton  fliould  be  granted,  and  paid  out  of 
the  cufloms,  to  all  new  veflels  from  twenty  to  four- 
fcore  tons  burthen,  which  fliould  be  built  for  that 
purpofe,  and  adtually  employed  in  the  fifhery : That 
a fociety  fliould  be  incorporated,  under  the  name  of 
the  Free  Britifli  Fifhery,  by  a charter,  not  exclu- 
five,  with  power  to  raife  a capital  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ; and  that  three  pounds 
ten  fliillings  per  centum  per  annum  fliould  be  granted 
and  paid  out  of  the  Cuftoms  to  the  proprietors  for 
fourteen  years,  for  fo  much  of  the  capital  as  fliould 
be  adlually  employed  in  the  faid  fifheries.  Corre- 
fponding  chambers  were  propofed  to  be  eredled  in 
remote  parts  of  North-Britain,  for  taking  in  fub- 
feriptions,  and  profecuting  the  trade,  under  the 
diredtions  of  the  company  at  London  ; and  the  na- 
tion in  general  feemed  eager  to  difpute  this  branch 
of  commerce  with  the  fubjedbs  of  Holland,  whom 
they  confidered  as  ungrateful  interlopers.  In  the 
Floufe  of  Peers,  however,  the  bill  met  with  a for- 
midable oppofition  from  the  Earl  of  Winchelfea 
and  Lord  Sandys,  who  juftly  obferved.  That  it  was 
a crude,  indigefted  fcheme,  which,  in  the  execution, 
would  never  anfwer  the  expedlations  of  the  people : 
That  in  contending  with  the  Dutch,  who  are  the 
patterns  of  unwearied  induftry,  and  the  moft  rigid 
CEConomy,  nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  than  a 
j oint-ftock  company,  which  is  always  clogged  with  ex- 
traordinary expence  j or  than  the  refolution  of  fitting 
9 out 
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out  veiTels  at  the  port  of  London,  where  all  forts  ofc  HAP. 
materials,  labour,  and  feamen  are  fo  much  dearer  ^ ^ 

than  in  any  other  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  ex-  ,750. 
clufive  of  the  great  diflance  and  dangerous  voyage 
between  the  metropolis  and  the  Sound  of  Bralfa  in 
Shetland,  the  rendezvous  at  which  all  the  herring- 
buffes  were  to  affemble  in  the  beginning  of  the  hill- 
ing feafon.  They  likewife  took  notice  of  the  heavy 
duty  on  fait,  ufed  in  curing  the  hfh  for  fale,  and  the 
beef  for  provifion  to  the  mariners ; a circumftance 
of  itfelf  fufficient  to  difcourage  adventurers  from 
embarking  in  a commerce  which,  at  bed,  yields 
but  very  llender  profits  to  the  trader  in  particular, 
how  important  foever  it  might  prove  to  the  com- 
munity in  general.  Thefe  objections  were  anfwered 
by  the  Duke  of  Argyle  and  the  Earl  of  Granville, 
who  feemed  to  think  that  this  branch  of  trade  could 
not  be  fairly  fet  on  foot,  without  fuch  a confiderable 
fum  of  money  as  no  fingle  individual  would  care  to 
advance ; that  a joint-flock  company  would  be  able 
to  pro  fee  Lite  the  filliery  at  a fmaller  expence  than, 
that  which  particular  traders  muft  neceffarily  incur  ; 
that  the  prefent  fpirit  of  the  nation,  which  was 
eagerly  bent  upon  trying  the  experiment,  ought  not 
to  be  baulked  by  delay,  left  it  fliould  evaporate  i 
and  that  though  the  plan  was  not  unexceptionable, 
the  defefls  of  it  might  in  the  fequel  be  remedied  by 
tlie  legiflatiire.  In  a word,  the  bill  was  adopted  by 
the  majority,  with  a fmall  amendment  in  the  title, 
which  produced  forne  difquiets  in  the  Lower  Houfe : 
but  this  diipute  was  compromifed,  and  it  was  enacted 
into  a law  towards  the  ciofe  of  the  feflion.  Nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  publick  than  the 
fan^tion  of  the  legiQature  to  this  favourite  plan, 
whicli  was  ardently  promoted,  and  patron ifed  by 
men  of  the  greatefl  eminence  for  wealth  and  popu- 
larity. The  company  chofe  for  their  governor  the 
Prince  of  W ales,  who  received  this  proof  of  their 
attachment  and  refpeil  with  particular  marks  of 

fatisfaction : 
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BOOK  fadsfa^lion  * the  Treildcnt  and  V ice-Prefident  werci 
both  Aldermen  of  London  j and  the  Council  was 
compofed  of  thirty  gentlemen,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  members  of  Parliament.  Great  pains  were 
taken,  and  fome  artifice  was  ufed,  to  learn  the  Dutch 
method  of  curing  the  fifh.  People  crowded  with 
their  fubfcriptions ; a number  of  hands  were  em- 
ployed in  building  and  equipping  the  buffes  or  vef- 
fels  ufed  in  the  fiiliery;  and  the  moft  favourable 
confequences  were  expected  from  the  general  vigour 
and  alacrity  which  animated  thefe  preparations..  But 
the  fuccefs  did  not  gratify  the  fanguine  hopes  of  the 
projeftors  and  adventurers.  The  objedtions  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  foon  appeared  to  have  been 
well  founded : thefe  co-operating  with  mifmanage- 
ment  in  the  diredtors,  the  fpirit  of  the  Company 
began  to  flag,  the  natural  confequences  of  commer- 
cial difappointment,  and  now  the  Britifli  fifhery 
feems  to  languifh  under  the  negledl  of  the  legifla- 
ture. 

§ XXXVII.  Touching  the  trade  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  petitions  were  renewed  by  the  Company  and 
its  creditors,  the  merchants  of  Briftol,  Liverpool, 
and  Lancaflier ; and  a remcnftrance  was  prefented 
by  the  planters  and  merchants  intereffed  in  the  Bri* 
tifh  fugar  fettlcments  in  America : but  the  Com- 
mons adhered  to  their  former  refolutions  of  laying 
open  the  trade,  maintaining  the  forts  at  the  publick 
expence,  and  regulating  the  commerce  by  a com- 
mittee of  merchants^  reprefenting  the  chief  trading 
towns  in  the  kingdom,  to  be  fuperintended  by  the 
board  of  trade  and  plantations.  The  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly framed  and  prefented,  and  having  pro- 
ceeded through  both  Houfes  without  oppofition, 
obtained  the  royal  affent.  Over  and  above  thefe 
wife,  faliitary,  and  patriotick  meafures  for  the  im- 
provement of  commerce,  they  encouraged  the  im- 
portation of  rav/  filk  by  an  aft,  reducing  the  duties 
forimerly  payable  on  that  which  was  the  growth  of 
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China,  to  the  fame  that  is  ralfed  on  the  raw  filk  from  chap. 
Italy,  and  allowing  the  fame  drawback  upon  the , ^ 

exportation  of  the  one  which  had  been  ufually  granted 
on  the  other.  A fecond  bill  was  brought  in  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  growth  and  culture  of  filk  in 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  where  it  had  been  lately  pro- 
duced with  extraordinary  fuccefs,  by  freeing  from 
all  duties  that  which  fliould  be  imported  from  his 
Majefty’s  dominions  in  America ; and  a third  was 
framed,  permitting  raw  filk  of  the  growth  or  pro- 
duce of  Perfia,  purchafed  in  Ruflia,  to  be  imported 
into  Great-Britain,  from  any  port  or  place  belong- 
ing to  the  empire  of  RulTia.  Divers  efforts  were 
made,  by  different  members  in  the  oppofition,  to 
reflify  certain  abufes  in  the  army  and  adminiftra- 
tion  : fome  bills  were  brought  in,  and  feveral  peti- 
tions were  left  on  the  table ; but  all  of  them  proved 
abortive,  from  the  power  and  influence  of  the  mini- 
fter,  who  feemed  refolved  that  no  benefit  fliould  flow 
upon  the  nation  through  any  channel  but  his  own. 
Neverthelefs,  it  mufl:  be  acknowledged,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  his  memory,  that  there  is  no  feffion  on 
record  fo  produ6live  as  this  was  of  meafures  advan- 
tageous to  the  communitv. 

§ XXXVI I L The  people,  however,  were  not 
entirely  fatisfied  with  the  condufl  of  the  adminiflra- 
tion,  if  we  may  Judge  from  the  ferment  and  com- 
motions railed  during  the  progrefs  of  an  eleflion  for 
a citizen  to  reprefent  the  city  of  Weftminfler  in  Par- 
liament. The  feat  which  had  been  filled  by  Lord 
Trentham,  eldefl:  fon  of  Earl  Gower,  having  be- 
come vacant,  in  confequence  of  that  nobleman’s 
accepting  a place  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  he 
again  declared  himfelf  a candidate,  and  met  with  a 
violent  oppofition.  Thofe,  who  ftiled  themfelves 
the  independent  eleflors  of  Weftminfler,  being  now 
incenfed  to  an  uncommon  degree  of  turbulence  by 
the  interpofition  of  minifterial  influence,  determined 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  baffle  the  defigns 
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B o o K of  the  Court,  and  at  the  fame  time  take  vengeance 
on  the  family  of  Earl  Gower,  who  had  entirely  aban- 
j7^o.  doned  the  oppofition,  of  which  he  was  formerly  one 
of  the  mod:  refpeded  leaders.'  With  this  view  they 
held  confultations,  agreed  to  refolutions,  and  fet  up 
a private  gentleman,  named  Sir  George  Vandepiit, 
as  the  competitor  of  Lord  Trentham,  declaring  that 
they  would  fupport  his  pretenfions  at  their  own  ex- 
pence, being  the  more  encouraged  to  this  enterprize 
by  the  countenance  and  affiftance  of  the  Prince  of 
V^ales  and  his  adherents.  They  accordingly  opened 
houfes  of  entertainment  for  their  partifans,  follicited 
votes,  circulated  remonftrances,  and  propagated 
abufe  : in  a word,  they  canvaffed,  with  fnrprifing 
fpirit  and  perfeverance,  againft  the  whole  intereit  of 
St.  James’s.  Mobs  were  hired  and  proccllions 
made  on  both  fides,  and  the  city  of  Weftminfter 
was  filled  wdth  tumult  and  uproar.  I'he  miutual 
animiofity  of  the  parties  feemed  every  day  to  increafe 
during  the  eledlion,  and  a great  number  of  unqua- 
lified votes  were  prefented  on  both  fides  : all  the 
powers  of  infinuation,  obloquy,  and  ridicule,  were 
employed  to  vilify  and  depreciate  both  eandidates. 
At  length  the  poll  being  clofed,  a majority  of  votes 
appeared  in  behalf  of  L,ord  Trentham  : but  a fcrii- 
tiny  being  demanded  by  the  other  fide,  the  return- 
ing officer  complied  with  their  requeu.  The  Speaker 
of  the  Lower  Houfe  had  iffued  his  warrant  for  a new 
writ  of  eleclion  about  the  middle  of  November; 
and  towards  the  end  of  February  Mr.  Fox,  Secre- 
tary at  War,  ftanding  up,  and  obferving  that  no 
return  had  yet  been  made,  thought  proper  to  move, 
That  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  the  Meflenger  Extra- 
ordinary attending  the  great  feal,  the  Under-fheriff 
of  Middlefex,  and  the  High-bailiff  of  Weftminfter, 
ihould  attend  next  morning,  and  give  an  account  or 
their  ifiuing,  delivering,  and  executing  the  writ  of 
eledLion.  Thefe  being  examined,  and  the  High- 
bailiff  declaring  that  he  would  proceed  with  all  pof- 
‘ ■'’  6 ■ fiblc 
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fible  difpatch  in  the  fcrutiny,  which  had  been  de-  chap. 
manded  and  was  begun,  Mr.  Speaker  explained  to  ^ ^ 
him  fome  particulars  of  his  duty;  in  the  difcharge 
of  which,  he  was  given  to  underftand  he  might  de- 
pend upon  the  protedlion  of  the  Houfe,  fhould  he 
meet  with  any  obftruftion  which  he  could  not  other- 
wife  furmount.  By  the  violence  and  caprice  with 
which  a great  number  of  votes  were  contefted  on 
both  Xides,  the  fcrutiny  was  protrabted  a long  time, 
and  the  return  attended  with  fome  extraordinary 
confequences,  which  fhall  be  particularifed  among 
the  tranfadlions  of  the  next  year.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  prefent  feflion  of  Parliament  was  clofed  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  April,  v;ith  a fpeech  from  the  throne,  ' 
commending  the  Commons  for  having  feized  the 
very  firft  opportunity  of  reducing  the  intereft  of  the 
national  debt,  without  the  lead  infringement  upon 
the  faith  of  Parliament ; and  congratulating  them 
on  the  flourifhing  date  of  the  publick  credit,  which 
could  not  fail  to  add  drength  and  reputation  to  the 
government,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  rifing  of  the  Parliament,  his  Majedy 
appointed  a Regency  to  govern  the  kingdom  in  his 
abj'ence,  and  embarked  for  the  Continent,  in  order 
to  vifit  his  German  dominions. 

§ XXXIX.  The  month  of  January  and  the  be- 
ginning of  February  were  didinguidied,  the  fird  day 
by  a very  remarkable  Aurora  Borealis,  appearing  at 
night  to  the  north- ead,  of  a deep  and  duflcy  reel 
colour,  like  the  reflexion  of  fome  great  fire,  for 
which  it  was  by  many  people  midaken ; and  the 
corufeations,  unlike  thofe  that  are  generally  ob- 
ferved,  did  not  meet  in  the  zenith,  but  in  a point 
fome  degrees  to  the  fouthward.  February  was 
ufhered  in  by  terrible  peals  of  thunder,  flafhes  of 
lightening,  and  fuch  a temped  of  wind,  hail,  and 
rain,  as  overwhelmed  with  fear  and  condernation 
the  inhabitants  of  Bridol,  where  it  chiefly  raged. 

On  the  eighth  day  of  the  fame  month,  between 
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twelve  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  the  people  of  Lon- 
don were  flill  more  dreadfully  alarmed  by  the  fliock 
of  an  earthquake,  which  fhook  all  the  hotifes  with 
fuch  violence,  that  the  furniture  rocked  on  the  floors, 
the  pewter  and  porcelaine  rattled  on  the  fhclves,  the 
chamber-bells  rano-  and  the  whole  of  this  commo- 
tion  was  attended  with  a clap  or  noife  refembling 
that  produced  by  the  fall  of  fome  heavy  piece  of  fur- 
niture. The  (hock  extended  through  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weftminller,  and  was  felt  on  both  fides 
the  river  Thames,  from  Greenwich  to  the  weftward 
of  Ivondon ; but  not  perceptible  at  any  confiderable 
diftance.  On  the  very  fame  day  of  the  next  month, 
between  five  and  fix  o'clock  in  the  iTiorning,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  w^ere  again  affrighted 
by  a fecond  fliock,  more  violent  than  the  firft,  and 
abundantly  more  alarming,  as  it  waked  the  greater 
part  of  the  people  from  their  repofe.  It  was  pre- 
ceded by  a fucceffion  of  thick  low  flaflies  of  lighten- 
ing, and  a rumbling  noife,  like  that  of  a heavy  car- 
riage rolling  over  a hollow  pavement.  The  fhock 
itfelf  confilted  of  repeated  vibrations,  which  lafted 
fome  feconds,  and  violently  fhook  every  houfe  from 
top  to  bottom.  Again  the  chairs  rocked,  the  fhelves 
clattered^  the  fmail  bells  rang,  and  in  fome  places 
publick  clocks  were  heard  to  ftrike.  Many  perfons, 
roufed  by  this  terrible  vifitation,  flatted  naked  from 
their  beds,  and  ran  to  their  doors  and  window's  in 
dillraftion  : yet  no  life  was  loll,  and  no  houfe  over- 
thrown by  this  concuffion,  though  it  was  fo  dreadful 
as  to  threaten  an  immediate  diifolution  of  the  globe. 
'The  circumflance,  however,  did  not  fail  to  make  a 
deep  impreffion  upon  ignorant,  w’eak,  and  luperfli- 
tious  minds,  which  were  the  more  affeded  by  the 
confideration  that  the  tw^o  fnocks  were  periodical; 
that  the  fecond,  which  happened  exadfly  one  month 
after  the  firfl,  had  been  the  more  violent ; and  that 
the  next,  increafmg  in  proportion,  might  be  atten- 
ded with  the  miofl  difmal  confequences.  This  ge- 
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neral  notion  was  confirmed,  and  indeed  propagated,  chap. 
among  all  ranks  of  people,  by  the  admonitions  of  a 
fanatick  foldier,  who  publickly  preached  up  repen- 
tance,  and  boldly  prophefied  that  the  next  fhock 
would  happen  on  the  fame  day  of  April,  and  totally 
deftroy  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter.  Con- 
fidering  the  infeftious  nature  of  fear  and  fuperfti- 
tion,  and  the  emphatick  manner  in  which  the  ima- 
gination had  been  prepared  and  prepoiTefTed,  it  was 
no  wonder  that  the  predi6lion  of  this  illiterate  en- 
thufiafl  fhould  have  contributed,  in  a great  meafure, 
to  augment  the  general  terror.  The  churches  were 
crowded  with  penitent  finners : the  fons  of  riot  and 
profligacy  were  over- awed  into  fobriety  and  deco- 
rum. The  ftreets  no  longer  refounded  with  execra- 
tions, or  the  ncife  of  brutal  licentioufnefs  ; and  the 
liand  of  charity  was  liberally  opened.  Thofe,  v/hom 
fortune  had  enabled  to  retire  from  the  devoted  city, 
fled  to  the  country  with  hurry  and  precipitation, 
infomuch  that  the  highways  were  encumbered  with 
horfes  and  carriages.  Many  who  had,  in  the  be- 
ginning, combated  thefe  groundlefs  fears  with  the 
weapons  of  reafon  and  ridicule,  began  infenfibly  to 
Imbibe  the 'contagion,  and  felt  their  hearts  fail,  in 
proportion  as  the  hour  of  probation  approached  : 
even  fcience  and  philofophy  were  not  proof  againfl: 
the  unaccountable  eflefts  of  this  comimunication.  In 
after-ages  it  will  hardly  be  believed,  that  on  the 
evening  of  the  eighth  day  of  April,  the  open  fields 
that  fkirt  the  metropolis  W’ere  filled  with  an  incre- 
dible number  of  people,  aflembled  in  chairs,  in 
chaifes,  and  coaches,  as  well  as  on  foot,  who  w'aited 
in  the  moft  fearful  fulpence  until  morning,  and  the 
return  of  day  difproved  the  truth  of  the  dreaded 
prophefy.  Then  their  fears  vanifhed  : they  returned 
to  their  refpeftive  habitations  in  a tranfport  of  jovj 
and  were  fcon  reconciled  to  their  abandoned  vices, 
vrhich  they  feemed  to  refume  with,  redoubled  affec- 
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tion,  and  once  more  bade  defiance  to  the  vengeance 
of  heaven. 

§ XL..  By  this  time  all  the  gaols  in  England  were 
filled  with  the  refufe  of  the  army  and  navy,  who 
liaving  been  difmiired  at  the  peace,  and  either  averfe 
to  labour,  or  excluded  from  employment  had  natu- 
rally preyed  upon  the  commonwealth.  Great  nnm- 
bers  of  thofe  wretches  who,  by  proper  regulations, 
might  have  been  rendered  ferviceable  to  the  com- 
munity, were  executed  as  examples;  and  the  reft 
perifhed  mifcrably,  amidfi:  tlie  ilench  and  horrors 
of  noifome  dungeons.  Even  the  prifon  of  Newgate 
was  rendered  fo  infedlious  by  the  uncommon  crowds 
of  confined  felons,  flowed  together  in  clofe  apart- 
ments, that  the  very  air  they  breathed  acquired  z 
peflilential  degree  of  putrefadion.  It  was  this  pu- 
trified  air,  wJiich,  adhering  to. the  clothes  of  the 
malefadlors  brought  to  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  Old- 
Bailey  in  May,  produced  among  the  audience  a pef- 
tilential  fever,  which  infeded  and  proved  fatal  to 
the  Loi'd-Mayor  of  London,  to  one  Alderman,  two 
of  the  Judges,  divers  lawyers  who  attended  the  fef- 
fion,  the  greatefl  part  of  the  jury,  and  a confider- 
able  number  of  the  fpedators.  In  order  to  prevent 
fuch  difafters  for  the  future,  the  gaols  were  cleanfed, 
and  accommodated  with  ventilators,  which  exhauft 
the  foul  and  fupply  a circulation  of  frefh  air ; and 
other  humane  precautions  were  taken  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  prifoners. 

§ XLI.  The  affairs  of  the  continent  underwent 
no  remarkable  alteration.  An  AmbafTador  Extra- 
ordinary being  fent  to  Peterlburgh  fi'om  the  court- 
of  London,  declared  to  the  Czarina’s  minifler,  that 
in  cafe  of  a rupture  between  Ruflia  and  Sweden, 
occafioned  by  the  hoftilities  committed  by  the  for- 
mer pow'er,  his  Britannick  Majefly  would  confider 
Rufiia  as  the  aggreflbr,  and  the  Czarina  could  not 
expedt  that  he  would  flipply  her  with  the  fuccours 
which  he  was  engaged  by  treaty  to  furniffi  for  her 
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defence,  in  cafe  flie  fliould  be  attacked.  A deck-  CHAP. 

mtlon  of  the  lame  nature  was  made  by  the  Ambaf-  ^ 

iador  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  ,720. 
while  the  minifters  of  France  and  Prufiia,  who  were 
in  ftri61;  alliance  with  Sweden,  gave  her  to  iinder- 
Iland,  that  they  would  pnnftually  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements with  the  court  of  Stockholm,  fliould  flie 
actually  invade  the  Swedifli  territories  of  Finland. 

The  fpirit  with  which  the  King  of  PrufTia  exerted 
himfelf  on  this  occafion,  o:ave  infinite  umbray^e  to 
the  Czarina,  who,  indeed,  expreffed  her  refent- 
ment,  by  treating  the  minifter  of  Brandenburgh  with 
contemptuous  negie6l,  and  even  refufed  to  favour 
him  witii  an  audience,  till  he  fliould  be  vefted  with 
the  charadter  of  Ambaflador.  Thus  were  fown  the 
feeds  of  mifunderftanding  between  thofe  two  powers, 
which,  in  'the  fequel,  grew  up  to  the  moft  bitter 
animofity,  and  ferved  to  inflame  thofe  diflentions 
which  have  defolated  the  fairefl  pi-ovinces  of  Ger- 
many. The  remonftrance  of  his  PrufTian  Majefty, 
with  refpedl  to  the  troubles  of  the  North,  was  couched 
in  fuch  terms  as  gave  diflatisfadlion  to  the  Court  of 
Peterfburgh.  The  Ruffian  Minifter  retired  from 
Berlin  without  the  ceremony  of  taking  leave,  and 
the  Pruffian  Ambaffiador  Warendorf  v/as  recalled 
from  the  Court  of  the  Czarina. 

§ XLIl.  The  attention  of  his  Britannick  Majefty 
was  not  v/holly  engrofied  by  the  difputes  between 
Ruffia  and  Sweden.  He  had  another  objecl  in  view,' 
which  more  nearly  concerned  the  intereft  of  his  Ger- 
man dominions ; and  had  let  on  foot  two  negocia- 
tions  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  comiPierce  and 
advantage  of  Great-Britain.  His  find  and  principal 
aim  was,  in  conjundtion  with  the  Court  of  Vienna, 
to  take  fuch  meafures  as  would  fecure  the  fuccefiion 
of  the  Imperial  dignity  to  the  Archduke  Jofeph, 
eldeft  foil  and  heir  to  the  reigning  Emperor.  As 
the  previous  ftep  to  that  elevation,  it  was  propofed 
j:o  elcdf  this  young  Prince  King  of  the  Romans  ; 
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and  for  this  purpofe  it  was  neceflary  to  procure  a 
majority  not  only  of  the  eleftors,  but'alfo  in  the  diet 
of  the  empire,  through  which  the  propofal  muft  have 
pafTed.  No  Hone  was  left  unturned  to  reconcile  this 
expedient  to  the  German  Princes.  Subfidks  were 
offered  by  the  maritime  powers  of  England,  and 
the  States- General,  to  the  Ele6lors  of  Mentz  and 
Colognj  and  a treaty  of  the  fame  nature  was  con- 
cluded with  the  Ededlor  of  Bavaria,  who,  in  confi- 
deration  of  an  annual  fubfidy,  amounting  to  forty 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  two-thirds  to  be  paid  by 
Britain,  and  the  reft  by  the  States-General,  engaged 
to  keep  in  readinefs  a body  of  fix  thoufand  infantry, 
as  auxiliaries  to  the  Maritime  Powers,  though  not  to 
adl  againft  the  Emperor  or  emipire ; and  to  join  the 
intereft  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  in  the  diet,  as 
well  as  in  the  eledloral  college.  In  order  to  render 
the  King  of  Poland,  Eledtor  of  Saxony,  propitious 
to  this  defign,  he  was  accommodated  with  the  loan 
ol  a very  confiderable  fum,  upon  the  mortgage  of 
certain  bailiwicks  and  lordfhips  belonging  to  the 
Saxon  dominions.  Thus,  a majority  of  the  electors 
was  fecured,  and  fuch  foundations  were  laid  for  the 
fuccefs  of  this  projedt,  that  it  was  generally  believed 
it  would  be  accomplifhed  in  his  Britannick  Majeftyh 
next  vifit  to  his  German  dominions.  Elopes,  it 
was  faid,  were  given  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  that 
his  concurrence  would  be  gratified  by  ercdling  the 
Houfe  of  Heffe-Caffel,  of  w'hich  he  was  head,  into 
a tenth  eledlorate.  Arguments  of  an  interefting 
nature  were  ufed  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  the 
Ededlor  Palatine,  that,  if  poffible,  the  diet  might 
unanimoufly  approve  of  this  meafure,  fo  neceffary 
for  eftablifhing  the  peace  of  the  empire,  and  pre- 
venting fuch  troubles  as  arofe  from  a difputed  liic- 
cefiion  at  the  death  of  Charles  the  Sixth.  Thefe 
endeavours,  however,  did  not  fucceed  in  their  full 
extent. 
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§ XLIII.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  as  Eleflor  ofcHAP. 
Brandenburghj  oppofed  the  ele6lion  as  unnecefTary 
and  improper,  on  account  of  the  health  and  vigour 
of  the  reigning  Emperor,  and  the  tender  years  of 
the  Archduke.  This  Monarch  had  fet  himfelf  up 
as  a balance  to  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
which  had  long  afpired  to  abfolute  dominion  over 
its  co-eftates,  and  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  an  here- 
ditary right  of  fucceflion  to  the  empire  : he,  there- 
fore, employed  all  his  influence  to  fruftrate  the  mea- 
fure  propofed,  either  aduated  by  a fpirit  of  pure 
patriotifm,  or  infpired  with  defigns  which  he  had 
not  yet  thought  proper  to  declare.  The  oppofition 
was  joined  by  the  Ele61:or  Palatine,  and  countenan- 
ced by  the  French  King ; who  protefled,  that,  for 
the  fake  of  peace,  he  would  not  oppofe  this  eledtion, 
though  contrary  to  the  Golden  Bull,  provided  it 
fhould  be  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  confent  of 
the  electoral  college  : but,  fhould  any  one  member 
fignify  his  difTent,  and  he  or  any  State  of  the  em- 
pire claim  the  proteftion  and  alTiftance  of  his  Mold 
Chriftian  Majefly,  he  could  not  difpenfe  with  grant- 
ing both,  in  confequence  of  his  being  guarantee  of 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  i an  engagement  by  which 
he  was  obliged  to  fuccour  thofe  Princes  and  States 
of  the  empire  who  might  have  recourfe  to  him,  in 
cafe  of  any  grievance  they  fuftered,  contrary  to  what 
was  flipulated  in  that  conftitution.  This  declara- 
tion' co-operating  with  the  known  character  of  his 
Pruiflan  Majefly,  whofe  great  army  over-awed  Ha- 
nover and  Bohemia,  in  all  probability  damped  that 
vigour  with  which  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Heren- 
haufen  had  hitherto  profecuted  this  important 
nco;ociation. 

\ XLIV.  The  fecond  obje6t  that  employed  the 
attention  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  was  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  precife  limits  of  Acadia,  or  Nova- 
Scotia,  where  the  new  colony  had  fuflered  great 
pnjfchief  and  interruption  from  the  incurfions  of  the 
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Indians,  excited  to  thefe  outrages  by  the  fiibjefts 
and  emiffaries  of  France.  Commiflaries  had  been 
appointed,  by  both  crowns,  to  meet  at  Paris,  and 
compromife  thefe  difputes : but  the  conferences  were 
rendered  abortive  by  every  art  of  cavilling,  chicane- 
ry, and  procraftination,  which  the  French  commif- 
fioners  oppofed  to  the  juftice  and  perfpicuity  of  the 
Englifli  claims.  They  not  only  mifinterpreted  trea- 
ties, though  exprefled  with  the  utmofl  precifion, 
and  perplexed  the  conferences  with  difficulties  and 
matter  foreign  to  the  fubjecl,  but  they  carried  the 
finefTe  of  perfidy  fo  far  as  to  produce  falfe  charts 
and  maps  of  the  country,  in  which  the  rivers  and 
boundaries  were  mifplaced  and  mifreprefented.  At 
this  time  alfo  the  infmcerlty  of  the  French  court 
appeared  in  affedted  delays  and  artful  objedfions, 
with  refpedl  to  the  evacuation  of  the  neutral  iflands 
in  the  Weft-Indies ; and  the  governors  of  the  Bri- 
tiffi  plantations,  in  different  parts  of  North- Ameri- 
ca, tranfmitted  intelligence,  that  the  French  had 
begun  to  make  encroachments  on  the  back  of  the 
Flngliffi  colonies. 

§ XLV.  Perhaps  the  precarious  footing  on  which 
peace  ftood  between  Great-Britain  and  France  at 
this  jundlure,  and  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs  in 
Germany,  determined  the  miniftry  of  England  to 
compromife  all  differences  with  Spain,  upon  fuch 
terms  as  at  any  other  time  they  would  hardly  have 
embraced.  In  order  to  difcufs  thofe  points  between 
the  two  nations,  which  had  not  been  fettled  by  the 
treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  conferences  were  alfo  be- 
gun at  Madrid,  and  carried  on  by  Mr.  Keene,  ple- 
nipotentionary  of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  and  Don 
Jofeph  de  Carvajal  and  Lancaftro,  the  Spanifh 
King’s  minifter.  At  length  a treaty  was  concluded 
on  thefe  conditions  : The  King  of  Spain  engaged 
to  pay,  in  three  months,  to  the  South-Sea  company 
of  England,  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
as  an  indemnification  for  all  claims  upon  his  crown, 
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by  virtue  of  the  Affiento.  In  other  refpefcs,  the  chap. 
trade  an.d  navigation  of  the  Englifn  to  the  ports  , E ^ 
of  Spain  were  regulated  by  former  treaties.  It  was  17^0. 
ftipulated.  That  they  diould  pay  no  other  duties 
than  thofe  that  were  exacted  of  them  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  IT.  of  Spain;  That  they  fhould  be  treated 
on  the  footing  of  the  moil  flivoured  nations ; and 
continue  to  enioy  the  privilege  of  taking  lalt  at  the 
iiland  of  Tortuga.  But  there  was  no  article  re- 
llridling  the  Spanifli  guarda- codas  from  fearching 
the  Britiili  veifels  on  the  high  leas ; although,  as 
we  have  already  obferved,  this  infolent  prerogative, 
afiumed  without  right,  and  exercifed  without  liu- 
manity,  w^as,  in  effedt,  the  original  and  foie  caufe  of 
the  late  rupture,  which  had  been  attended  with  fuch 
enormous  expence  to  the  nation,  it  mull  be  owned, 
however,  that  his  Catholick  Maiefly  was  at  this  period 
extremely  well  difpofed  to  live  upon  good  terms  with 
Great-Britain.  He  w’as  refolved  to  indulge  his  people 
with  the  bleiTings  of  peace,  to  propagate  a ipirit  of 
induilry  throughout  his  dominions,  and  in  particu- 
lar to  encourage  commerce,  which  he  forefaw  would 
prove  a much  more  certain  and  inexhauflible  fource 
of  wealth,  power,  and  induence,  than  all  the  trea  i 
fures  he  could  drain  from  the  mines  of  Mexico  and 
Peru.  His  refolutions  on  this  interefting  fubjedc 
were  chiefly  directed  by  Don  Ricardo  Wall,  who 
now  adled  as  his  minifler  at  London  ; a gentleman 
of  Irifh  extradl,  who  had  diflinguiihed  himlelf  in 
the  field  as  well  as  in  the  cabinet,  and  poflefied  the 
joint  qualifications  of  a general  and  a flatefman.  He 
had,  by  virtue  of  a palfport,  come  over  privately 
to  England  before  the  peace,  in  order  to  pave  the 
\vay  for  the  treaty,  by  a fecret  negociation  with  the 
Lnglifli  miniflers ; but  immediately  after  the  peace 
was  proclai.med,  he  appeared  in  the  eharadler  of 
amballador.  He  w'as  poflefied  of  the  mofl  infinua- 
ting  addrds,  fhrewd,  penetrating,  .and  inquifitive. 

While  he  refided  in  L.ondon,  he  fpared  no  pains  in 
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BOOK  learning  the  nature  of  thofe  maniifa6lures,  and  that 
, . commerce,  by  which  Great-Britain  had  been  fo  re- 

1750.  markably  aggrandized ; and  on  his  return  to  Spain, 
where  in  a little  time  he  was  placed  at  the  helm  of 
affairs,  he  turned  the  knowledge  he  had  thus  ac- 
quired to  the  advantage  of  his  country.  He  not 
only  promoted  the  ufeful  arts  within  the  kingdom  of 
Spain,  but  demonftrated  the  infinite  advantage  that 
would  accrue  from  an  a£live  trade,  which  the  Spa- 
niards had  for  many  ages  negledted ; and  in  a few 
years  their  fliips  were  feen  to  fwarm  in  all  the  com- 
mercial ports  of  Europe.  Of  other  foreign  events 
which  diftinguifhed  this  fummer,  the  moft  remark- 
able was  the  death  of  John  King  of  Portugal,  who 
perfeclly  underftood,  and  Readily  purfued,  the  true 
interefts  of  his  country,  and  in  whom  many  prince- 
ly qualities  were  debal'ed  by  a cruel  Ipirit  of  bigotry 
and  fuperflition.  He  was  fucceedeci  by  his  eldeft 
fon  Jofeph,  who,  if  he  has  fallen  fliort  of  his  fa- 
ther in  Ibme  refpecls,  cannot  be  iuftly  charged  with 
having  inherited  tliis  paternal  v/eaknefs. 

§ XLVT.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  having  re- 
turned to  England,  opened  the  feffion  of  parliament 
in  January  with  a fpeech,  importing,  That  he  had 
concluded  a treaty  with  the  King  of  Spain,  and 
amicably  adjuflcd  fuch  differences  as  could  not  be  fo 
properly  compromifed  in  a general  treaty : That 
the  commerce  of  this  nation  with  that  country  was 
re-eftablifl'ied  upon  the  mod  advantageous  and  fure 
foundations  ; and  tlrat  there  was  the  greateft  reafon 
to  hope  the  ancient  friendflrip  between  Great-Britain 
and  Spain  would,  from  mutual  inclination  as  wdl 
as  intereft,  be  now  effectually  reftored.  Ele  told 
them,  that  in  conjunction  with  the  Emprefs-Queen 
and  the  States-General,  he  had  conclucled  a treaty 
with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria;  and  was  employed  in 
taking  fuch  further  meafures  as  might  belt  tend  to 
Itrengthen  and  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  Empire, 
lupport  its  fyftem,  ant]  timely  anticipate  i'uch  events 

as 
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as  had  been  found  by  experience  to  endanger  the 
common  canfe,  involve  Europe  in  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  occafion  the  lofs  of  much  blood  and  trea- 
fure  to  thefe  kingdoms.  He  promifed,  that  both 
thefe  treaties  Ihould  be  fubjedled  to  their  perufal : 
he  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  he  had  received 
from  all  the  other  contracting  powers  in  the  defini- 
tive treaty  of^Aix-la-Chapelle  the  mod  full  and 
clear  declarations  of  their  refolution  to  preferve  the 
general  peace  ; and  that  he  had  taken  care  to  confo- 
lidate  the  ties  of  union  and  friendlkip  between  him 
and  his  allies,  the  better  to  fecure  their  mutual  in- 
terefts,  maintain  the  peace  already  fubfifting,  and 
prevent  the  occafion  of  any  future  rupture.  Final- 
ly, he  recommended  unanimity,  the  improvement 
of  commerce,  and  the  effedlual  fupprefiion  of  •fuch 
outrages  and  violences  as  are  inconfiftent  with  o-ood 
order  and  government,  and  endanger  the  lives  and 
properties  of  the  fubjedt,  whofe  happinefs  and  flou- 
riiliing  condition  he  had  entirely  at  heart. 

§ XLVII.  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an 
addrefs  of  thanks,  couched  in  terms  that  favoured 
of  the  mod  implicit  complaifance,  approbation,  and 
acquiefcence  in  the  meafures  which  the  Crowm  had 
taken,  the  Earl  of  Eg — t,  and  fome  other  anti- 
courtiers, affirmed,  that  fuch  an  addrefs  vmuld  be 
equally  fervile  and  abfurd.  They  obferved.  That 
nothing  could  be  more  prepoderous  than  a blind  ap- 
probation of  meafures  which  they  did  not  know  : 
That  nothing  could  be  more  ridiculous  than  their 
congratulations  on  the  prefent  happy  tranquillity, 
when  almod  every  day’s  news-papers  informed  them 
of  fome  Britiffi  ffiip’s  being  feized  by  the  Spaniards, 
or  fome  new  attack  made  by  the  French  on  our  in- 
fant colony  in  Nova-Scotia.  With  refpedt  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  they  affirmed,  that  the  tran- 
quillity of  Germany  would  have  been  upon  a much 
more  folid  foundation,  had  England  never  interpofed 
in  the  affiiirs  of  the  Empire : in  that  cafe  the  Princes 

would 


301 

HAP. 


1742. 


302  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

B ()  o K would  of  themfelves  have  fupported  the  conftitutioil 

^ of  their  own  countiy:  That  the  eledion  of  an  infant 

iT-iol^fop  King  of  the  Romans  was  much  more  likely  to 
difturb  than  eftabliih  the  tranquillity  of  Europe ; be- 
caufe  it  would  help  to  overturn  the  conftitution  of 
the  Empire,  by  rendering  the  Imperial  dignity  here- 
ditary in  one  Houfe,  inftead  of  being  the  reliilt  of  a 
free  eleftion.  They  took  notice,  that  the  conflitu- 
tion  had  provided  vicars  to  govern  the  Empire 
during  the  vacancy  of  the  Imperial  throne;  but  had 
made  no  provifion  of  regents,  proteftors,  or  guar- 
dians, for  a minor  Emperor,  becaiife  it  was  never 
fuppofed  that  a minor  would  be  chofen.  They  in- 
veighed againfi:  the  late  treaty  v/ith  Spain  ; in  which, 
they  faid,  the  rninifery,  for  the  paltry  fum  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  had  given  up  the  claims 
of  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  other  Britifh  mer- 
chants, who  had  furfered  from  depredations  to  the 
amount  of  one  million  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds ; and  bartered  away  the  freedom  of  our  trade 
and  navigation,  by  leaving  untouched  that  prero- 
gative which  the  Spaniards  have  alTumed  of  fearch- 
ing  the  Britifli  Ihips  in  the  open  feas,  and  confifeating 
them,  fnould  tliey  find  on  board  the  lead:  particle  of 
what  they  called  contraband  merchandize.  They 
produced  an  inftance  of  an  Englifii  fhip,  lately  driven 
by  firefs  of  weather  into  one  of  the  ports  of  the 
Spanifh  Weft-Indies,  where  fhe  was  fearched,  feized, 
and  condemned,  under  this  pretence.  They  reca- 
pitulated the  conducl  of  the  French,  who,  in  the 
midft  of  their  declarations  of  peace  and  moderation, 
were  ftill  employed  in  fortifying  their  fettlements  on 
the  neutral  ifiands,  as  well  as  in  harrafiing  and  en- 
croaching upon  our  plantations  in  North-America. 
They  exclaimed  againft  the  treaty  of  fubfidy  with 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  or  any  other  Prince  in  time 
of  peace ; obferving,  that  for  fomie  years  the  nation 
had  paid  fuch  penfions  to  the  Danes  and  the  Hel- 
fians ; but,  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  war,  the  former 
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abandoned  our  interefts,  and  the  latter  adlually  took  chap. 

arms  againft  Great-Britain.  They  afBriTied,  that  ^ ^ 

the  fubfidy  was  greater  than  the  nation  could  fpare; 
for,  unlefs  the  land-tax  fhould  be  continued  at  four 
ihillings  in  the  pound,  they  could  not  afford  a fhil- 
ling  to  any  Prince  in  Germany,  without  encroaching 
upon  the  finking  fund.  At  fuch  a juncture  (faid 
“ a certain  member)  will  any  gentleman  prefume  to 
propofe  the  continuation  of  fuch  an  impofition  on 
the  land-holder,  for  the  fake  of  bribing  the  Princes 
of  Germany  to  do  what? — to  preferve  the  fi'ee- 
“ dom  and  independency  of  their  native  country. 

I fay.  Princes  of  Germany,  becaiife^this  fubfidy  to 
Bavaria  will  fignify  nothing,  unlefs  we  take  half  a 
“ fcore  more  of  them  into  our  pay;  and  when  we 
have  thus  indulged  them  for  feven  years  of  peace, 
they  may  give  us  the  flip,  as  others  have  done, 
whenever  another  war  fliould  be  declared.’* 

Againft  thefe  objections  the  motion  was  fupported 
by  Mr.  William  Pitt,  at  this  time  an  advocate  for 
the  miniitry.  Pie  obferved,  that  the  addrefs  w'as  no 
more  than  the  ufuai  compliment  to  the  Throne, 
which  did  not  imply  an  obligation  on  the  Parliament 
to  approve  of  meafures  which  they  might  find  caufe 
to  cenfure  upon  furtlier  enquiry.  Pie  faid,  the  trivial 
difputes  flill  fubfuling  betv/een  this  nation  and  the 
Spaniards,  or  French,  w'ould  foon  be  terminated 
amicably,  and  could  never  affeCl  the  general  tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  which  was  to  be  eftabliflted  upon 
a firm  alliance  between  his  Majefty  and  fuch  a Con- 
federacy upon  the  Continent  as  would  be  an  over- 
match for  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  He  expatiated 
upon  his  Majefty’s  wifdom  in  taking  off  from  the 
p'rench  intereft  fuch  a powerful  Prjnce  as  the  PdeCtor 
of  Bavaria,  and  concerting  other  falutary  meafures 
for  preferving  the  balance  of  power  on  the  Conti- 
nent. He  defended  the  articles  of  the  late  treaty 
with  Spain  ; obferving,  that  what  remiained  of  the 
Afiiento  contract  was  a matter  of  very  little  confe- 
(juence  to  the  South-Sea  Company ; that  the  de- 
mands 
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BOOK  mands  of  this  Company,  and  other  Britifh  mer- 
chants,  were  all  cancelled  by  the  rupture  with  Spain, 
and  more  than  reconipenfed  to  the  nation  by  a great 
balance  of  captures  during  the  war,  as  well  as  by  the 
great  traffick  carried  on  vdth  the  Spanifli  fcttlements 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  after  it  had  been  laid  open  by 
the  demolition  of  their  fortreftes.  He  aflerted,  that 
by  this  treaty  the  Court  of  Spain  had  made  many 
important  conceffions : they  had  condefeended  to  pay 
a great  fum  to  the  South-Sea  Company  : they  had 
confented  to  the  re-eftablifliment  of  the  BritiHi  trade 
hi  Spain,  upon  a very  advantageous  and  folid  foot- 
ing, by  agreeing  that  the  fubjedls  of  Great-Britain 
Ihould  pay  no  other  duties  on  merchandize  than  thofe 
exacted  of  his  Catholick  Majefty’s  own  fubjeefts,  and 
to  abolifti  all  innovations  that  had  been  ijitroduced 
into  the  comauerce.  He  affirmed,  that  the  article 
of  No  Search  w^as  a ftipulation  which  it  would  have 
been  ridiculous  to  infift  upon;  and  thought  proper 
to  obviate  a reproach  wliich  he  forefaw  the  oppofi- 
non  would  throw  upon  him,  from  the  circumftance 
of  his  having,  upon  a former  occafion,  lieartily  con- 
curred in  a motion  for  an  addrefs,  I'hat  no  treaty  of 
peace  with  Spain  ffiould  be  admitted,  unlefs  fuch  a 
ftipulation  Diould  be  firft  obtained  as  a preliminary. 
He  owned  he  had  ftrcnuoufly  contended  for  fuch  a 
motion,  becaufe  at  that  time,  being  very  young  and 
fanguine,  he  thought  it  right  and  reafonable  : but 
he  was  now  ten  years  older,  had  confidered  matters 
more  coolly,  and  w'as  convinced  that  the  privilege 
of  No  Search.,  with  refpedt  to  Britifli  vcflels  failing 
rear  the  .American  ffiore,  would  never  be  obtained, 
ruikfs  Spain  fhould  be  brought  fo  low  as  to  acquiefee 
in  any  terms  \vc,  as  victors,  miglit  propofe.  Helike- 
wde  figniucd  his  conviction,  that  all  addreftes  ftoni 
the  Houfc  of  Commons,  during  tlie  courfe  of  a v/ar, 
for  prcfcribinsi:  terms  cl  peace,  were  in  tliemfelvcs 
ridiculous;  and  that  every  fucli  addrefs  was  an  en- 
croachment on  the  kdnghs  prerogative,  wliich  had 

always 
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always  been  attended  v/ith  'unktcky  conrcqucnces. 
How  far  thefe  arguments  are  fatisfaelory,  conclufivej 
and  confiilent,  we  fnall  leave  to  the  reader’s  deter- 
mination. Certain  it  is,  they  w'ere  adopted  by  tiie 
majority,  and  the  addrefs  was  prefented  without  fur- 
ther oppofition. 

§XLVin.  The  two  grand  committees  appointed' 
to  difcufs  the  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year,,  and  the 
funds  upon  which  they  were  to  be  railed,  proceeded, 
as  ufual,  under  the  direftion  of  the  minifery ; yet  not 
without  fome  vehement  oppohtion,  in  which  certain' 
jervants  of  the  Cnovv^n  exprelTed  the  rnoft  hearty  con- 
currence. When  a motion  was  inade  for  reducing 
the  number  of  feamen  to  eight  thoufind,  Mr.'W: 
Pitt,  Mr.  Lyttelton,  and  Mr.  G.  Grenville  oppofed' 
it  with  all  their  might  of  argument  and  elocution;' 
but  they  were  over-ruled.  Annual  debates  w^ere 
alfo  revived,  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  upon  the  nnrn-' 
ber  of  troops  conftituting  the  {landing  army ; but 
the  other  refolutions  of  the  grand  committees  met 
with  little  or  no  oppofition.  The  number  of  fea- 
men for  the  enfuing  year  was  limited  to  eight  thou- 
fand ; and  that  of  the  {landing  forces  continued  at 
eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven  ef- 
fective men,  including  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen  invalids.  The  Commons  granted  a con- 
fiderable  fum  of  money  for  paying  off  the  principal 
of  fuch  redeemable  flocks  as  had  not  been  fub- 
feribed,  in  purfuance  of  two  a6ls  palTed  in  the  lafk 
feffion  for  reducing  the  interefl  of  annuities.  Thirty 
thoufand  pounds  were  given  for  fulfilling  the  King’s 
engagement  with  the  Kle6lor  of  Bavaria : large  grants 
were  made  for  fupplying  deficiencies,  and  replacing 
fums  borrowed  from  the  finking  fund.  The  ex- 
pence incuri*ed  by  the  new  colony  in  Nova-Scotia, 
not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  exceeded  fifty-feven 
thoufand  pounds ; and  the  maintenance  of  it  for  the 
enfuing  year  was  fixed  at  fifty-three  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-feven  pounds,  fourteen  fliiilings, 
^-VoL.  Ill,  ’ X and 
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and  four-pence.  An  enormous  charge!  if  con- 
fider  to  how  little  purpofe  all  this  bounty  was  be- 
Rowed.  A fund  was  eftablifhed  under  the  fanclion 
of  Parliament,  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the 
widows  of  fea- officers,  by  allowing,  upon  the  books 
of  every  fnip  of  war  in  fea-pay,  the  wages  and  vic- 
tuals of  one  man  for  every  hundred  of  v/hich  the 
complement  fnali  confift,  for  fuch  time  only  as  the 
number  of  men  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  royal 
navy  fhall  not  exceed  twenty  thoufand.  This  was 
an  additional  indulgence,  over  and  above  the  al- 
lov/ance  of  one  man  granted  by  a former  a6l  of  Par- 
liament. On  the  whole,  the  provifions  of  this  year 
amounted  to  five  millions  one  hundred  twenty-five 
thoufand  tweniy-three  pounds,  eleven  fhillings  and 
fcven-pence,  to  be  raifed  by  the  ufual  duties : the 
fum  of  one  million  twenty-fix  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred feventy-fix  pounds,  four  fhillings,  and  fix-pence, 
advanced  by  the  Bank  of  England,  to  pay  off  their 
own  unJubfcribed  annuities,  for  which  they  accepted 
Exchequer-bills  at  three  per  cent,  intereft  j by  the 
land-tax  at  three  fiiillings  in  the  pound ; a lottery 
and  annuities,  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  per  ann. 
to  be  cliarged  on  the  finking  fund,  redeemable  by 
Parliament.  The  annual  meafure  called  the  mutiny- 
bill  was  not  paffied  without  dilpute  and  altercation: 
feme  alterations  were  propofed,  but  not  adopted  j 
and  the  lentences  of  court-martials  ftill  fubjeded  to 
one  revifion. 

§ XLIX.  In  the  midfl  of  thefe  deliberations  the 
kingdom  was  alarmed  v,dth  an  event  which  over- 
whelmed the  people  with  grief  and  conflernation. 
His  Royal  Elighnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  confe- 
qnence  of  a cold  caught  in  his  garden  at  Kew,  was 
feized  with  a pleuritick  cliforder ; and,  after  a fliorc 
illnefs,  expired  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  to 
the  unfpeakable  afilidion  of  his  Royal  Confoit,  and 
the  unfeigned  forrow  of  all  ^vho  wiflied  well  to  their 
country,  i his  excellent  Prince,  who  now  died  in 
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the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  was  pofTefled  of  every  c 
amiable  quality  which  couici  engage  the  affeflion  of 
the  people : a tender  and  obliging  kufband,  a fond  ^ 
parent,  a kind  mafter,  liberal,  generous,  candid,  and 
humane^  a munificent  patron  of  the  arts,  an  un- 
' wearied  friend  to  merit;  well  difpofed  to  afifert  the 
rights  of  mankind  in  general,  and  warmly  attached 
to  the  interefl:  of  Great-Britain.  The  nation  could 
not  but  be  afflibled  at  feeing  a Prince  of  fuch  ex- 
j^eftations  raviflied  from  their  hopes ; and  their  grief 
was  tlie  better  founded,  as  the  King  had  already  at- 
tained to  an  advanced  age,  and  the  heir  apparent, 
George,  now  Prince  of  Wales,  was  a minor. 

§ L.  Flis  Majefty,  forefeeing  all  the  inconvenien-  An 
cies  which  might  arife  from  a minority,  deliberated 
with  his  council  on  this  fubjefl,  and  refolved  to  ob- 
tain a parliaiTientary  fanction  for  the  meafures  judged 
neceffary  to  fecure  the  fuccelTion.  With  this  view 
he  fent  a melTage  to  both  Houfes  on  the  twenty- 
fixth  day  of  April,  importing,  That  nothing  could 
conduce  fo  much  to  the  prefervation  of  the  Protefrant 
fucceffion  in  his  Royal  Family,  as  proper  provifions 
for  the  tuition  of  the  perfon  of  his  fuccelTor,  and  for 
the  regular  adminiilration  of  the  government,  in 
cafe  the  fucceifor  Ihould  be  of  tender  years : his 
Majefty,  therefore,  earnellly  recommended  tin's 
weighty  affair  to  the  deliberation  of  Parliament ; 
and  propofed,  that  when  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
thefe  realms  fliould  defeend  to  any  of  the  late 
Prince’s  fons,  being  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
his  mother,  the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Whales,  fliould 
be  guardian  of  his  perfon,  and  regent  of  thefe  king- 
doms, until  he  fnould  attain  the  age  of  majority, 
with  fuch  powers  and  limitations  as  fliould  appear 
neceffary  and  expedient  for  thefe  purpofes.  This 
meffage  produced  a very  affeblionate  addrefs,  pro- 
mifing  to  take  tlie  affair  into  their  ferious  confide- 
ration;  and  in  the  beginning  of  May  the  Duke  of 
Newcaflle  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  a bill 
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o K to  provide  for  the  adiniiniftration  of  government,  i?i 
cafe  the  crown  fhould  defcend  to  a minor.  The 
bill  was  read  a fecond  time,  and  committed,  when 
a fecond  meffage  arrived  from  his  Majefty,  recom- 
mending to  their  confideration  the  fettlement  of  fuch 
a council  of  regency  as  the  bill  propofed,  confiding 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
who  at  that  time  commanded  the  army,  the  Arch- 
bllliop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
L/Ord  High  Treafurer,  or  firll  Lord  Commiffioner 
of  the  Treafury,  the  Prefident  of  the  Council,  the 
Lord  Privy-Seal,  the  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great- 
Britain,  or  hrft  Commiflioner  of  the  Admiralty,  the 
two  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  the  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  King’s  Bench;  all  thefe  great 
officers,  except  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke,  for 
the  time  being.  This  bill  did  not  pafs  through  the 
Lower  Houfe  without  violent  debate  and  bitter  far- 
cafms.  The  council  of  regency,  though  efpoiifed 
by  all  the  miniftry,  including  the  Paymafter-general, 
met  with  fierce  oppofition,  as  an  unneceffary  and 
fatal  reftridlion,  that  would  impede  the  machine  of 
government,  and,  as  the  council  was  conftituted, 
might  be  productive  of  the  inoft  pernicious  eonfe- 
quence.  Some  of  the  members  ventured  even  to 
infmuate  the  danger  of  leaving  at  the  head  of  a large 
Handing  army  a Prince  of  the  Blood,  veiled  with  a 
fliare  of  the  regency,  poflelTed  of  great  perfonal  in- 
li’uence,  the  darling  of  the  foldiery,  brave,  popular, 
and  enterprifing : fuppofed  not  wdiolly  devoid  of 
ambition,  and  not  at  all  remarkable  for  any  fynnp- 
torns  of  extraordinary  affedlion  towards  the  perfon 
of  the  Heir  Apparent.  The  hiftory  of  England  was 
ranfacked  for  invidious  inllances  of  royal  uncles  and 
regents,  who  had  injured  the  fovereigns,  and  dif- 
tieffed  the  government,  by  their  pride,  cruelty,  and 
ambition.  The  characters  of  John  Lackland,  and 
John  of  Ghent,  Humphrey  and  Richard  Dukes  of 
Gioucefter,  were  called  in  review,  CvanvalTed,  com- 
pared, 
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pared,  and  quoted,  with  fome  odious  applications : 
but  the  majority,  being  convinced  of  the  loyalty, 
virtue,  integrity,  and  great  abilities  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  to  v/hom  the  nation  owed  obligations  of 
the  mod:  important  nature,  pafled  the  bill  with  a few 
amendments,  in  which  the  Lords  acquiefced ; and 
in  a little  time  it  received  the  Royal  lauvStion. 

§ LI.  The  death  of  the.  Prince  of  W ales  was  f.ital 
to  a bill  which  had  been  brought  into  the  EIouL  of 
Commons,  for  naturalizing  all  foreign  Protefcants 
who  fhould  fettle  wnthin  the  dominions  of  Great- 
Britain.  Political  arithmeticians  have  generally 
taken  it  for  granted,  that  to  every  commercial  na- 
tion an  increafe  of  people  is  an  increafe  of  opulence  ; 
and  this  maxim  is  certainly  true,  on  the  fuppofition 
that  every  individual  is  induftrious,  and  that  there  is 
a fufheient  field  for  employment ; but  all  thefe  ge- 
neral maxims  .ought  to  be  received  under  certain 
qualifications.  When  all  branches  of  manufadure 
are  overftD,cked,  an  addition  of  workmen  will  doiibt- 
iefs  be  an  additional  incumbrance  on  the  commu- 
nity. In  the  debates  which  this  bill  produced,  the 
Inembers  of  the  miniftry  were  divided  among  them- 
felves.  The  meafure  was  enforced  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,'  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton ; and  in  oppofing  it  the  Earl  ot  Egmont  was 
joined  by  Mr.  Fox,  Secretary  at  W ar.  Petitions 
and  counter-petitions  were  prefented  by  the  mer- 
chants of  London,  Briftol,  and  other  trading  towns 
of  the  kingdom.  All  merchants  and  traders  of  fo- 
reign extraction  exerted  themfelves  vigorouOy  in  its 
behalf,  and  it  was  without  doubt  countenanced  by 
the  adminiflration ; but  the  projedt  was  odious  to 
the  people  in  general,  llie  Lord-Mayor,  Aider- 
men,  and  Commons  of  London,  in  Common  Coun- 
cil affembled,  compofed  a remonflrance  to  thel.ower 
Houfe,  fetting  forth  the  danger  and  inutility  of  a 
general  naturalization  of  foreign  Proteflants.  A pe- 
tition of  the  merchants  and  principal  inhabitants  of 
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Briftol  reprefentcd,  that  llich  a law  would  be  preju- 
dicial to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  kingdom, 
by  preventing  many  induftrious  artificers  from  pro- 
curing a llifficicnt  fupport  for  thernfelves  and  their 
families,  and  of  confequence  increafing  the  rates  of 
the  poor : that  the  introdudlion  of  fuch  a number  of 
foreigners,  inftead  of  being  a fupport  to  the  prefent 
happy  eftablifhment,  might  endanger  the  very  bafis 
of  our  conftitution  : that  it  w’ould  greatly  tend  to 
the  diminution  of  our  manufadlures,  as  many  ftrangers 
would  doubtlefs  comie  and  refide  in  England  for  a 
time,  in  order  to  learn  the  methods  and  management 
pf  our  manufadlurers  and  artificers;  and,  after  having 
obtained  this  inftrudlion,  return  to  their  native  coun- 
tries, where  they  would  eftablifh  and  carry  on  works 
of  the  fame  nature.  The  twentieth  day  of  March 
being  appointed  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  it 
was  poftponed,  in  confequence  of  the  unfortunate 
death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales;  and  other  petitions 
from  different  cities  of  the  kingdom  being  muflered 
againfl  it  in  the  fequel,  the  miniftry  did  not  think 
proper  to  perfifl  in  any  unpopular  meafure  at  fuch 
a cielicate  conjunflure ; lb  tlie  bill  was  no  more 
brought  upon  the  carpet.  Divers  other  regulations, 
relating  to  civil  policy  as  well  as  to  the  commerce 
of  Great-Britain,  were  propounded  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ; but  thefc  propofals  proved  abor- 
tive, either  becaufe  they  appeared  crude  and  indi- 
gefted  in  thernfelves,  or  the  H5ufe  could  not  obtain 
proper  information  touching  the  allegations  they 
contained. 

§ LI  I.  There  were  no  other  tranfadlions  in  this 
fefhon,  except  the  concurrence  of  both  Houfes  in 
fligmatifing  a printed  paper,  intituled,  Confdtu- 
tionai  Celeries,  earneftly  recommended  to  the  fe- 
rious  confideration  of  every  true  Briton and 
the  Reps  taken  by  the  Coimmons,  in  confequence  of 
the  commotions  occafioned  by  the  Wefbminfter  elec- 
rjon.  I'he  aboyementipned  paper^  which  had  been 
g>  ' conveyed 
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conveved  by  letter  to  the  majority  of  both  Houfes,  CH  A P. 
was  communicated  to  the  Lords  in  the  month  of ^ ’ . j 
January  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  moved  1731. 
for  refolutions  againfh  it  as  a feditious  libel,  and  that 
the  concurrence  of  the  Commons  might  be  defired. 

A conference  accordingly  eniued,  and  both  Houfes 
concurred  in  voting  the  paper  a falfe,  malicious, 
fcandalous,  infamous,  and  feditious  libel,  containing 
the  mod  falfe,  audacious,  and  abominable  calumnies 
and  indignities  upon  his  Majefty,  and  the  moll  pre- 
fumptuous  and  wicked  infinuations  that  our  laws, 
liberties,  and  properties,  and  the  excellent  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  kingdom,  were  in  danger  under  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  legal,  mild,  and  gracious  government,  with 
intent  to  inftili  groundlels  fufpicions  and  jealcufies 
into  the  minds  of  his  Majefty’s  good  fubjecls,  and 
to  alienate  their  affedtions  from  his  Majefty  and  the 
Royal  Family.  It  was,  therefore,  refolved  by  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Commons  in 
Parliament  alfembled,  Thar,  in  abhorrence  and  de-  ‘ 
relation  of  fuch  abominable  and  feditious  pradlices, 
the  paper  flrould  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman  in  the  new  Palace-yard  of  Weftmin- 
fter;  and  this  fentence  was  executed  accordingly. 

Then  they  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  de- 
firing  that  the  moft  eftedlual  means  might  be  taken 
for  difeovering  the  author,  printer,  or  publiflier,  that 
he  or  they  miglit  be  brought  to  condign  punilh- 
ment.  Directions  were  given  for  this  purpofe ; but 
without  effedl.  Thofe  concerned  in  writing,  print- 
ing, and  circulating  the  paper,  had  acted  w'ith  fuch 
caution,  that  not  one  of  theim  was  ever  difeovered. 

§ LIII.  The  proceedings  of  the  Commons  with 
refpedl  to  the  eledtion  of  a burgefs  forWeftminfter 
were  attended  with  fome  -extraordinary  circum- 
ftances,  which  we  fliall  now  record,  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  thofe  who  pique  themfelves  on  the  privi- 
leges of  a Britifli  fubjedl.  We  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  a majority  appearing  on  the  poll  for 
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ij  o o K- Lord  Trentham,  tlie  adherents  of  the  other  candL 
date,  Sir  George  Vandepiit,  demanded  a fcriitiny, 
which  was  granted  by  the  High-bailiff  of  Weftmin- 
ffer,  the  returning  officer.  During  this  tedious  in- 
veftigation,  which  turned  chiefly  on  the  qualifications 
of  voters,  he  aTed  with  fuch  addrefs  and  feeming 
candour  as  gave  entire  fatisfaclion  to  both  parties, 
till  at  length  he  determined  in  favour  of  Lord 
Trentham,  whom  he  returned  as  duly  eledled.  Thofe 
who  fdled  themfelves  the  Independent  Eledors  did 
not  acquiefee  in  this  determination  without  clamour, 
reproach,  menaces,  and  riot.  They  taxed  Mr.  Leigh, 
the  High-bailiff,  with  partiality  and  injuftice : they 
loudly  affirmed, 'that  minifterial  influence  had  been 
ufed  in  the  molt  fcandalous  manneti  and,  finally, 
joined  Sir  George  Vandeput  in  a petition  to  the 
Lower  Houle,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  of  a member  for  the  city  of  Wellminlter. 
The  Commons,  infhead  of  enquiring  into  the  merits 
of  thefe  petitions,  ordered  them  to  lie  upon  the 
table  5 and,  without  any  complaint  from  any  perlbn 
whatever,  a motion  was  made  that  Leigh,  the  High- 
bailiff,  ffiould  attend  the  Eloufe  immediately,  in  or- 
der to  make  them  acquainted  with  what  he  had  done 
in  purfuance  of  the  diredions  he  had  formerly  re-^ 
cejved  from  that  Houle,  touching  the  execution  oi 
the  writ  for  eleding  a new  member  to  reprelent  the 
eity  of  Weftminfler.  As  this  motion  iiad  been  pre- 
concerted, Leigh  was  attending  in  the  lobby,  and 
immediately  called  into  the  Houle  to  be  examined 
on  this  fubjed.  Having,  in  the  courfe  of  his  exa- 
mination, alledged  that  the  eledion  had  been  pro- 
traded  by  aflehted  delays,  he  was  afleed  by  whom, 
and  by  what  means  j but,  before  he  could  anfvver^ 
the  Earl  of  Egmont,  interpofing,  objeded  to  the^ 
queftion  as  improper,  and  moved  for  the  order  ot 
the  day.  A debate  immediately  enfued,  in  which  the 
imipropriety  of  the  queftion- was  demonferated  by  Mr. 

Henley,  afteinyards  Lord  keeper.  Dr.  Lee,  and  fom? 
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others,  the  mod  fenfible  and  naoderate  members  of  c h A p. 
the  Houfe ; but  they  were  oppofed  with  great  vio- 
lence  by  Lord  Vifcount  Corke,  Henry  Fox,  Efq.  Sir 
William  Yonge,  Colonel  Lyttelton,  and  the  weight 
of  the  miniftry ; fo  that  the  motion  for  the  order  of 
the  day  was  carried  in  the  negative,  and  the  High- 
bailiff  required  to  anfwer  the  queftion.  Thus  inter- 
rogated, he  declared  that  he  had  been  impeded  in 
the  fcrutiny,  and  mal-treated,  by  Mr.  Crowle,  who 
had  afted  as  counfel  for  Sir  George  Vandeput,  by  the 
Honourable  Alexander  Murray,  brother  to  Lord 
Llibank,  and  one  Gibfon,  an  upholfferer,  who  had 
been  very  aftive,  zealous,  and  turbulent  in  his  en- 
deavours to  promote  the  intereft  of  Sir  George  Van- 
deput, or  rather  to  thwart  the  pretenfions  of  the 
other  candidate,  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  counte- 
nanced by  the  miniftry.  Thefe  three  perfons,  thus 
accufed,  were  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe, 
notwithftanding  the  ftrenuous  remonftrances  of  fe- 
veral  members,  who  oppofed  this  method  of  pro- 
ceeding, as  a fpecies  of  oppreffion  equally  arbitrary 
and  abllird.  They  obferved,  that,  as  no  complaint 
had  been  preferred,  they  had  no  right  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  affair : that  if  any  undue  influence 
had  been  ufed,  it  would  naturally  appear  when  the 
merits  of  the  eleflion  fftould  fall  under  their  en- 
quiry : that  a complaint  having  been  lodged  already 
againft  the  returning  officer,  it  was  their  duty  to  in- 
veftigate  his  conduct,  and  puniffi  him,  if  he  fliould 
be  found  delinquent ; but  that  nothing  could  be 
more  flagrantly  unjuft,  and  apparently  partial,  than 
their  negiebting  the  petitions  of  the  other  candidate 
and  electors,  and  encouraging  the  high-bailiff,  who 
flood  charged  with  iniquity,  to  recriminate  upon  his 
acculers,  that  they  might  be  difabled  from  giving 
evidence  on  the  enquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  elec- 
tion. What  difference  is  it  to  the  fubjed,  whether 
he  is  oppreffed  by  an  arbitrary  Prince,  or  by  the 
delpotick  iniblence  of  a minifterial  majority  ? Mr. 
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B oo  K Crowle  alledged,  his  own  vindication,  that  ke 
had  been  employed  as  a coiinfel  by  the  eledors  of 
Weftminfter,  and  attended  the  fcrutiny  in  that 
charadter;  that  after  the  high-bailiff  had,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  fefllon,  received  the  order  of  the 
Houfe  to  expedite  the  eledtion,  he  hurried  on  the 
fcrutiny  with  fuch  precipitation  as,  he  apprehended, 
was  unjuft,  and  prejudicial  to  his  clients  j that,  in 
this  apprehenfion,  he  (Mr.  Crowle)  infifted  upon 
the  high-bailiff’s  proceeding  with  more  deliberation, 
and  in  fo  doing  he  thought  he  did  his  duty  to  his 
employers.  Some  evidence  being  examined  againft 
him,  declared  he  had  not  only  protradted  the 
fcrutiny,  but  alfo  fpoken  difrefpediful  words  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons : he  was,  therefore,  repri- 
manded on  his  knees  by  the  Speaker,  and  dif- 
charged. 


§ LIY.  Mr.  Murray  being  charged  with  having 
uttered  fome  threatening  and  affrontive  expreffions, 
the  Houfe  adjourned  the  confideration  of  this  affair 
for  fome  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  Mr. 
Murray  was  to  be  heard  by  his  counfel : but,  in 
the  mean  time,  they  ordered  liim  to  be  taken  into 
cuilody  by  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  the  Houfe. 
I'his  ftep,  however,  was  not  taken  without  a warm 
oppofition  by  fome  of  the  mofl:  fedate  and  intelligent 
)'nembers  of  the  Floufe,  who  confidered  it  as  a cruel 
adt  of  oppreffion.  They  obferved,  that  in  cafes  of 
breach  of  privilege  no  pcrfon  complained  of  was  ever 
taken  into  cuftody,  until  after  he  had  been  fully 
heard  in  his  defence:  that  this  was  literally  pre- 
judging the  caufe  before  it  had  been  examined ; and 
the  oppreffion  was  the  greater,  as  the  alledged 
offence  conhffed  entirely  of  words,  of  which  no 
complaint  or  information  had  been  made  for  above 
eight  months  after  the  fuppofed  offence  had  been 
committed  j and,  even  tlieu,  not  till  an  accufation 
had  been  lodged  againft  the  informant,  upon  the 
trial  of  which  peculation  the  perfons  informed 
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againfl  might  very  probably  be  the  mod  material  C 
witneffcs.  They  obferved,  that  in  one  of  the 
higheft  offences  which  can  be  committed  by  words, 
namely,  that  of  denying  the  King’s  right  to  the 
crown,  or  renouncing  the  .Trinity,  the  information 
muff  be  brought  in  three  or  four  days  after  the 
words  are  fpoken  ; the  words  muff  be  proved  to 
have  been  fpoken  malicioufly,  dire6lly,  and  advi- 
fedly,  and  the  profecution  muff  commence  in  three 
months  after  the  information.  Thefe  fuggeffions 
made  no  more  impreffion  than  if  they  had  been 
uttered  in  a defert.  Thofe  who  were  fecure  in  their 
number  afferted  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was 
not  reftridted  by  the  forms  of  proceedings  at  com- 
mon law ; and  that  it  was  neceffary  to  vindicate 
their  own  honour  and  dignity,  by  making  examples 
of  thofe  who  feemed  to  hold  them  in  contempt. 
Mr.  Murray  was  committed  to  the  cuffody  of  the 
ferjeant  at  arms,  and  found  bail ; and  Gibfon  was 
fent  prifoner  to  Newgate,  from  whence  he  was  in  a 
few  days  releafed,  upon  prefen  ting  an  humble  peti- 
tion, profefling  his  forrow  for  having  incurred  the 
difpleafure  of  the  Houfe,  to  the  bar  of  which  he 
was  brought,  and  received  a reprimand  on  his  knees 
from  the  Speaker.  In  the  mean  time,  divers  wit- 
neffes  being  examined  before  the  Houfe,  declared. 
That  Mr.  Murray  had  been  feen,  about  the  time  of 
the  return  of  a member  for  Weffminffer,  heading  and 
exciting  a tumult  to  adls  of  violence  againft  the 
high-bailiff.  The  majority,  therefore,  after  a long 
and  warm  debate,  agreed.  That  for  his  dangerous 
and  feditious  pradtices,  in  violation  and  contempt 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  freedom 
of  eledions,  he  fliould  be  committed  clofe  prifoner 
to  Newgate.  Then,  in  the  clofe  of  another  violent 
debate,  they  refolved.  That  he  fliould  be  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  to  receive  that  fentence  on 
his  knees.  He  accordingly  appeared,  and  being 
directed  by  the  Speaker  to  kneel,  refufed  to  comply. 
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BOOK  He  knew  that  he  could  not  be  difcharged  froin 
Newgate  during  the  feflion,  without  petitioning, 
acknowledging  his  offence,  and  making  fuch  con- 
ceflions  as  he  thought  would  imply  a conlofoiifnels 
of  guilt : he  confidercd  this  whole  tranra6f:ion  as  an 
opprelfive  exertion  of  arbitrary  power,  and,  being 
apprifedof  the  extent  of  their  authority,  determined 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  their  indignation,  rather  than 
make  fubmiffions  wkich  he  deemed  beneath  the 
dignity  of  his  charadler.  When  he  refilled  to  hum- 
ble himfelf  the  wdiole  houfe  was  in  comimotion ; he 
was  no  fooncr  removxd  from  the  bar  than  they  re- 
folved.  That  his  having  in  a moll  infolent  and  an- 
dacious  manner  refilled  to  be  on  his  knees  at  the  bar 
of  that  Houle,  in  confequence  of  their  foi  mer  refo- 
liitions,  was  a high  and  moft  dangerous  contempt 
of  the  authority  and  privilege  of  the  Commons:  it 
was,  therefore,  ordered,  that  he  fhould  be  com* 
mitted  dole  pri loner  to  Newgate,  debarred  the  ufe 
of  pen,  ink,  and  paper  ; and  that  no  perfon  flioiild 
have  accefs  to  him,  without  die  leave  of  the  Houle, 
finally,  a committee  was  appointed  to  confider 
w hat  rnetliods  might  be  proper  to  be  taken  by  them, 
in  relation  to  this  inllance  of  contempt.  Mean  while, 
the  petitioners  againft  the  return  made  by  the  high- 
baiiiif,  perceiving  the  temper  of  the  Houfe,  and 
the  complexion  of  the  majority,  withdrew  their  pe- 
tition j and  the  order  which  had  palfed  for  hear- 
ing the  merits  of  the  eledion  was  difcharged.  Mr. 
Murray  being  taken  dangerouily  ill  in  Newgate, 
ajiplication  was  made  to  the  Commons,  by  fome  of 
his  relations,  that  he  might  be  removed  to  a more 
convenient  lituarion ; and  his  phyfician,  being  exa- 
mined, gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  was  infeded 
with  the  gaol  diilemper.  Upon  this  reprefentation 
the  Houfe  agreed  that  the  Speaker  fhould  ilTue  a 
warrant  for  removing  him  from  Newgate  to  the 
Guftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  armsi  but  this  fiivour  he 
refufed  to  accept,  agd  exprdTed  the  warmdl  refent- 
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ment  agai  nil  thofe  relations  who  had  applied  to 'the  c HA  p: 
Connmons  in  his  behalf.  Thus  he  remained  fequef-  ^ ^ ^ 
tered  even  from  his  own  brother  and  fifter,  under  ly^i. 
the  difpleafure  of  the  Commons  of  England,  who 
condefcended  fo  far  as  to  make  refolutions  touching 
the  phyfician,  apothecary,  and  nurfe  who  attended 
this  prifoner.  But  the  prorogation  of  Parliament: 
having  put  an  end  to  their  authority  for  that  felTion, 

Mr.  Murray  was  difchargcd  of  courfe,  and  con- 
duced by  the  llieriffs  from  Newgate  to  his  own 
houfe,  in  procefTion,  v/ith  flags  and  ftreamers,  ex- 
hibiting the  emblems  of  liberty. 

O ^ 

y § LV.  In  the  month  of  June  the  felTion  was  clofed 
with  a fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which  his  Majefly 
thanked  both  Houles  for  the  zeal  and  affeCion  they 
had  manifetled  towards  him  and  his  government ; 
and  congratulated  the  Commons  in  particular,  upon 
their  firmnels  and  prudence  in  reducing  the  intereft 
of  the  national  debt,  a meafure  as  agreeable  to  him 
as  efTential  to  the  Rrength  and  welfare  of  the  king- 
dom*.— The  interior  ceconomy  of  Great-Britain 
produced,  within  the  circle  of  this  year,  nothing 
elfe  worthy  of  hiftorical  regard,  except  a feries  of 
enormous  crimes,  arifing  from  the  profligacy  of 
individuals,  which  refleCed  difgrace  upon  the  mo- 
rals and  the  polity  of  the  nation.  Rapine  and  rob- 
bery had  domineered  without  intermiffion  ever  fince 
the  return  of  peace,  which  v;as  attended  with  a re- 
duflion  of  the  army  and  navy  5 but  now,  crimes  of  a 

deeper 

* One  of  the  ruofl;  remarkable  which  palled  in  the  courfe  of  ' 

this-1'clTion,  was  that  for  regulating  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
and  corre6ting  the  calendar,  according  to  the  Gregorian  computation, 
which  had  been  adopted  by  all  the  other  nations  in  Europe.  By  this 
rew  law  it  was  decreed  that  the  new  year  Tnould  begin  on  the  firit 
day  of  January;  and  that  eleven  intermediate  nominal  days,  between 
the  fecond  and  fourteenth  days  of  September,  1752,  Ihould  for  that 
time  be  emitted,  fo  that  the  day  fncceeding  the  fecond  fhoiild  b^; 
denominated  the  fourteenth  of  tliat  month.  By  this  ertabiidtmenc 
of  the  new  ftile,  the  equinoxes  and  folllices  happen  r.early  on 
the  fame  nominal  days  on  which  they  fell  in  the  year  325,  at  the 
council  of  Nice;  and  the  correfpondence  between  the  Englilh  mer- 
chants and  ihot“  of  foreign  countries  13  greatly  facilitutad,  svit'.i 
jefpt’cf  to  the  dates  of  letters  and  accounts. 
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deeper  dve  > feemed  to  life  up  their  heads,  in  con- 
, tempt  of  law  and  humanity  f.  Every  day  almofl 
produced  frelli  inftances  of  peijury,  forgery,  fraud, 
and  circumvention ; and  the  kingdom  exhibited  a 
mod  amazing  jumble  of  virtue  and  vice,  honour 
and  infamy,  compaffion  and  obduracy,  fentimenr 
and  brutality. 

f An  indulgent  parent  was  poifoned  by  his  only  daughter,  on 
whom,  befides  other  marks  of  tenderneJs  and  paternal  arre(?li6u,  Iv: 
had  beftoweda  liberal  education,  which  greatly  aggravated  her  guilt 
and  ingratitude.  Another  young  woman  was  concerned  in  the 
adaflination  of  her  own  uncle,  who  had  been  her  conftant  benefaflor 
and  foie  guardian.  A poor  old  woman,  having,  from  the  ignorance 
and  fuperftition  of  her  neighbours,  incurred  the  fufpicion  ot  forcery 
and  witchcraft,  was  murdered  in  Hertfordlhire  by  the  populace, 
with  all  the  wantonnefs  of  barbarity.  Rape  and  murder  were  per- 
petrated upon  an  unfortunate  woman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lon- 
don, and  an  innocent  man  fuffered  death  for  this  complicated  out- 
rage, while  the  real  criminals  alTifted  at  this  execution,  heard  him 
appeal  to  heaven  for  his  innocence,  and  in  the  charader  of  friends, 
embraced  him,  while  he  flood  on  tlie  brink  of  eternity. 
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§ I.  Death  of  the  ^^.een  of  Denmark  and  Prince  of 
Orange.  § II.  Mifunderfianding  between  the  Czarma 
and  King  of  Prujfa.  § lil.  Meajures for  electing  a 

king  of  the  Romans.  § IV.  Death  of  the  King  of 
Sweden.  § V.  Seffion  opetied.  Animofity  of  the 
Commons  towards  Mr.  Murray,  § VI.  Proceedings 
upon  a pamphlet^  intituled  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Murray, 
§ VII.  Supplies  granted.  § VIII.  Civil  regulations , 
§ IX.  haw  relating  to  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Scot- 
land. § X.  New  conjolidation  of  funds.  § XL 
"Two  ports  opened  for  the  importation  of  the  Irijh  wool, 
§ XII.  hhe  King  Jets  out  for  Hanover.  § XI I L 
Affairs  of  the  continent.  § XIV.  Dijpute  between 
Hanover  and  Pruffta,  concerning  Eaft-Frief eland, 
§ XV.  Mifunderfianding  between  the  courts  of  Lon- 
don and  Berlin.  § XVI.  Improvement  of  Pomera- 
nia. § XVII.  Treaty  with  the  EleSlor  Palatine, 
§ XVIII.  Sefjion  opened.  § XIX.  Supplies  granted. 
§ XX.  Gatne  all.  § XXI.  Adi  for  performing 
quarantine.  § XXII.  And  for  preventing  the  plun- 
dering  of  Jhipwrecked  veffels.  | XXIIl.  Bill  re- 
lating to  the  bounty  on  corn  exported.  § XXIV". 
T urkey  trade  laid  open.  § XXV.  Naturalization  of 
the  Jews.  § XXV’ I.  Marriage  adi.  § XXVIL 
Deliberations  concerning  the fiigar  colonies.  § XXVIII. 
Fate  of  the  regifter  bill.  § XXIX.  Sir  Plans  Sloan's 

Mufeum  pur  chafed  by  Parliament.  % XXX.  Story  of 

Elizabeth  Canning.  % XXXI . Execution  of  Dr. 
Cameron.  § XXXII.  Tumults  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  § XXXIII.  Dijlurbances  in  France, 
§ XXXIV.  Proceedings  of  the  diet  relative  to  Eafl- 
Friefeland.  XXXV.  Treaty  between  the  court  of 
Vienna  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  % XXXVL 
^ Conferences  with  refpedl  to  Nova-Scotia  broke 
up.  % XXXVII.  Defcription  of  Nova-Scotia. 
§ XXXV III,  Disputes  concerning  its  limits » 
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BOOK  § I,  H E royal  family  of  England  had  fuf- 
-I-  tained  three  fevere  fliocks  in  the  compafs 

' jjji.  of  a few  mondis.  Befides  the  lofs  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  which  the  nation  lamented  as  irreparable,' 
his  Majefty  was  deeply  afflifted  by  the  untimely  death 
of  his  youngeft  daughter,  the  (^leen  of  Denmark, 
who  died  at  Copenhagen,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
December,  in  the  prime  of  youth.  She  was  one  of 
the  moft  amiable  princeflfes  of  the  age  in  which  flie 
lived,  whether  we  confider  the  virtues  of  her  heart, 
or  the  accompliibments  of  her  perfon;  generous, 
mild,  and  tender-hearted;  beloved  even  almoft  to 
adoration  by  her  royal  confort,  to  whom  flie  had 
borne  a Prince  and  two  PrincelTes;  and  univerfally 
admired  and  revered  by  the  fubjeds  of  his  Danifli 
Majefty.  Her  death  had  been  preceded  about  two 
months  by  that  of  her  brother-in-law,  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  no  lefs  regretted  by  the  natives  of  the 
United  Provinces,  tor  his  candour,  integrity,  and 
hereditary  love  to  his  country.  Though  he  had  not 
diflinguifned  himfelf  by  the  luftre  of  a fuperior 
genius,  he  had  been  at  great  pains  to  cultivate  his 
underftanding,  and  ftudy  the  true  intereft  of  that 
community  of  which  he  was  a member.  He  had 
always  approved  himfelf  a good  and  zealous  citizen, 
and,  fince  his  elevation  to  tlie  Stadtholderfhip,  taken 
many  falutary  fteps  for  the  advantage  of  his  country. 
Among  other  excellent  fchemes  which  he  fuggefhei 
he  left  a noble  plan  with  the  States-General  for  re- 
ftoring  their  commerce  to  its  former  luftre,  and 
lived  long  enough  to  receive  their  warmeft  acknow- 
ledgements for  this  laft  proof  of  his  prudence  and 
patriotifm.  His  fon  and  daughter  being  both  in- 
fants, the  adminiftrationof  the  government  devolved 
upon  the  Princefs,  as  governante  during  her  Ton’s 
minority ; and  as  fuch  flie  fucceeded  to  all  the  power 
which  her  hufband  had  enjoyed. 

§ II.  With  relpedl  to  the  affairs  of  the  continent, 
the  peace  of  the  North  feemed  ftiil  as  precarious 

as 
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as  ever:  for  though  the  difference  between  RufTia  c H A P, 
and  Sweden  had  been  compromifed,  the  mutual 
difguft  between  the  Czarina  and  the  King  of 
PrufTia  had  gained  fuch  acceflion  from  reciprocal 
infults,  ill  offices,  and  inflammatory  declarations, 
that  thefe  two  powers  feemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of 
a rupture,  and  each  w^as  employed  in  making  ex- 
traordinary preparations  for  war.  The  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Great-Britain,  forefeeing  that  fuch  a 
rupture  would  emboil  the  empire,  and  raife  infur- 
mountable  obflruftions  to  their  favourite  fcheme  of 
ele6ting  the  Archduke  Jofeph  King  of  the  Romans, 
refolved  to  employ  all  their  influence,  in  order  to 
effeft  a reconciliation  between  the  courts  of  Peterf- 
burgh  and  Berlin.  His  Priiffian  Majefly  had  figni- 
fled  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  States- 
General,  the  fituation  in  which  he  flood  with  the 
Czarina,  and  follicited  their  interpofition,  that  the 
difference  might  be  amicably  accommodated.  At 
the  fame  time,  he  fent  an  envoy-extraordinary  to 
Verfailles,  to  negociate  with  the  French  King  a 
very  confiderable  body  of  auxiliaries,  in  cafe  he 
fliould  be  attacked.  Thefe  circumflances  induced 
the  Maritime  Powers,  and  the  court  of  Vienna,  to 
ufe  their  utmofl:  endeavours  for  the  prevention  of  a 
'rupture ; and  accordingly  they  made  remonflrances 
on  this  fubje6l  by  their  miniflers  at  Peterfburgh, 
propofmg  that  the  quarrel  ffiould  be  terminated 
without  bloodffied,  and  all  caufe  of  animofity  be 
buried  in  oblivion. 

§ III.  In  the  mean  time,  they  eagerly  profecuted 
the  defign  of  the  ele6lionj  and  the  imperial  minifler 
at  Berlin  not  only  communicated  to  his  Pruffian 
Majefly  the  fentiments  of  the  King  of  England  on 
this  expedient,  but  even  follicited  his  vote  for  the 
Archduke  Jofeph,  when  the  election  of  a king  of 
the  Romans  fliould  be  propofed  in  the  electoral 
college.  To  this  propofal  he  replied,  That  he  was 
extremely  well  difpofed  to  manifefl«  his  regard  for 
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for  their  Imperial  Majeilies,  and  to  give  them  mo^l 
genuine  proofs  of  it,  even  in  the  propofed  eledion 
of  a King  of  the  Romans,  confidering  the  great 
merit  of  the  prefent  candidate,  the  Archduke 
Jofeph:  blithe  left  it  to  the  confideration  of  their 
Imperial  Majefties,  whether  the  eledtion  would  not  be 
a little  premature,  if  tranfadbed  at  a time  when  his 
Imperial  Majeily  was  in  the  flow-er  of  his  age ; en- 
joyed pcrfedl  healths  and  when  all  Europe,  parti- 
cularly the  Empire,  was  huflied  in  the  bofom  of 
tranquillity,  fo  that  no  circumftance'  feemed  to 
prognofticate  the  necelTity  of  fuch  an  eledlion;  or 
of  putting  in  execution  the  motives  mentioned  in  the 
capitulation  of  the  reigning  Emperor’s  eledion; 
efpeciaily  as  the  examination  of  thefe  motives  be- 
longed to  the  whole  Empire,  and  ought  to  precede 
the  eledtion,  by  virtue  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  ! 
treaty  of  Weftphalia.  Lie  obferved,  that,  in  cafe 
of  the  Emperor’s  death,  Germany  would  find  her- 
felf  in  a very  difagreeable  fituation,  under  the  go- 
vernment of  a minor.  For  thefe  reafons,  he  faid, 
he  could  not  help  advifing  their  Imperial  Majefties 
to  wait  until  the  Archduke  fliould  be  of  age,  when 
his  eledlion  might  be  carried  on  more  conformably 
to  the  laws  and  conftitutions  of  the  Empire,  and 
more  fliitably  to  the  majefly  of  the  whole  Germanick 
body.  This  reply  he  circulated  among  the  eledlors, 
and  in  particular  tranfmitted  it  to  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,'  defiring  they  would  deliberate  maturely  on 
this  fubjedb,  and  confer  together  in  a body,  as  well 
as  in  private,  that  they  might  proceed  according  to 
the  ancient  cuftom  of  the  eledtoral  college,  and 
take  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  be  judged  expedient 
for  the  iionour  and  advantage  of  the  community. 
This  circular  letter  was  anfwered  both  by  the  King 
of  England  and  the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria,  who  demon- 
ilrated,  that  it  was  the  privilege  of  the  eledloral 
college  only,  without  any  participation  of  the  other 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  to  eledt  a King  of  the  Ro- 
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mans  during  the  life  of  the  Emperor,  in  order  to  c H A P. 
maintain  the  peace  and  preferve  the  liberties  of  ^ j 
Germany;  and  that  the  neglect  of  this  wife  precau- 
tion  had  produced  bloody  wars,  and  many  fatal 
confequences  to  the  Empire.  They  obferved,  that 
nothing  could  more  contribute  to  the  eftabliOiment 
of  the  publick  tranquillity  than  this  meafure,  fo 
ardently  defired  by  tile  majority  of  the  German 
Princes;  and  that,  although  the  Archduke  Jofeph 
wanted  a few  years  of  being  of  age,  and  it  might 
pohibly  happen  that  the  reigning  Emperor  fhould 
die  during  that  Prince’s  minority,  yet  it  would  be 
muchlefs  prejudicial  to  the  Empire  to  have  a minor 
chief,  than  to  fee  the  fuccefhon  altogether  unfettled. 

Plis  Pruffian  Majefty  received  a declaration  to  the 
fame  purpofe  from  the  Eledor  of  Mentz ; and  un-^ 
derftanding  that  this  Prince,  as  Arch-Chancellor  of 
the  Empire,  intended  to  convoke  an  eledloral  diet, 
in  order  to  propofe  the  eledtion  of  a King  of  the 
Romans,  he  wrote  an  elaborate  letter  to  his  Eledtoral 
Elighnefs,  explaining  at  more  length,  his  reafons  for 
poftponing  the  eledlion.  He  quoted  that  fentence 
of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  which  exprefsly  declares, 
that  the  eledlion  of  a King  of  the  Romans  fliall  be 
difeuffed  and  ordained  by  the  common  confent  of 
the  States  of  the  Empire;  and,  therefore,  he  could 
not  conceive  what  right  the  eledloral  college  had  to 
arrogate  this  privilege  to  themfelves,  excluding  the 
other  States  of  the  Empire.  Pie  obferved,  that  the 
Imperial  capitulations,  which  were  the  only  laws  of 
the  Empire  that  treated  of  this  fubjedl,  mentioned 
only  three  cafes  in  which  it  was  lawfiiPto  proceed  to 
fuch  an  eledtion ; namely,  the  Emperor’s  leaving, 
and  long  abfence  from,  Germany ; his  advanced  age, 
or  an  indifpofition,  rendering  him  incapable  of 
managing  the  reins  of  government ; and  any  cafe  of 
emergency  in  which  the  -prefervation  of  the  Empire’s 
profperity  is  interefted.  He  affirmed,  that  none  of 
thefe  motives  at  prefent  exifted : that,  in  cafe  the 
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BOOK  Imperial  crown  fliould  devolve  to  a minor,  many 
mifchiefs  and  diforders  miift  enllie,  as  the  confti- 
tutions  of  the  Empire  have  eftablifhed  no  regulations 
nor  regency  in  that  event : that  an  election  of  this 
nature,  carried  on  under  the  power,  influence,  and 
authority  of  the  head  of  the  Empire,  would  ftrike  at 
the  fundamental  privileges  of  the  Princes  and  States; 
confequently,  in  time  overturn  the  confliitution  of 
the  Empire,  which,  from  being  an  elective  dignity, 
conferred  by  the  free  and  independent  fuffrages  of 
the  electoral  college  and  States  of  Germany,  under 
certain  capitulations,  obliging  the  Prince  thus  cho- 
fen  to  govern  according  to  law,  would  become  an 
hereditary  fucceffion,  perpetuated  in  one  family, 
which,  of  courfe,  mufl;  be  aggrandifed  to  the  pre- 
judice of  its  co-eftates,  and  the  ruin  of  the  Ger- 
manick  liberties.  In  a word,  all  Germany  in  gene- 
ral, and  Ratifl’)on  in  particular,  was  filled  with 
writings  publiflied  on  both  fides : by  the  Emperor 
and  his  adherents,  to  demonflrate  that  the  eledion 
of  a King  of  the  Romans,  during  the  life  of  the 
Emperor,  had  often  happened,  and  at  this  prefent 
time  was  neceflary,  and  would  be  advantageous  to 
the  Empire : while  the  King  of  Pruflia  and  his 
friends  laboured  to  prove  that  fuch  an  eleblion,  at 
the  prefent  jundture,  would  be  ill-timed,  irregular, 
and  of  dangerous  confequence.  Perhaps,  if  the 
truth  was  known,  this  enterprifing  Prince  had  pro- 
je6led  fome  great  fcheme,  with  the  execution  of 
which  this  propofed  eftablifhment  would  have  in- 
terfered. Certain  it  is,  he  exerted  himfelf  with  that 
fpirit  and  perfeverance  which  were  peculiar  to  his 
charafter  to  fruftrate  the  intention  of  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  London  in  this  particular,  and  was 
affifted  with  all  the  intrigue  of  the  French  miniftry. 
Their  joint  endeavours  were  fo  effeftual,  that  the 
Eledtor  of  Cologn  renounced  his  fubfidiary  treaty 
with  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  once  more  threw 
himfelf  into  the  arms  of  France.  The  Ele6lor 
'i  ' Palatine 
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Palatine  being  follicited  by  the  Emprefs-Queen  and  CHAP, 
his  Britannick  Majefty  to  co-operate  with  their  . j 
views,  infilled,  as  a preliminary  article,  upon  being  1751. 
indemnified  by  the  court  of  Vienna  for  the  ravages 
committed  in  his  territories  by  the  Auftrian  troops, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  laft  war:  the  King  of 
Poland,  Eledor  of  Saxony,  made  the  fame  demand 
of  the  like  indemnification,  which  was  granted  by 
the  mediation  of  King  George ; and  then  he  fub- 
fcribed  to  a fubfidy- treaty,  obliging  himfelf  to  fur- 
nifh  a body  of  fix  thoufand  auxiliaries,  in  cafe  they 
fliould  be  required  by  the  Maritime  Powers  ; and  to 
act  as  eledor,  in  concert  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
in  every  thing  relating  to  the  welfare  of  his  country 
that  fhould  fquare  with  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
Empire.  The  courts  of  London  and  Vienna  had 
tills  eledion  fo  much  at  heart,  that  they  founded 
almoft  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  know  how  they 
flood  affeded  tov/ards  the  meafure  propofed.  The 
King  of  Spain  declined  intermeddling  in  a domeftick 
affair  of  the ' Empire.  The  French  King  returned 
an  ambiguous  anfwer ; for  whence  it  was  concluded,  ' 
that  nothing  but  oppofition  could  be  expeded  from 
that  quarter.  The  Swedifli  monarch  was  rendered 
propitious  to  the  prqjed,  by  affurances  that  the 
Ploufe  of  Heffe-Caffel,  of  which  he  was  the  head, 
fliould  be  elevated  into  an  eledorate.  They  even 
endeavoured  to  foften  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  by  con- 
fenting,  at  laft,  that  the  treaty  of  Drefden,  con- 
firming to  him  the  pofleftion  of  Silefia,  fhould  be 
guaranteed  by  the  diet  of  the  Empire  ^ a fandion 
which  he  now  adually  obtained,  together  with  the 
ratification  of  his  Imperial  Majefty.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  indulgence,  he  ftill  perfifted  in  raifing  frefh 
objedions  to  the  favourite  projed,  on  pretence  of 
concerting  meafures  for  preventing  the  inconve- 
niences that  might  refult  from  a minority;  for  re- 
gulating the  capitulations  to  be  agreed  on  with  the 
King  of  the  Romans ; fecuring  the  freedom  of  future 

Y 3 eledions. 
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BOOK  eleclionsj  and  preferving  the  prerogatives  and  prL 
vileges  of  the  Germanick  body  in  all  its  members, 
In  confequence  of  thefe  obftacles,  joined  to  the 
apoftacy  of  the  Eledtor  of  Cologn,  the  obftinacy  of 
the  Eledlor  Palatine^  and  the  approaching  diet  of 
Flungary,  at  which 'their  Imperial  Majellies  were 
obliged  perfonally  to  prefide^  the  meafures  for  the 
cledlion  were  fnfpended  till  next  fummer,  when  his 
Britannick  Majefty  was  expedted  at  Hanover,  to 
put  the  finifhing  Broke  to  this  great  event  in  favour 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

§ IV.  Another  difappointment,  with  refpedl  to 
this  eledlion,  the  promoters  of  it  fuftained  in  the 
death  of  his  Swedilh  Majefly,  who  expired  in  a 
good  old  age,  and  was  fucceded  by  Adolphus  Fre- 
derick, Duke  of  HolBein  Eutin,  Bifliop  of  L.ubeck, 
upon  w’horn  the  fuccelTion  had  been  fettled  for  fome 
years,  by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  States 
of  the  kingdom.  This  Prince  afcended  the  throne 
of  Sweden  without  the  ie aft  difturbancej  and,  of 
his  ow'n  accord,  took  an  oath  in  full  fenate,  that  he 

r would  never  attempt  to  introduce  a defpotick  au- 

thority; but  maintain  their  liberties  wuth  his  blood, 
and  govern  his  fubjedls  in  all  refpedts  according  to 
the  laws,  and  the  form  of  government  eftabliflied  in 
Sweden.  This  publick  a6l,  which  was  communi- 
cated to  all  the  foreign  minifters,  and  particularly  to 
the  envoy  from  Peterfburgh,  met  whth  fuch  a 
favourable  reception  from  the  Czarina,  that  fhe 
exprefled  her  fatisfadtion  in  a publick  declaration; 
and  the  good  underftandjng  between  the  two  courts 
was  perfeftly  refbored. 

§ V.  When  the  Parliament  of  England  was 
opened,  in  the  month  of  November,  the  King,  in 
his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  gave  them  to  underhand, 
That  for  the  fame  ptirpofc  which  fuggeftedthe  treaty 
with  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria,  he  had  now,  in  con- 
jundlion  with  the  States-General,  concluded  another 
^dth  the  King  of  Poland,  Eledlor  of  Saxony.  He 
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told  them,  that  the  unfortunate  death  of  the  Prince  c h a.  P. 
of  Orange  had  made  no  alternation  in  the  Rate  of  ^ ^ 

affairs  in  Holland  j and  that  he  had  received  the 
ffrongeft  affurances  from  the  States,  of  their  firm 
refolution  to  maintain  the  intimate  union  and  friend- 
fhip  happily  fubfifting  between  his  Majeffy  and  thofe 
ancient  and  natural  allies  of  his  crown.  He  ex- 
horted both  Houfes  to  confider  ferioufiy  of  fome 
effedtual  provifions,  to  fupprefs  thofe  audacious 
crimes  of  robbery  and  violence,  grown  fo  frequent 
about  the  capital,  proceeding  in  a great  meafure 
from  that  profligate  fpirit  of  irreligion,  idlenefs, 
gaming,  and  extravagance,  which  had  of  late  ex- 
tended itfelf  in  an  uncommon  degree,  to  the  dif- 
honour  of  the  nation,  and  the  great  ofience  and 
prejudice  of  the  fober  and  induftrious  part  of  the 
people.  The  paragraphs  of  this  fpeech  were  as 
ufual,  echoed  back  to  the  throne  in  addreffes,  re- 
plete with  expreffions  of  loyalty,  affeftion,  and  ap- 
probation. Oppofition  was  by  this  time  almofl* 
extinguifhed;  and  the  proceedings  of  both  Houfes 
took  place  with  fuch  unanimity  as  was  hardly  ever 
known  before  this  period  in  a Britifh  Parliament. 

The  Commons,  however,  feem  to  have  affembled 
with  fuch  fentiments  as  did  no  great  honour  to  their 
temper  and  magnanimity.  In  a few  days  after  the 

feffion  opened.  Lord  Vifcount  C e,  a young 

nobleman,  whofe  charade r entitled  him  to  very 
little  regard  or  influence  among  men  of  fenfe  and 
probity,  made  a motion,  that  Mr.  Murray,  wdio 
had  been  fo  leverely  perfecuted  in  the  lafl;  feffion  for 
refufing  to  humble  himleif  on  his  knees  before  them, 
fliould  be  again  committed  clofe  prifoner  to  New^- 
gate  for  the  fame  offence.  This  propofal,  which 
fuppofed  a power  that  the  Commons  had  never  be- 
fore exercifed,  was  fliarply  difputed  by  the  Earl  of 
Egmont,  and  others,  who  had  not  refigned  all  fenfe 
of  moderation ; but  the  majority  adopted  the  mea- 
fure with  r great  eagernefs,  and  the  Speaker  was 

y 4 ordered 
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BOOK  ordered  to  ifliie  his  warrant  accordingly.  Then  th 
Houfe  refolved.  That  the  faid  Alexander  Murray 

^ Ihould  receive  the  fentence,  for  his  now  being  com- 

mitted clofe  prifoner  to  his  Majefly’s  gaol  of  New- 
gate, at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  upon  his  knees ; and 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms  was  commanded  to  take  him 
into  cuftody  for  this  purpofe.  Their  indignation, 
however,  was  eluded  by  the  caution  of  the  delin- 
quent, who,  having  forefeen  the  elfedts  of  their  re- 
fentment,  had  prudently  retired  to  another  country. 
They  determined,  neverthelefs,  to  proceed  againft 
him  as  a perfon  of  fome  confequenne  in  the  com- 
monwealth j for,  being  informed  of  his  retreat,  they 
condefcended  fo  far  as  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  defiring  that  his  royal  proclamation  might 
be  ifllied  for  apprehending  the  faid  Mr.  Murray, 
promifing  a reward  to  him  who  jQiould  have  the 
good  fortune  to  apprehend  this  fugitive — a requeft 
with  which  his  Majefty  moft  gracioufly  complied. 

§ VI.  Nor  was  this  the  only  addrefs  prefented  to 
the  King  upon  fnch  an  imporant  fubjedl.  A pam- 
phlet, intituled,  “ The  Cafe  of  the  Hon.  Alexander 
Murray,  Efquire,  in  an  Appeal  to  the  People  cf 
Great-Britain,”  was  firft  ftigmatized  in  a complaint 
to  the  Houfe,  and  afterwards  produced,  and  read 
’ at  the  table.  The  piece  was  written  with  great  acri- 
mony, and  abounded  with  fevere  animadverfions, 
not  only  upon  the  condiidl;  of  the  returning  officer, 
but  alfo  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons.  The 
violent  members  imumed lately  took  fire,  and  the 
flame  extended  itfelf  to  the  majority.  Nay,  the 
Houfe  unanim.oufly  refolved.  That  the  pamphlet 
was  an  impudent,  malicious,  feandalous,  and  fedi- 
tious  libel,  falfely  and  moft  injurioufly  reflecting 
upon,  and  afperfing  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe, ^ 
tending  to  create  mifdpprehenfions  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  to  the  great  difhonour  of  the  faid  Houfe, 
and  in  violation  of  the  privileges  thereof.  They 
fjrtliermore  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  de- 
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firing  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  ^ 
direftions  to  his  Attorney-General  to  proleciite  the  . 
authors  or  author,  the  printers  or  printer,  and  the  1751. 
publifliers  or  publifher  of  the  faid  fcandalous  libel, 
that  they  might  be  brought  to  condign  punifhment. 
Dire£lions  were  accordingly  given  for  this  purpofe, 
and  a profecution  commenced  againft  the  publilher, 
who  had  fome  reafon  to  be  difmayed,  confidering 
the  great  weight  of  influence  he  was  doom.ed  to  en- 
counter— influence  arifing  from  a profecution  of  the 
Crown,  inftituted  at  the  requeil,  and  founded  on  a 
vote,  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Neverthelefs, 
when  the  caufe  was  heard  before  the  Lord  Chief. 

Juflilce  of  England,  a jury  of  free-born  Engliflimen, 
citizens  of  London,  aflferted  their  privilege  of  judg- 
ing the  law  as  well  as  the  faft,  ’ and  acquitted  the 
defendant  with  a truely  admirable  fpirit  of  indepen- 
dency. They  confidered  the  pamphlet  as  an  appeal 
againft  opprelTion ; and,  convinced  that  the  con- 
tents were  true,  they  could  not  in  confcience  ad- 
judge it  a falfe  libel,  even  though  it  had  been  fo  de- 
clared by  one  of  the  branches  of  the  legiflature. 

§ VII.  The  Commons,  in  regulating  the  fupplies 
of  the  enfuing  year,  voted  the  continuation  of  eigh- 
teen thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven  men  for 
the  land  fervice,  though  not  without  fome  oppofi- 
tion  from  certain  patriots,  who,  rather  from  a fenfe 
of  duty  than  from  any  hope  of  influencing  the  majo- 
rity, affirmed,  that  ffxteen  thoufand  men,  in  time 
of  peace,  would  anfwer  all  the  ends  propofed  by  a 
(landing  army.  The  number  of  feamen  was  fixed 
at  ten  thoufand : large  fums  were  granted  to  make 
up  deficiencies,  and  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the 
Crown  with  the  Electors  of  Bavaria  and  Saxony,  as 
well  as  for  the  maintenance  of  Nova-Scotia  and 
Georgia,  and  the  caftles  on  the  coaff:  of  Guinea; 
and  one  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  fifty- two  pounds,  three  ffiillings,  and  three- 
pence were  voted,  as  a full  compenfation  to  the 

Royal 
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BOOK  Royal  African  Company  for  their  exclufive  charter 
, ^ and  property,  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  of  their 

An.  175Z.  creditors 

§ VIII.  The  laws  enacted  for  the  encouragement 
of  traffick,  and  the  regulation  of  civil  polity,  con- 
lifted  in  an  a6l  for  licenfing  pawnbrokers,  and  for 
the  more  effedlual  preventing  the  receiving  of  ftolen 
goods : another  for  preventing  thefts  and  robberies, 
by  which  places  of  entertainment,  dancing,  and  mu- 
lick  in  London,  Weftminfter,  and  within  twenty 
miles  of  the  capital,  were  fupprefted  and  prohibited, 
unlefs  the  proprietors  of  them  could  obtain  licences 
from  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  empowered  for  that 
purpofe : a third  for  annexing  the  forfeited  eftates 
in  Scotland  unalienably  in  the  Crown,  after  having 
made  fatisfadion  to  the  lawful  creditors ; eftablifh- 
ing  a method  of  leafing  thefe  eftates,  and  applying 
the  rents  and  profits  of  them  for  the  better  civilifing  * 
and  improving  the  Highlands,  and  preventing  fu- 
ture disorders  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom. 
Nothing  could  be  more  falutary  than  the  purpofes 
of  thefe  regulations.  The  fuburbs  of  the  metropolis 
abounded  with  an  incredible  number  of  publick 
houfes,  which  continually  refounded  with  the  noife 
of  riot  and  intemperance  : they  were  the  haunts  of 
idlenefs,  fraud,  and  rapine;  and  the  feminaries  of 
drunkennefs,  debauchery,  extravagance,  and  every 
vice  incident  to  human  nature : yet  the  fuppreflion 
of  thefe  receptacles  of  infamy  was  attended  with  an 
inconvenience,  which,  in  fome  cafes,  arofe  even  to 

a degree 

* Thefe  expences  were  defrayed  by  a continuation  of  the  duties 
on  malt,  &c-  a land-tax  at  three  (hillings  in  the  pound ; a duty  on 
licences,  to  be  yearly  paid  by  pawnbrokers  and  dealers  in  fecond- 
liand  goods,  within  the  bills  of  mortality  ; the  fum  of  one  iTiilliofi 
four  hundred  thou  land  pounds  adv'anced  by  tlie  Bank,  according  to 
a propoial  made  for  that  purpofe  ; five  hundred- thoufand  pounds  to 
be  iffued  from  the  finking-fund  ; a duty  laid  on  gum  fenega  j and 
die  continuation  of  divers  other  occailonal  impofitions.  The  grants 
toi  the  year  amounted  to  fomething  lels  than  four  millions,  and  the 
provifions  made  for  this  expence  exceeded  it  in  the  fum  of  two  hun- 
dred ievcnty-one  thoufand  twenty-four  pounds,  ten  fliillings,  and 
fixpence  halfpenny.  j i ^ > 
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a degree  of  oppreffion.  The  juftices  being  veiled,  c hap. 
b/  the  leghlatLire,  with  the  power  of  granting  or  ^ 
refufing  licences,  were  conflituted,  in  efFeft,  the 
arbiters  on  whofe  decifion  the  fortunes  and  livelihood 
of  many  individuals  abfolutely  depended.  Many  of 
thofe  who  exercifed  this  fpecies  of  magiftracy  within 
the  bills  of  mortality  were,  to  the  reproach  of  go- 
vernment, men  of  profligate  lives,  needy,  mean, 
ignorant,  and  rapacious,  and  often  acted  from  the 
mofl  fcandalous  principles  of  felfifh  avarice. 

§ IX.  The  law  relating  to  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  was  well  calculated  for  promoting,  among 
the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  fuch  a fpirit  of  in- 
duftry  as  might  detach  them  from  their  dangerous 
conne6lions,  and  gradually  fuperfede  that  military 
genius  which  had  been  fo  produ6live  of  danger  and 
alarm  to  the  fouthern  parts  of  Great-Britain.  The 
King,  by  this  aCl,  w^as  empow^ered  to  appoint  Com- 
milTioners  for  managing  the  forfeited  eflates ; who 
were  enabled  to  grant  leafes  of  fmall  farms,  not 
above  twenty  pounds  a-year,  to  individuals,  who 
fhould  take  an  oath  to  government  to  refide  upon 
and  cultivate  the  lands  thus  let.  It  was  alfo  pro- 
vided, that  no  leafe  fliould  be  granted  for  a longer 
term  than  twenty-one  years ; and  that  the  ieffees 
fliould  not  pay  above  three-fourths  of  the  annual 
value.  Although  thefe  forfeited  eftates  were  gene- 
rally encumbered  with  claims  beyond  their  real  va- 
lue, and  the  a6l  direded  that  they  fhould  be  difpo- 
fed  of  by  publick  fale ; yet,  as  they  lay  in  the  moft 
difaffeded  parts  of  the  Highlands,  it  was  thought 
neceflary  that  they  fliould  remain  in  the  poflfeflion  of 
the  Crown,  becaufe,  in  cafe  of  their  being  pub- 
lickiy  fold,  they  might  be  purchafed  in  truft  for  the 
families  of  the  perfons  by  whom  they  were  forfeited, 
and  thus  the  fpirit  of  difafledion  would  ftill  furvive. 

A valuation,  therefore,  w^as  made'  by  the  court  of 
feifion  in  Scotland,  at  the  joint  fuit  of  the  crown 
^Tid  the  creditors  j and  the  value  being  afeertained. 
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B o o K the  juft  claimants  were  paid  out  of  the  next  aids 
granted  by  Parliament.  The  bill  met  with  confi- 
derable  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  from  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  and  the  Earl  of  Bath,  who  pro- 
bably forefaw  that  the  good  eftedts  of  this  fcheme, 
fo  laudable  in  itfelf,  w'ould  be  fruftrated  in  the  exe- 
cution ; aiid  that  the  ad,  inftead  of  anfwering  the 
purpoies  for  which  it  was  intended,  would  ferve 
only  as  a job  to  gratify  the  rapacious  retainers  to 
the  government,  and  their  emiflaries,  in  that  coun- 
try. After  a warm  debate,  however,  it  vv^as  adopted 
by  a great  majority,  and  obtained  the  royal  affent. 

§ X.  A third  law  related  to  certain  articles  of  the 
national  debt,  which  w^ere  now  converted  into  feve- 
ral  joint  ftocks  of  annuities,  transferable  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  to  be  charged  on  the  finking  fund.  A 
great  number  of  different  funds  for  annuities,  efta- 
blilbed  at  different  times,  and  by  different  ads,  fub- 
(ifted  at  this  period,  fo  that  it  was  neceffary  to  keep 
many  different  accounts,  which  could  not  be  regu- 
lated without  confiderable  trouble  and  expence,  for 
the  removal  of  v/hich  the  bill  v/as  calculated. 

XT  In  confequence  of  petitions  from  the  wool- 
len manufadurers  of  Weftmorland  and  YorkOiire, 
two  bills  were  brought  in,  and  palled  through  both 
Houfes,  by  which  the  ports  of  Lancafter  and  Great 
Yarmouth  were  opened  for  the  importation  of  wool 
and  woollen  yarn  from  Ireland  j but  why  this  privi- 
lege was  not  extended  to  all  the  frequented  ports  of 
the  kingdom  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  without  fup- 
jxifing  a little  national  jealoufy  on  one  hand,  and  a 
great  deal  of  grievous  reftraint  on  the  other.  Over 
and  above  thefe  new  laws,  fome  unfuccefsful  en- 
deavours were  ufed  in  behalf  of  commerce  and  po- 
lice. .A  bill  was  offered  for  laying  further  reftric- 
tions  on  pawnbrokers  and  brokers,  that  they  might 
no  longer  fuck  the  blood  of  the  poor,  and  ad  as  the 
accefiaries  of  theft  and  robbery,  which  was  canvaf- 
fed,  debated,  and  m.ade  its  way  through  the  Lower 

Houfe> 
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Hoiife;  but  the  Lords  rejedted  it  as  a crude  fcheme,  chap. 
which  they  could  not  amend,  becaufe  it  was  a mo-  . j 
ney  bill,  not  cognizable  by  their  Houfe,  without  1752, 
engaging  in  a dil'pute  with  the  Commons.  Another 
bill  was  prepared,  for  giving  power  to  change  the 
punifhment  of  felony,  in  certain  cafes,  to  confine- 
ment and  hard  labour  in  dock-yards  or  garrifons. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  many  who  wifhed  well  to  their 
country,  that  the  pra<fi;ice  of  configning  fuch  a num- 
ber of  wretches  to  the  hands  of  the  executioner  ferved 
only,  by  its  frequency,  to  defeat  the  purpofe  of  the 
law,  in  robbing  death  of  all  its  terror,  and  the  pub- 
lick  of  many  fubje61;s,  who  might,  notwithftanding 
their  delinquency,  be  in  fome  meafure  rendered  ufe- 
ful  to  fociety.  Such  was  the  motive  that  influenced  - 
the  promoters  of  this  bill ; by  which  it  was  propo- 
fed,  in  imitation  of  that  oeconomy  pra(51:ifed  in  other 
countries,  to  confine  felons  convicted  under  certain 
circumfliances  to  hard  labour  upon  the  publick  works 
of  the  kingdom.  The  fcheme  was  adopted  by  the 
Lower  Houfe,  but  rejefted  by  the  Lords,  who 
feemed  apprehenfive  of  its  bringing  fuch  diferedit 
upon  his  Majefliy’s  dock-yards,  as  would  difeourage 
perfons  who  valued  their  reputation  from  engaging 
in  fuch  employment.  Of  fhill  greater  importance  to 
the  nation  was  the  next  meafure  propofed,  in  a bill 
for  making  the  militia  of  England  more  ufeful,  pre- 
fented  by  Mr.  Thornton,  a gentleman  of  Yorkfliire, 
who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  loyalty  and 
patriotifm.  It  was  canvalTed  in  a committee  of  the 
whole  Houle,  and  underwent  divers  amendments ; 
but  mifearried,  through  the  averfion  of  the  miniilry 
to  any  projecl  tending  to  remove  or  leflTen  the  necef- 
fity  of  maintaining  a Handing  army.  A confider- 
able  number  of  petitions  for  different  regulations,  in 
refpeft  to  commerce  and  convenience  of  traffick. 
were  prefented,  confidered,  and  left  upon  the  table. 

A remonftrance  from  the  prifoners  confined  in  the 
gaol  of  the  King’s-Bench,  complaining  of  their 

miferable 
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BOOK  miferable  Iituation,  arifing  from  want  of  room  and 
III.  other  conveniences,  being  t^ken  into  confideration 

'-“'■“v-— ' by  a committee,  among  other  evidences,  they  exa- 
mined  that  remarkable  perfonage  who  had  fignalized 
himfelf  in  different  parts  of  Chriftendom,  under  the 
name  of  Theodore  King  of  Corfica.  Though  for- 
merly countenanced,  and  even  treated  as  a fovereign 
Prince  by  the  Britifh  miniftry,  he  was  now  reduced 
to  the  forlorn  condition  of  a confined  debtor ; and, 
to  the  reproach  of  this  kingdom,  (died  in  prifon, 
furrounded  with  all  the  mifery  of  indigence,  and 
overwhelmed  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age.  But 
the  mod  remarkable  circumftance  of  the  parliamen- 
tary tranfadl'ions  that  diftingulihed  this  feffion,  was 
a motion  made  in  both  Houfes  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
King,  befeeching  his  Majefty,  That  in  time  of  pub-  ! 

lick  tranquillity  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
avoid  entering  into  fubfidiary  treaties  with  foreign  ; 

Princes,  which  are  fo  burthenfome  to  this  nation.  \ 

This  extraordinary  propofal  was  made  and  ftrenu-  i 

oufly  urged  by  the  Duke  of  B — , and  a vehement  j 

debate  enfued,  in  which  the  Earls  of  G — , S — , and  j 

H— •,  oppofed  it  with  an  exertion  of  fuperior  abi-  | 

lities  J and  the  queftion  being  put,  was  at  length 
negatived,  without  a divifion.  The  fame  fate 
attended  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  it  was 
introduced  by  Lord  PI — y,  and  fupported  by  fome 
diflinguifhed  orators.  The  felTion  ended  in  tbs' 
latter  end  of  March,  when  his  Majefty,  having  given  | 
his  aftent  to  ninety-five  publick  and  private  bills,  j 
harangued  both  Houfes,  and  prorogued  .the  Par- 
liament 

§XII. 

* Among  the.  proceedings  of  this  feflion,  it  may  not  be  Improper 
to  mention  a new  aft  for  the  prevention  of  murders,  which  had  been 
fliockingly  frequent  of  late,  importing.  That  every  criminal  convic- 
ted of  this  horrid  crime  Ihould  be  executed  in  one  day  after  his  fen- 
tcnce,  and  his  body  delivered  to  the  furgeons  for  difTeftion— m ex- 
pedient which  hath  been  found  produftive  of  very  falutary  confe- 
qiiences. 
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§ XII.  Immediately  after  die  prorogation  the 
King  appointed  a Regency,  and  fet  out  for  Elanover, 
in  order  to  complete  the  great  fcheme  he  had  pro- 
je6led  for  ele6ling  a King  of  the  Romans.  Great- 
Britain,  in  the  mean  time,  produced  no  event  of 
importance,  nor  any  tranfaftion  that  deferves  hifto- 
rical  mention,  except  the  ratification  of  two  treaties 
of  peace,  and  commerce  with  the  Rates  of  Tripoli 
and  Tunis  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  concluded  by 
the  Britifli  Confuls  in  thofe  cities,  under  die  influ- 
ence and  aufpices  of  an  Englifh  fquadron,  com- 
manded by  Commodore  Keppel,  fon  to  the  Earl  of 
Albemarle.  The  tide  of  luxury  ftill  flowed  with  an 
impetuous  current,  bearing  down  all  the  mounds  oi 
temperance  and  decorum ; while  fraud  and  profli- 
gacy flruck  out  new  channels,  through  which  they 
eluded  the  reftridlions  of  the  law,  and  all  the  vigi- 
lance of  civil  policy.  New  arts  of  deception  were 
invented,  in  order  to  enfnare  and  ruin  the  unwary ; 
and  fome  infamous  pradlices,  in  the  way  of  com- 
merce, were  countenanced  by  perfons  of  rank  and 
importance  in  the  commonwealth.  A certain  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  was  obliged  to  withdraw  himfelf 
from  his  country,  in  confequence  of  a difeovery,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  he  had  contrived  and  execu- 
ted fchemes  for  deflroying  his  own  fhips  at  fea, 
with  a view  to  defraud  the  infurers. 

§ XIII.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  the  affairs  of 
the  Continent  did  not  undergo  any  material  altera- 
tion. In  Erance,  the  religious  difpute  concerning 
the  dodlrine  of  Janfenius  ftill  fubfifted  between  the 
Clergy  and  the  Parliament ; and  feemed  to  acquire 
additional  fuel  from  the  violence  of  the  Archbifliop 
of  Paris,  a haughty  turbulent  * prelate,  whofe  pride 
and  bigotry  were  fufficient  to  embroil  one  half  of 
Chriftendom.  The  northern  powers  enjoyed  a per- 
fedt  tranquillity  : the  States- General  of  the  United 
Provinces  were  engroffed  by  plans  of  national  oeco- 
nomy.  Spain  was  intent  upon  extending  her  com- 
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BOOK  merce,  bringing  her  manufactures  to  perfection,  and 
. repreffing  the  infoience  of  the  Barbary  Corfairs. 

1731.  His  Fortuguefe  Majefty  endeavoured,  by  certain 
peremptory  precautions,  to  cheek  the  exportation  of 
gold  coin  from  his  dominions ; and  infifted  upon 
infpeCling  the  books  of  the  Britifh  merchants  fettled 
at  Lifbon  ; but  they  refufed  to  comply  with  this  de- 
mand, which  ,was  contrary  to  a treaty  fiibfifting 
between  the  two  Crowns  ; and  he  thought  proper  to 
acquiefee  in  their  refufal.  He  was  much  better 
employed,  in  obtaining  from  the  Pope  an  abolition 
of  the  annual  proccflion  called  the  Auto  da  fe^  one 
of  the  moll  horrid  triumphs  of  fpiritual  tyranny. 

The  peace  of  Italy  was  fecured  by  a defenfive  treaty 
concluded  at  Madrid  between  the  Emperor,  his 
Catholick  Majelly,  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
and  the  Duke  of  Parma  ; to  which  treaty  the  King 
of  Sardinia  afterwards  acceded. 

§ XIV.  With  refpeCl  to  the  great  fcheme  of 
eleCling  the  Archduke  Jofeph  king  of  the  Romans,  , 
frelli  objeClions  feemed  to  rife  from  different  quar-  i 
ters.  The  good  underltanding  between  the  courts  i 

of  Berlin  and  Hanover  received  an  additional  fhock,  j 

from  a difpute  concerning  the  property  of  Eaft 
Friefeland,  v/hich  his  Pruffian  Majelly  had  fecured, 
as  heir  to  the  lall  poffeffor.  His  Britannick  Ma- 
jelly, as  EleClor  of  Hanover,  having  pretenfions  to 
the  fame  inheritance,  his  miniller  delivered  a me-* 
morial  to  the  diet  of  the  Empire,  affembled  at  Ra- 
tiibon,  demanding  tliat  the  King  of  Pruffia,  as  j 
Eleclor  of  Brandenburgh,  Ihould  be  referred  to  the  ’ 
decifion  of  the  Auiick  council,  in  regard  to  his 
claim  to  the  eftates  of  Eall  Eriefeland  : but  the  King 
being  already  in  poffeffion,  refilled  to  fubniit  his 
right  to  the  determination  of  that  or  any  other  tri- 
bunal j and  when  the  diet  prefumed  to  deliberate  on 
this  affiir,  his  envoy  entered  a llrong  protell  againll 
their  proceedings.  At  the  fame  time,  he  prefented 
the  other  minillers  with  a memorial,  tending  to  re- 
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fute  the  Elector  of  Hanover’s  preterifians  to  the 
principality  in  queftion. 

§ XV.  At  this  junftiire  his  Pruffian  Majefty  ma^de 
no  fcruple  of  expreffing  his  refentment  againft  the 
court  of  London,  which  he  feeiiied  to  confider  as  an 
officious  cabal,  that  had  no  right  to  intermeddle  in 
the  affairs  of  Germany.  His  refident  at  London 
complained  to  the  Britiffi  miniftry,  that  divers  fhips, 
failing  under  the  Pruffian  flag,  had  been  flopped  at 
fea,  and  even  feized  by  Englilli  cruifers  ; and  that 
his  fubjedls  had  been  ill-treated  and  -oppreffed  : he, 
therefore,  demanded  reparation  in  a peremptory 
tone  j and,  in  the  mean  time,  difcontinued  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Silefia  loan,  which  he  had  charged  him- 
felf  with,  by  an  article  in  the  treaty  of  Breflau.  This 
was  a fum  of  money  amounting  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thouiand  .pounds,  which  the  Emperor  Charles 
VI.  father  of  the  reigning  Emprefs,  had  borrowed 
of  the  fubjedts  of  Great-Britain,  on  condition  of 
paying  an  interefl  of  fix  per  cent,  and  mortgaging 
the  fiiver  mines  of  Silefia  for  the  repayment  of  the 
principal.  Thefe  devolved  to  the  King  of  Pruflia 
with  this  incumbrance,  and  he  continued  to  pay  the 
interefl  pundlually  till  this  juncture,  when  the  pay- 
ment was  flopped  ; and  he  publiflied  a paper,  inti- 
tuled, An  Expofition  of  the  Motives  which  influ- 
enced his  Condudl  on  tliis  Occafion.’'  In  his 
memorial  to  the  miniflry  of  Great-Britain  he  al- 
ledged.  That  eighteen  Pruffian  fhips,  and  thirty- 
three  neutral  veffcls,  in  which  the  fubjedls  of  PrufTia 
were  concerned,  had  been  unjuflly  feized  by  Englifli 
privateers  i his  account  of  damages  amounted  to  a 
very  confiderable  fum ; and  he  demanded,  in  the 
moft  dogmatick  terms,  that  the  affair  fhould  be 
finally  difcuffed  in  the  term  of  three  months  from 
the  date  of  his  remonflirance.  The  expofition  and 
memorial  were  fubjecled  to  the  examination  of  the 
ablefl  civilians  in  England,  who  refuted  every  article 
of  the  charge  with  equal  precifion  and  perfpicuity. 
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B o o K proved,  that  captures  by  fea  fell  properly  under  the 
cognizance  of  thofe  powers  under  whofe  jurifdidlioa 
the  feifures  were  made;  and,  therefore,  his  Pruflian 
Majefty  could  not,  confiftent  with  the  law  of  nations, 
determine  thefe  diiputes  in  his  own  tribunals.  They 
demonftrated,  by  undoubted  evidence,  the  falfity 
of  many  fads  alledged  in  the  memorial,  as  well  as 
the  fairnefs  of  the  proceedings  by  which  fome  few 
of  the  PrulTian  veifels  had  been  condemned ; and 
made  it  appear,  that  no  infult  or  injury  had  been 
offered  to  the  fubjeds  of  Pruflia,  Finally,  they 
obferved,  that  the  Silefia  loan  was  a private  tranf- 
adion  of  fuch  a nature,  that,  . even  if  a w^ar  had 
happened  between  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  and 
his  Britannick  Majefty,  this  muft  have  been  held 
facred  and  inviolable  : that  when  the  Emprefs-Queen 
ceded  Silefia  to  the  King  of  Pruflia,  this  monarch 
charged  himfelf  with  the  repayment  of  the  loan, 
which,  being  a private  debt,  and  transferable,  was 
now  diffufed  into  different  countries,  and  become  the 
property  of  many  others  befides  the  fubjeds  of 
Great-Britain.  They  wound  up  their  chain  of  rea- 
foning  by  obferving,  that,  according  to  agreement 
with  the  Emperor,  the  whole  of  this  loan  fhould 
have  been  repayed  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
liundred  and  forty- five ; whereas  the  complaints 
fpecified  in  the  Pruflian  memorials  were  founded  on 
fads  pofteriorto  that  period.  Whether  his  Pruffian 
Majefty  was  convinced  by  thefe  reafons,  and  defifted 
from  principle,  or  thought  proper  to  give  up  his 
claim  upon  other  political  confiderations ; certain  it 
is,  he  no  longer  infifted  upon  fatisfadion,  but  or- 
dered the  payments  of  the  Silefia  loan  to  be  con- 
tinued without  further  interruption:  a report,  indeed, 
was  circulated,  that  advantage  had  been  taken  of 
the  demur  by  a certain  Prince,  who  employed  his 
agents  to  buy  up  great  part  of  the  loan  at  a confide- 
rable  difcount. 

§ XVI 
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§ XVI.  How  much  foever  the  King  of  Pruflla  C k a P. 
may  be  the  fubje6t  of  cenfure  on  this  occafion,  it  , 

mufl  be  allowed  that,  with  regard  to  his  own  fub-  ,7^^, 
jeds,  he  a6ted  as  a wife  legiflator,  and  the  father 
of  his  country.  He  peopled  the  deferts  of  Pomera- 
nia; by  encouraging,  with  royal  bounties,  a great 
number  of  induftrious  emigrants  to  fettle  in  that 
province ; the  face  of  which,  in  a very  few  years, 

I underwent  the  moft  agreeable  alteration.  Above 
fixty  new  villages  arofe  amidft  a barren  wafte,  and 
every  part  of  the  country  exhibited  marks  of  fuc- 
' cefsful  cultivation.  Thofe  folitary  and  defolate 
plains,  where  no  human  footfteps  had  for  many 
ages  been  feen,  were  now  converted  into  fields  of 
corn.  The  farms  were  regularly  parcelled  out : the 
< houfes  multiplied,  and  teemed  with  population; 

” the  happy  peafants,  fheltered  in  a peculiar  manner 
under  their  king’s  prote6lion,  fowcd  their  grounds  in 
'j  peace,  and  reaped  their  harvefts  in  fecurity.  The 
^ lame  care  and  indulgence  were  extended  to  the  un- 
^ peopled  parts  of  other  provinces  within  the  Prufiian 
i dominions,  and  extraordinary  encouragement  was' 
granted  to  all  F rench  proteftants  who  fhould  come 
Hi  and  fettle  under  the  government  of  this  political 
f fage. 

p|i  § XVII.  The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Hanover  ftill 
lf(  employed  their  chief  attention  upon  the  fcheme  of 
.1)1  electing  a King  of  the  Romans  ; and  the  Eledor  of 
di  Mentz,  influenced  by  the  majority  of  the  college, 

;p  had  convoked  an  eletloral  diet  for  that  purpofe  : but 
:ai  ftrong  protefts  againfl:  this  convocation  were  entered 
iC  by  the  Eleftors  of  Cologn  and  Palatine,  infornuch 
( that  is  was  though  expedient  to  conciliate  this  laft, 
by  taking  fome  fteps  in  his  favour,  with  refped  to 
p the  fatisfa6tion  he  demanded  from  the  Emprefs- 
I Queen  and  his  Britannick  Majefty.  His  claim  upon 
the  court  of  Vienna  amounted  to  three  millions  of 
florins,  by  way  of  indemnification  for  the  lofles  he 
jiad  fufiained  during  the  war.  He  demanded  of 
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the  King  of  England  twenty  thoufand  pounds  Rer^ 
ling,  for  provifion  and  forage  furniflied  to  the 
Britiih  troops  while  they  adled  on  the  Maine ; and 
the  like  fum  for  the  like  purpofes  from  the  States- 
General  of  the  United  Provinces.  The  Emprefs- 
Queen  could  not  help  remonflrating  againft  this 
demand  as  exorbitant  in  itfelf,  and  the  more  unrea- 
fonable,  as  the  Eledlor  Palatine,  at  the  death  of  her 
father,  had  openlyMeclared  againft  the  pragmatick 
fandtion,  which  he  had  guaranteed  in  the  moll 
folemn  manner : flie,  therefore,  obferved,  that  the 
damage  he  had  fuftained,  in  confequence  of  that 
declaration,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  the  common 
fate  of  war.  Thefe  reafons,  though  conclufive  and 
irrefragable  in  the  ufual  way  of  arguing,  made  no 
imprelfion  upon  the  Palatine,  who  perfedlly  well 
nnderftood  his  own  importance,  and  was  determined 
to  feize  this  opportunity  of  turning  it  to  the  bell 
advantage.  The  court  of  Vienna,  and  the  Mari- 
time Powers,  finding  him  thus  obftinately  attached 
to  his  own  intereft,  refolvcd  to  bring  him  over  to 
their  view's  at  any  rate,  and  commenced  a negocia- 
tion  with  him,  which  produced  a formal  treaty. 
By  this  convention  his  demands  in  money  were  fixed 
at  tw'elve  hundred  thoufand  Dutch  florins,  to  be 
paid  at  three  inftalments,  five  hundred  thoufand  by 
the  Emprefs- Queen,  and  the  remaining  feven  hun- 
dred thoufand  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  the 
States-General,  according  to  the  proportion  ella- 
blifhed  in  former  treaties.  The  privilege  of  Ncn 
Cippellendoy  for  the  duchy  of  Deux-ponts  was  con- 
firmed to  his  eledloral  highnefs,  together  with  fome 
other  rights  and  pretenfions,  in  confideration  of  his^ 
concurring  with  the  other  eledlors  in  the  choice  ol 
a King  of  the  Romans,  to  be  eledled  according  to 
the  cuftoms  preferibed  by  the  laws  and  conlliturions 
of  the  Empire.  He  likewife  engaged  to  join  them 
in  fettling  the  articles  of  the  capitulation  with  the 
King  of  the  Romans,  in  futuro.  Yet,  even 
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after  the  concurrence  of  this  Prince  was  fecured,  chap* 
the  purpofed  election  proved  abortive,  from  the  ^ 

ftrongobjeftions  that  were  ftarted,  and  the  ftrenuoiis  ,7^1. 
opposition  which  was  made  by  his  Priiffian  Majefty, 
who  perhaps  afpired  in  fecret  at  the  Imperial  dignity, 
which  the  Emprefs-Queen  took  all  this  pains  to 
perpetuate  in  her  own  family. 

§ XVIII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain,  returning 
from  the  continent,  opened  the  felTion  of  Parliament 
on  the  eleventh  day  of  January  with  a Speech,  im- 
plying, That  all  his  views  and  negociations  had 
been  calculated  and  dire61:ed  to  preferve  and  fecure 
the  duration  of  the  general  peace,  fo  agreeable  and 
necefiary  to  the  welfare  of  all  Europe  : That  he  had 
the  fatisfadlion  to  be  aflured  of  a good  difoofition 
in  all  the  powers  that  were  his  allies,  to  adhere  to 
the  fame  Salutary  objcd.  He  exhorted  them  to 
continue  their  attention  to  the  redu6tion  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  the  augmentation  of  the  finking  fund, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  publick  revenue.  He 
recommended  to  their  Serious  consideration  what 
further  laws  and  regulations  might  be  neceiTary  for 
fupprefling  thoSe  crimes  and  diSorders,  of  which  the 
publick  had  So  juftly  complained;  and  concluded 
with  an  alfurance,  that  his  hearty  concurrence 
and  endeavours  fhould  never  be  wanting  in  any 
meaSure  that  might  promote  their  welfare  and  pros- 
perity. The  addrelies  in  anSwer  to  this  Speech  were 
couched  in  the  uSual  form  of  implicit  approbation: 
but  that  of  the  Commons  did  not  paSs  without 

queftion.  The  Earl  of  E took  exceptions  to 

one  paragraph,  in  which  they  acknowledged  his 
Majefty's  wiSdom,  as  well  as  goodneSs,  in  purfuing 
Such  meaSures  as  mull  contribute  to  maintain  and 
render  permanent  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe; 
and  declared  their  Satisfaflion  at  the  afSurances  his 
Majefty  had  received  from  his  allies,  that  they  were 
all  attached  to  the  Same  Salutary  objeft.  His  lord- 
ftiip  expatiated  on  the  abjurdity  of  theSe  compli- 
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BOOK  ments  at  fuch  a juncture,  when  the  peace  of  Europe 
was  fo  precarious,  and  the  Englifh  nation  had  fo 

^ much  caufe  of  complaint  and  diflatisfadlion.  He 

was  feconded  by  fome  other  individuals  who  de- 
claimed with  great  vivacity  againft  continental  con- 
nexions; and  endeavoured  to  expofe  the  weaknefs 
and  folly  of  the  whole  fyllem  of  foreign  meafures 
which  our  miniflry  had  lately  purfued.  It  muft  be 
owned,  indeed,  that  they  might  have  chofen  a 
better  opportunity  to  compliment  their  fovereign 
on  the  permanency  of  the  peace  than  at  this  junfture, 
when  they  muft  have  feen  themfelves  on  the  very 
brink  of  a new  rupture  with  the  moft  formidable  power 
in  Europe.  But  the  truth  is,  the  addreftes  to  the 
throne  had  been  long  confidered  as  compliments  of 
courfe,  implying  no  more  than  a refpcdlful  attach- 
ment to  their  fovereign : accordingly,  both  Houfes 
agreed  to  their  refpedtive  addreftes  without  divifion. 
The  two  grand  committees  of  fupply  and  of  ways 
and  means,  being  eftablilhed,  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Eloufe  was  tranfadled  without  much  altercation; 
and  the  people  had  great  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with 
their  moderate  proceedings.  T en  thoufand  feamen, 
and  the  ufual  number  of  land-forces,  were  retained 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.  They  provided 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  new  colony  in  Nova- 
Scotia,  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  Georgia,  the  fnp- 
port  of  the  caftles  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  the 
eredlion  of  a new  fort  at  Anamaboa,  where  the 
French  had  attempted  to  make  a fettlement;  and 
they  enabled  his  Majefty  to  fulfil  his  engagements 
with  the  King  of  Poland  and  the  Eledtor  of  Bava- 
ria. 

§ XIX.  The  fupplies,  including  grants  for  for- 
mer deficiencies  and  fervices,  for  which  no  provi- 
fion  had  been  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year, 
did  not  exceed  two  millions  one  hundred  thirty-two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven  pounds,  feventeen 
fliillings,  and  two-pence  half-penny;  in  order  to 
^ defray 
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ilefray  which  expenfe  they  affigned  the  duty  on  malt, 
&c.  the  land-tax  at  two  fliillings  in  the  pound, 
the  furplus  of  certain  funds  in  the  Exchequer,  and 
the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
out  of  the  linking  fund ; fo  that  the  exceed ings 
amounted  to  near  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
As  for  the  national  debt,  it  now  flood  at  the  enor- 
mous fum  of  feventy-four  millions  three  hundred 
fixty-eight  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-one 
pounds,  fifteen  fliillings,  and  one  penny ; and  the 
linking  fund  produced  one  million  feven  hundred 
thirty-five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
pounds,  fix  fhillings,  and  ten-pence  farthing. 

§ XX.  One  of  the  firfl  meafures  brought  upon 
the  carpet,  in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  was  an  a6l 
containing  regulations  for  the  better  prefervation  of 
the  game,  of  which  fo  great  havock  had  been  made 
by  poachers,  and  other  perfons  unqualified  to  en- 
joy that  diverfion,  that  the  total  extirpation’ of  it 
was  apprehended. 

§ XXI.  The  next  flep  taken  by  the  Commons 
was  an  affair  of  much  greater  confequence  to  the 
community,  being  a bill  for  obliging  fhips  the  more 
effedlUally  to  perform  quarantine,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  plague  from  being  imported  from  foreign 
countries  into  Great-Britain.  For  this  purpofe,  it 
was  ordained,  that  if  this  dreadful  vifitation  fhould 
appear  in  any  fhip  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Fi- 
nifterre,  the  mafler  or  commander  fliould  imme- 
diately proceed  to  the  harbour  of  New  Grimfby,  in 
one  of  the  iflands  of  Scilly,  and  there  communicate 
the  difcovery  to  fome  officer  of  the  Cufloms ; who 
fliould,  with  the  firfl  opportunity,  tranfmit  this  in- 
telligence to  another  Cuftom-houfe  officer  in  the 
nearefl  port  of  England,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to 

Z 4 one 

♦ Several  duties  on  fait,  as  well  as  on  red  and  white  herrings  de- 
livered out  for  home  confumptlor,  v/ere  rendered  perpetual,  though 
fubjeft  to  be  redeemed  by  Parliament ; and  it  was  provided,  that 
the  debt  contrad^ed  upon  tliefe  duties  being  diCcharged,  all  the  after 
produce  of  them  fliould  become  part  of  the  finking  fund. 
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BOOK  one  of  his  Majefty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 
^ In  the  mean  time  the  fhip  Ihould  remain  at  the  faid 
iilandj  and  not  an  individual  prefume  to  go  aihore, 
until  his  Majefty’s  pleafure  fhould  be  known,  h 
• was  alfo  provided,  that  in  cafe  the  mailer  of  a Ihip 
thus  infefted  fliould  not  be  able  to  make  the  iflands 
of  Sciily,  or  be  forced  up  either  channel  by  violent 
winds,  he  fnould  not  enter  any  frequented  harbour; 
but  remain  in  feme  open  road,  until  he  could  receive 
orders  from  his  Majefty,  or  the  privy-council : that, 
during  this  interval,  he  iliould  avoid  all  intercourfft. 
with  the  Ihore,  or  any  perfon  or  velTel  whatfoever, 
on  pain  of  being  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and 
fuffering  death  without  benefit  of  clergy,  • 

§ XXII.  In  order  the  more  effedlually  to  reprefs 
the  barbarous  practice  of  plundering  fhips  which  have 
the  misfortune  to  fuffer  fhipwreck ; a pradlice  which 
prevailed  upon  many  different  parts  of  the  Britifh 
coaft,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  nation,  and  the-  fcandal 
of  human  nature ; a bill  was  prepared,  containing 
claulcs  to  inforce  the  laws  againll  fuch  favage  delin- 
quents, who  prow’l  along  the  fiaore,  like  hungry 
wolves,  in  hope  of  preying  upon  their  fellow-crea- 
tures ; and  certain  provifions  for  the  relief  of  the 
unhappy  fufferers*.  When  the  mutiny-brll  fell 
under  deliberation,  the  Earl  of  Egmont  propofed  a 
new  claufe  for  empowering  and  requiring  regimental 
courts  martial  to  examine  witnelfes  upon  oath  in  all 
their  trials.  The  propofal  occafioned  a debate,  in 
which  the  miniftry  were  pretty  equally  divided ; but 
the  claufe  was  difapproved  by  the  majority,  and 

this 


* By  the  new  law,,  the  clerk  of  the  peace  In  the  county  where  thtf 
crime  (hall  be  committed  is  obliged,  upon  receiving  proper  informa- 
tion, to  prolecute  the  offend'ers  a^t  the  expenl'e  of  the  county.  It  was 
likevvil'c  propofed,  that  in  cafe  no  profecution  of  this  nature  (hould 
be  commenced  within  a certain  limited  time  after  the  information 
fliould  have  been  legally  given,  in  that  cafe  the  county  might  be 
foed  by  the  peifon  v/lto  had  fuftained  the  damage,  and  obliged  to 
indemnity  him  for  his  lofs  : but  this  claufe  was  rejefted  by  the  ma- 
jority; and  the  bill,  having  made  its  way  through  bt>th  Houfeft. 
uceived  the  roj-al  afient. 
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this  annual  bill  was  enabled  into  a law  without  any  ^ P- 

alteration.  _ 

■ § XXIII.  The  next  bill  w'as  framed  in  confe-  175 > 
qiience  of  divers  petitions  preiented  by  the  exporters 
of  corn,  who  complained  that  the  bounties  w^ere  not 
paid,  and  prayed  that  the  Houfe  would  make  proper 
provifion  for  that  purpofe,  A bill  was  accordingly 
brought  in.  Importing,  That  interelt  after  the  rate 
of  three  per  cent,  fhould  be  allowed  upon  every  de- 
benture for  the  bounty  on  the  exportation  of’ corn, 
payable  by  the  receiver-general  or  calhier  of  the 
Guftoms,  until  the  principal  could  be  difeharged 
out  of  fuch  Cuftoms  or  duties  as  are  appropriated 
for  the  payment  of  this  bounty.  This  premium  on 
the  exportation  of  corn  ought  not  to  be  granted, 
except  when  the  lownefs  of  the  market-price  in 
Great-Britain  proves  that  there  is  a fuperabundance 
in  the  kingdom;  otherwile  the  exporter  will  fincl 
his  account  in  depriving  our  own  labourers  of  theif 
bread,  in  order  to  fupply  our  rivals  at  an  eafier  rate : 
for  example,  fuppofe  wheat  in  England  fhould  fell 
for  twenty  fliillings  a quarter,  the  merchant  might 
export  it  to  France^  and  afford  it  to  the  people  of 
that  kingdom  for  eighteen  fhillings,  becaufe  the 
bounty  on  exportation  would,  even  at  that  rate, 
afford  him  a confiderable  advantage. 

§ XXIV.  A great  number  of  merchants  having 
prefented  petitions  from  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, reprefenting  that  the  trade  to  Turkey  was 
greatly  decreafed,  aferibing  this  diminution  to  the 
exclufive  charter  enjoyed  by  a monopoly,  and 
praying  that  the  trade  might  be  laid  open  to  all 
his  Majefty’s  fubje6ls,  one  of  the  members  for  Li- 
verpool moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  this 
purpofe.  Such  a meafure  had  been  twice  before, 
propofed  without  fuccefs ; but  now  it  was  ad  op  tal 
without  op|x>rition.  A bill  was  immediately  intro- 
duced; and,  notwithftanding  all  the  intereft  and 
efforts  of  the  Turky  company,  who  petitioned  the 

Houfe 
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BOOK  Hoiife  againft  it,  and  were  heard  by  their  coimfet^ 
it  paffed  through  both  Houfes,  and  received  the 
royal  fandion.  By  this  regulation  any  Britilh  fub- 
iedl  may  obtain  the  freedom  of  the  Turky  Com- 
pany, by  paying  or  rendering  a fine  of  twenty  pounds; 
and  all  the  members  are  fecured  from  the  tyranny  of* 
oppreffive  by-laws,  contrived  by  any  monopolizing 
cabal 

§ XXV.  But  this  feiTion  v/as  chiefly  diflinguifhed 
by  an  ad  for  naturalizing  Jews,  and  a bill  for  the 
better  preventing  clandeftine  marriages.  The  M 
of  thefe,  which  paffed  without  much  oppofition  ill 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  from  whence  it  defcended  to 
the  Commons,  was  intituled,  An  Ad  to  permit 
perfons  profefiing  the  Jewifh  Religion  to  be  natu- 
ralized  by  Parliament,  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned.”  It  was  fupported  by  fome 
petitions  of  merchants  and  manufadurers,  who,  upon 
examination,  appeared  to  be  Jews,  or  their  depen- 
dants ; and  countenanced  by  the  miniflry,  who 
thought  they  forefaw,  in  the  confequences  of  fuch  a 
naturalization,  a great  accefTion  to  the  moneyed  in- 
terefb,  and  a confiderable  increafe  of  their  owm  in- 
fluence am.ong  the  individuals  of  that  community 
They  boldly  affirmed,  that  fuch  a law  would  greatly 
conciuce  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation ; that  it 
would  encourage  perfons  of  wealth  to  remove  with 
their  efteds  from  foreign  parts  into  Great-Britain, 
increafe  the  commerce  and  the  credit  of  the  king- 
dom, and  fet  a laudable  example  of  induftry,  tern* 

perancci 


* Several  other  bills  were  palTed — one  for  regulating  the  number  of 
pob!ick-ho\if:-s,  ami  the  more  eafy  conviftion  of  perfons  felling  als 
and  itiong  liquors  without  licence;  an  aft  which  empowered  the 
JnlHces  ot  Peace  to  tyrannir.e  over  their  fellow-fuhiefts — Afecond, 
enabling  the  magilfrates  of  Edinburgh  to  improve,  enlarge,  and  adorn 
the  avenues  and  Ibeets  of  that  city,  according  to  a concerted  pbn,  to 
be  execmeil  I)y  volimtary  fubferiptinn — A third,  allowing  the  expot* 
tation  of  wool  ami  woollen  yarn  from  Ireland  into  any  port  inCireat. 
Britain — and  a fourth,  preferibing  the  breadth  of  the  wheels  belong- 
ing- to  heavy  carriages,  that  th«  high  roads  of  the  kingdom  might  be 
belter  preferved. 
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perance,  and  frugality.  Such,  however,  were  not  chap. 
the  fentiments  of  the  Lord-Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  ^ 
Commons  of  the  city  of  London  in  Common-coun-  1753. 
cil  aflembled,  who,  in  a petition  to  Parliament,  ex- 
preffed  their  apprehenfion  that  the  bill,  if  paffed  into 
a law,  would  tend  greatly  to  the  difhonour  of  the 
Chriftian  religioA^  endanger  the  excellent  conflitu- 
tion,  and  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  and 
trade  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  of  the  city  of 
London  in  particular.  Another  petition  to  the  fame 
purpofe  was  next  day  prcfented  to  the  Houfe,  fub- 
fcribed  by  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ; who,  among  other  allegations,  obferved,  that 
the  confequences  of  fuch  a naturalization  would 
greatly  affedl  their  trade  and  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  particularly  with  Spain  and  Portugal.  Coun- 
fel  was  heard,  evidence  examined,  and  the  bill  pro- 
duced violent  debates,  in  which  there  feemed  to  bs 
more  paflion  than  patriotifm,  more  declamatiork 
than  argument.  The  adverfaries  of  the  bill  affirm- 
ed, that  fuch  a naturalization  would  deluge  the  king- 
dom with  brokers,  ufurers,  and  beggars;  that  the 
rich  Jews,  under  the  Ibadow  of  this  indulgence, 
would  purchafe  lands,  and  even  advowfons ; fo  as 
not  only  to  acquire  an  intereft  in  the  Legiflatiire,  buc 
alfo  to  influence  the  conftitution  of  the  Church  of 
Chrift,  to  which  they  were  the  inveterate  and  pro-r 
feflfed  enemies : that  the  lower  clafs  of  that  nation, 
when  thus  admitted  to  the  right  of  denizens,  would 
interfere  with  the  indnftrious  natives  who  earn  their 
livelihood  by  their  labour ; and  by  dint  of  the  moft. 
parfimonious  frugality,  to  which  the  Englifh  are 
ftrangers,  work  at  an  under-price ; fo  as  not  only  to 
fhare,  but  even  in  a manner  to  exclude  them  from 
all  employment ; that  fuch  an  adoption  of  vagrant 
Jews  into  the  community,  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  would  rob  the  real  fubje6ts  of  their  birth- 
right, difgrace  the  charadler  of  the  nation,  expofe 
themfelves  to  the  moft  difhonourable  participation. 
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Book  and  intrufion,  endanger  the  conftitntion  both  iii 

^ _ church  and  Rate,  and  be  an  indelible  reproach 

*753*  tipon  the  eftablifhed  religion  of’  the  country.  Some 
of  thefe  orators  feerr.ed  tranfported  even  to  a degree 
of  enthufialiTi.  They  prognoilicated  that  the  Jews 
would  multiply  fo  much  in  number,  engrofs  fucli 
wealth,  and  acquire  fo  great  power’ and  influence  in 
Great-Britain,  that  their  perfons  would  be  revered, 
their  cufloms  imitated,  and  Judaifm  become  the 
fafliionable  religion  of  the  Englilb.  Finally,  they 
affirmed  that  fuch  an  a6l  was  direftly  flying  in  the 
face  of  the  prophecy,  which  declares,  that  the  Jews 
fliall  be  a fcattered  people,  without  country  or  fixed 
habitation,  until  they  fliall  be  converted  from  their 
infidelity,  and  gathered  together  in  the  land  of  their 
forefathers.  Thefe  arguments  and  apprehenfions, 
which  were  in  reality  frivolous  and  chimerical,  being 
induftrioufly  circulated  among  the  vulgar,  naturally 
prejudiced  againfl  the  Jewiffi  people,  excited  fuch  a 
ferment  throughout  the  nation,  as  ought  to  have  de- 
terred the  miniftry  from  the  profecution  of  fuch  an 
unpopular  meafure  ; which,  however,  they  had  cou- 
rage enough  to  maintain  againfl:  all  oppofition.  The 
bill  paflfed  the  ordeal  of  both  Houfes,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty  vouchfafed  the  royal  fandion  to  this  law  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Hebrew  nation.  The  truth  is,  it  might 
have  increafed  the  wealth,  and  extended  the  com- 
merce of  Great-Britain,  had  it  been  agreeable  to  the 
people;  and  as  the  naturalized  Jews  would  (till  have 
been  excluded  from  all  civil  and  military  offices,  as 
well  as  from  other  privileges  enjoyed  by  their  Chrif- 
tian  brethren,  in  all  probability  they  would  have 
gradually  forfaken  their  own  unprofitable  and  obfti- 
nate  infidelity,  opened  their  eyes  to  the  fhining 
truths  of  the  gofpel,  and  joined  their  fellow-fubjedls 
in  embracing  the  dodrines  of  Chriftianity.  But  no 
miniftry  ought  to  rifle  an  experiment,  how  plaufible 
foever  it  miay  be,  if  they  find  it,  as  this  was,  an  ob- 
jed  of  the  people’s  unconquerable  averfion.  What 
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rendered  this  unpopular  meafure  the  more  impoli-  chap. 
lick,  was  the  unfeafonable  jundture  at  which  it  was , ^ 

carried  into  execution;  that  is,  at  the  eve  of  a ge-  ,^^3. 
neral  election  for  a new  Parliament,  when  a minifter 
ought  caiefully  to  avoid  every  ftep  which  may  give 
umbrage  to  the  body  of  the  people.  The  Earl  of 

Eg 1,  who  argued  againfl  the  bill  with  equal 

power  and  vivacity,  in  defcribing  the  eflfe6t  it  might 
have  upon  that  occafion,  I am  amazed  (faid  he) 
that  this  confideration  makes  no  impreflion.— 

When  that  day,  which  is  not  far  off,  lhall  arrive, 

I fliall  not  fear  to  let  my  foot  upon  any  ground 
of  eledlion  in  the  kingdom,  in  oppofition  to  any 
one  man  among  you,  or  any  new  Chrillian,  who 
has  voted  or  appeared  in  favour  of  this  natu-. 
ralization.’’ 

§ XXVI.  Another  bill,  tranfmitted  from  the 
Upper  Houle,  met  with  a reception  equally  unfa- 
vourable among  the  Commons,  though  it  was  fuf- 
tained  on  the  Ihoulders  of  the  majority,  and  thus 
forced  its  way  to  the  throne,  where  it  obtained  the 
royal  approbation.  The  pradlice  of  folemnifmg  clan- 
deftine  marriages,  fo  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of  fa- 
milies, and  fo  often  produ6live  of  mifery  to  the 
parties  themfelves  thus  united,  w-as  an  evil  that  pre- 
vailed to  fuch  a degree  as  claimed  the  attention  of 
the  Legiflature.  The  fons  and  daughters  of  great 
and  opulent  families,  before  they  had  acquired  know- 
ledge and  experience,  or  attained  to  the  years  of 
difcretion,  were  every  day  feduced  in  their  affe6tions, 
and  inveigled  into  matches  big  with  infamy  and 
ruin  ; and  thefe  were  greatly  facilitated  by  the  oppor- 
tunities that  occurred  of  being  united  inllantaneoufly 
by  the  ceremony  of  marriage,  in  the  firft  tranfport 
of  paffion,  before  the  deftined  vi6lim  had  time  to 
cool  or  deliberate  on  the  fubje6l.  For  this  perni- 
cious purpofe,  there  was  a band  of  profligate  mif- 
creants,  the  refufe  of  the  clergy,  dead  to  every  fen- 
timent  of  virtue,  abandoned  to  all  fenfe  of  decency 

and 
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book  and  decorum,  for  the  mofl  part  prifoners  for  debt  or 
^ delinquency,  and  indeed  the  very  outcafts  of  human 

J753.  fociety,  who  hovered  about  the  verge  of  the  Fleet- 
prifon  to  intercept  cuftomers,  plying  like  porters 
for  employment,  and  performed  the  ceremony  of 
marriage  without  licence  or  queftion,  in  cellars,  gar- 
rets, or  alehoufes,  to  the  fcandal  of  religion,  and 
the  difgrace  of  that  order  which  they  profeffed.  The 
eafe  vvith  which  this  ecclefiailical  fanclion  was  ob- 
tained, and  the  vicious  difpofition  of  thofe  wretches, 
open  to  the  pracllces  of  fraud  and  corruption,  were 
productive  of  polygamy,  indigence,  conjugal  infi- 
delity, proftitution,  and  every  curfe  that  could  im- 
bitter  the  married  ftate.  A remarkable  cafe  of  this 
nature  Laving  fallen  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
Peers,  in  an  appeal  from  an  inferior  tribunal,  that 
Houfe  ordered  the  Judges  to  prepare  a new  bill  for 
preventing  fuch  abufes  and  one  was  accordingly 
framed,  under  the  aufpices  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  at 
that  time  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England.  In 
order  to  anticipate  the  bad  effedls  of  clandeftine 
marriages,  this  new  ftatute  enadled,  That  the  banns 
fliould  be  regularly  publifhed,  three  fuccefiive  Sun- 
days, in  the  church  of  the  parifn  where  the  parties 
dwell:  That  no  licence  fliould  be  granted  to  marry 
in  any  place,  where  one  of  the  parties  has  not  dwelt 
at  leaft  a month,  except  a fpecial  licence  by  the 
Archbifliop  : That  if  any  marriage  fliould  be  folem- 
nifed  in  any  other  place  than  a church  or  a chapel, 
without  a fpecial  licence,  or  in  a publick  chapel, 
without  having  publifhed  the  banns,  or  obtained  a 
licence  of  fome  perfon  properly  qualified,  the  mar- 
riage fhould  be  void,  and  the  perfon  who  folemnifed 
it  tranfported  for  feven  years:  That  m.arriages,  by 
licence,  of  parties  under  age,  without  confcnt  of  pa- 
rent or  guardian,  fhould  be  null  and  void,  unlefs 
the  party  under  age  be  a widow,  and  the  parent  re- 
fuhng  confent  a widow  married  again:  That  when 
the  confent  of  a mother  or  guardian  is  refufed  from 
■caprice^  or  fuch  parent  or  guai'dian  be  non  compos 
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rnentisy  or  beyond  Tea,  the  minor  fhould  have  recoiirfec  hap, 
for  relief  to  the  Court  of  Chancery:  That  no  fuit  , 

flioiild  be  commenced  to  compel  a celebration  of  ,7^^^ 
marriage,  upon  pretence  of  any  contrad : That  all 
marriages  fliould  be  folcmnifed  before  two  witneffes, 
and  an  entry  be  made  in  a book  kept  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  whether  it  was  by  banns  or  licence,  whether 
either  of  the  parties  w'as  under  age,  or  the  marriage 
celebrated  with  the  confent  of  parent  or  guardian  ; 
and  this  entry  to  be  figned  by  the  minifter,  the  par- 
ties, and  the  witneffes : That  a faife  licence  or  certi-’ 
ficate,  or  deftroying  regifter  books,  Ikould  be  deemed 
felony,  either  in  principal  or  acceffary,  and  puniflied 
with  death.  The  bill,  when  firft  confidered  in  the 
Lower  Houfe,  gave  rife  to  a variety  of  debates;  in 
which  the  members  appeared  to  be  divided  rather 
according  to  their  real  lentiments,  than  by  the  rules^ 
of  any  political  diftindion : . for  fome  principal  fer- 
vants  of  the  government  freely  differed  in  opinion 
from  the  minifter,  who  countenanced  the  bill ; while, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  was,  on  this  occafion,  fup- 
ported  by  certain  chiefs  of  the  oppofition,  and  the 
difputcs  were  maintained  with  extraordinary  eager^ 
nefs  and  warmth.  The  principal  .objedions  im- 
ported, that  fuch  reftridions  on  marriage  would 
damp  the  fpirit  of  love  and  propagation ; promote 
mercenary  matches,  to  the  ruin  of  domeftick  happi- 
nefs,  as  well  as  to  the  prejudice  of  pofterity  and  po- 
pulation; impede  the  circulation  of  property,  by 
preferving  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom  among  a kind 
of  ariftocracy  of  opulent  families,  who  would  always 
intermarry  within  their  own  pale;  fubjed  the  poor 
to  many  inconveniencies,  and  extraordinary  expence, 
fi  om  the  nature  of  the  forms  to  be  obferved ; and 
throw  an  additional  power  into  the  hands  of  the 
Chancellor.  They  affirmed,  that  no  human  power 
had  a right  to  diffolve  a vow  folemnly  made  in  the 
fight  of  heaven : and  that,  in  proportion  as  the  bill 
prevented  clandeftinc  marriages,  it  would  encourage 
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fornication  and  debauchery,  infomnch  as  the  parties^ 
retrained  from  indulging  their  mutual  paflions  in  an 
honourable  manner,  would  be  tempted  to  gratify 
them  by  fcealth,  at  the  hazard  of  their  reputation. 
In  a word,  they  forefaw  a great  number  of  evils  in 
the  train  of  this  bill,  which  have  not  yet  been 
realized.  On  the  other  fide,  its  advocates  endea- 
voured to  refute  thefe  arguments,  and  fome  of  them 
fpoke  with  great  llrength  and  precifion.  The  bill 
underwent  a great  number  of  alterations  and  amend- 
ments s which  were  not  effedled  witliout  violent  con- 
teft  and  altercation.  At  length,  however^  it  was 
floated  through  both  Iloufes  on  the  tide  of  a great 
majority,  and  fleered  into  the  fafe  harbour  of  royal 
approbation.  Certain  it  is,  the  abule  of  clandeftine 
marriage  might  have  been  removed  upon  much 
eafier  terms  than  thofe  impofed  upon  the  fubjefl  by 
this  bill,  which,  after  all,  hath  been  found  ineffectual, 
as  it  may  be  eafily  eluded  by  a Ihort  voyage  to  the 
continent,  or  a moderate  journey  to  North-Britain, 
where  the  indiflbluble  knot  may  be  tied  without 
fcruple  or  interruption. 

§ XX Vn.  Over  and  above  thefe  new  ftatutes 
there  were  fome  other  fubjects  which  occafionally 
employed  the  attention  of  the  Commons ; fuch  as 
the  flate  of  the  Britifh  fugar-colonies,  which  was 
confldered,  in  confequence  of  petitions  prefented  by 
the  fu  gar- re  liners  and  grocers  of  London,  Weftmin- 
fler,  and  Briftol,  complaining  of  the  exorbitant  price 
demanded  and  given  for  fugar  imported  from  Ja- 
maica; defiring  that  the  proprietors  of  land  in  Ja- 
maica might  be  obliged  to  cultivate  greater  quanti- 
ties of  ground  for  raifing  fugar  canes,  or  that  they 
(the  petitioners)  might  have  leave  to  import  mufco- 
vado  fugars  from  other  countries,  when  the  price  of 
thofe  imported  from  Jamaica  fhould  exceed  a certain 
nite.  I'his  remonflrance  w'as  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  by  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe;  and  a 
great  number  of  evidences  and  papers  being  exa- 

6 mined, 


GEORGE  II. 

mined,  they  refolved.  That  the  peopling  of  Jamaica 
with  white  inhabitants,  and  cultivating  the  lands  ^ 
thereof,  would  be  the  moft  proper  meafure  for  fe- 
curing  that  ifland,  and  increafmg  the  trade  and  na- 
vigation between  it  and  Great-Britain,  and  other 
parts  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions:  That  the  endea- 
vours hitherto  ufed  by  the  legiflature  of  Jamaica  to 
increafe  the  number  of  white  inhabitants,  and  en- 
force the  cultivation  of  lands,  in  the  manner  that 
might  beft  conduce  to  the  fecurity  and  defence  of 
that  ifland,  had  not  been  efle£lual  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes.  The  Houfe  ordered  a bill  to  be  founded  on 
thefe  refolutions  j but  this  was  poftponedj  until  the 
miniftry  fliould  receive  more  full  information  touch- 
ing the  true  Rate  of  that  ifland.  The  planters  of 
Jamaica  laboured  under  many  grievances  and  hard- 
fliips,  from  divers  heavy  impofitions  and  reftric- 
dons ; and  a detail  of  thefe  was  tranfmitted  in  a 
reprefentation  to  his  Majefly,  which  was  referred  to 
the  conflderation  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Trade  and 
Plantations.  The  caufe  of  the  planters  was  de- 
fended vigoroufly,  and  managed  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  Alderman  Beckford,  a gentleman  of 
vafh  poflelTions  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  who  perfeCllv 
well  underftood,  and  ftrenuoufly  fupported,  the 
intereft  of  that  his  native  country. 

§ XXVII 1.  Abortive  alfo  proved  the  attempt  to 
eftablifh  a law  for  keeping  an  annual  regifter  of 
marriages,  births,  deaths,  the  individuals  who  re- 
ceived alms,  and  the  total  number  of  people  in 
Great-Britain.  A bill  for  this  purpofe  was  prefented 
by  Mr.  Potter,  a gentleman  of  pregnant  parts  and 
fpirited  elocution  ; who,  enumerating  the  advantages 
of  fuch  a law,  obferved,  that  it  would  afeertain  the 
number  of  the  people,  and  the  colledive  ftrength 
of  the  nation ; confequently,  point  out  thofe  places 
where  there  is  a defed  or  excefs  of  population,  and 
certainly  determine  whether  a general  naturalization 
would  be  advantageous  or  prejudicial  to  the  com- 
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BOOK  munity  ; that  it  would  decide  what  number  of  men 
^ , might,  on  any  hidden  emergency,  be  levied  for  the 

J753,  defence  of  the  kingdom  ; and  whether  the  nation  is 
gainer  or  lofer  by  fending  its  natives  to  fettle,  and 
our  troops  to  defend  diftant  colonies  ; that  it  would 
be  the  means  of  eftablifhing  a local  adminiftration 
of  civil  government,  or  a police  upon  certain  fixed 
principles,  the  want  of  which  had  been  long  a re- 
proach to  the  nation,  a fecurity  to  vice,  and  an 
encouragement  to  idlenefs ; that  in  many  cafes  where 
all  other  evidence  is  wanting,  it  would  enable  fiiitors 
to  recover  their  rights  in  courts  of  juftice,  facilitate 
an  equal  and  equitable  afleffment  in  raifing  the  pre- 
fent  taxes,  and  laying  future  impofitions  ; fpecify 
the  lineal  defcents,  relations,  and  alliances  of  fami- 
lies ; lighten  the  intolerable  burthens  incurred  by 
the  pubiick,  from  innumerable  and  abfurd  regula- 
tions relating  to  the  poor ; provide  for  them  by  a 
more  equal  exertion  of  humanity,  and  effedually 
fcreen  them  from  all  rifque  of  perifliing  by  hunger, 
cold,  cruelty,  and  opprelhon.  Whether  fuch  a law 
would  have  anfwered  the  fanguine  expectations  of 
its  patron,  we  fliall  not  pretend  to  determine  ; though, 
in  our  opinion,  it  mufl  have  been  attended  with  very 
falutary  confequences,  particularly  in  retraining  the 
liand  of  robbery  and  violence,  in  detecting  fraud, 
bridling  the  ferocity  of  a licentious  people,  and  efta- 
blifliing  a happy  fyftem  of  order  and  fubordination. 
At  firfl  the  bill  met  with  little  oppofition,  except 
from  Mr.  Thornton,  member  for  the  city  of  York, 
who  inveighed  againll  it  with  great  fervour,  as  a 
meafure  that  favoured  of  French  policy,  to  which 
the  Englifli  nation  ever  had  the  utmofh  averfion. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  method  in  which  it  was  pro* 
pofed  this  regiftcr  ffiould  be  kept,  would  furnilh 
the  enemies  of  Great-Britain  with  continual  oppor- 
tunities of  knowing  the  fhrenp-th  or  weaknefs  of  the 
nation  ; that  it  w'ould  empower  an  iil-defigning  mi- 
niller  to  execute  any  fcheme  fubverfive  of  pubiick 
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liberty,  inveft  parifh  and  petty  officers  of  the  peace  c hap. 
with  exorbitant  powers,  and  coft  the  nation  above ^ 
fifty  thoiifand  pounds  a-year  to  carry  the  fcheme  1753. 
into  execution.  Thefe  arguments,  which,  v/e  ap- 
prehend, are  extremely  frivolous  and  inconcluhve, 
had  great  weight  with  a confiderable  number,  who 
joined  in  the  oppofition,  while  the  miniftry  flood 
neutral.  Neverthelefs,  after  having  undergone  fome 
amendments,  it  was  conveyed  to  the  Lords,  by 
whom  it  was,  at  the  fecond  reading,  thrown  out, 
as  a fcheme  of  a very  dangerous  tendency.  The 
legiflature  of  Great-Britain  have,  on  fome  occafions, 
been  more  ftartled  at  the  diftant  ffiadow'  of  a bare 
poffibility,  than  at  the  real  approach  of  the  rnofl 
dangerous  innovation. 

§ XXIX.  From  the  ufual  deliberations  on  civil 
and  commercial  concerns,  the  attention  of  the  Par- 
liament, which  had  feldom  or  never  turned  upon 
literary  avocations,  was  called  off  by  an  extraordi- 
nary fubje6l  of  this  nature.  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  the  ce- 
[ lebrated  phyfician  and  naturalift,  well  known  through 
all  the  civilized  countries  of  Europe  for  his  ample 
colle^lion  of  rarities,  culled  ffom  the  animal,  vege- 
\ table,  and  mineral  kingdoms,  as  well  as  of  anci- 
g qiiities  and  curiofities  of  art,  had  diredled,  in  his 
j laft  will,  that  this  valuable  mufeum,  together  with 

j his  numerous  library,  ffiould  be  offered  to  the  Par- 

j;  liament,  for  the  ufe  of  the  publick,  in  conhderation 
of  their  paying  a certain  fum,  in  ' compenfation,  to 
j his  heirs.  His  terms  w'ere  embraced  by  the  Com- 
! mons,  who  agreed  to  pay  twenty  thouiand  pounds 
for  the  w'hole,  fuppofed  to  be  w'orth  four  times  that 
^ fum  ; and  a bill  was  prepared  for  purchafing  this 
mufeum,  together  with  the  Haiieian  colledion  of 
manufcripts,  lb  denominated  from  its  founder,  Ro- 
bert Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford,  Lord  Eligh  Treaforer 
of  England,  and  now  offered  to  the  publick  by  his 
? daughter,  the  Duchefs  of  Portland.  It  was  pro- 
pofed,  that  thefe  purchafes  ffiould  be  joined  to  the 
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B o o 7^  famous  Cottonian  library,  and  a fuitable  repofitory 
provided  for  them  and  the  King’s  library,  which 
had  long  lain  ncgledted,  and  expofed  to  the  injuries 
of  the  weather  in  tlie  old  dormutory  at  Weftminfter. 
Accordingly,  truflecs  and  governors,  confifting  of 
the  molt  eminent  perfons  of  the  kingdom,  were 
appointed,  and  regulations  eftablillied  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  noble  mufeum,  which  was  depo- 
fited  in  Montagu-Flciife,  one  of  the  mod  magnifi- 
cent edifices  in  England,  where  it  is  fubjefted,  with- 
out referve,  to  the  view  of  the  publick,  under  cer- 
tain necelTary  redriftions,  and  exhibits  a ^glorious 
monument  of 'national  tade  and  liberality^'.  In  the 
beginning  of  June,  the  fedion  of  Parliament  was 
clofed  by  his  Majedy,  who  mentioned  nothing  par- 
ticular in  his  fpeech,  but  that  the  date  of  foreign 
adairs  had  fuffered  no  alteration  fince  their  mcet- 

ing- 

§ XXX.  The  genius  of  the  Englifh  people  is 
perhaps  incompatible  with  a date  of  perfed  tran- 
quillity : if  it  is  not  ruffled  by  foreign  provocations, 
or  agitated  by  unpopular  meafures  of  domedick  ad- 
minidration,  it  will  undergo  temporary  fermenta- 
tions from  the  turbulent  ingredients  inherent  in  its 
owm  conditution.  I'umults  are  excited,  and  fac- 
tions kindled  into  rage  and  inveteracy,  by  incidents 
of  the  mod  frivolous  nature.  At  this  juncture  the 
metropolis  of  England  was  divided  and  difeompofed 

in 

• The  library  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane  confided  of  above  fifty  tlioufainl 
volumes,  incliuling  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  books  of  drawings, 
and  three  theiifand  five  hundied  and  fixteen  manulci ipts,  befidesa 
multitude  of  prints.  The  mufeum  comprehended  an  infinite  nunibtr 
of  medals,  coins,  urns,  uienfils,  feals,  cameos,  intaglios,  precious 
ftones,  veiTels  of  agate  and  jafper,  chryftals,  I'pars,  foflils,  metals, 
minerals,  ores,  earths,  lands,  falts,  bitumens,  fulphurs,  amber, 
ambergrife,  talcs,  mirx,  teftacea,  corals,  fponges,  echini,  echemtes, 
afieri??,  troebi,  cruftatia,  ftelice  marine,  fiflies,  birds,  eggs,  and  nefts, 
vipers,  ferpents,  quadrupeds,  infects,  human  calcuTi,  anatomical 
piepaiations,  feeds,  gums,  roots,  dried  plants,  piftures,  drawings, 
and  mathematical  inftruments.  All  thefe  articles,  with  a fhort  ac- 
count pf  each,  are  fpccified  in  tiiiity-eight  volumes  in  folio,  and 
eight  in  quarto. 
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in  a furprifing  manner,  by  a difpute  in  itfelf  of  foe  HAP. 
little  confeqiience  to  the  community,  that  it  could 
not  deferve  a place  in  a general  hiftory,  if  it  did 
not  ferve  to  convey  a charadteriflick  idea  of  the 
Englifli  nation.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  an 
obfeure  damfel,  of  low  degree,  whofe  name  was 
Elizabeth  Canning,  promulgated  a report,  which  in 
a little  time  attradled  the  attention  of  the  publick. 

She  affirmed,  that  on  the  firfl  day  of  the  new  year, 
at  night,  fhe  was  feized  under  Bedlam-wall  by  two 
ruffians,  who  having  ftripped  her  of  her  upper  appa- 
rel, fecured  her  mouth  with  a gag,  and  threatened 
to  murder  her  fhould  ffie  make  the  leaft  noife ; that 
they  conveyed  her  on  foot  about  ten  miles,  to  a 
place  called  Endfield-waffi,  and  brought  her  to  the 
houfe  of  one  Mrs.  Wells,  where  ffie  was  pillaged  of 
her  ftays ; and,  becaufe  ffie  refufed  to  turn  profti- 
tute,  confined  in  a cold,  damp,  feparate,  and  un- 
furniffied  apartment ; where  ffie  remained  a whole 
month,  without  any  other  fuftenance  than  a few 
ftale  crufts  of  bread,  and  about  a gallon  of  water ; 
till  at  length  Ihe  forced  her  way  through  a window, 
and  ran  home  to  her  mother’s  houfe,  almoft  naked, 
in  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  January.  This 
ftory,  improbable  and  unfupported,  operated  fo 
Itrongly  on  the  paffions  of  the  people  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Aldermanbury,  where  Canning’s  mo- 
ther lived,  and  particularly  among  fanaticks  of  all 
denominations,  that  they  raifed  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, with  furprifing  eagernefs,  in  order  to  bring 
the  fuppofed  delinquents  to  juftice.  Warrants  were 
granted  for  apprehending  Wells,  who  kept  the  houfe 
at  Endfield-waftr,  and  her  accomplices,  the  fervant- 
maid,  whofe  name  was  Virtue  Hall,  and  one  Squires, 
an  old  gipfey-woman,  which  laft  was  charged  by 
Canning,  of  having  robbed  her  of  her  ftays.  Wells, 
though  acquitted  of  the  felony,  was  puniffied  as  a 
bawd.  Elall  turned  evidence  for  Canning,  but  after- 
wards recanted.  Squires,  the  gipfey,  was  convifled 
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Of  the  robbery,  though  flie  produced  ^indoubted 
evidence  to  prove  that  flie  was  at  Abbotfbury  in 
Dorfetfhire  that  very  night  in  which  the  felony  was 
faid  to  be  committed,  and  Canning  and  her  friends 
fell  into  divers  contradidlions  during  the  courfe  of 
the  trial.  By  this  time  the  prepolTeflion  of  the  com- 
mon people  in  her  favour  had  rifen  to  fuch  a pitch 
of  enthufiafiTi,  that  the  moft  palpable  truths  which 
appeared  on  the  other  fide,  had  no  other  effed  than 
that  of  exafperating  them  to  the  moft  dangerous 
degree  of  rage  and  revenge.  Some  of  the  witnefies 
for  Squires,  though  perfons  of  unblemiflied  charac- 
ter, were  fo  intimidated,  that  they  durft;  not  enter 
the  court ; and  thofe  who  had  refolution  enough  to 
give  evidence  in  her  behalf,  ran  the  rifque  of  affaf- 
fination  from  the  vulgar  that  furrounded  the  place. 
On  this  occafion.  Sir  Crifp  Gafcoyne,  Lord-Mayor 
of  London,  behaved  with  that  laudable  courage  and 
humanity  which  ought  ever  to  diftinguiili  the  chief 
magiftrate  of  fuch  a metropolis.  Confidering  the 
improbability  of  the  charge,  the  heat,  partiality, 
and  blind  enthufiafm  with  which  it  was  profecuted, 
and  being  convinced  of  the  old  woman’s  innocence 
by  a great  number  of  affidavits,  voluntarily  fent  up 
from,  the  country  by  perfons  of  unqueftionable  cre- 
dit, he,  in  conjundtion  with  fome  other  worthy  citi- 
zens, refolved  to  oppofe  the  torrent  of  vulgar  pre- 
judice. Application  was  made  to  the  throne  for 
mercy ; the  cafe  was  referred  to  the  Attorney  and 
Soiiicitor-Gencral,  who,  having  examined  the  evi- 
dences on  both  Tides,  made  their  l eport  in  favour  ot 
Squires  to  the  King  and  CounciL  and  this  poor  old 
creature  was  indulged  with  his  Majefty’s  pardon. 
I'his  affair  was  now  fwclled  up  into  fuch  a fadtion  as 
divided  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom,  including 
the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  the  high  as  well  as  thfe 
huiTible.  Pamphlets  and  pafquinades  were  pub- 
iilhed  on  both  Tides  of  the  difpute,  which  became 
the  general  topick  of  converfation  in  all  affembiics, 
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and  people  of  all  ranks  efpoufed  one  or  other  party  chap. 
with  as  much  warmth  and  animofity  as  had  ever 
inflamed  the  Whigs  and  Tories,  even  at  the  mioft 
rancourous  period  of  their  oppofition.  Siibfcrip- 
tions  were  opened,  and  large  fums  levied,  on  one 
lide,  to  profecLite  for  perjury  the  perfons  on  whofe 
evidence  the  pardon  had  been  granted.  On  the 
other  hand,  thofe  who  had  interelled  themfelves  for 
the  gipfey.refolved  to  fupport  her  witnefies,  and,  if 
poffible,  deteft  the  impofture  of  Canning.  Bills  of 
perjury  were  preferred  on  both  fides.  The  evi- 
dences for  Squires  were  tried  and  acquitted  : at  firft 
Canning  abfconded ; but  afterwards  furrendered  to 
take  her  trial,  and  being,  after  a long  hearing,  found 
guilty,  v/as  tranfported  to  the  Britifli  colonies.  The 
zeal  of  her  friends,  however,  feemed  to  be  inflamed 
by  her  convi6lion  ; and  thofe  who  carried  on  the 
profecution  againfl;  her  were  infulted,  even  to  the 
danger  of  their  lives.  They  fuppiied  her  with  ne- 
ceffaries  of  all  forts,  paid  for  her  rranfportation  in  a 
private  fliip,  where  flie  enjoyed  all  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  that  could  be  afibrded  in  that 
fituation,  and  furniflied  her  with  fuch  recommen- 
dations as  fecured  to  her  a very  agreeable  reception 
in  New-England. 

§ XXXI.  Next  to  this  very  remarkable  tranfic- 
tion,  the  incident  that  principally  diflinguiflied  this 
year  in  England,  was  the  execution  of  Dr.  Archi- 
bald Cameron,  a native  of  North-Britain,  and  bro- 
ther to  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  chief  of  that  numerous 
and  warlike  tribe,  who  had  taken  the  field  with  the 
Prince-Pretender.  After  the  battle  of  Ciilloden, 
where  lie  was  dangeroufly  wounded,  he  found  means 
to  efcape  to  the  Continent.  His  brother,  the  Doc- 
tor, had  accompanied  him  in  all  his  expeditions, 
though  not  in  a military  capacity,  and  was  included 
with  him  in  the  aft  of  attainder  palTed  againfl:  thofe 
who  had  been  concerned  in  the  rebellion.  Notvfith- 
flanding  the  imminent  danger  attending  fuch  an 
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BOOK  attempt,  the  Do6lor  returned  privately  to  Scotland, 
^ ^ in  order  (as  it  was  reported)  to  recover  a fum  of 

17^3.  money  belonging  to  the  Pretender,  which  had  been 
embezzled  by  his  adherents  in  that  country.  What- 
ever may  have  been  his  inducement  to  re-vifit  his 
native  country  under  fuch  a predicament,  certain 
it  is,  he  w'as  difeovered,  apprehended,  conduced 
to  London,  confined  in  the  Tower,  examined  by 
the  privy-council,  and  produced  in  the  court  of 
King’s-Bench,  where  his  identity  being  proved  by 
feveral  witneffes,  he  received  fentence  of  death,  and 
was  executed  at  Tyburn.  The  terror  and  refent- 
ment  of  the  people,  occafioned  by  the  rebellion, 
having  by  this  time  fubfided,  their  humane  palTions 
did  not  fail  to  operate  in  favour  of  this  unfortunate 
gentleman  : their  pity  was  mingled  with  efteem, 
arifing  from  his  perfonal  charadler,  which  was  alto- 
gether unblemifhed,  and  his  deportment  on  this 
occafion,  which  they  could  not  help  admiring,  as 
the  ftandard  of  manly  fortitude  and  decorum.  ' The 
populace,  though  not  very  fubjedl  to  tender  emo- 
tions, were  moved  to  companion,  and  even  to  tears, 
by  his  behaviour  at  the  place  of  execution  j and 
' many  fincere  wcll-wifliers  to  the  prefent  eftablilli- 
ment  thought  that  the  facrifice  of  this  vielim,  at 
fuch  a jundture,  could  not  redound  either  to  its  ho- 
nour or  fecurity. 

§ XXXII.  The  turbulent  fpirit,  which  is  never 
totally  extinguifhed  in  this  ifiand,  manifefled  itfelf 
in  fundry  tumults  that  broke  out  in  different  parts 
of  South-Bikain.  The  price  of  provifion,  and 
bread  in  particular,  being  railed  to  an  exorbitant 
rate,  in  confequence  of  an  abfurd  exportation  ot 
corn,  for  the  fake  of  the  bounty,  a formidable  body 
of  colliers,  and  other  labouring  people,  railed  an 
infurreftion  at  Briflol,  began  to  plunder  the  corn- 
vefiels  in  the  harbour,  and  commit  fuch  outrages  in 
the  city,  that  the  magifirates  were  obliged  to  have 
jecourfe  to  the  military  power,  A troop  of  dra- 
goons 
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goons  were  fent  to  their  afTiftance,  and  the  infur-  chap. 
gents  were  quelled,  though  not  without  fome  blood-  , 

died.  Commotions  of  the  fame  kind  were  excited  ,7^5, 
in  Yorkfliire,  Mancheller,  and  feveral  other  places 
in  the  northern  counties.  At  Leeds,  a detachment 
of  the  King’s  troops  were  obliged  in  their  own  de- 
fence to  fire  upon  the  rioters,  eight  or  nine  of  whom 
were  killed  on  the  fpot ; and,  indeed,  fo  little  care 
had  been  taken  to  reftrain  the  licentious  infolence  of 
the  vulgar  by  proper  laws  and  regulations,  duely 
executed  under  the  eye  of  civil  magiftracy,  that  a 
military  power  was  found  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
maintain  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

§ XXXIII.  The  tranquillity  of  the  Continent 
was  not  endangered  by  any  new  conteft  or  diftur- 
bance  : yet  the  breach  between  the  Clergy  and  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  was  every  day  more  and  more 
widened,  and  the  people  were  pretty  equally  divided 
between  fuperftition  and  a regard  for  civil  liberty. 

The  Parliament  having  caufed  divers  ecclefiafticks 
to  be  apprehended,  for  having  refufed  to  adminifter 
the  facraments  to  perfons  in  extremity,  who  refufed 
to  fubfcribe  to  the  bull  Unigenitus,  all  of  them  de- 
clared they  a6led  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
Archbifhop  of  Paris.  Application  being  made  to 
this  haughty  prelate,  he  treated  the  deputies  of  the 
Parliament  with  the  moft  fupercilious  contempt,  and 
even  feemed  to  brave  the  power  and  authority  of 
that  body.  They,  on  the  other  hand,  proceeded  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  recufant  clergy,  until  their 
Sovereign  ordered  them  to  defift.  Then  they  pre- 
fented  remonftrances  to  his  Majefty,  reminding  him 
of  their  privileges,  and  the,  duty  of  their  Ration, 
which  obliged  th«m  to  do  juftice  on  all  delinquents. 

In  the  mean  time,  they  continued  to  perform  their 
functions,  and  even  commenced  a profecution  againib 
the  Bifhop  of  Orleans,  whom  they  fummoned  to 
attend  their  tribunal.  Next  day  they  received  from 
2^  lettr^  de  catchety  accompanied  by  letters 

patent. 
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BOOK  patent,  commanding  them  to  fufpend  all  profecu- 
tions  relating  to  the  refufal  of  the  facraments;  and 
ordering  the  letters  patent  to  be  regiftered.  Inllead 
of  obeying  thefe  commands,  they  prefented  new  re- 
’monilrances,  for  anfwers  to  which  they  were  referred 
to  the  King’s  former  declarations.  In  confequence 
of  this  intimation,  they  had  fpirit  enough  to  refolve, 
That,  whereas  certain  evil-minded  perfons  had 
prevented  truth  from  reaching  the  throne,  the 
“ ciiambers  remained  aflembled,  and  all  other  bufi- 
nefs  fnould  be  fufpended.”  The  affair  was  now 
become  very  ferious.  His  Majefty,  by  frefh  letters 
patent,  renev/ed  his  orders,  and  commanded  them 
to  proceed  v/ith  their  ordinary  bufinefs,  on  pain  of 
incurring  his  difpieafure.  They  forthwith  came  to 
another  refolution,  importing,  that  they  cordd  not 
obey  this  jundion  without  a breach  of  their  duty 
and  their  oath.  Next  day  lettres  de  cat  chef  were 
iffued,  bani thing  to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom 
all  the  members,  except  thofe  of  the  great  cham- 
ber, which  the  court  did  not  find  more  tradlable  than 
their ' brethren.  They  forthwith  refolved  to  abide 
by  the  two  refolutions  mentioned  above;  and,  as 
an  inftance  of  their  unihaken  fortitude,  ordered  an 
ecclefiaftick  to  be  taken  into  cuftody  for  refufmg 
the  facraments.  This  fpirited  meafure  involved 
them  in  the  fate  of'the  reft  ; for  they  were  alfo  exiled 
from  Paris,  the  citizens  of  which  did  not  fail  to 
extol  their  condudt  with  the  loudeft  encomiums,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  exprefs  their  refen  tment  againd: 
the  clergy,  who  could  not  ftir  abroad  without  being 
expofed  to  violence  or  infult.  The  example  of  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  was  followed  by  that  of  Rouen, 
which  had  courage  enough  to  iffue  orders  for  appre- 
hending the  Bifhop  of  Evrenx,  becanfe  he  had  re- 
fufed  to  appear  when  fummoned  to  their  tribunal. 
Their  decrees  on  this  occafion  being  annulled  by  the 
King’s  council  of  ftate,  they  prefented  a bold  remon- 
ftrance,  which,  however,  had  no  other  efted  than 

that 
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that  of  exafperating  the  miniftry.  A grand  deputa-  CHAP* 
tion  being  ordered  to  attend  the  King,  they  were 
commanded  to  defift  from' intermeddiing  in  dif- 
piites  relating  to  the  refufal  of  the  facraments,  and 
to  regifter  this  injunftion.  At  their  return  they'  had 
recourfe  to  a new  remonftrance  j and  one  of  their 
principal  counfellors,  who  had  fpoken  freely  in  the 
debates  on  this  fubjedl,  was  arrefted  by  a party  of 
dragoons,  who  carried  him  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of  • 
Doiirlens.  In  a word,  the  body  of  the  people  de- 
clared for  the  Parliament,  in  oppofition  to  ecclefi- 
aftical  tyranny ; and,  had  they  not  been  over-awed 
by  a formidable  ftanding  army,  would  certainly 
have  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  liberties  ; 
while  the  Monarch  weakly  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
governed  by  prieftly  delufions ; and,  fecure  in  his 
military  appointments,  feemed  to  fet  the  reft  of  his 
fubie6ls  at  defiance.  Apprehenfive,  however,  that 
thele  difputes  would  put  an  entire  ftop  to  the  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice,  he,  by  letters  patent,  eftablifhed 
a royal  chamber  for  the  profeeution  of  fuits  civil  and 
criminal,  which  was  opened  with  a foiemn  mafs  per- 
formed in  the  Queen’s  chapel  at  the  Louvre,  where 
all  the  members  alTifted.  On  this  occafion  another 
difficulty  occurred.-  The  letters  patent,  conftitu- 
ting  this  new  court,  ought  to  have  been  regiftcred 
by  the  Parliament,  which  was  now  no  more.  To  ’ 
remedy  this  defedt,  application  v/as  made  to  the  in- 
ferior court  of  the  Chatelet ; which  refufing  to  re- 
gifter  them,  one  of  its  members  w'as  committed  to 
the  Baftile,  and  another  abfconded.  Intimidated 
by  this  exertion  of  deipotick  power,  they  allowed 
the  King’s  officers  to  enter  the  letters  in  their  regif- 
ter ; but  afterwards  adopted  more  vigorous  refoiu- 
tions.  The  lieutenant  civil  appearing  in  their  court, 
all  the  counfellors  rofe  up  and  retired,  leaving  him 
alone,  and  on  the  table  an  arret,  importing.  That 
w'liereas  the  confinement  of  one  of  their  members, 
the  perfecution  of  another,  who  durft  not  appear, 
and  the  prelent  calamities  of  the  nation,  gave  them 
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apprehenfion  for  their  own  perfons,  they  had, 
mature  deliberation,  thought  proper  to  retire. 
Thus  a dangerous  ferment  was  excited  by  the  King’s 
efpoufing  the  caufe  of-fpiritual  infolence  and  op- 
preffion  againil  the  general  voice  of  his  people,  and 
the  plaineft  dictates  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe. 

§ XXXIV.  The  property  of  Eaft  Friefcland 
continued  ftill  to  be  the  fource  of  contention  be- 
tween the  Electors  of  Brandenburgh  and  Hanover. 
The  interefls  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  being  power- 
fully fupported  by  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  the  minif- 
ter  of  that  power  at  the  diet  propofed  that  the  af- 
fair fhould  be  taken  into  immediate  confideration. 
He  was  feconded  by  the  minifter  of  Brunfwick; 
but  the  envoy  from  Brandenburgh,  having  protefted 
in  form  againfl:  this  procedure,  withdrew  from  the 
aflfembly,  and  the  Brunfwick  minifter  made  a coun- 
ter proteftation,  after  which  he  alfo  retired.  Then 
a motion  being  made,  that  this  difpute  fhould  be 
referred  to  the  decifton  of  the  Aulick  council  at 
Vienna,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a ma- 
jority of  fourteen  voices.  His  Pruffian  Majefty’s 
final  declaration  with  regard  to  this  affair  was  after- 
wards prefented  to  the  diet,  and  anfwered  in  the  fe- 
quel  by  a memorial  from  his  Britannick  Majefty  as 
Eiedtor  of  Elanover.  Some  other  petty  difputes 
iikewife  happened  between  the  regency  of  Hanover 
and  the  city  of  Munfteri  and  the  former  claiming 
fome  bailiwicks  in  the  territories  of  Bremen,  fequel- 
tered  certain  revenues  belonging  to  this  city,  in  Stade 
and  Ferden,  till  thefe  claims  fliould  be  fatisfied. 

§ XXXV.  The  court  of  Vienna  having  dropped 
for  the  prefent  the  fcheme  for  electing  a King  of  the 
Romans,  concluded  a very  extraordinary  treaty  with 
the  Duke  of  Modena,  ftipulating,  that  his  ferene 
highnefs  fhould  be  appointed  perpetual  governor  of 
the  duchy  of  Milan,  with  a Hilary  of  ninety  thou- 
fand  florins,  on  condition  that  he  fhould  maintain  a 
body  of  four  thoufand  men,  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  Emprefs-Queens  that  her  Imperial  Majefty 
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flionld  have  a right  to  place  garrifons  in  the  citadels ' 
of  Mirandola  and  Reggio,  as  well  as  in  the  caftle 
of  Mafla-Carrara  : that  the  Archduke  Peter  Leo- 
pold, third  fon  of  their  Imperial  Majefties,  fhould 
cfpoufe  the  daughter  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Modena,  by  the  heirefs  of  Mafla-Carrara;  and  in 
eafe  of  her  dying  without  heirs  male,  the  eftates 
of  that  houfe  and  the  duchy  of  Mirandola  fliouid 
devolve  to  the  Archduke;  but  in  cafe  of  her  having 
male  ifllie,  that  flie  fhould  enjoy  the  principality  of 
Fermia,  and  other  pofleflions  in  Hungary,  claimed 
by  the  Duke  of  Modena,  for  her  fortune  : finally, 
that  on  the  extindlion  of  the  male  branch  of  the 
houfe  of  Effe,  all  the  dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Mo- 
dena fliould  devolve  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

§ XXXVL  While  the  powers  on  the  continent 
of  Europe  were  thus  employed  in  ftrengthening  their 
refpedive  interefts,  and  concerting  meafures  for 
preventing  any  interruption  of  the  general  tranquil- 
lity, matters  were  fafl:  ripening  to  a frefli  rupture 
between  the  fubjeds  of  Great-Britain  and  France, 
in  different  parts  of  North- America.  We  have  al- 
ready obferved  that  commiflaries  had  been  appoint- 
ed, and  conferences  opened  at  Paris,  to  determine 
the  difputes  between  the  two  crowns,  relating  to 
the  boundaries  of  Nova-Scotia  ; and  we  took  notice 
in  general  of  the  little  arts  of  evafion  pradifed  by 
the  French  commiffaries,  to  darken  and  perplex  the 
difpute,  and  elude  the  pretenfions  of  his  Britannick 
Majefty.  They  perfifted  in  employing  thefe  arts  of 
chicanery  and  cavil  with  fuch  perfeverance,  that  the 
negociation  proved  abortive,  the  conferences  broke 
up,  and  every  thing'  Teemed  to  portend  approaching 
hoftilities.  But,  before  we  proceed  to  a detail  of 
the  incidents  which  were  the  immediate  forerunners 
of  the  war,  we  will  endeavour  to  convey  a juft  idea 
of  the  difpute  concerning  Nova-Scotia;  which, 
we  apprehend,  is  but  imperfedly  underftood, 
though  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  intereft  of 
Great-Britain,  § XXXVIJ. 
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BOOK  § XXXVII.  Nova-Scotia,  called  by  the  French 
Acadia,  lies  between  the  forty-fourth  and  fiftieth 
degree  of  north  latitude,  having  New-England  and 
the  Atlantick  ocean  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft, 
and  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the  north  and  north- 
eaft.  The  winter,  which  continues  near  feven 
months  in  this  country,  is  intenfely  cold  i and  with- 
out the  intervention  of  any  thing  that  can  be  called 
fpring,  it  is  immediately  fucceeded  by  a fummer, 
the  heat  of  which  is  airnoft;  infjpportable,  but  of 
" no  long  continuance.  The  foil  in  general  is  thin 
and  barren,  though  fome  parts  of  it  are  faid  to  be 
equal  to  the  beft  land  in  England.  The  whole 
country  is  covered  with  a perpetual  fog,  even  after 
the  fummer  has  commenced.  It  was  firft  poffeffed  by 
the  French,  before  they  made  any  efcablifhment  in 
Canada ; who,  by  dint  of  induflry  and  indefatiga- 
' ble  perfeverance,  in  flruggling  with  the  many  diffi- 
culties they  neceflarily  laboured  under  in  the  infancy 
of  this  fettlement,  fubfifced  tolerably  welh  and  in- 
creafed  confiderably,  with  very  little  affiftance  from 
Europe : whilft  we,  even  now,  fhould  lofe  the  immenfe 
expence  we  have  already  been  at  to  fettle  a colony 
there,  and  fhould  fee  all  our  endeavours  to  that  end 
defeated,  if  the  fupport  of  the  royal  hand  was  with- 
drawn but-  for  a moment.  This  country,  by  the 
pofTefTion  of  which  an  enemy  would  be  enabled 
greatly  to  annoy  all  our  other  colonies,  and,  if  in 
' the  hands  of  the  French,  would  be  of  fingular  fer- 
vice  both  to  their  fifliery  and  their  fugar  illands,  has 
frequently  changed  hands  from  the  French  to  the 
Englifli,  and  from  the  Englifli  back  again  to  the 
French,  till  our  right  to  it  was  finally  fettled  by  the 
twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  all 
the  country  included  within  the  ancient  limits  of 
what  was  called  Nova-Scotia  or  Acadia,  was  ceded 
to  the  Engliih.  This  article  was  confirmed  by  the 
treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle:  but,  for  want  of  afcer- 
taining  diflindtly  what  w^ere  the  bounds  intended  to 

4 be 
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be  fixed  by  the  two  nations  with  ’ refpe(5t  to  this  CHAP, 
province,  difputes  arofe,  and  commifiaries,  as  we 
have  obferved,  were  appointed  by  both  fides,  to 
adjuft  the  litigation. 

1 § XXXVIll.  The  commifTaries  of  the  King  of 

I Great-Britain  conformed  themfelves  to  the  rule  laid 
I down  by  the  treaty  itfelf,  and-affigned  thofe  as  the 
: ancient  limits  of  this  country  which  had  always 

I palled  as  fuch,  from  the  very  earlieft  time  of  any 
) certainty,  down  to  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty ; 

\ which  the  two  crowns  had  frequently  declared  to  be 
1 fuch,  and  which  the  French  had  often  admitted  and 
1 allowed.  Thefe  limits  are,  the  fouthern  bank  of 
a the  river  St,  Lawrence  to  the  north,  and  Pentagoet 
j to  the  weft ; the  country  fituated  between  thefe 
boundaries  is  that  which  the  French  received  by  the 
I treaty  of  St.  Germain’s,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
^ fix  hundred  and  thirty-two,  under  the  general  name 
jj  of  Acadia.  Of  this  country,  thus  limited,  they 
^ continued  in  poftefiion  from  that  period  to  the  year 
g one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty  four,  when  a 
defcent  was  made  upon  it,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Sedgwick.  That  thefe  were  then  the  un- 
difputed  limits  of  Acadia,  his  Britannick  Majefty’s 
’ commiftaries  plainly  proved,  by  a letter  of  Louis 
XIII.  to  the  Sieurs  Charnifay  and  La  Tour,  regu- 
lating  their  jurifdidtions  in  Acadia  j by  the  fubfe- 
quent  commiflions  of  the  French  King  to  the  fame 
■ perfons,  as  governours  of  Acadia,  in  the  fequel; 

and  by  that  which  was  afterwards  granted  to  the 
f Sieur  Denys,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
\ and  fifty  four  j all  of  which  extend  the  bounds  of  this 
1 country  from  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  Pentagoet 
I and  New-England.  That  thefe  were  the  notions  of 

* the  French  with  refped  to  the  ancient  limits  of  this 
province  was  further  confirmed  by  the  demand  made 

^ by  their  ambaftador,  in  the  courfe  of  that  fame  year, 

* for  the  reftitution  of  the  forts  Pentagoet,  St.  John’s, 
and  Port-Pvoyal,  as  forts  fituated  in  Acadia.  In 

^ i the  vear  one  thouLnd  fix  hundred  and  fixty-two. 

Is  upon 
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upon  the  revival  of  the  claim  of  France  to  the  country 
of  Acadia,  which  had  been  left  undecided  by  the 
treaty  of  Weftminfter,  the  French  ambalfador,  then 
at  the  court  of  London,  affigned  Pentagoet  as  the 
vveftern,  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence  as  the  northern 
boundary  of  that  country  ; and  alledged  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  Acadia  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  and  the  pofTefTion  taken  by  France 
in  confeouence  thereof,  as  well  as  the  continuation 
of  that  polfeffion,  with  the  fame  limits,  to  the  year 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty- four,  as  proofs  of 
tire  equity  and  validity  of  the  claim  he  then  made: 
in  which  claim,  and  in  the  manner  of  fupporting  it, 
he  was  particularly  approved  of  by  the  court  of 
France.  The  fame  court  afterwards  thought  it  fo 
clear,  upon  former  determinations,  and  her  own 
former  pofTeffions,  that  the  true  ancient  boundaries 
of  Acadia  were  Pentagoet  to  the  weft,  and  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  to  the  north,  that  fhe  defired  no  fpe- 
cification  of  limits  in  the  treaty  of  Breda,  but  was 
contented  with  the  reftitution  of  Acadia,  generally 
named:  and,  upon  a difpute  which  arofe  in  the 
execution  of  this  treaty,  France  re-aflerted,  and 
Great-Britain,  after  fome  difcuftion,  agreed  to  the 
above-mentioned  limits  of  Acadia;  and  France 
obtained  pofteffion  of  that  country,  fo  bounded, 
under  the  treaty  of  Breda.  The  fenfe  of  France 
upon  this  fubjedt,  in  the  years  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eighty- five,  and  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eighty-feven,  was  alfo  clearly  mani- 
fefted,  in  the  memorials  delivered  at  that  time  by 
the  French  Ambaflador  at  the  court  of  London, 
complaining  of  fome  encroachments  made  by  the 
Engiifh  upon  the  coaft  of  Acadia  : he  defcribed  the 
country  as  extending  from  ifie  Per^ee,  which  lies  at 
the  enterance  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  to  St, 
George’s  ifiand:  and  again,  in  a fubfequcnt  com- 
plaint, made  by  Monf.  Barillon  and  Monf.  de 
Bonrepaus  to  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  againft 
the  judge  of  Pemaquid,  for  having  feized  the  effefts 
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of  a French  merchant  at  Pentagoet,  which,  fald 
they,  was  fituated  in  Acadia,  as  reflored  to  France 
by  , the  treaty  of  Breda.  To  explain  the  fenfe  of 
France,  touching  the  bounds  of  Acadia  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred,  the  Britifli  comrniffa- 
ries  produced  a propofal  of  the  French  ambaffador, 
then  refiding  in  Great-Britain,  to  rcftrain  the  limits 
of  that  country  to  the  river  St.  George.  They  alfo 
inftanced  the^  furrender  of  Port-Royal  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ten,  in  which 
Acadia  is  defcribed  with  the  fame  limits  with  which 
France  had  received  it  in  the  years  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  one  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  fixty-feven.  And  further  to  afcertain  the 
fenfe  of  both  crowns,  even  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
itfelf,  they  produced  the  Queen  of  Great-Biitain’s 
inftrudions  to  her  ambaifadors  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  eleven,  in  which  they  w'ere 
directed  to  infill,  “ That  his  Moll  Chrillian  Ma- 
jelly  Hiould  quit  all  claim  or  title,  by  virtue  of 
“ any  former  treaty,  or  otherwife,  to  the  country 
called  Nova-Scotia,  and  exprefsly  to  Port-Royal, 
otherwife  Annapolis-Royal.”  To  thefe  they 
added  a manifeft  demonftration,  founded  on  indif- 
putable  facts,  proving  that  the  recital  of  the  feveral 
forts  of  right  which  France  had  ever  pretended  to 
this  country,  and  the  fpecification  of  both  terms, 
Acadia  or  Nova-Scotia,  were  intended  by  Great- 
Britain  to  obviate  all  doubts  w'hich  had  ever  been 
made  concerning  the  limits  of  Acadia,  and  to  com- 
prehend with  more  certainty  all  that  country  which 
France  had  ever  received  as  fuch  : finally,  to  fpecify 
what  France  confidered  as  Acadia,  during  the  treaty, 
they  referred  to  the  offers  of  that  crown  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twelve,  in  which 
ihe  propofed  to  rellrain  the  boundary  of  Acadia  to 
the  river  St.  George,  as  a depaiture  from  its  real 
boundary,  in  cafe  Great-Britain  would  rellore  to  her 
the  polfelTion  of  that  country.  From  ail  thefe  fads 
VoL.  III.  B b it 


369 

H A P. 
II. 


I753‘ 


37^  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  it  plainly  appears,  that  Great-Britain  demanded 

^ ^ nothing  but  what  the  fair  conftru£l:ion  of  the  words 

of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  neceflarily  implies  j and 
that  it  is  impoffible  for  any  thing  ta  have  more 
evident  marks  of  candour  and  fairnefs  in  it,  than 
the  demand  of  the  Englilh  on  this  occafion.  From 
the  variety  of  evidence  brought  in  fupport  of  this 
claim,  it  evidently  refults,  that  the  Englifh  com- 
rniffarics  alTigned  no  limits  as  the  ancient  limits  of 
Acadia,  but  thofe  which  FYance  herfelf  determined 
to  be  fuch  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
thirty-two  ; and  which  fhe  pofTefled,  in  confequence 
of  that  determination,  till  the  year  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fifty-four;  that  in  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fixty-two  France  claimed,  and  received 
in  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-nine,  the 
country  which  Great-Britain  now  claims  as  Acadia, 
reftored  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Breda  under  that 
general  denomination:  That  France  never  confi- 
dered  Acadia,  as  having  any  other  limits  than  thofe 
which  were  afiigned  to  it  from  the  year  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  thirty-two,  to  the  year  one  thoufand 
fcven  hundred  and  ten ; and  that,  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  fhe  engaged  to  transfer  that  very  fame 
country  as  Acadia,  which  France  has  always  aflerted 
and  poffelfed,  and  Great-Britain  now  claims,  as  fuch. 
Should  the  crown  of  France,  therefore,  be  ever 
willing  to  decide  what  are  the  ancient  limits  of 
Acadia,  by  her  own  declarations  fo  frequently  made 
in  like  difeuffions  upon  the  fame  point,  by  her 
polTelfions  of  this  country  for  almofi:  a century,  and 
by  her  defeription  of  Acadia,  during  the  negociation 
of  that  very  treaty  upon  which  this  doubt  is  raifed, 
fhe  cannot  but  admit  the  claim  of  Great-Britain  to 
be  conformable  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  to  the 
defeription  of  the  country  transferred  to  Great- 
Britain  by  the  twelfth  article  of  that  treaty.  There 
is  a confiftency  in  the  claim  of  the  Englifli,  and  a 
completenefs  in  the  evidence  brought  in  fupport  of 

it. 
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it,  which  is  feldom  feen  in  difcuffions  of  this  fortjCHAP, 
for  it  rarely  happens)  in  difputes  of  fuch  a nature  ^ 
between  two  crowns,  that  either  of  them  can  fafely 
offer  to  have  its  pretenfions  decided  by  the  known 
and  repeated  declarations,  or  the  pofTeffions  of  the 
other.  To  anfwer  the  force  of  this  detail  of  con- 
clufive  hiftorical  fadls,  and  to  give  a new  turn  to 
the  real  queftion  in  difpute,  the  French  commiffaries, 
in  their  memorial,  laid  it  down  as  a diftindion 
made  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  that  the  ancient 
limits  of  Acadia,  referred  to  by  that  treaty,  are 
different  from  any  with  which  that  country  may 
have  paffed  under  the  treaties  of  St.  Germains  and 
Breda;  and  then  endeavoured  to  fhow,  upon  the 
teftimonies  of  maps  and  hiftorians,  that  Acadia  and 
its  limits  were  anciently  confined  to  the  fouth-eaftern 
part  of  the  peninfula.  In  fupport  of  this  fyflem, 
the  French  commiffaries  had  recourfe  to  ancient 
maps  and  hiftorians,  who,  as  they  afferted,  had 
ever  confined  Acadia  to  the  limits  they  affigned. 

They  alledged,  that  thofe  commiffions  of  the 
French  government  over  Acadia,  which  the  Englifti 
cited  as  evidences  of  the  limits  they  claimed,  were 
given  as  commiffions  over  Acadia  and  the  country 
I around  it,  and  not  over  Acadia  only : that  the  whole 
' of  the  country  claimed  by  the  Englifti  as  Acadia, 
could  not  poflibly  be  fuppofed  ever  to  be  confidered 
as  fuch,  becaufe  many  parts  of  that  territory  always  ' 

' did,  and  ftill  do,  preferve  particular  and  diftin6t 

^ names.  They  affirmed  New  France  to  be  a province 

in  itfelf ; and  argued,  that  many  parts  of  wffiat  we 
t claim  as  Acadia  can  never  have  been  in  Acadia, 

‘ becaufe  hiftorians  and  the  French  commiffions  of 
5 government  exprefsly  place  them  in  New  France. 

They  afferted,  that  no  evidence  can  be  drawn  of 
I the  opinion  of  any  crown,  with  refpeft  to  the  limits 
of  any  country,  from  its  declaration  during  the  ne- 
gociationofa  treaty;  and,  in  the  end,  relying  upon 
) maps  and  hiftorians  for  the  ancient  limits  of  Acadia, 
j B b 2 they 
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BOOK  they  pretended  that  the  exprefs  reftltution  of  St. 

, Germain's,  and  the  pofleffion  taken  by  France  in 
confequence  of  the  treaty  of  Breda,  after  a long 
difcuflion  of  the  limits,  and  the  declaration  of  France 
during  the  negociation  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
were  foreign  to  the  point  in  qiieftion.  In  refutation 
of  thefe  iriaxiiTiS,  the  Englifh  commiilaries  proved, 
from  an  examination  of  the  maps  and  hiftorians  cited 
by  the  French  in  fnpport  of  their  fyflem,  that  if  this 
queilion  was  to  be  decided,  upon  the  authorities 
which  they  themfelves  allowed  to  belong,  and  to  be 
applicable  to  this  difcuffion,  the  limits  which  they 
aligned  v/ ere  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  bell  maps 
of  ail  countries,  which  arc  authorities  in  point  for 
almoft  every  part  of  the  claim  of  Great-Britain. 
7'hey  fliowed,  that  the  French  hiftorians  Champlain 
and  Denys,  and  particularly  this  laft,  vdth  his  com- 
mdlTion  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fifty-five,  affigned  the  fame  northern  and  weftern 
limits  to  Acadia  which  they  did;  and  that  Efcarbot, 
another  of  their  hiftorians,  as  far  as  any  evidence 
can  be  drawn  from  his  writings,  agrees  entirely  with 
the  former  , two.  They  obferved,  that  all  thefe 
evidences  fall  in  with  and  confirm  the  better  autho- 
rities of  treaties,  and  the  feveral  tranfadlions  between 
the  two  crowns  for  near  a century  paft;  and  that 
the  French  commiftaries,  by  deviating  from  treaties, 
and  the  late  proceedings  of  the  two  crowns,  to  an- 
cient » hiftorians  and  maps,  only  made  a tranfition 
from  an  authentick  to  an  infufficient  fort  of  evidence; 
and  led  the  Englifh  commiftaries  into  an  enquiiE 
which  proved,  that  both  the  proper  and  improper; 
the  regular  and  the  foreign  evidence,  upon  which 
this  matter  had  been  refted,  equally  confuted  the 
limits  alledged  by  the  French  commiftfaries  as  tlifi 
ancient  limits  of  Acadia. 
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§ I.  Amhitlous  Jch ernes  of  the  French  in  North- Atnerica. 
§ II.  Rife  and  conduEl  of  the  Ohio  Company. 
§ III.  Letter  from  the  governor  of  Virginia  to  the 
French  commander  at  Rivicre-au-Beuf.  § IV.  Per- 
fidious practices  of  the  French  in  Nova-Scotia.  § V. 
Major  Laurence  defeats  the  French  neutrals.  § VI. 
Britifi  Amhajfador  at  Paris  amifed  with  general  pro - 
mifes.  § VII.  Ssffion  opened.  § VIII.  Supplies 
granted.  § IX.  Repeal  of  the  aSi  for  naturalizing 
Jews.  § X.  Motion  for  repealing  a former  ahi  fa- 
vourable to  the  Jews.  § XI.  Eajl- India  mutiny - 

bill.  % XII.  Cafe  of  Le . § XIII.  Sejfion 

clofed.  § XIV.  Death  of  Mr.  Pelham.  Change  in 
the  miniftry.  § XV.  New  Parliament  ajfemhled  and. 
prorogued.  § XVI.  Difputes  in  the  Irijh  Parlia- 
ment. § XVII.  Franfactions  in  the  Eajl -Indies. 
§ XVin.  Account  of  the  Englifh  fettlements  on  the 
Malabar  and  Coromandel  coajis.  § XIX.  Difpiite 
about  the  government  of  Arc ot.  § XX.  Mahoymned 
Ali  Khan  fupported  by  the  Englijh.  ■ § XXI.  Mr. 
Clive  takes  Arcot.  % XXII.  And  defeats  the  ene- 
my in  the  plains  of  Arani,  and  at  Koveripauk. 
§ XXIII.  He  reduces  three  forts ^ and  takes  M. 
d'ylnteuil.  § XXIV.  Chunda  Saib  taken  aytd  put 
to  deaths  and  his  army  routed.  § XXV.  Conven- 
tion between  the  Eajl -India  Coynpanies  of  England 
and  France.  § XXVI.  Geyteral  view  of  the  Britif? 
colonies  hi  North-America.  § XXVII.  New-Eyig- 
land  amd  New-Tork.  § XXVIII.  New-Jerfey. 
§ XXIX.  Peymfylvania.  § XXX.  Maryland, 
XXXI.  Virghiia.  § XXXII.  Fhe  two  Caro- 
linas.  § XXXIil.  Georgia.  § XXXIV.  Fhe 
French  fuyprize  Logs-I'own^  on  the  Ohio.  \ XXXV, 
Conference  with  the  Indians  at  Albany.  XXXVI. 
Colonel  V/afioington  defeated  and  taken  by  the  French 
on  the  Ohio.  § XXXVII.  Divifions  among  the  Bri- 

B b 3 tifi 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

tijh  colonies,  § XXXVIIL  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Hejfe-Cajfel  frofejfes  the  Roman  Catholick  religion, 

§ XXXIX.  Parliament  of  Paris  recalled  from  exile, 

§ XL.  Affairs  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  § XLI. 
Seffion  opened.  § XLI  I.  Supplies  granted,  XLIII. 
Bill  in  behalf  of  Chelfea  penfioners.  § XLIV.  Ox~ 
fordjhire  elehion.  % XLV.  Meff age  froin  the  King 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  § XL VI.  Court  of  Vei'- 
failles  amufes  the  Englifo  minijlry.  § XLV II.  Sef 
fion  clofcd, 

§1.  Vy'HILE  the  Bridfli  mlniftry  depended 
^ ^ upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  conferences  be- 
tween the  CommilTaries  of  the  two  Crowns  at  Paris, 
the  French  were  adlually  employed  in  executing  their 
plans  of  encroachment  upon  the  Britifh  colonies  in 
North-America.  Their  fcheme  was  to  engrofs  the 
whole  fur-trade  of  that  continent ; and  they  had  al- 
ready made  great  progrefs  in  extending  a chain  of 
forts,  connecting  their  fettlements  on  the  river  Mif- 
filTippi  with  their  polTeffions  in  Canada,  along  the 
great  lakes  of  Erie  and  Ontario,  which  lafh  ififues  into 
the  river  St.  Lawrence.  By  thefe  means  they  hoped 
to  exclude  the  Engliih  from  all  communication  and 
traffick  with  the  Indian  nations,  even  thofe  that  lay 
contiguous  to  the  Britifh  fettlemxents,  and  confine 
them  within  a line  of  their  drawing,  beyond  which 
they  fhould  neither  extend  their  trade  nor  planta- 
tions. Their  commercial  fpirit  did  not  keep  pace 
with  the  gigantick  ftrides  of  their  ambition : they 
could  not  fupply  all  thofe  Indians  wdth  the  necelTa- 
ries  they  wanted,  fo  that  many  of  the  natives  had 
recourfe  to  the  EngliiE  fettlements;  and  this  com- 
merce produced  a connexion,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  Britifn  adventurers  ventured  to  travel  vvith 
merchandize  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  river  Ohio, 
that  runs  into  the  MilTiffippi,  a great  way  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Apalachian  mountains,  beyond 
which  none  of  our  colonills  had  ev'er  attempted  to 
3 penetrate. 
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penetrate.  The  tra6t  of  country  lying  along  the  chap. 
Ohio  is  fo  fertile,  pleafant,  and  inviting,  and  the  ^ . 

Indians,  called  Twightees,  who  inhabit  thofe  delight-  ,7^^. 
ful  plains,  were  fo  well  difpofed  towards  a clofe  al- 
liance with  the  Englifh,  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixteen,  Mr.  Spotf- 
wood,  governor  of  Virginia,  propofed  a plan  for 
ere6ling  a company  to  fettle  fuch  lands  upon  this 
river  as  fhould  be  ceded  to  them  by  treaty  with  the 
natives ; but  the  defign  was  at  that  time  fruftrated, 
partly  by  the  indolence  and  timidity  of  the  Britilh 
miniftry,  who  were  afraid  of  giving  umbrage  to  the 
French,  and  partly  by  the  jealoufies  and  divifions 
fubfifting  between  the  different  colonies  of  Great- 
Britain.  The  very  fame  circumftances  encouraged 
'the  French  to  proceed  in  their  proje(3:  of  invafion. 

At  length,  they  penetrated  from  the  banks  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  acrofs  lake  Champlain,  and 
upon  the  territory  of  New-York  built  with  im- 
punity, and,  indeed,  without  oppofition,  the  fort 
of  Crown -Point,  the  moft  infolent  and  dangerous 
encroachment  that  they  had  hitherto  carried  into 
execution. 

§ II.  Governor  Spotfwood’s  fcheme  for  an  Ohio 
company  was  revived  immediately  after  the  peace 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  when  certain  merchants  of  Lon- 
don, who  traded  to  Maryland  and  Virginia,  peti- 
tioned the  government  on  this  fubjeft,  and  were  in- 
dulged not  only  with  a grant  of  a great  tra(S:  of 
ground  to  the  fouthward  of  Pcnnfylvania,  which  they 
promifed  to  fettle,  but  alfo  with  an  exclufive  privi- 
lege of  trading  with  the  Indians  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Ohio.  This  defign  no  fooner  tranfpired, 
than  the  French  governor  of  Canada  took  the  alarm, 
and  wrote  letters  to  the  governors  of  New-York  and 
Pcnnfylvania,  giving  them  to  underfland,  that  as  the 
Englifh  inland  traders  had  encroached  on  the  French 
territories  and  privileges,  by  trading  with  the  Indians 
under  the  protection  of  his  Sovereign,  he  would 
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BOOK  felze  them  wherever  they  could  be  found,  if  they  did 
not  immediately  defift  from  that  illicit  pradtice.  No 
1753-  regard  being  paid  to  this  intimation,  he  next  year 
caufed  three  Britifh  traders  to  be  arrefied.  Their 
effeTs  were  confifcated,  and  they  themfelves  con- 
veyed to  Quebeck,  from  whence  they  were  fent  pri- 
foners  to  Rochelle  in  France,  and  there  detained  in 
confinement.  In  this  fituation  they  prefented  are^ 
monftrance  to  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  at  that  time 
Englifh  Ambaflador  in  Paris,  and  he  claiming  them 
as  Britifh  fubjecls,  they  were  fet  at  liberty.  Al- 
though, in  anfwer  to  his  Lordfliip’s  memorial,  the 
Court  of  Verfailles  promifed  to  tranfmit  orders  to 
the  French  governors  in  America  to  ufe  all  their  en- 
deavours for  preventing  any  difputes,  that  might 
have  a tendency  to  alter  the  good  correfpondence 
eftablifhed  between  the  two  nations ; in  all  probabi- 
lity the  diredions  given  were  feemingly  the  very 
reverfe  of  thefe  profeffions,  for  the  French  com- 
manders, partifans,  and  agents  in  America,  took 
every  ftep  their  buiy  genius  could  fuggefl:,  to 
Rrengthen  their  own  power,  and  weaken  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Engliflr,  by  embroiling  them  with  the 
Indian  nations.  This  talk  they  found  the  more 
eafy,  as  the  natives  had  taken  offence  againll  the 
Englifh,  when  they  undei  Rood  that  their  lands  were 
given  away  without  their  knowledge,  and  that  there 

^ was  a defign  to  build  forts  in  their  country,  with- 

out their  confent  and  concurrence.  Indeed  the  per- 
fon  whom  the  new  Company  employed  to  furvey  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio  concealed  his  defign  fo  carefully, 
and  behaved  in  other  refpeds  in  fuch  a dark  myfte- 
rious  manner,  as  could  not  fail  to  aroufe  the  jealoufy 
of  a people  naturally  inquifitive,  and  very  much  ad- 
dicted to  fufpicion.  Flow  the  Company  propofed 
to  fettle  this  acqiiifition  in  defpite  of  the  native  pol- 
feffors  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  and  it  is  Rill  more 
unaccountable  that  they  fhould  have  negledted  the 
natives,  whofe  confent  and  affiRance  they  might  have 

procured 
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procured  at  a very  fmall  expence.  Inftead  of  a6l-  chap. 
ing  fuch  a fair,  open,  and  honourable  part,  they  fent  ^ 

a Mr.  Gift  to  make  a clandeftine  furvey  of  the  coun-  ,7^3. 
try,  as  far  as  the  falls  of  the  river  Ohio;  and,  as 
we  have  obferved  above,  his  conduct  alarmed  both 
the  French  and  Indians.  The  ere6tion  of  this  com- 
pany was  equally  difagreeable  to  the  feparate  traders 
of  Virginia  and  Pennlylvania,  who  faw  thenftelves  on 
the  eve  of  being  deprived  of  a valuable  branch  of 
traffick,  by  the  exclufive  charter  of  a monopoly ; and 
therefore  they  employed  their  emiftaries  to  foment 
the  jealoufy  of  the  Indians. 

§ III.  The  French  having  in  a manner  com- 
menced hoftilities  againft  the  Englifh,  and  aftually 
built  forts  on  the  territories  of  the  Britifli  allies  at 
Niagara,  and  on  the  lake  Erie,  Mr.  Flamilton,  go- 
vernor of  Penfylvania,  communicated  this  intelli- 
gence to  the  Aflembly  of  the  province,  and  repre- 
fented  the  neceftity  of  ere61:ing  truck-houfes,  or 
places  of  ftrength  and  fecurity,  on  the  river  Ohio,  to 
which  the  traders  might  retire  in  cafe  of  infult  or 
moleftation.  The  propofal  was  approved,  and 
money  granted  for  the  purpofe ; but  the  Aflembly 
could  not  agree  about  the  manner  in  which  they 
ihould  be  ere6ted  ; and  in  the  mean  time  the  French 
fortified  themfelves  at  leifure,  and  continued  to  har- 
rafs  the  traders  belonging  to  the  Britifli  fettlements. 
Repeated  complaints  of  thefe  encroachments  and 
depredations  being  reprefented  to  Mr.  Dinwiddie, 
governor  of  Virginia,  he,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
this  very  year,  lent  Major  Wafliington  with  a letter 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  a fort  which  the  French 
had  built  on  the  Riviere-au-Beuf,  which  falls  into 
the  Ohio,  not  far  from  the  lake  Erie.  In  this  letter 
Mr.  Dinwiddie  expreflfed  his  furprize  that  the  French 
ffiould  build  forts  and  make  fettlements  on  the  river 
Ohio,  in  the  weftern  part  of  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
belongino;  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain.  He  com- 
plained  of  thefe  encroachments,  as  well  as  of  the  in- 
juries done  to  the  fubjeds  of  Great-Britain,  in  open 

violation 


37* 


III. 


J753- 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

> 

BOOK  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the  treaties 
a6lually  fubfifling  between  the  two  Crowns.  He  de- 
fired  to  know  by  whofe  authority  and  inftrudlions  his 
Britannick  Majefty’s  territories  had  been  invaded; 
and  required  him  to  depart  in  peace,  without  further 
profecuting  a plan  which  muft  interrupt  the  har- 
mony and  good  underftanding  which  his  Majefty  was 
defirous  to  continue  and  cultivate  with  the  Molt 
Chriftian  King.  To  this  fpirited  intimation  the 
officer  replied.  That  it  was  not  his  province  to  fpe- 
cify  the  evidence,  and  demonftrate  the  right  of  the 
King  his  mailer  to  the  lands  fituated  on  the  river 
Ohio ; but  he  would  tranfmit  the  letter  to  the  Mar- 
quis du  Quefne,  and  a6l  according  to  the  anfwer  he 
Ihould  receive  from  that  nobleman.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  faid  he  did  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to 
obey  thefummons  of  the  Englifh  governor  ^ that  he 
commanded  the  fort  by  virtue  of  an  order  from  his 
General,  to  which  he  was  determined  to  conform 
with  ail  the  precifion  and  refolution  of  a good  officer. 
Mr.  Dinwiddle  expedled  no  other  reply,  and  there- 
fore had  projedted  a fort  to  be  eredled  near  the  forks 
of  the  river.  The  province  undertook  to  defray 
the  expence,  and  the  llores  for  that  purpofe  were 
already  provided ; but,  by  fome  fatal  overfight,  the 
concurrence  of  the  Indians  was  neither  obtained  nor 
follicited,  and,  therefore,  they  looked  upon  this  mea- 
fure  with  an  evil  eye,  as  a manifeft  invafion  of  their 
property. 

§ IV.  While  the  French  thus  indullrioufly  ex- 
tended their  Encroachments  to  the  fouthward,  they 
were  not  idle  in  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  but  feized 
every  opportunity  of  dillreffing  the  Engliffi  fettle- 
ment  of  Nova-Scotia.  We  have  already  obferved, 
that  the  town  of  Halifax  was  no  fooner  built,  than 
they  fpirited  up  the  Indians  of  that  neighbourhood 
to  commit  hollilities  againft  the  inhabitants,  fome 
of  whom  they  murdered,  and  others  they  carried 
prifoners  to  Louilbourg,  where  they  fold  them  for 
arms  and  ammunition,  the  French  pretending  that 

they 
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they  maintained  this  traffick  from  motives  of  pure  c 
compafllon,  in  order  to  prevent  the  maflacre  of  the 
Englifh  captives,  whom,  however,  they  did  not  fet 
at  liberty  without  exa6ling  an  exorbitant  ranfom.  As 
thefe  fculking  parties  of  Indians  were  generally  di- 
re6led  and  headed  by  French  commanders,  repeated 
complaints  were  made  to  the  governor  of  Louif- 
bourg,  who  ftill  anfwered,  that  his  jurifdi6lion  did 
not  extend  over  the  Indians,  and  that  their  French 
condu6i;ors  were  chofen  from  the  inhabitants  of  An- 
napolis, who  thought  proper  to  remain  in  that  coun- 
try after  it  was  ceded  to  the  Englifh,  and  were,  in 
fa£V,  the  fubje61;s  of  Great-Britain.  Even  while  the 
conferences  were  carried  on  for  afcertaining  the  limits 
of  Nova-Scotia  the  governor  of  Canada  detached 
M.  La  Come,  with  fome  regular  troops,  and  a body 
of  militia,  to  fortify  a poft  on  the  bay  of  Chigne61:o, 
on  pretence  that  this  and  a great  part  of  the  penin- 
fula  belonged. to  his  government.  The  pofTeflion 
of  this  poft  not  only  fecured  to  the  Indians  of  the 
continent  a free  entrance  into  the  peninfula,  and  a 
fafe  retreat  in  cafe  of  purfuit;  but  alfo  encouraged 
the  French  inhabitants  of  Annapolis  to  rife  in  open 
rebellion  againft  the  Englifli  government. 

§ V.  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty.  General  Cornwallis,  governor  of 
Flalifax,  detached  Major  Laurence  with  a few  men 
to  reduce  them  to  obedience.  At  his  approach  they 
burned  their  town  to  afties,  forfook  their  polfelTions, 
and  threw  themfelves  under  the  prote61:ion  of  M.  La 
Come,  who,  thus  reinforced,  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  well  provided  with 
arms  and  ammunition.  Major  Laurence  being 
unable  to  cope  with  him  in  the  field,  demanded  an 
interview,  at  which  he  defired  to  know  for  what 
caufe  the  French  inhabitants  of  Nova-Scotia  had 
fliaken  off  their  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  violated  the  neutrality  which  they  had 
hithe.j-to  affeded  to  profefs.  The  French  officer, 

without 
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BOOK  without  pretending  to  account  for  their  behaviour. 

^ ^ gave  him  to  undeiiland  in  general  terms,  that  he  had 

' 17^3,  orders  to  defend  his  pod,  and  thefe  orders  he  was 
determined  to  obey.  The  Englidi  IVlajor  finding 
himfelf  too  weak  to  attack  their  united  force,  and 
having  no  orders  to  commit  hoftilities  againft  any 
but  the  Indians  and  their  open  abettors,  returned  to 
Halifax,  without  having  been  able  to  fulfil  the  pur- 
pofe  of  his  expedition.  Immediately  after  his  re- 
treat, the  French  neutrals  (fo  they  were  called)  re- 
turned to  the  habitations  which  they  had  abandoned; 
and,  in  conjundtion  with  the  Indians,  renewed  their 
depredations  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Halifax  and  its 
dependent  fettle  me  nts.  The  Englifii  governor,  juftly 
incenfed  at  thefe  outrages,  and  feeing  they  would 
' neither  fubmit  to  the  Englifii  government  them- 
felves,  nor  allow  others  to  enjoy  it  with  tranquillity, 
refolved  to  expel  them  efiedlually  from  the  country 
they  fo  ill  deferved  to  pofiefs.  Major  Laurence  was 
again  detached  with  a thoufand  men,  tranfported  by 
fea  to  Chignedto,  where  he  found  the  French  and 
Indians  entrenched.  An  order  to  difpute  his  landing. 
Notwithftanding  this  oppofition,  he  made  a defcent 
with  a few  companies,  received  and  returned  a fmart 
fire,  and  rufiiing  into  their  entrenchments,  obliged 
them  to  fly  with  the  utmofi:  precipitation,  leaving  a 
confiderable  number  killed  and  wounded  on  the  fpot. 
The  fugitives  faved  themfelves  by  crofling  a river, 
on  the  farther  bank  of  which  La  Come  Rood  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  drawm  up  in  order  to  receive 
them  as  friends  and  dependents.  He  had  by  this 
time  erefted  a fort,  which  he  denominated  Beau  Se- 
jour;  and  now  the  Englifii  built  another  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  river,  which  was  called  after  its 
founder  St.  Laurence.  This  being  provided  with  a 
good  garrifon,  ferved  as  a check  upon  the  French, 
and  in  fome  meafure  reftrained  the  incurfions  of 
their  barbarians.  Not  that  it  effeclually  anfwered 
this  purpofes  for  the  Indians  and  Neutrals  ftill  feized 

every 
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every  opportunity  of  attacking  the  Englifh  in  the  C H A P. 
interior  parts  of  the  peninfula:  In  the  courfe  of  the  f 

fucceeding  year  they  furprized  the  little  town  of  ,753. 
Dartmouth,  on  the  other  fide  of  Halifax  bay,  where 
they  killed  and  fcalped  a great  number  of  people, 
and  carried  off  fome  prifoners.  For  thefe  expedi^ 
tlons  the  French  always  fupplied  them  with  boats, 
canoes,  arms,  and  ammunition;  and  indeed  they 
were  conduced  with  fuch  care  and  fecrefy,  that  it 
' was  almoft  impoiiible  to  prevent  their  fuccefs.  One 
hire  remedy  againft  the  fudden  and  ftolcn  incurfions 
' of  thefe  favages  might  have  been  found  in  the  ufe 
‘ of  ftaunch  hounds,  which  would  <have  run  upon  the 
‘ foot,  detected  the  fculking  parties  of  the  Indians, 

’ and  fruftrated  all  their  ambufeades ; but  this  expe- 
^ * dient,  fo  eafy  and  pradlicable,  was  never  tried,  though 

^ frequently  recommended  in  publick  to  the  attention 
1 of  the  government,  and  the  confideration  of  the 

1 colonifts.  The  Indians  continued  to  plunder  and 

' maffacre  the  Britifli  fubjefts  with  impunity,  and  were 
^ countenanced  by  the  French  government  in  that 
^ country,  who  now  ftrengthened  their  lodgement  on 
i the  neck  of  the  peninfula .with  an  additional  fort, 
c diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Baye-verte  ; and  built 
i a third  at  the  mouth  of  St.  John’s  river,  on  the 
£ north  fide  of  the  bay  of  Fundy. 
ft  § VI.  All  thefe  previous  fteps  to  a rupture  with' 

p England  were  taken  with  great  deliberation,  while 
V the  commiffaries  of  both  nations  were  difputing 
about  the  limits  of  the  very  country  which  they  thus 
“ arrogantly  ufurped ; and  they  proceeded  to  perfedt 
t their  chain  of  forts  to  the  fouthward,  without  paying 
* the  lead  regard  to  the  expofliulations  of  the  Englifh 
; governors,  or  to  a memorial  prefented  atVerfailles 
by  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  the  Britifh  Minifter.  FTe 
I demanded  that  exprefs  orders  fliould  be  lent  to  M. 

: De  la  Jonquiere,  the  commander  for  the  French  in 

» America,  todefifl:  from  violence  againll  the  Britifh  fub- 

= iecls  in  that  country : that  the  fort  of  Niagara  diould 

4 t>€ 


1 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

K be  immediately  rafed : that  the  fubjedls  of  Grcat-Bri- 
tain,  who  had  been  made  prifoners,  fhould  be  fet  at  li- 
berty, and  indemnified  for  the  Ioffes  they  had  fnftained ; 
and  that  the  perfons  who  had  committed  thefe  exceffes 
fhould  be  punifhed  in  an  exemplary  'manner.  True 
it  is,  fix  Englifhmen,  whom  they  had  unjuftly  taken, 
were  immediately  difmiffed  ; and  the  Ambaffador 
amufed  with  general  promifes  of  fending  fuch  in- 
ftrudlions  to  the  French  Governor  in  America,  as 
(hould  anticipate  any  caufe  of  complaint  for  the 
future  : but,  far  from  having  any  intention  to  per- 
form thefe  promifes,  the  Court  of  Verfailles,  with- 
out all  doubt,  exhorted  La  Jonquiere  to  proceed  in 
bringing  its  ambitious  fchemes  to  perfe6lion. 

§ VII.  Every  incident  in  America  feemed  to 
prognofticate  war,  when  the  feffion  of  Parliament 
was  opened  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November}  yet 
his  Majefty,  on  this  occafion,  told  them.  That  the 
events  of  the  year  had  not  made  it  neceffary  for  him 
to  offer  any  thing  in  particular  to  their  confideration, 
relating  to  foreign  affairs.  He  even  declared,  that 
the  continuance  of  the  publick  tranquillity,  and  the 
general  ftate  of  Europe,  remained  upon  the  fame 
footing  as  when  they  laft  parted } and  affured  them 
of  his  fteadinefs  in  pnrfuing  the  molt  effeftual  mea- 
fures  to  preferve  to  his  people  the  bleffings  of  peace. 
He  expreffed  uncommbn  concern,  that  the  horrid 
crimes  of  robbery  and  murder  were  of  late  rather 
increafed  than  diminifhed,  and  earneflly  recom- 
mended this  important  obje61:  to  their  ferious  atten- 
tion. Affeftionate  addreffes  were  prefented  by  both 
Houfes  in  anfwer  to  this  harangue ; and,  what  was 
very  remarkable,  they  were  propofed  and  paffed 
without  queftion  or  debate. 

§ VIll.  The  Commons  continued  the  fame  num- 
ber of  feamen  and  land  forces  for  the  enfuing  year, 
which  had  been  granted  in  the  laft  feffion,  and  made 
fuitable  provifion  for  all  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate. 
Tlie  whole  fupply  amounted  to  two  millions  feven 

hundred 
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liunired  ninety-feven  thouland  nine  hundred  and  c h 
fixteen  pounds,  ten  fhillings,  and  two-pence»  to  be 
raifed  by  a land-tax  of  two  Ihillings  in  the  pound,  , 
a malt-tax,  a continuation  of  certain  duties  on  wine, 
vinegar,  cyder,  and  beer  imported,  a fum  taken 
from  the  finking  fund,  and  the  overplus  of  certain 
grants,  funds,  and  duties.  The  provifions  made 
confiderably  exceeded  the  grants ; but  this  excefs 
was  chargeable  with  the  intereft  of  what  Ihould  be 
borrowed  upon  the  credit  of  the  land  or  malt-tax, 
there  being  a claufe  of  credit  in  both,  as  alfo  with 
the  deficiency  (if  any  Ihould  happen)  in  the  fums 
they  were  computed  to  produce.  The  Houfe  agreed 
to  all  thefe  refolutions  almoft  unanimoufly  : indeed, 
no  oppofition  was  made  to  any  of  them,  but  that 
for  continuing  the  fame  number  of  land  forces,  which 
was  carried  by  a great  majority. 

§ IX.  The  acl,  permitting  Jews  to  be  naturalized, 
which  had,  during  the  laft  feflion,  triumphed  over 
fuch  an  obftinate  oppofition,  was  by  this  time  be- 
come the  objedt  of  national  horror  and  execration. 
Every  part  of  the  kingdom  refounded  with  the  re- 
proach of  the  miniftry  who  had  enforced  fuch  an 
odious  meafure  ; and  the  two  brothers,  who  engrofled 
the  greater  part  of  the  adminiftration,  trembled  at 
the  profpedt  of  what  this  clamour  might  produce  at 
the  general  ele6lion,  this  being  the  laft  felTion  of  the 
prefent  Parliament.  So  eager  were  the  minifters  to 
annul  this  unpopular  meafure,  that,  immediately 
after  the  Peers  had  agreed  to  the  nature  and  form 
of  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  the  Duke  ofNewcaftle, 
with  that  precipitation  fo  peculiar  to  his  chara61:er, 
poured  forth  an  abrupt  harangue  in  that  Houfe, 
importing,  that  the  difaffeded  had  made  an  handle 
of  the  ad  pafled  laft  fefTion  in  favour  of  the  Jews, 
to  raife  difcontents  among  many  of  his  Majefty’s 
good  fubjeds ; and  as  the  ad  was  in  itfelf  of  little 
importance,  he  was  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed ; for  this  purpofe  he  prefented  a bill  ready 
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BOOK  Tramed,  which  was  read  and  committed,  though  not 
III.  without  fome  debate.  The  naturalization  bill,  now 
' devoted  as  a facrifice  to  the  refentment  of  the  peo- 
pie,  contained  a claufe  difabling  all  naturalized  Jews 
from  purchafing,  inheriting,  or  receiving  any  advow- 
^fon  or  prefentation,  or  right  to  any  ecclefiaftical 
benefice  or  promotion,  fchool,  hofpital,  or  dona- 
tive i and  by  the  firft  draft  of  the  bill,  which  his 
Grace  now  prefented,  it  was  intended  that  this  claufe 
ihould  not  be  repealed.  It  was  the  opinion,  how- 
ever, of  the  majority,  that  fuch  a claufe  handing 
unrepealed  might  imply,  that  the  Jews,  by  being 
thus  exprefsly  excluded  from  the  pofTefTityn  of  any 
ecclefiaftical  right  of  prefentation,  would  be  confi- 
dered  as  having  the  power  and  privilege  of  purcha- 
fing and  inheriting  any  lay-property  in  the  kingdom. 
On  this  confideration  an  amendment  was  made  in 
the  bill,  the  claufe  ih  queftion  was  left  out,  and  the 
whole  adt  of  naturalization  repealed  without  excep- 
tion Though  the  L>ords,  in  general,  concurred 
in  the  expediency  of  the  repeal,  it  was  oppofed  by 
fome  few,  as  too  great  a facrifice  to  the  idle  and 
unfounded  clamours  of  the  multitude  j and  upon 
this  fide  of  the  debate  a great  power  of  elocution 
was  difplayed  by  Earl  Temple,  who  had  lately  fuc- 
ceeded  to  this  title  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  a 
nobleman  of  diftinguiilied  abilities,  and  the  mod 
amiable  difpofition,  frank,  liberal,  humane,  and 
zealoufiy  attached  to  the  intereft  and  honour  of  his 
country.  In  the  Lower  Houfe,*  the  members  of 
both  parties  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  de- 
monftrations  of  averfion  to  this  unpopular  adl.  On 
the  very  firft  day  of  the  feftion,  immediately  after 

the 

* The  reverend  bench  ofSiHiops  had,  with  a laudable  fplrit  of 
Chriftian  meeknels  and  phiianthropy,  generally  approved  of  the 
indulgence  granted  to  their  Hebrew  .brethren  ; and  now  they  ac- 
quielced  in  the  propofed  repeal  with  the  fame  paffive  dilcretion, 
though  one  of  the  number  contended  for  the  faving  claufe  which 
the  Duke  of  N — — had  recemmended. 
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{he  tnotion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  Sir  James  c H A P. 
Dafhwood,  an  eminent  leader  in  the  oppofition^  , 

gave  the  Commons  to  iinderfcand,  that  he  had  a,  ^753, 
motion  of  very  great  importance  to  make,  which 
would  require  the  attention  of  every  member,  as  foon 
as  the  motion  for  the  addrefs  fhould  be  difcuffed ; 
he  therefore  defired  they  would  not  quit  the  Fioufe^ 
until  he  lliould  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  his 
propofal.  Accordingly,  they  had  no  fooner  agreed 
to  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  than  he  Hood  up  again ; and  having  expati- 
ated upon  the  juft  and  general  indignation  which  the 
acl  of  the  preceding  i^ion,  in  favour  of  the  Jews, 
had  raifed  among  tlie  people,  he  moved  to  order 
that  the  Houfe  ftiould  be  called  over  on  Tuefday 
the  fourth  day  of  December,  for  taking  that  adl  into 
confideration : but  being  given  to  underftand,  that 
it  was  not  ufual  to  appoint  a call  of  the  Houfe  for 
any,  particular  purpofe,  he  agreed  that  the  motion 
ftiotild  be  general.  It  was  feconded  by  Lord  Par- 
ker, iiis  oppofite  in  political  interefts ; the  Houle 
agreed  to  it  without  oppofition,  and  the  call  was 
ordered  accordingly.  They  were  anticipated,  how- 
ever, by  the  Lords,  who  framed  and  tranfmitted  to 
them  a bill  on  the  fame  fubje61:,  to  the  purport  of 
which  the  Commons  made  no  obje6lion  j for  every 
member,  having  the  fear  of  the  general  eleiftioii 
before  his  eyes,  carefully  avoided  every  exprefiion 
which  could  give  umbrage  to  his  conftituents : but 
violent  oppofition  was  made  to  the  preamble,  which 
ran  in  the  following  ftrain: — Whereas  an  act  of 
Parliament  was  made  and  pafted  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  his  Majefty’s  reign,  intituled.  An 
A6t  to  permit  perfons  profefling  the  Jewifn  reli- 
gion  to  be  naturalized  by  Parliament,  and  for 
« other  purpofes  therein  mentioned ; and  whereas 
occafion  has  been  taken,  from  the  faid  a6t,  to 
‘‘  raife  difcontents  and  difquiets  in  the  minds  of  his 
Majefty’s  fubjedts,  be  it  enacted,  &c,”  This  in- 
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BOOK  trodu6lion\vas  confidered  cis  an  unjuft  reflexion  iipoit 
the  body  of  the  people  in  general,  and  in  particular 
" upon  thofe  who  had  oppofed  the  bill  in  the  courfe  of 
the  preceding  feflion.  Sir  Roger  Newdigate  there- 
fore moved,  that  the  expreffion  fhould  be  varied  to 
thia  cffefl: : “ Whereas  great  difeontents  and  dif- 
quietudes  had  from  the  laid  adl  arifen.”  The 
confequcnce  of  this  motion  was  an  obftinate  debate, 
in  which  it  was  fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Egmont, 
and  divers  other  able  orators : but  Mr.  Pelham  and 
Mr.  Pitt  were  numbered  among  its  opponents.  The 
queflion  being  put  tor  tlie  propofed  alteration,  it  was 
of  courfe  carried  in  the  negative;  the  bill,  after  the 
third  reading,  palTed  nemhie  contradicente,  and  in  due 
time  obtained  the  roval  aiienr. 

§ X.  Even  this  conceffion  of  the  miniflry  did  not 
allay  the  refentment  of  the  people,  and  their  appre- 
henfions  of  encroacl'iment  from  the  Jews.  Another 
adl;  ftill  fubfiPced,  by  virtue  of  which  any  perfon  pro- 
felung  the  JewiQi  religion  might  become  a free 
denizen  of  Great-Pritain,  after  having  refided  feven 
years  in  any  of  his  Majefty’s  colonies  in  America; 
and  this  was  now  confidered  as  a law,  having  the 
fame  dangerous  tendency,  of  which  the  other  was 
now  in  a fair  way  of  being  conv idled.  It  was 
moved,  therefore,  in  the  Low'er  Hoiife,  that  part  of 
this  former  adl  might  be  read  : then  the  fame  mem- 
ber made  a motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majeft)’, 
defiring  that  the  I loufe  might  have  the  perufal  of 
the  lifts  tranfmitted  from  the  American  colonies  to 
the  commifTioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  con- 
taining the  names  of  all  liich  perfons  profelTing  the 
Jewifli  religion,  as  had  entitled  themfelves  to  the 
benefit  of  the  laid  adl,  fince  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  forty.  Thefe  lifts  were  accord- 
ingly prefented,  and  left  upon  the  table  for  the  petu- 
fal  of  the  members : but  as  this  a6t  contained  no 
limitation  of  time  within  which  the  benefit  of  it  fhould 
be  claimed,  and  as  this  claim  was  attended  with  a 
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good  deal  of  trouble,  and  fome  expence,  very  few  c n \ P. 
perfons  had  availed  themfelves  of  it  in  that  period.  ^ ^ 

Nevertlielefs,  as  a great  number  of  Jews  were  already  '”1753. 
entitled  to  claim  this  indulgence,  and  as  it  remained 
an  open  channel  through  which  Great-Britain  might 
be  deluged  with  thofe  people,  all  of  whom  the  law 
would  hold  as  natural-born  fubjefls,  and  their  pro- 
geny as  freed  from  all  the  reftriclions  contained  in 
the  aft  with  refpeft  to  naturalized  foreigners.  Lord 
Harley  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  repeal 
fo  much  of  the  faid  aft  as  related  to  perfons  pro- 
feding  the  Jewidi  religion,  who  iLould  come  to  fet- 
tle in  any  Britifn  colony  after  a certain  time.  The 
motion  was  fecondedby  Sir  James  Dalliwood,  and 
fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Egmont ; but  being  found 
unequal  to  the  intereft  and  elocution  of  Mr.  Pelham 
and  Mr.  Pitt,  v’as  rejefted  by  the  majority. 

§ XL  The  next  object  that  claimed  the  attention  An.  175^. 
of  the  Commons,  v/as  a bill  for  improving  the  regu- 
lations already  made  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  a 
contagious  diflemper,  which  raged  among  the  horned 
cattle  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The.laft 
bill  of  this  felfion  that  had  the  good  fortune  to  fuc- 
ceed,  was  brought  in  for  punifliing  mutiny  and  de- 
fertion  of  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Eafl- India  company,  and  for  the  punifhment  of  ^ 

offences  committed  in  the  Eaft-Indies  and  the  ifland 
of  St.  Plelena.  This  being  a meafure  of  a very 
extraordinary  nature,  all  the  members  were  ordered 
to  attend  the  Houfe  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  fecond 
reading  : at  the  fame  time  all  charters,  commiffions, 
and  authorities,  by  which  any  powers  relative  to  a 
military  jurifdiftion,  or  the  exercife  of  martial  law, 
had  been  granted  or  derived  from  the  crown  to  the 
faid  company,  were  fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of  the 
members.  The  bill  was  by  many  confidered  as  a 
dangerous  extenfion  of  military  power,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  civil  rights  enjoyed  by  Britiffi  fubjefts, 
and  as  fuch  violently  contefted  by  the  Earl  of  Eg- 
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BOOK  montj  Lord  Strange,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Beckford 
Their  objedtions  were  anfwered  by  the  Sollicitor- 
^ General  and  Mr.  Yorke.  The  bill,  after  fome  warm 
debates,  being  efponfed  by  the  miiiiftry,  was  enacled 
into  a law,  and  dil'patched  to  the  Eaft-Indies  by 
the  Brft  opportunity. 

§ XII.  Some  other  motions  were  made,  and  pe- 
titions prefented  on  different  fubjedls,  which,  as  they 
mifcarried,  it  will  be  unneccffary  to  particularife.  It 
may  not  be  amifs,  how-ever,  to  record  an  exemplary 
a6t  of  juflice  done  by  the  Commons  on  a perfon 
belonging  to  a piiblick  oflice,  whom  they  deteffed 
in  the  pradlice  of  fraud  and  impofition.  Notwitli- 
ffanding  the  particular  care  taken  in  the  laft  feffion, 
to  prevent  the  monopolizing  of  tickets  in  the  ftate- 
lottery,  all  thole  precautions  had  been  eluded  in  a 
' fcandaious  m.anner  by  certain  individuals,  entrufted 
with  the  charge  of  delivering  the  tickets  to  the  con- 

w eg/  ^ 

tributors,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  a6t,  whidi 
exprefsly  declared,  that  not  more  than  twenty  fhould 
be  fold  to  any  one  perfon.  Inftead  of  conforming 
to  thefe  directions  of  the  legiflature,  they  and  their 
fiiends  engroffed  great  numbers,  fheltering  them- 
felves  under  a falfe  lift  of  feigned  names  for  the 
purpofc  j by  which  means  they  not  only  defeated  the 
equitable  intention  of  the  Commons,  but  in  fome 
meafute  injured  the  publick  credit ; inafmuch  as 
their  avarice  had  prompted  them  to  fubferibe  fora 
greater  number  than  they  had  cafli  to  purchafe,  fo 
that  there  was  a deficiency  in  the  firft  payment,  which 
might  have  had  a bad  effedt  on  the  publick  affairs. 
'Fhefe  pradlices  were  fo  flagrant  and  notorious  as  to 
attradf  the  notice  of  the  Low'er  Houfe,  where  an 
enquiry  was  begun,  and  profecuted  with  afpiritof 
real  patriotifm,  in  oppofition  to  a fcandaious  cabal, 
who  endeavoured  with  equal  eagernefs  and  perfeve- 
rance  to  Icreeii  the  delinquents.  All  their  efforts, 
however,  proved  abortive ; and  a committee,  ap- 
p.ointed  to  examine  particulars,  agreed  to  feveral 

fevere 
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fevcre  refolutions  againfl  one  Le — j who  had  amaffed  c H A P. 
a large  fortune  by  this  and  other  kinds  of  peculation. 

They  voted  him  guilty  of  breach  of  truft,  and  a ,7^^. 
dired  violation  of  the  lottery  adt;  and  an  addr^fs 
was  prefented  to  his  Majefhy,  defiring  he  might  be 
profecuted  by  the  Attorney-General  for  thefe  offences. 

He  was  accordingly  fued  in  the  court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  and  paid  a fine  of  one  thoufand  pounds,  for 
having  committed  frauds  by  which  he  had  gained 
forty  times  that  fum  ; but  he  was  treated  with  fuch 
gentlcnefs  as  remarkably  denoted  the  clemency  of 
that  tribunal. 

§ XIII.  The  fefTion  ended  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  when  the  King  gave  the  Parliament  to  under- 
ftand,  that  he  fhould  fay  nothing  at  prefent  on  fo- 
reign affairs ; but  affured  them  of  his  fixed  refolu- 
tion  to  exert  his  whole  power  in  maintaining  the 
general  tranquillity,  and  adhering  to  fuch  meafures 
for  that  purpofe,  as  he  had  hitherto  purfued  in  con- 
iundlion  with  his  allies.  He  in  very  affedlionate 
terms  thanked  both  Houfes,  for  the  repeated  proofs 
they  had  given  of  their  zealous  attachment  and 
loyalty  to  his  perfon  and  government.  He  enume- 
rated the  falutary  meafures  they  had  taken  for  leffen- 
ing  the  national  debt,  and  augmenting  the  publick 
credit,  extending  navigation  and  commerce,  re- 
forming the  morals  of  the  people,  and  improving  the 
legulations  of  civil  ceconomy.  He  concluded  with 
declaring,  that  he  fecurely  relied  upon  the  loyalty 
and  good  affe6Lion  of  his  people,  and  had  no  other 
aim  than  their  permanent  happinefs.  In  a little 
time  after  the  clofe  of  this  feffion  they  were  diffolved 
by  proclamation,  and  new  writs  iffued  by  the  Lord  ^ 
Chancellor  for  convoking  a new  Parliament.  The 
fame  ceremonies  were  practifed  with  refpe6t  to  the 
convocations  of  Canterbury  and  Yorkj  though  they 
jio  longer  retained  their  former  importance ; nor, 
indeed,  w^ere  they  buffered  to  fit  and  deliberate  upon 
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BOOK  the  fubje6ls  which  formerly  fell  under  their  cogni- 
iii-  zance  and  difcuffion. 

§ XIV.  In  the  beginning  of  March,  the  miniftry 
of  Great-Britain  had  been  left  without  a head  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham,  which  was  not  only  fin- 
cerely  lamented  by  his  Sovereign,  but  alfo  regretted 
by  the  nation  in  general,  to  whofe  affeclion  he  had 
powerfully  recommended  himfelf  by  the  candour 
and  humanity  of  his  condudl  and  charadler,  even 
while  he  purfued  meafures  which  they  did  not  en- 
tirely approve.  The  lofs  of  fuch  a minifher  was  the 
more  deeply  felt  by  the  government  at  this  junc- 
ture, being  the  eve  of  a general  election  for  a new 
Parliament,  when  every  adminiftration  is  fuppofed 
to  exert  itfelf  with  redoubled  vigilance  and  circum- 
fpedlion.  Pic  had  already  concerted  the  meafures 
for  fecuring  a majority,  and  his  plan  was  faithfully 
executed  by  his  friends  and  adherents,  who  ftill  en- 
grolTed  the  adminiftration.  His  brother  the  Duke 
ofNewcaftle,  was  appointed  Firft  Lord  Commif- 
fioner  of  the  Treafury,  and  fuccceded  as  Secretary 
of  State  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  who  had  long 
refided  as  Ambaftador  at  the  Court  of  Vienna.  The 
other  department  of  this  office  was  ftill  retained  by 
the  Earl  of  Holdernefle,  and  the  fundlion  of  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  performed  as  ufual  by 
the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King’s-Bench,  until 
a proper  perfon  could  be  found  to  ffil  that  important 
office  ; but  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer  it  was  be- 
llowed upon  Mr.  Legge,  who  acquitted  himfelf 
with  equal  honour  and  capacity.  Divers  other  alte- 
rations were  mrade,  of  lefs  importance  to  the  pub- 
lick.  Sir  George  Lyttelton  was  appointed  Cofferer, 
and  the  Earl  of  PlillfDorough  Comptroller  of  the 
Ploufehold.  Mr.  George  Grenville,  brother  to  Earl 
Temple,  became  Treafurer  of  the  Navy;  and  Mr. 
Charles  Townffiend,  of  whom  we  ftiail  have  occa- 
fion  to  fpeak  in  the  fequel,  took  place  as  a Com- 
friiffipner  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  in  the  room 
Z ' of 
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of  Lord  Barrington,  made  Mafter  of  the  Wardrobe,  c H A P. 
Lord  Kardwicke,  the  Chancellor,  was  promoted  to  , j 
the  dignity  of  an  Earl.  The  place  of  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  King’s-Bench  becoming  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Sir  William  Lee,  was  filled  with  Sir  Dud- 
lev  Ryder,  and  he  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Murray  in 
the  office  of  Attorney-General. 

•r 

^ XV.  The  ele6lions  for  the  new  Parliament  o:e- 
nerally  fficcceded  according  to  the  wiffi  of  the  mini- 
ftry  i for  oppofition  was  now  dwindled  down  to  the 
lowed:  Rate  of  imbecillity.  It  had  received  a mortal 
wound  by  the  death  of  the  late  Prince  of  Wales, 
whofe  adherents  were  too  wile  to  purfue  an  igms 
fatuus,  without  any  profpedl:  of  fuccefs  or  advan- 
tage. Some  of  them  had  prudently  fung  their  pali- 
nodia  to  the  miniflry,  and  been  gratified  with  pro- 
fitable employments ; vrhile  others,  fetting  too  great 
a price  upon  their  own  importance,  kept  aloof  till 
the  market  was  over,  and  were  left  to  pine  in  lecret 
over  their  difappointed  ambition.  The  maxims  of 
Toryifm  had  been  relinquifhed  by  many,  as  the 
barren  principles  of  a lofing  game ; the  body  of  the 
people  were  conciliated  to  the  eftabliffied  govern- 
ment ; and  the  harmony  that  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
fubfifled  among  all  the  branches  of  the  royal  family, 
had  a w'onderful  effedl  in  acquiring  a degree  of 
popularity  which  they  had  never  before  enjoyed. 

The  waits  being  returned,  the  new  Parliament  was 
opened  on  the  laft  day  of  May  by  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  and  fome  other  Peers,  who  adled  by 
virtue  of  a commiffion  from  his  Majefty.  The  Com- 
mons having  chofen  for  their  Speaker  the  Right 
Hon.  Arthur  Onflov/,  who  had  honourably  filled 
that  high  office  in  four  preceding  Parliaments,  he 
w'as  prefented  and  approved  by  the  Commiffioners. 

Then  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  harangued  both 
Houfes,  giving  them  to  underftand,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty had  indulged  them  with  this  early  opportunity 
of  coming  together,  in  order  to  complete  without 

C c 4 lofs 
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BOOK  lofs  of  time  certain  parliamentary  proceedings, 
which  he  judged  would  be  for  the  fatisfaclion  of  his 
1754.  good  fubjedls  j but  he  did  not  think  proper  to  lay 
before  them  any  points  of  general  bufinefs,  referving 
ev^ery  thing  of  that  nature  to  the  ufual  time  of  their 
alTembling  in  the  winter.  On  the  fifth  day  of  June 
this  fhort  feffion  was  clofed>  and  the  Parliament 
prorogued  by  the  Lords  Commiflioners. 

§ XVI.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  violent  dif- 
putes  arofe  between  the  government  and  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  in  Ireland,  on  the  almofl  forgotten 
fubjedls  of  privilege  and  prerogative.  The  Com- 
mons conceived  they  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
apply  the  furplus  of  their  revenue  tow'ards  national 
purpofes,  wdthout  the  confent  of  their  fovereign; 
and,  accordingly,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  forty-nine,  prepared  a bill  wdth  this 
preamble ; “ Whereas  on  the  tvvcnty- fifth  day  of 
Marcli  lafb  a confiderable  balance  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  V ice-Treafurers  or  Receivers- General 
of  the  kingdom,  or  their  deputy  or  deputies,  un- 
applied  j and  it  will  be  for  your  Majefty’s  fervice, 
and  for  the  eafe  of  your  faithful  fubjedls  in  this 
kingdom,  that  fo  much  thereof  as  can  be  con- 
veniently  fpared  fliould  be  paid,  agreeably  to 
“ your  Majefly’s  mioft  gracious  intentions,  in  dif- 
charge  of  part  of  the  national  debt.”  This  appro- 
priation gave  great  offence  to  the  advocates  for  pre- 
rogative in  England,  who  affirmed  that  the  Com- 
mons had  no  right  to  apply  any  part  of  the  unappro- 
priated revenue,  nor  even  to  take  any  fuch  affair 
into  confideration,  without  the  previous  confent  of 
the  crown,  expreffed  in  the  moft  explicit  terms. 
It  was  in  confequence  of  this  dodlrine,  that  the  Duk^ 
of  Dorfet,  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  told  them 
in  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament,  held  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  he  was 
commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  them,  that  his 
Majefly,  ever  attentive  to  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of 
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his  fubjefts,  would  gracioufiy  confent,  and  recom-  CHAP, 
mended  it  to  them,  that  fuch  a part  of  the  money  ^ 

then  remaining  in  his  treafury,  as  fhould  be  thought 
confiftcnt  with  the  publick  fervice,  be  applied  to- 
wards the  further  redu6lion  of  the  national  debt. 

This  declaration  alarmed  the  Commons,  zealous  as 
they  were  for  the  prefervation  of  their  privileges ; 
and  in  their  addrefs  of  thanks,  which,  like  that  of 
the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  ufed  always  to  echo 
back  the  words  of  the  fpeech,  they  made  no  men- 
tion of  his  Majefly’s  confent ; but  only  acknowledged 
his  gracious  attention  to  their  eafe  and  happinefs, 
in  recommending  to  them  the  application  of  the 
furplus.  They  accordingly,  refolved  to  apply  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of  that  overplus 
towards  a difcharge  of  the  national  debt;  and,  in 
the  preamble  of  the  bill,  framed  for  this  purpofe, 
made  no  mention  of  his  Majefty’s  confent,  though 
before  they  had  acknowledged  his  goodnefs  in  re- 
commending this  application.  The  miniftry  in 
England  were  highly  offended  at  this  purpofed 
omiffion,  which  they  conftrued  into  a wilful  en- 
croachments on  the  prerogative;  and  the  bill  was 
fent  back  with  an  alteration  in  the  preamble,  figni- 
fying  his  Majefty’s  confent  as  well  as  recommenda-  • 
tion.  The  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  being  at  that 
time  deeply  engaged  in  a minute  enquiry  into  the 
conduit  of  a gentleman,  a fervant  of  the  crow^n, 
and  a member  of  their  own  Houfe,  accufed  of 
having  mifapplied  a large  fum  of  money,  with  which 
he  had  been  entrufted,  for  rebuilding  or  repairing  * 
the  barracks,  were  now  unwilling  to  embroil  them- 
felves  farther  with  the  government,  until  this  affair 
fliould  be  difcuffed.  They,  therefore,  paffed  the 
bill  with  the  alteration,  and  proceeded  with  their 
enquiry.  The  perfon  was  convicted  of  having  mif- 
Applied  the  publick  money,  and  ordered  to'  make 
the  barracks  fit  for  the  reception  and  accommoda- 
tion of  the  troops  at  his  own' expence.  Theydid- 

nor; 
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BOOK  not,  however,  negle6l  to  afTert  what  they  thought 
^ . their  rights  and  privileges,  when  the  next  opportu- 

nity  occurred.  The  Duke  of  Dorfet,  when  he 
opened  the  feffion  of  this  year,  repeated  the  ex- 
preffion  of  his  Majefty’s  gracious  confent,  in  men- 
tioning the  furplus  of  the  publick  money.  They 
again  omitted  that  word  in  their  addrefsj  andre- 
folved,  in  their  bill  of  application,  not  only  to 
fink  this  odious  term,  but  likewife  to  abate  in  their 
complaifance  to  the  crown,  by  leaving  out  that  ex- 
preffion  of  grateful  acknowledgement,  which  had 
met  with  fuch  a cold  reception  above.  By  this  time 
the  conteft  had  kindled  up  two  violent  fadtions,  and 
diffufed  a general  fpirit  of  refentment  through  the 
whole  Iiilh  nation.  The  committee  who  prepared 
the  bill,  inlhead  of  inferting  the  ufual  compliments 
in  the  preamble,  mentioned  nothing  but  a recital 
of  fadls,  and  fent  it  over  in  a veiy  plain  drefs,  quite, 
deilitute  of  all  embroidery.  The  miniftry,  intent 
tipon  vindicating  the  p)rorogative  from  fuch  an  un- 
mannerly attack,  filled  up  the  omillions  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  fent  it  back  with  this  alteration:  “ And 
your  Majefty,  ever  attentive  to  the  eafe  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  your  faithful  lubjefts,  has  been  graciouily 
pleafed  to  fignify  that  you  would  confent,  and  to 
• recommend  it  to  us,  that  fo  much  of  the  money 

remaining  in  your  Majefty’s  treafury  as  fliould  be 
neceftary  be  applied  to  the  difcharge  of  the  na- 
tional  ciebt,  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  fliould  be 
thought  expedient  by  Parliament.”  This  then, 
being  the  crifis,  which  was  to  determine  a conftitu- 
tional  point  of  fuch  importance,  namely,  whether 
the  people  in  Parliament  afiembled  have  a right  to 
deliberate  upon,  and  vote  the  application  of  any  part 
of  the  unappropriated  revenue,  without  the  previous 
confent  of  the  crown;  thofe  who  were  the  moft 
zealoufly  attached  to  the  liberties  of  their  country 
refolved  to  exert  themfelves  in  oppofing  what  they 
conceived  to  be  a violation  of  thofe  liberties ; and 

the 
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the  bill,  with  its  alterations,  was  rejefted  by  ama- 
jority  of  five  voices.  The  fiiccefs  of  their  endea-  ^ j 
vours  was  celebrated  with  the  moft  extravagant  re-  3754.. 
joicings,  as  a triumph  of  patriotifin  over  the  arts  of 
ininifterial  corruption;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  all 
the  fervants  of  the  crown  who  had  joined  the  popular 
cry  on  this  occafion  were  in  a little  time  difmiffed 
from  their  employments.  The  reje6lion  of  the  bill 
was  a p-reat  difappointment  to  the  creditors  of  the 
publicl  and  the  circulation  of  cafh  was  almofl 
ftagnated.  Thefe  calamities  were  imputed  to  arbi- 
trary defigns  in  the  government;  and  the  people 
began  to  be  inflamed  with  an  enthufiaflick  fpirit  of 
i'ndependency,  which  might  have  produced  mif- 
chievous  effefts,  had  not  artful  fteps  been  taken  to 
bring  over  the  demagogues,  and  thus  divert  the 
flream  of  popular  clamour  from  the  miniftry  to  thofe 
very  individuals  who  had  been  the  idols  of  popular 
veneration.  The  Speaker  of  the  Eloufe  of  Com- 
mons was  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  an  Earl ; and 
fome  other  patriots  were  gratified  with  lucrative  em- 
' ployments.  Elis  Majefty's  letter  arrived  for  paying 
‘ offTeventy -five  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  of  the 
' • nationat  debt.  The  circulation  was  thus  animated, 

' and  the  refentment  of  the  populace  fubfiding,  the 
■ kingdom  retrieved  its  former  tranquillity. 

§ XVII.  The  ambition  and  intrigues  of  the 
s French  court,  by  which  the  Britifh  interefl  was 
invaded  and  difturbed  on  the  continent  of  America, 
had  alfo  extended  itfelf  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  v/here 
> they  endeavoured  to  embroil  the  Englifh  company 

i with  divers  Nabobs,  or  Princes,  who  governed  dif- 
f ferent  parts  of  the  peninfula  intra  Gangem.  That 

the  reader  may  have  a clear  and  difdndt  idea  of  thefe 
I tranfaflions,  we  fliall  exhibit  a fliort  flcetch  of  the 
K Englifh  forts  and  fettlements  in  that  remote  country, 

j The  hrft  of  thefe  we  fhall  mention  is  Surat*,  in  the 

ii  province 

\ * Several  European  nations  had  fettlements  at  Surat,  which  was 

one  of  the  moft  frequented  cities  of  the  Eaft,  from  the  great  con- 
‘ courfe 
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BOOK  province  fo  called,  fituated  between  the  twenty-fiifl 
and  twenty-fecond  degrees  of  north  latitude:  from 

'■"p'  * hence  the  peninfula  ftretches  into  the  Indian  ocean, 

as  far  as  the  latitude  of  eight  north,  ending  in  a . 
point  at  Cape  Connorin,  which  is  the  fouthern  ex- 
tremity. To  the  northward  this  peninfula  joins  to 
Indoftan,  and  at  its  greateft  breadth  extends  feven 
hundred  miles.  Upon  the  weft,  eaft,  and  fouth, 
it  is  waftied  by  the  fea.  It  comprehends  die  king- 
doms of  Malabar,  Decan,  Golconda,  and  Bifnagar,  \ 
with  the  principalities  of  Gingi,  Tanjaonr,  and 
Madura.  I’he  weftern  fide  is  diftinguiilied  by  the 
name  of  the  Malabar  coaft : the  eaftern  takes  the  j 
denomination  of  Coromandci,  and,  in  different 
parts  of  this  long  fweep,  from  Surat  round  Cape 
Comorin  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Bengal,  the  , 
Englifti  and  other  European  powers  have,  with  the 
confent  of  the  Mogul,  eftablifned  forts  and  trading 
fettlements.  All  thefe  kingdoms,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  belong  to  the  Mogul ; but  his  power  was  fo 
weakened  by  the  laft  invafion  of  Kouli  Khan,  that 
he  has  not  been  able  to  aftert  his  Empire  over  this 
remote  country;  the  tributary  Princes  of  whidi, 
and  even  the  nabobs,  who  w^ere  originally  governors  ^ 
appointed  under  their  authority,  have  rendered 
th'emfclves  independent,  and  exert  an  abfolute  do- 
minion over  their  reljiedlive  territories,  without  ac-  ; 
knowledging  his  fujoeriority  either  by  tribute  or  ^ 

homage. 

courfe  of  Mahometan  pilgrims,  who  make  it  tlieir  road  from  India,  < 
111  their  vifits  to  the  tomb  of  their  prophet  ac  Mecca.  In  order  to 
keep  the  Teas  clear  of  pirates  between  S\)rat  and  the  gulf  of  Arabia 
and  Pei  fia,  the  Mogul  had  been  at  the  annnril  expence  of  a large  (liip 
fitted  out  on  ptirpofe  to  carry  the  pilgrims  to  Judda,  which  is  within 
a Imall  distance  of  Mecca.  For  tlic  fecurity  of  this  fliip,  as  well  as 
TO  protefl  the  tratle  of  Surat,  he  graaued  to  his  Admiral,  the fidd(( 
chief  of  a colony  of  caffrees,  or  blacks,  a revenue  called  the  Tanka, 
to  the  value  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  amounting  to  above  tltirty  le- 
ven  thoufand  pounds,  ariftng  partly  from  the  adjacent  jamls,  and 
partly  from  the  revenues  of  Surat,  which  were  paid  him  yearly  by 
tlie  gQvernor  of  the  caftle,  who  is  appointed  by  the  Mogul  to  keep 
the  city  under  proper  fubjeclion,  without,  however,  into  feting  with 
the  gcveyitneiu  of  it. 
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homage.  Thefe  Princes,  when  they  quarrel  among  CHAP, 
themfelves,  naturally  have  recourfe  to  the  alTiftance  ^ , 
of  fuch  European  powers  as  are  fettled  in  or  near 
their  dominions  ; and  in  the  fame  manner  the  h.aft- 
Indian  companies  of  the  European  powers  vdiich 
happen  to  be  at  war  with  each  other  never  fail  to 
intereft  the  nabobs  in  the  difpute. 

XVIII.  The  next  Englifi  fettlement  to  Surat, 
on  the  coaft  of  the  peninfula,  is  Bombay,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Decan,  a final!  ifland,  with  a very 
convenient  harbour,  about  five-and-forty  leagues  to 
the  fouth  of  Surat.  'The  town  is  very  populous: 
but  the  foil  is  barren,  and  the  climate  unhealthy; 
and  the  commerce  was  rendered  very  precarious  by 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  famous  Corfair  Angria, 
until  his  port  of  Geriah  was  taken,  and  his  foi^tifi-. 
cations  demolifhed.  The  Englifli  company  like- 
wife  carry  on  fome  traffick  at  Dabul,  about  forty 
leagues  further  to  the  fouth,  in  the  province  of  . 
Cuncan.’  In  the  fame  fouth erly  progreffion,  towards  - 
the  point  of  the  peninfula,  we  arrive  at  Carwar,  in 
the  latitude  of  fifteen  degrees,  where  there  is  a 
fmall  fort  and  fa61:ory  belonging  to  the  company. 

Handing  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a bay,  with  a river 
capable  of  receiving  lliips  of  pretty  large  burthen. 

I'he  climate  here  is  remarkably  falubrious;  the 
country  abounds  with  provifions  of  all  forts,  and 
the  bell:  pepper  of  India  grows  in  this  neighbourhood. 

The  next  Englifi-i  fettlement  we  find  at  Tillicherry, 
where  the  comuanv  has  eredted  a fort,  to  defend 
their  commerce  of  pepper  and  cardamoms  from  the 
infults  of  the  Rajah,  who  governs  this  part  of  Ma- 
labar. Elither  the  Englifli  trade  was  removed  from 
Calient,  a large  town,  that  Hands  fifteen  leagues  tOv 
the  fouthward  of  Tillicherry,  and  was  as  well  fre- 
quented as  any  port  on  the  coaH  of  the  Indian  pe- 
ninfula. The  moH  foutherly  fettlement  which  the 
Englifli  poffefs  on  the  Malabar  coaH  is  that  of  An- 
jengo,  between  the  eighth  and  ninth  degrees  of 

latitude. 
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K latitude.  It  is  defended  hy  a regular  fort,  fituated 
on  a broad  river,  which  falls  into  the  fea,  and  would 

, be  very  connmodious  for  trade,  were  not  the  water 
on  the  bar  too  fhallow  to  admit  fhips  of  confiderable 
burthen.  Then  turning  the  cape,  and  pa]Ting 
through  the  (Irait  of  Chilao,  formed  by  the  ifiand  of 
Ceylon,  we  aiTive  on  the  coafc  of  Coromandel, 
which  forms  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  iilhmtrs.  Profe- 
cuting  our  courfe  in  a northern  direction  the  firfl 
Englihi  fadtory  we  reach  is  that  of  Fort  St.  David’s, 
formerly  called  Tegapatan,  fituated  in  the  latitude 
of  eleven  degrees  forty  minutes  north,  within  the 
kingdom  of  Gingi.  It  was,  about  fix- and- twenty 
years  ago  fold  by  a Mahratta  Prince  to  the  Eall- 
India  company,  and,  next  to  Bombay,  is  the  moft 
confiderable  fettlement  we  have  yet  mentioned^ 
Its  territory  extends  about  eight  miles  along  the 
coafi:,  and  half  that  fpace  up  to  the  country?  which 
is  delightfully  watered  by  a variety  of  rivensi  the 
foil  is  fertile,  and  the  climate  healthy.  The  fort  is 
regular,  vrell  provided  with  cannon,  ammunition, 
and  a numerous  .Q-arrifon,  which  is  the  more  ne- 
celTary,  on  account  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
French  fettlement  at  Pondicherry*.  But  the  chief 
fettlement  belonging  to  the  company  on  this  coaft 
is  that  of  Madras,  or  Fort  St.  George,  handing 
farther  to  the  northward,  between  the  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  degrees  of  latitude,  and  not  a great  way 
from  the  diamond  mines  of  Golcon'da.  It  is  feated 
on  a flat,  barren,  fcorching  fand,  fo  near  the  fea, 
that,  in  bad  weather,  tlie  walls  are  endangered  by 
the  mighty  furges  rolled  in  from  the  ocean.  As 
the  foil  is  barren,  the  climate  is  fo  intenfely  hot, 
that  it  would  be  altogether  uninhabitable,  were  not 
the  heat  mitigated  by  the  fea- breezes.  On  the  land- 
fide  it  is  defended  by  a falt-water  river,  which,  while 
it  contributes  to  the  fecurity  of  the  place,  robs  the 

inhabitants 

*The  trade  confifts  of  long  cloths  ofditTerent  colours,  fallampores, 
morees,  dimities,  ginghams,  and  fuccations. 
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inhabitants  of  one  great  comfort,  by  oblbru^Ling  the  CHAP, 
fprings  offrefli  water.  The  fort  is  a regular  fquare,  a 

the  town  furrounded  with  walls  well  mounted  with  1734. 
artillery,  and  the  place,  including  the  Black  Town, 
is  very  populous.  Madras,  with  feveral  villages 
in  the  neighbourhood,  was  purchafed  ot  the  King  of 
Golcoiida,  before  the  Mogul  became  fovereign  of 
this  country.  The  governor  of  this  place  is  not 
only  prefident  of  Fort  St.  George,  but  alfo  of  all  the 
other  fettlements  on  the  coafts  of  Malabar  and 
Coromandel,  as  far  as  the  ifland  of  Sumatra.  He 
lives  in  great  pomp,  having  inferior  judges,  who 
pafs  fentence  of  deadi  occafionally  on  malefaflors 
of  any  nation,  except  the  fubjefls  of  Great- Britain. 

All  the  company’s  affairs  are  direffed  by  him  and 
his  council,  who  are  invefted  with  the  power  of 
inllifting  corporal  puniffment,  fnort  of  life  and 
member,  upon  fuch  Europeans  as  are  in  the  fervice, 
and  difpofe  of  all  places  of  trnft  and  profit.  By 
virtue  of  an  aft  paffed  in  the  courfe  of  this  very 
feffion,  the  militaiy  officers  belonging  to  the  corn- 
pan  / were  permitted  to  hold  courts-martial,  and 
punifh  their  foldiers  according  to  the  degree  of  their 
delinquency.  In  a \vord,  Madras  is  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  the  company  for  its  ftrength,  wealth, 
and  the  great  returns  it  makes  in  callicoes  and 
muflins.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  laid;  century 
the  Engliffi  company  had  a flourifhing  faftory  at 
Mafulipatam,  ftanding  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river 
Nagimdi,  which  feparates  the  provinces  of  Golconda 
and  Bifnagar,  in  the  latitude  of  fixteen  degrees  and 
thirty  minutes ; but  nov/  there  is  no  European  fettle- 
ment  here,  except  a Dutch  faflory,  maintained  for 
carrying  on  the  chintz  commerce.  At  Vifigapatam, 
fituated  flill  farther  to  the  northward,  the  Engliffi 
poffefs  a faftory,  regularly  fortified,  on  the  fide  of 
a river,  which,  however,  a dangerous  bar  has  ren- 
dered unfit  for  navigation.  The  adjacent  country 
afforts  cotton  cloths  and  the  bell  ffriped  muflins  of 
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Kindia.  It  is  chiefly  for  the  ufe  of  this  fettlement  that 
the*  company  maintains  a fadtory  at  Ganjam,  the 
mofl;  eailern  town  in  the  province  or  kingdom  of 
Golconda,  fitiiated  in  a country  abounding  with 
rice  and  fngar  canes.  Still  farther  to  the  north 
coaft,  in  the  latitude  of  twenty-two  degrees,  the 
company  maintains  a factory  at  Balafore,  which 
was  formerly  very  confidcrable;  but  hath  been  of 
very  little  confequence  fince  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Huguely  was  improved.  At  this  place  every 
European  fliip  bound  for  Bengal  and  the  Ganges 
takes  in  a pilot.  The  climate  is'not  counted  very 
faiubrious;  but  the  adjacent  country  is  fruitful  to 
admiration,  and  here  are  confiderable  manufa6tures 
of  cotton  and  filk.  ^ Without  fleilful  pilots,  the  Eng- 
lifh  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  navigate  the  dif- 
ferent channels  through  which  the  river  Ganges  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay 
of  Bengal.  On  the  fouthern  branch  is  a town 
called  Ifipely,  where  there  was  formerly  an  Englilh 
fadlory : but  this  was  removed  to  Eluguely,  one 
^ hundred  and  fixty  miles  farther  up  the  river;  a 
place  which,  together  with  the  company’s  fettle- 
ment at  Calcutta,  were  the  emporiums  Of  their  com- 
merce for  the  whole  kingdom  of  Bengal.  Indeed 

• O O . 

Huguely  is  now  abandoned  by  the  Englilh,  and 
their  whole  trade  centres  at  Calcutta  or  Fort  Wil- 
liam, which  is  a regular  fortification,  containing 
lodgings  for  the  faclors  and  writers,  ftore-houfes  for 
the  company’s  merchandize,  and  magazines  for  their 
ammunition.  As  for  the  governor’s  houfe,  which 
likewife  Hands  within  the  fort,  it  is  one  of  the  moft 
regular  ftrudtures  in  all  India.  Befides  thefe  fettle- 
ments  along  the  fea-coafl:  of  the  peninfula,^  and  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  the  Englilh  Eaft-India 
company  pofTefs  certain  inland  fadories  and  pofts 
for  the  convenience  and  defence  of  their  commerce, 
either  purchafed  of  the  Nabobs  and  Rajahs,  or  con- 
quered in  the  coiirfe  of  the  war.  As  the  operations 
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^'e  propofe  to  record  were  confined  to  the  coaft  of  c h a p, 
Malabar  and  Coromandel,  or  the  interior  countries  ^ 

which  form  the  peninfula  intra  Gangem,  it  will  be 
iinneceiTary  to  deicribe  the  factory  at  Bencdolen,  on 
the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  or  any  fetdement  which  the 
Englifh  poiTefs  in  other  parts  of  the  Eafb-Indies. 

§ XIX.  In  order  to  underftand  the  military  tranf- 
a6lions  of  the  Englifh  company  in  India,  the  reader 
w'ill  take  notice,  that  immediately  after  the  peace  of 
Aix-la-Chapellc,  Monfieur  Dupleix,  who  com- 
manded for  the  French  in  that  country,  began  by 
his  intrigues  to  fow  the  feeds  of  dilTenfion  among 
the  nabobs,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  fifli 
in  troubled  waters.  Nizam  Almuluck,  the  Mogul’s 
viceroy  of  Decan,  having  the  right  of  nominating  a 
governor  of  the  Carnatick,  now  more  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  ap- 
pointed Anaverdy  Khan  to  that  office,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-five.  The 
viceroy  dying  was  fucceeded  in  his_  viceroyalty  or 
fubaffiip,  by  his  fecond  fon  Nazirzing,  whom  the 
Mogul  confirmed.  He  was  oppofed  in  his  preten- 
fions  by  his  ov/n  coufm  Muzapherzing,  who  had 
recourfe  to  the  affiftance  of  M.  Dupleix,  and  ob- 
tained from  him  a reinforcement  of  Europeans  and 
artillery,  in  confideration  of  many  prefents  and  pro- 
mifes,  which  he  fulfilled  in  the  fequel.  Thus  re- 
inforced, and  joined  by  one  Chunda  Saib,  an  a6live 
Indian  chief,  he  took  the  field  againft  his  kinfmaii 
Nazirzing,  who  was  fupported  by  a body 'of  Eng- 
lifla  troops  under  Colonel  Laurence.  The  French, 
dreading  an  engagement,  retired  in  the  night  j and 
Muzapherzing,  feeing  himfelf  abandoned  by  all  his 
own  troops,  appealed  to  the  clemency  of  his  coufm, 
who  fpared  his  life,  bur  detained  him  as  a State 
priioner.  In  this  fituation,  he  formed  a confpiracy 
agiinft  his  kinfman  s life,  with  Nazirzing’s  prime 
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BOOK  encouraged  in  their  fcheme  by  Dupleix  and  Chunda 
Saib,  who  had  retired  to  Pondicherry.  Thus  ftL 
mulated,  they  murdered  Nazirzing  in  his  camp, 
and  proclaimed  Muzapherzing  viceroy  of  Decan. 
In  the  tents  of  the  murdered  viceroy  they  found  an 
immenfe  treafure,  of  v/hich  a great  fhare  fell  to 
M.  Dupleix,  whom  Muzapherzing  the  ufurpcr  at 
this  time  affociated  in  the  government.  By  virtue 
of  this  aiTociation  the  Frenchman  affumed  the  ftate 
and  formalities  of  an  eaftern  Prince;  and  he  and 
his  colleague  Muzapherzing  appointed  Chunda  ^iaib 
Nabob  of  Arcot ; Anaverdy  Khan,  the  late  Nabob, 
had  been,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  defeated  and  fiain  by  Muzapherzing 
and  Chunda  Saib,  with  the  alTiftance  of  their  French 
auxiliaries ; and  his  fon  Mahommed  Ali  Khan  had 
put  hirnfelf  under  the  protecfion  of  the  Englilli  at 
Madras,  and  was  confirmed  by  Nazarzing,  as  his 
father’s  fucceffor  in  the  Nabobfhip,  or  government 
of  Arcot.  I'his  government,  therefore,  was  dif- 
puted  between  Mahommed  Ali  Khan,  appointed 
by  the  legal  viceroy  Nazirzing,  fupported  by  the 
Fmglifli  company,  and  Chunda  Saib,  nominated  by 
the  Lifurper  Muzapherzing,  and  protedfed  by  Diip- 
pleix,  who  commanded  at  Pondicherry.  Muza- 
pherzing did  not  long  furvive  his  ufurpation.  In 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-one, 
the  fame  Nabobs  who  had  promoted  him  to  his 
kinfman’s  place,  thinking  themfelves  ill  rewarded 
for  their  fervices,  fell  upon  him  fuddenly,  routed 
his  troops,  and  put  him  to  death  ; and  next  day  the 
chiefs  of  the  army  proclaimed  Sallabatzing,  brother 
to  Nazirzing,  viceroy  of  Decan  : on  the- other  hand, 
the  Mogul  appointed  Gauzedy  Khan,  who  was  the 
elder  brother  to  Sallabatzing:  and  this  Prince  con- 
firmed Mahommed  Ali  Khan  in  the  government  of 
Arcot:  but  the  affairs  of  the  Mogul’s  court  were 
then  in  fuch  confufion,  that  he  could  not  fpare  an 
•irrny  to  fupport  die  nomination  lie  had  made. 

2 Chunda-- 


G E '6  k G fe  it. 

Cliiinc^ia  'Saib,  Nabob  of  Arcot,  having  been  de- 
pofed  by  the  Great  Mogul,  who  placed  Anaverdy 
Khan  in  his  room,  he  refolved  to  recover  his  go- 
vernment by  force,  arid  had  recoUrfe  to  the  French 
General  at  Pondicherryj  who  reinforced  him  with  two 
thoufand  fepcys,  dr  foldiers  of  the  country,  fixty 
caffrees,*  and  four  hundred  and  twenty  French 
troops,  on  condition  that,  if  he  proved  fuccefsful 
in  this  enterprife,  he  fhoukl  cede  to  the  French  the 
town  of  Velur,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pondicherry, 
with  its  dependencies,  confiding  of  forty- five  vil- 
lages; Thus  reinforced,  he  defeated  his  rival 
Anaverdy  Khan,  who  loft  his  life  in  the  engagement, 
reaftiimed  the  government  of  Arcot,  and  punc- 
tually performed  the  conditions  wKich  had  been  fti- 
pulated  by  his  French  allies. 

§ XX.  Mahommed  All  Khan,  at  the  death  of 
his  father,  had  fled  to  Tiruchirapalli  and  folli- 
cited  the  afliftance  of  the  Eriglifh,  who  favoured  hint 
with  a re-inforcement  of  money,  men,  and  ammu- 
nition, under  the  condudl  of  Major  Laurence,  a 
brave  and  experienced  officer.  By  dint  of  this  fup- 
ply,  he  gained  fome  advantages  over  the  enemy, 
who  were  obliged  to  retreat ; but  no  decifive  blow 
was  given.  MahomiPied  afterwards  repaired  in  per- 
fon  to  Fort  St.  David’s,  to  demand  more  pow'erfu). 
fuccours,  alledging  that  his  fate  was  connedted  with 
the  intereft  of  the  Englifh  company,  which  in  time 
would  be  obliged  to  abandon  the  whole  coaft,  fhould 
they  allow  the  enemy  to  proceed  in  their  conquefts. 
In  confequence  of  thefe  rcprefentationsj  he  received 
another  ftrong  reinforcement,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Cope ; but  nothing  of  importance  was 
aftempted,  and  the  Englifh  auxiliaries  retired. 
Then  Mahommed  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who 
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BOOK  obtained  a complete  vidtory  over  him.  Finding  it 
^ , impoffible  to  maintain  his  footing  by  his  own 

,7^^'fi:rength,  he  entered  into  a clofe  alliance  with  the 
Englifh,  and  ceded  to  them  fome  commercial 
points,  which  had  been  long  in  difpiite.  Then  they 
detached  Captain  Cope  to  put  Tiruchirapalli  in  a 
poflure  of  defence ; while  Captain  de  Gingins,  a 
Swifs  officer,  marched  at  the  head  of  four  hundred 
Europeans  to  the  Nabob’s  affiftance.  The  two 
armies  being  pretty  equal  in  ftrength,  lay  encamped 
in  fight  of  each  other  a whole  month ; during  whicli 
nothing  happened  but  a few  fl'iirmiffics,  which  gene- 
rally terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the  Englilh 
auxiliaries.  In  order  to  make  a diverfion,  and  di- 
vide the  French  forces,  the  company  refolved  to 
fend  a detachment  into  the  province  of  Arcot;  and 
this  was  one  of  the  firft  occafions  upon  which  the 
extraordinary  talents  of  Mr.  Clive  were  difplayed. 
He  had  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft-India 
pompany  as  a wTiter,  and  was  confidered  as  a perfon 
very  indifferently  qualified  for  fuccceding  in  any 
civil  Ilation  of  life.  He  now  offered  his  fervice  in  a 
military  capacity,  and  adually  began  his  march  to 
Arcot,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  ten  Euro- 
peans, with  five  hundred  fepoys  '*■. 

§ XXL  Such  was  the  refolution,  fecrecy,  and  dif- 
patch  with  which  he  conduced  this  enterprife,  that 
the  enemy  knew  nothing  of  his  motions  until  he  was 
in  poffeffion  of  the  capital,  w'hich  he  took  without 
oppofition.  The  inhabitants,  expedling  to  be  plun- 
dered, offered  him  a large  fum  to  fpare  their  city  j 
but  they  derived  their  fecurity  from  the  generqfity 
and  diferetion  of  the  conqueror.  He  refufed  the 
proffered  ranfom,  and  iffued  a proclamation,  inti- 
mating, That  thofe  who  were  willing  to  remain  in 
their  houfes  fiiould  be  protedted  from  infults  and 
injury,  and  the  reft  have  leave  to  retire  with  all  their 

effeas, 
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effects,  except  provifionsj  for  which  lie  promifed  to  c h a p. 
pay  the  fuJl  value.  By  this  fage  condu6l  he  conci- 
hated  the 'afFeftions  of  the  people  fo  entirely,  that 
even  thofe  who  quitted  the  place  fupplied  him  with 
exact  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s  defigns,  when  he 
was  befieged  in  the  fequel.  The  town  w'as  in  a 
little  time  invefted  by  Raja  Saib,  Ton  of  Chunda 
Saib,  at  the  head  of  a numerous  army,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  the  fiege  were  conduced  by  European 
engineers.  Though  their  approaches  were  retarded 
by  the  ^’'repeated  and  refolute  fallies  of  Mr.  Clive, 
they  at  length  effe6led  two  breaches  fuppofed  to  be 
pradticable ; and  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  1751,  gave  a general  affault.  Mr.  Clive, 
having  received  intimiation  of  their  defign,  had 
made  fuch  preparations  for  their  reception,  that  they 
were  repul  fed  in  every  quarter  with  great  lofs,  and 
obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  with  the  utmoft  precipita- 
tion. 

§ XXII.  This  gallant  Englifhman,  not  contented 
with  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  from  his  noble 
defence,  was  no  fooner  re-inforced  by  a detachment 
under  Captain  Kirkpatrick  from  Trichinopoly,  than 
he  marched  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  over- 
took in  the  plains  of  Arani.  There,  on  the  third 
day  of  December,  he  attacked  them  with  irrefiftible 
impetuofity ; and,  after  an  obftinate  difpute,  ob- 
tained a complete  victory  at  a very  fmall  expence. 

The  .forts  of  Timery,  Canjeveram,  and  Aranie^ 
furrendered  to  the  terrour  of  his  name,  rather  than 
to  the  force  of  his  arms  ; and  he  returned  to  Fort 
St.  David’s  in  triumph.  He  had  enjoyed  a very  few 
weeks  of  repofe,  when  he  was  fummoned  to  the  field 
by  frefh  incurfions  of  the  enemy.  In  the  beginnino- 
of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  he  marched  with  a fmall  detachment  to  Madras, 
where  he  was  joined  by  a reinforcement  from  Ben- 
gal, the  whole  number  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
Europeans,  and  alfembled  a body^^of  the  natives, 
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BOOK  that  he  might  have  at  lead  the  appearance  of  an 
, army.  With  thefe  he  proceeded  to  Koveripauk, 
9754,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Arcot,  where  he  found  the 
Frepch  and  Indians,  confiding  of  fifteen  hundred 
fepoys,  feventeen  hundred  horfe,  a body  of  natives, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans,  with  eight 
pieces  of  cannon.  Though  they  were  advantageoufly 
poded  and  entrenched,  and  the  day  was  already  far 
advanced,  Mr,  Clive  advanced  againd  them  with 
his  ufual  intrepidity ; but  the  vidlory  remained  for 
feme  time  in  iiifpence.  It  was  now  dark,  and  the 
battle  doubtful,  when  Mr.  Clive  fent  round  a de- 
tachment to  fall  on  the  rear  of  the  French  battery. 
This  attack  was  executed  vvith  great  refolution,  while 
the  Englifh  in  front  entered  the  entrenchments  with 
their  bayonets  fixed;  and,  though  very  little  tinc- 
tured with  difeipline,  difpiayed  the  fpirit  and  adlivity 
of  hardy  veterans.  This  double  attack  difconcerted 
the  enemy  in  fuch  a manner,  that  they  foon  defifted 
from  all  oppofition.  A confiderable  carnage  en- 
fued ; yet  the  greater  part  of  the  enemy,  both  horfe 
and  foot,  faved  themfelvcs  by  flight,  under  cover  of 
the  darknefs.  ' The  French,  to  a man,  threw  down 
their  arms,  and  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war  I and  all  the  cannon  and  baggage  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  vidtor. 

§ XXIII.  The  province  of  Arcot  being  thus 
cleared  of  the  enemy,  Mr.  Clive  with  his  forces  re- 
turned to  Fort  St.  David’s,  where  he  found  Major 
Laurence  jufl  arrived  from  England  to  take  upon 
him  the  command  of  the  troops  in  the  Company’s 
fervice.  On  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  this  offi- 
cer, accompanied  by  Mr.  Clive,  took  the  fields  and 
was  joined  by  Captain  de  Gingins  at  Tirychirapalli. 
From  hence  he  detached  Mr.  Clive,  with  four  hun- 
dred European  foldiers,  a few  Mahratta  horfe,  and 
a body  of  Sepoys,  to  cut  off  the  enemy’s  retreat  to 
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Pondicherry.  In  the  courfe  of  this  expedition  he  C H A P, 
diflodged  a ftrong  body  of  the  foe  ported  at  Sarnia-  ^ 

veram,  and  obliged  Chunda  Saib  to  throw  a body 
of  troops  into  a rtrong  fortified  temple,  or  pagoda, 
upon  the  river  Koleroon,  which  was  immediately  in- 
verted. The  commanding  officer,  in  attempting  to 
cfcape,  was  fiain  with  fome  others,  and  the  rert  fur- 
rendered  at  difcretion.  They  were  rtill  in  porteffion 
of  another  fortified  temple,  which  he  alfo  befieged 
in  form,  and  reduced  by  capitulation.  Having  fub- 
dued  thefe  forts,  he  marched  diredlly  to  Volconda, 
whither  he  underrtood  the  French  commander 
D’Anteuil  had  retired.  He  found  that  officer  en- 
trenched in  a village,  from  whence  he  drove  him 
with  precipitation,  and  made  himfelf  marter  of  the 
French  cannon.  The  enemy  attempted  to  fave 
themfelves  in  a neighbouring  fort ; but  the  gates 
being  ffiut  againrt  them  by  the  governor,  who  was 
apprehenfive  that  they  would  be  followed  pell-mell 
by  the  Englifii,  Mr.  Clive  attacked  them  with  great 
fury,  and  made  a confiderable  flaughter:  but  his 
humanity  being  rtiocked  at  this  carnage,  he  fent  a 
flag  of  truce  to  the  vanquiflied,  with  terms  of  capi- 
tulation, which  they  readily  embraced.  Thefe  ar- 
ticles imported.  That  D’Anteuil,  and  three  other 
officers,  fnould  remain  prifoners  on  parole  for  one 
year;  that  the  garrifon  fiiould  be  exchanged,  and 
the  money  and  rtores  be  delivered  to  the  Nabob 
whom  the  Englifli  fupported. 

§ XXIV.  During  thefe  tranfadtions  Chunda  Saib 
lay  encamped  with  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men 
at  Syrinham,  an  ifland  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ti- 
ruchirapalli,  which  he  longed  eagerly  to  poflefs. 

Hither  Major  Laurence  marched  with  his  Indian 
allies  and  took  his  meafurcs  fo  well,  that  the  ene- 
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my’s  provifions  were  entirely  intercepted.  Chnnda 
, Saib,  in  attempting  to  fly,  was  taken  prifoner  by  the 
Nabob  ofTanjore,  an  ally  of  the  Englifli  company, 
who  ordered  his  head  to  be  ftruck  off,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  difpntes  which  otherwife  would  have 
arifen  among  the  captors  *.  The  main  body  of  the 
army  being  attacked  by  Major  Laurence,  and  totally 
defeated,  the  ifland  of  Syrinham  was  furrendered, 
and  about  a thoufand  European  French  foldiers, 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  Law,  nephew  to  the 
famous  Law  who  fchemed  the  MiflETippi  company, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  including  thirty 
ofiictrs,  with  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  ten  mor- 
tars. M.  Dupleix,  though  exceedingly  mortified  by 
this  difafler,  refolved  to  maintain  the  eaufe  which  he 
had  efpoufed.  He  proclaimed  Raja  Saib,  the  fon 
of  Chunda  Saib,  Nabob  of  Arcot;  and  afterwards 
pretended  that  he  himfelf  Jiad  received  from  the 
Mogul  fanids  or  commiflions,  appointing  him  go- 
vernor of  all  the  Carnatick,  from  the  river  Kriftnah 
to  the  fea : hut  thefe  fanids  appeared  in  the  fequel 
to  be  forged.  In  order  to  complete  the  comedy,  a 
fuppofed  meflfenger  from  Delhi  was  received  at  Pon- 
dicherry as  Ambaflador  from  the  Mogul.  Dupleix, 
mounted  on  an  elephant,  preceded  by  mufick  and 
dancing  women,  in  the  oriental  manner,  received  in 
publick  his  commifiion  from  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
' tended  AmbaflTador.  He  aflfedled  the  eaftern  ftate, 
kept  his  darbar  or  court,  where  he  appeared  fitting 
crofs-legged  on  a fopha,  and  received  prefents  as 
Prince  of  the  country  from  his  own  council,  as  well 

as 


to  fifteen  hundred  horfe  and  ten  thoufand  Infantry.  Topafles  are 
defcendants  from  the  Portuguefe.  TheMalirattas  are  native  Indians 
of  a very  nuinerous  and  povverfu!  nation,  which  hath  more  than  once 
given  law  to  the  Mogul. 

* Chunda  Saib  demanded  leave  of  the  Tanjore  General  to  pafs 
through  his  camp  to  Tanjore,  and  this  requeft  was  granted  j but, 
ii\rtead  of  being  allowed  to  pal's,  he  was  detained  prifoner,  and  as 
ti',e  Allies  could  not  agree  about  the  manner  in  which  he  Ihoiild  he 
dilpofed  of,  lome  of  tlie  Tanjore  officers,  of  thtif  own  accord,  ended 
the  difpute,  by  cutting  off  his  head. 
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as  from  the  natives.  In  the  mean  time,  hoftilities  CHAP, 
continiied.between  the  forces  of  the  two  companies,  ^ 

as  auxiliaries  to  the  contending  Nabobs.^  The  Eng- 
lifh,  under  Mapr  Kinnier,  made  an  unfuccefsfiil  at- 
tempt upon  Gingee,  a ftrong  town  fituated  to  the 
weft  of  Pondicherry.  Major  Laurence  defeated  a 
ftrong  body  of  French  and  natives,  commanded  by 
Dupleix’s  nephew,  M.  deKerjean,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Pondicherry,  and  took  him  prifoner,  toge- 
ther with  fifteen  officers ; after  this  fuccefs,  Mr.  Clive 
reduced  the  forts  of  Covelong  and  Chengalput,  the 
laft  very  ftrong,  fituated  about  forty  miles  to  the 
fouthward  of  Madras.  On  the  other  hand,  M.  Dii- 
pleix  intercepted  at  fea  Captain  Schaub,  with  his 
whole  Swlfs  company,  whom  he  detained  prifoners 
at  Pondicherry,  although  the  two  nations  were  not 
at  war  wffih  each  other.  During  thefe  tranfadfions 
Sallabatzing,  with  a body  of  French  under  M.  de 
Bulfy,  advanced  towards  x^urengabad,  which  was  the 
feat  of  government ; but  he  was  oppofed  by  a chief 
of  the  Mahrattas,  at  the  head  of  a numerous  army. 

In  the  mean  time,  Gawzedy  Khan,  the  elder  brother 
of  Sallabatzing,  whom  the  Mogul  had  appointed 
viceroy  of  Decan,  took  poffeffion  of  his  government 
at  Aurengabad,  where,  in  fourteen  days  after  his 
arrival,  he  was  poifoned  by  his  own  fifter.  The 
Mogul  immediately  appointed  his  fon  Schah  Abadin 
Khan  to  fucceed  his  father  j and  this  Prince  actually 
raifed  an  army  to  come  and  take  pofteffion  : but  the 
Mogul’s  affairs  requiring  his  prefence  at  Delhi,  he 
was  obliged  to  poftpone  his  defign,  fo  that  Salla- 
batzing  \Vas  left  without  a competitor,  and  made  a 
prefent  to  the  French  of  all  the  Englifh  fettlements' 
to  the  northward.  Thus  concluded  the  year  one  ' 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- two.  Next  cam- 
paign was  chiefly  confined  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Trichinopoly,  where  Major  Laurence  made  feveral 
vigorous  attacks  upon  the  enemy army,  and  ob- 
tained many  advantages,  which,  however,  did  not 
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BOOK  prove  decifive,  becaufe  he  was  fo  much  out-numbered 
^ that  he  could  never  follow  his  blow. 

§ XXV.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  Mogul 
was  depofed  by  his  General  Schah  Abadin  Khan,  the 
viceroy  of  Decan,  w'ho  raifed  to  the  throne  Allum 
Geer,  another  Prince  of  the  Blood.  In  the  fucceed- 
ing  year,  a negociation  was  fet  on  foot  by  Mr.  Saun- 
ders, governor  of  Madras,  and  M.  Dupleix;  and 
conferences  were  opened  at  Sadrafs,  a Dutch  fettle- 
ment  between  Pondicherry  and  Fort  St.  George: 
but  this  proved  abortive;  and  many  other  gallant 
efforts  were  made  by  Major  Laurence  in  the  terri- 
tory of  T richinopoly,  which  ftill  continued  to  be  the 
fcene  of  adlion.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Admiral 
Watfon  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  with  a 
fquadron  of  fhips  of  war,  having  on  board  a regi- 
ment commanded  by  Colonel  Aldercroon  : at  the 
fame  time  the  fhips  from  France  brought  over  to 
Pondicherry  the  Sieur  Godeheu,  commiffary-general 
and  governor-general  of  all  their  fettlements,  at 
whofe  arrival  Dupleix  departed  for  Europe.  The 
new  governor  immediately  wrote  a letter  to  Mr. 
Saunders,  profeffmg  the  mod  pacifick  inclinations, 
and  propofing  a fufpenfion  of  arms  between  the  two 
Companies,  until  their  difputes  could  be  amicably 
adjufted.  This  propofal  was  very  agreeable  to  the 
governor  and  council  at  Madras,  and  a ceffation  of 
arms  actually  took  place  in  the  month  of  Oclober, 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
four.  Deputies  being  fent  to  Pondicherry,  a provi- 
fional  treaty  and  truce  were  concluded,  on  condition 
that  neither  of  the  two  Companies  fhould  for  the 
future  interfere  in  any  difference  that  might  arife 
between  the  Princes  of  the  country.  The  other  ar- 
ticles related  to  the  places  and  fettlements  that 
ffould  be  retained  or  poffeffed  by  the  refpeflive 
Companies,  until  frefh  orders  relating  to  this  agree- 
ment fhould  arrive  from  the  Courts  of  London  and 
Verfailles,  tranfmitted  by  the  two  Eaft-India  Com- 
panies 
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pames  of  France  and  England.  Until  fuch  orders  chap. 
Ihould  arrive,  it  was  ftipulated  that  neither  nation  , 

fhould  be  allowed  to  procure  any  new  grant  or  cef- 
fion,  or  to  build  forts  for  the  defence  of  new  efta- 
lifnments ; and  that  they  fhould  not  proceed  to  any 
ceffion,  retroceffion,  or  evacuation  of  what  they  then 
pofiTeiTed ; but  every  thing  fhould  remain  on  the 
footing  of  uti  pqffidetis.  How  pacifick  foever  the 
fentiments  of  the  French  fubjedts  might  have  been 
at  this  period  in  the  Eafl-Indies,  certain  it  is,  the 
defigns  of  the  French  governors  in  America  were 
altogether  hoftile,  and  their  condu6t  haflening  towards 
a rupture,  which  kindled  up  a bloody  war  in  every 
divifion  of  the  globe. 

§ XXVI.  As  this  war  may  be  termed  a native  of 
America,  and  the  principal  feenes  of  it  were  a61:ed 
on  that  continent,  we  fliall,  for  the  information  of 
the  reader,  fketch  out  the  fituation  of  the  then  Bri- 
tifh  colonies  as  they  bordered  on  each  other,  and 
extended  along  the  fea  coaft,  from  the  gulf  of  St, 
Lawrence  as  far  fbuth  as  the  country  of  Florida. 

We  fliall  enumerate  the  Indian  nations  that  lie  feat- 
tered  about  their  confines,  and  delineate  the  manner 
in  which  the  French  hemmed  them  in  by  a furprifing 
line  of  fortifications.  Should  we  comprehend  Flud- 
fon’s-Bay,  with  the  adjacent  countries,  and  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland,  in  this  geographical  detail,  we 
might  affirm  that  Great-Britain  at  that  time  pof- 
feifed  a territory  along  the  fea-coaft,  extending  fe- 
venteen  hundred  miles  in  a dired  line,  from  the 
fixtieth  to  the  thirty-firft  degree  of  northern  lati- 
tude : but  as  thefe  two  countries  were  not  concerned 
in  this  difpute,  we  fhall  advance  from  the  north- 
ward to  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  gulf  of  St.  Lau- 
rence; and  beginning  with  Acadia  "or  Nova-Scotia, 
deferibe  our  fettlements,  as  they  lie  in  a foutherly 
diredion,  as  far  as  the  gulf  of  Florida.  This  o-reat 
trad  of  country,  ftretching  fifteen  degrees  of  lati- 
tude^  is  walked  on  the  call  by  the  Atlantick  ocean : 

the 
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BOOK  the  fovithern  boundary  is  Spanifli  Florida ; but  to 
,the  weftward  the  limits  are  uncertain,  feme  affirm- 


*754.  juri(di(5lion  of  the  colonies  penetrates 

through  the  whole  continent,  as  far  as  the  South- 
Sea;  while  othcr§^  with  more  moderation,  think 
they  are  naturally  bounded  by  the  river  Illionois 
that  runs  into  the  MilTiflippi,  and  in  a manner  con- 
neds  that  river  with  the  chain  of  lakes  known  by 
the  names  of  Michigan,  Huron,  Erie,  and  Ontario, 
the  three  firft  communicating  with  each  other,  and 
the  laft  difeharging  itfelf  into  the  river  St.  Laurence, 
which  running  by  Montreal  and  Quebeck  iffues  into 
the  bay  of  the  fame  denomination,  forming  the 
northern  boundary  of  Nova-Scotia.  The  French, 
who  had  no  legal  claim  to  any  lands  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  this  river,  neverthelefs,  with  an  infolence  of 
ambition  peculiar  to  themfelves,  not  only  extended 
their  forts  from  the  fource  of  the  St.  Laurence, 
through  an  immenfe  tra6t  of  that  country,  as  far  as 
the  MiffilTippi,  which  difembogues  itfelf  into  the  gulf 
of  Florida ; but  alfo,  by  a feries  of  unparalleled 
encroachments,  endeavoured  to  contra£h  the  Englilh 
colonies  within  fuch  narrow  limits  as  would  have  cut 
off  almoft  one  half  of  their  poffeffions.  As  we  have 
already  given  a geographical  defeription  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  and  mentioned  the  particulars  of  the  new 
fettle ment  of  Halifax,  we  fliall  now  only  obferve, 
that  it  is  furrounded  on  three  fides  by  the  fea,  the 
gulf,  and  river  of  St.  Laurence;  that  its  original 
boundary  to  the  weft  was  the  river  Pentagoet;  but 
it  is  'now  contradted  within  the  river  St.  Croix,  be- 
caufe  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  did,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  ftx  hundred  and  fixty-three,  grant  to 
the  Duke  of  York  the  territory  of  Sagadahack, 
ftretching  from  St.  Croix,  to  the  river  of  this  name ; 
which  was  in  the  fequel,  by  an  exprefs  charter  from 
the  Crown,  annexed  to  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
fett’s-Bay,  one  of  the  four  governments  of  New- 
England.  This  country,  fituated  next  to  Nova- 


Scotia, 
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Scotia,  lies  between  the  forty-firft  and  forty- fifth  c HA  P. 
deorees  of  north  latitude,  extending  near  three  hun- 
drSl  miles  in  length,  and  about  two  hundred  in  1754.. 
breadth,  if  we  bound  it  by  thole  tracts  which  the 
French  poffelfed : no  part  of  the  fettlements  of  this 
country,  however,  ftretches  above  fixty  miles  from 
the  fea.  The  fummer  is  here  intenfely  hot,  and  'the 
winter  proportionably  levere  : neverthelefs,  the  cli- 
mate is  healthy,  and  the  ll^y  generally  ferene.  The 
foil  is  not  favourable  to  any  of  the  European  kinds 
of  grain ; but  produces  great  plenty  of  maiz,  which 
the  people  bake  into  bread,  and  brew  into  beer, 
though  their  favourite  drink  is  made  of  melalfes 
hopped,  and  impregnated  with  the  tops  of  the  fpruce- 
hr,  which  is  a native  of  this  country.  The  ground 
raifes  good  flax  and  tolerable  hemp.  Here  are  great 
herds  of  black  cattle,  fome  of  them  very  large  in 
fize,  a vaft  number  of  excellent  hogs,  a breed  of 
fmall  horfes,  graceful,  fwift,  and  hardy ; and  large 
flocks  of  llieep,  whofe  wool,  though  not  fo  fine  as 
that  of  England,  is  manufaftured  with  great  fuccefs. 

§ XXVII.  New-England  is  compofed  of  the  four 
provinces  known  by  the  names  of  New-Hampfliire, 

' Maflachufett’s-Bay,  Bhode-lfland,  and  ConneClicut. 

It  is  bouncyed  on  the  fouth  by  New-York,  extending 
northerly,  on  bodi  Tides  of  the  river  Hudfon,  about 
two  hundred  miles  into  the  country  poflefled  by  the 
Indians  of  the  Five  Nations,  whom  the  French  dif- 
tinguifn  by  the  name  of  the  Irroquois;  but  in 
breadth  this  province  does  not  exceed  fifty  miles, 
though  it  comprehends  Long-Ifland,  lying  to  the 
fouthward  of  Connedicut.  The  capital,  which  de- 
rives from  the  province  the  name  of  New-York,  is 
fituated  on  an  excellent  harbour  in  the  ifland  of  Ma- 
nahatton,  extending  fourteen  miles  in  length,  and  five 
in  breadth,  at  the  mouth  of  the  noble  river  Hudfon, 
which  is  navigable  for  above  two  hundred  miles.  At  • 
tlie  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
New-York  hands  the  town  of  Albany,  upon  the  fame 

river. 
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BOOK  river.  In  this  place  all  the  treaties  and  other  trahl^ 
actions  were  negociated  between  the  Englifli  and  the 
Irroqiiois,  a confederacy  of  five  Indian  nations,  who, 
by  their  union,  courage,  and  military  fkill,  had  re- 
duced a erreat  number  of  other  Indian  tribes,  and  fub- 
dued  a territory  more  extenfive  than  the  whole  king- 
dom of  France.  They  were  about  fouidcore  years 
ago  able  to  bring  ten  thoufand  warriors  into  the  field} 
but  now  their  number  is  fo  greatly  diminifhed  by 
wars,  epidemical  difeafes,  and  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  that  they  cannot  raife  above  fifteen  hundred 
men,  even  though  they  have  admitted  into  their  con- 
federacy the  nation  of  the  Tufearoras,  whom  the 
Englifh  drove  from  the  confines  of  Carolina.  The 
Mohok  Indians  inhabit  the  country  advanced  from 
Albany.  The  northern  extremities  of  Nev/-Hamp-* 
fiiire  and  New- York  are  divided  by  the  lakes  Cham^ 
plain  and  Sacrament,  between  which  the  French  had 
' raifed  the  fort  of  Crown-Point. 

§ XXVIII.  Contiguous  to  New-York,  and  lying 
along  the  coaft,  in  a foutherly  diredion,  is  the  fmall 
province  of  New-Jerfey,  bounded  on  the  weft  by  the 
river  Delaware,  which  divides  it  from  Pennfylvania, 
extending  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length, 
but  in  breadth  not  more  than  one  third  of 'that  extent. 
The  climate,  foil,  and  produce  of  th  ,fe  two  pro- 
vinces, as  well  as  of  Pennfylvania,  are  ifmilar.  They 
yield  great  quantities  of  grain,  fneep,  horfes,  hogs, 
and  horned  cattle } all  kinds  of  poultry  and  game  in 
great  abundance ; vegetables  of  every  fort  in  perfec- 
tion, and  excellent  fruit,  particularly  peaches  and 
melons.  Their  vaft  forefts  abound  with  oak,  afh, 
beech,  chefnut,  cedar,  walnut-tree,  cyprefs,  hickery, 
faftafras,  and  pine } but  the  timber  is  not  counted  fo 
fit  for  Flipping  as  that  of  New-England  and  Nova- 
Scotia.  Theie  provinces  produce  great  quantities  of 
flax  and  hemp.  New-York  affords  mines  of  iron, 
and  very  rich  copper  ore  is  found  in  New-Jerfey. 
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§ XXIX.  Pennfylvania,  lying  to  the  foiithward  C 
of  New-York  and  New-Jerfey,  is  bounded  on  the  ^ 
other  fide  by  Maryland,  ftretcliing  two  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  in  length,  two  hundred  in  breadth, 
and  having  no  communication  with  the  fea,  except 
by  the  mouth  of  the  river  Delaware.  This  province 
was  originally  fettled  by  Quakers,  under  the  aufpices 
of  the  celebrated  William  Penn,  whofe  defcendants 
are  ftill  proprietaries  of  the  country.  Philadelphia, 
the  capital,  flands  on  a tongue  of  land,  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  two  navigable  rivers,  the  Delaware 
and  the  Schulkel,  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a regular 
oblong,  and  defigned  by  the  original  plan  to  extend 
from  the  one  to  the  other.  The  ftreets,  which  are 
broad,  fpacious,  and  uniform,  crofs  each  other  ac 
right  angles,  leaving  proper  fpaces  for  churches, 
markets,  and  other  publick  edifices.  The  Houfes 
are  neatly  built  of  brick,  the  quays  fpacious  and 
magnificent,  the  warehoufes  large  and  numerous, 
and  the  docks  commodious  and  well  contrived  for 
fliip-building.  Pennfylvania  is  underftood  to  ex- 
tend as  far  northerly  as  the  banks  of  the  lake  Erie, 
where  the  French  eredled  a fort.  They  alfo  raifed 
another  at  Ibme  diftance  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
Riviere-au-Beuf,  and  made  other  encroachments 
on  this  colony. 

§ XXX.  Adjoining  to  part  of  Pennfylvania,  on 
the  fea-coafl,  lies  the  province  of  Maryland,  a tradt 
of  land  fituated  along  the  bay  of  Chefapeak,  in 
length  about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  nearly 
of  the  fame  breadth,  bounded  on  the  north  bv  Penn- 
lylvania,  on  the  eaft  by  the  Atlantick  ocean,  ' and  by 
the  river  Potowmack  on  the  fouth.  This  country 
was  firft  planted  with  Roman  Catholicks  by  Lord 
Baltimore,  to  whom  Charles  II.  granted  it  by  patent- 
In  the  fequel,  however,  people  of  all  religions  were 
admitted  into  this  fettlement,  and  induDed  with 
liberty  of  confcience,  and  at  prefent  the^eignino- 
religion  h that  of  the  Englifh  church.  The  climate 
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K IS  very  fiiltry  in  fummer,  and  not  very  lakibrloiis^ 
The  foil  is  fruitful,  and  produces  a great  quantity 
of  tobacco,  which  the  people  cultivate  as  their  ftaple 
commodity.  The  feat  of  government  is  eflablillied 
at  Annapolis,  a fmall  town  beautifully  fituated  on 
the  river  Patuxent. 

§ XXXI.  Tracing  the  fea-coafl  ,{lill  foutherly, 
the  next  fettlement  is  Virginia,  watered  on  the  north 
by  the  river  Potowmack,  which  is  the  boundary 
between  this  and  the  colony  lall  defcribed,  having 
the  bay  of  Chefapeak  to  the  eaft,  bounded  on  the 
fouth  by  Carolina,  and  extending  weftward  without 
any  prefcribed  limits,  though  the  plantations  have 
reached  no  farther  than  the  great  Allegany  moun- 
tains ; fo  that  the  province,  as  now  pofTefled,  ftretches 
in  length  about  two  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and 
in  breadth  not  above  two  hundred,  lying  between 
the  fifty-fifth  and  fortieth  degrees  of  latitude.  In 
failing  to  Virginia,  navigators  fleer  through  a flrait 
formed  by  two  points,  called  the  Capes,  into  the 
bay  of  Chefapeak,  a large  inlet  that  runs  three  hun- 
dred miles  into  the  country  from  foiuh  to  north, 
covered  from  the  Atlantick  ocean  by  the  eaflern  fide 
of  Maryland,  and  a fmall  portion  of  Virginia  on  the 
fame  peninfula.  This  noble  bay  is  about  eighteen 
miles  broad  for  a confiderable  fpace,  and  feven  at 
its  naiTOwefl  part,  yielding  generally  nine  fathoms 
depth  of  water  ; on  both  fides  it  receives  many  navi- 
gable rivers,  thofe  on  the  Virginia  fide  being  known 
by  the  names  of  James-river,  York-river,  the  Rap- 
pahannock, and  Potowmack.  This  country,  efpe- 
cially  towards  the  lea,  lies  very  low  and  fwampy, 
.and  the  foil  is  extremely  fertile.  The  air  and  wea- 
ther arc  variable,  the  heats  of  fummer  excefiive,  the 
frofls  of  winter  fudden,  and  intenfely  cold  ; fo  that 
upon  the  whole,  the  climate  is  neither  very  agreeable 
nor  healthy,  the  people  being  particularly  fubjed 
to  agues  and  pleuretick  difoiders.  The  province 
abounds  with  vafl  forefls  of  timber : the  plains  are 
5 covered 
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covered  with  a furprifing  luxuriancy  of  vegetables,  c HA  P* 
flowers,  and  flowering  flirubs,  diftufing  the 
delicious  fragrance.  The  ground  yields  plenty  of 
corn,  and  every  fort  of  fruit  in  great  abundance  and 
perfection.  Florned  cattle  and  hogs  have  here  mul- 
tiplied to  admiration,  fince  they  were  firfl  imported 
from  Europe.  The  animals,  natives  of  this  and 
the  neighbouring  countries,  are  deeiy  panthers  or 
tigers,  bears,  wolves,  foxes,  fquirrels,  racoons,  and 
creatures  called  opofllims,  with  an  infinite  variety 
of  beautiful  birds,  and  a diverfity  of  ferpents,  among 
which  the  rattlefnake  is  the  moft  remarkable. 

§ XXXII.  Virginia  is  bounded  to  the  fouth  by 
the  two  Carolinas,  fituated  between  the  forty-fixth 
and  thirty-firft  degrees  of  latitude  ; the  length 
amounting  to  upwards  of  four  hundred  miles,  and 
the  breadth  extending  near  three  hundred,  as  far 
as  the  Indian  nations  called  the  Catawbas,  the 
Creeks,  and  Cherokees.  The  country  of  Carolina 
is  divided  into  two  governments,  of  which  the  mofl: 
northern  is  the  mofl:  inconfiderable.  The  climate 
in  both  is  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  foil : the  firfl  is 
warm,  though  not  unhealthy  ; the  lafl  extremely 
fertile,  yielding  eyery  thing  in  plenty  which  is  pro- 
duced in  Virginia,  befides  abundance  of  excellent 
oranges,  and  fome  commodities  v/hich  are  not  found 
to  the  northward.  North-Carolina,  though  not  fo 
opulent,  is  more  populous  than  the  fouthern  part* 

The  colonifts  of  North-Carolina  carry  on  a confi- 
derable  traffick  in  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  flaves,  ' 
Ihingles,  lumber,  corn,  peas,  pork,  and  beef,  to- 
bacco, deer-fldns,  indigo,  wheat,  rice,  bees-wax, 
tallow,  bacon,  and  hog’s  lard,  cotton,  and  fquared 
timber,  live  cattle,  with  the  fkins  of  beaver,  racoon, 
fox,  minx,  wild-cat,  and  otter,  South-Carolina  is 
much  better  cultivated ; the  people  are  more  civi- 
lifed,  and  the  commerce  more  important.  The 
capital  of  this  province,  called  Charles-Town,  is 
finely  fituated  at  the  confluence  of  two  navi<^able 
VoL.  Ill,  E e rivers. 
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BOOK  rivers,  having  the  advantage  of  a commodious 
III.  harbour.  Their  trade,  exclufive  of  the  articles  we 
have  already  mentioned  as  common  to  this  govern- 
jiient  and  that  of  North- Carolina,  confifls  of  two 
chief  ftaple  commodities,  rice  and  indigo,  which 
they  cultivate  with  great  fuccefs ; and  they  have 
likewife  made  fome  progrefs  in  the  culture  of  filk. 

§ XXXIII.  The  moft  fouthern  of  all  our  fettle- 
ments  on  this  coaft  is  Georgia,  extending  about 
(ixty  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  along  the  fea-Hiore; 
but  widening  in  the  inland  parts  to  above  one  hun- 
cired  and  fifty,  and  ftretching  almofl  three  hundred 
from  the  fea  to  the  Apalachian  mountains.  This 
country  differs  very  little  from  that  of  South-Caro- 
iina,  with  which  it  borders ; yet  the  fummer  is  here 
more  hot,  and  the  foil  not  fo  fertile.  Savannah, 
the  capital,  ftands  commodioufly  for  trade,  about 
ten  miles  from  the  fea,  on  a river  of  the  fame  name, 
navigable  with  large  boats  two  hundred  miles  farther 
up  to  the  fecond  town,  called  Aiigufla,  a place  that 
flour i Hies  by  the  Indian  trade  of  flcins,  which  the 
inhabitants  carry  on  wdth  their  neighbours  the 
Creeks,  the  Chickefaws,  and  the  Cherokees,  who 
are  the  moft  numerous  and  powerful  tribes  in  Ame- 
rica. Georgia  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  river 
Attamaha,  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  Spanilh 
fort  of  St.  Auguftin. 

§ XXXIV".  Having  thus  exhibited  a fucchd 
view  of  the  Britifli  colonies  in  North- America,  for 
the  information  of  the  reader,  we  fl^all  now  relume 
the  thread  of  our  hiftory,  and  particularife  the  tranf- 
actions  by  which  the  prefent  year  was  diftinguiflied 
on  this  extenfive  continent.  The  government  of 
England  having  received  nothing  but  evafive  anfvvers 
from  the  court  of  France,  touching  the  complaints 
that  were  made  of  die  encroachments  in  America, 
difpatched  orders  to  all  the  Governors  of  that  coun- 
try to  repel  force  by  force,  and  drive  the  French 
from  their  fettleraents  on  the  river  Ohio.  Accord- 
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ingiy,  the  provinces  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania  c ha  P. 
took  this  important  affair  into  their  confideration ; . _ .1  j 

but  while  they  deliberated,  the  French  vigorouQy  xys^. 
profecuted  their  defigns  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
.mountains.  They  furprized  Log's- town,  which  the 
Virginians  had  built  upon  the  Ohio ; made  them- 
felves  mailers  of  the  Block-houfe  and  Truck-houle, 
where  they  found  Ikins  and  other  commodities  to 
the  amount  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  and  dellroyed 
all  the  Britifh  traders,  except  two  who  found  means 
to  efcape.  At  the  fame  time,  M.  de  Contrecoeur, 
with  a thoufand  men,  and  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon, 
arrived  in  three  hundred  canoes  from  \ enango,  a 
‘fort  they  had  raifed  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and 
reduced  by  furprize  a Britifh  fort  which  the  Virgi-  , 
nians  had  built  on  the  forks  of  the  Monangahela, 
that  runs  into  the  fame  river. 

§ XXXV.  Thefe  hoftilities  were  followed  by 
divers  fkirmifhes  between  the  people  of  the  two  na- 
tions, which  were  fought  with  various  fuccefs.  At 
length  the  Governors  of  the  Englilh  fettlements  re- 
ceived orders  from  England  to  form  a political  con- 
federacy, for  their  mutual  defence : and  the  Go- 
vernor of  New-York  was  dire6led  to  confer  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  with  a view  to  detach 
them  from  the  French  intereft  by  dint  of  promifes 
and  prefents  of  value,  fent  over  for  that  purpofe.  A 
congrefs  was  accordingly  appointed  at  Albany,  to 
which  place  the  Governor  of  New-York  repaired, 
accompanied  by  Commiffioners  from  all  the  other 
BritiHi  fettlements  ^ but  a very  fmall  number  of 
Indians  arrived,  and  even  thefe  feemed  to  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  advances  and  exhortations  that  were 
made  by  the  Englifh  orator.  The  truth  is,  the 
French  had  artfully  weaned  them  from  their  attach- 
ment to  the  fubjeds  of  Great-Britain.  Nevertheiefs, 
they  accepted  the  prefents,  renewed  their  treaties 
with  the  King  ol  England,  and  even  demanded  his 
affillance  in  driving  the  French  from  the  pofts  and 

E e 2 poffeffions 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

poflenions  they  had  ufiirped  within  the  Indian  ter- 
ritories. It  was  in  confequence  of  the  meafures  here 
taken,  that  Colonel  Wailiington  was  detached  from 
Virginia  with  four  hundred  men,  and  occupied  a 
poll  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Ohio,  where  he  threw 
up  fome  w'orks,  and  eredted  a kind  of  occafional 
fort,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  defend  himfelf  in  that 
fituation,  until  he  fnoiild  be  joined  by  a reinforce- 
jnent  fro*m  New- York,  which,  however,  did  not 
arrive. 

§ XXXVI.  'V^hile  he  remained  in  this  fituation, 
De  Viller,  a French  commander,  at  the  head  of 
nine  hundred  men,  beins;  on  his  march  to  diflodge 
Wafliington,  detached  one  Jamonville,  an  inferior 
officer,  with  a fmall  party,  and  a formal  fnmmons 
to  Colonel  Wafnington,  requiring  him  to  quit  the 
fort,  which  he  pretended  was  built  on  ground  be- 
longing to  the  French,  or  their  allies.  So  little 
regard  was  paid  to  this  intimation,  that  the  Englilli 
fell  upon  this  party,  and,  as  the  French  affirm,  with- 
out the  lead  provocation,  either  Hew  or  took  the 
whole  detachment.  De  Viller,  incenfed  at  thefe 
unprovoked  hoftilities,  marched  up  to  the  attack, 
which  Waffiington  for  fome  time  fuflained  under 
manifold  difadvantages.  At  length,  however,  he 
lurrendered  the  fort  upon  capitulation,  for  tlae  per- 
formance of  wiiich  he  left  two  officers  as  hoftages  in 
the  hands  of  the  French ; and  in  his  retreat  was  ter- 
ribly harraffed  by  the  Indians,  who  plundered  his 
baggage,  and  maffacred  his  people.  This  event 
was  no  fooner  known  in  England,  than  the  Britifh 
Ambaffador  at  Paris  received  directions  to  complain 
of  it  to  the  French  miniftry,  as  an  open  violation 
of  the  peace  ; but  this  reprefentation  had  no  effeff. 

§ XXXVII.  Both  nations  by  this  time  forefaw 
that  a rupture  would  be  inevitable,  and  each  refolved 
to  make  fuitable  preparations.  France  continued  to 
fend  reinforcements  of  men,  and  fupplies  of  ammu- 
nition to  Quebeck,  for  the  profecution  of  her  am- 
e bitious 
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bitlous  projefts  ; and  the  miniftry  of  Great-Britain  CHAP, 
tranfmitted  faliitary  cautions  to  the  Governors  of  the  , 

provinces  in  North-Annerica,  exhorting  them  to 
join  their  endeavours  for  repelling  the  incurfions  of 
the  enemy.  Such  an  union  as  Teemed  necelEiry  for 
their  common  prefervation  was  not  eafily  effected. 

The  different  colonies  were  divided  by  different 
views  and  interefts,  both  religious  and  political : 
befides,  every  fettlement  was  dlftradled  into  factions, 
foriued  by  the  governor  and  the  demagogues  of 
the  aflembly : in  other  words,  an  oppofition  like 
that  in  Parliament,  and  a continual  ftruggle  between 
the  liberties  of  the  people  and  the  prerogative  of  the 
proprietor,  whether  fovereign  or  fubje6l.  Mr.  Din^ 
widdie,  Governor  of  Virginia,  having  demanded  a 
certain  pcrquifite  or  fee  for  every  patent  he  ihould 
pafs  for  land,  the  affembly  voted  his  demand  illegal, 
arbitrarvj  and  oppreffive.  They  declared,  that  every 
man  who  paid  it  fliould  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  his 
country^  and  fent  over  an  agent  to  London,  to  fol- 
licit  the  fuppreffion  of  this  impofition.  Therepre- 
lentatives  of  the  people  in  Pennfylvania  wafted  the 
time  in  vain  deliberations  and  violent  difputes  with 
their  proprietors,  while  the  enemy  infefted  their 
frontiers.  The  colony  of  Ne>v-York  was  filled  with 
difcontent  and  animolity.  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn,  who 
had  been  appointed  Governor  of  this  province,  died 
immediately  after  his  arrival  at  New- York,  and  the 
inftructions  he  had  received  were  expofed  to  publick 
cenfure.  The  preamble  inveighed  feverely  againft 
the  want  of  duty,  allegiance,  loyalty,  and  unanTmity 
which  had  lately  appeared  fo  notorious  in  the  affem- 
bly of  that  province,  who  had  violated  the  royal 
coimmiffion  and  inftruftions,  by  affuming  to  them- 
felves  the  power  to  difpofe  of  publick  mSiey  in  the 
laws  which  they  had  occafionally  paffed.  This  gen- 
tleman was,  therefore,  direaed  to  infift  upon^the 
reformation  of  all  thoTe  publick  abufes,  and  upon 
the  eftablilnment  of  a certain  fupply  for  the  fervice 
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BOOK  of  the  government,  as  welh  as  upon  the  fettlement 

, ^ of  a falary  for  himfelf.  Moreover,  his  Majefty,  in 

17^^,  thefe  ihftru6tions,  fignified  his  will  and  pleafiire, 
That  all  money  raifed  for  the  fupply  and  fupport  of 
government,  or  upon  any  emergency  for  immediate 
fervice,  Ihould  be  difpofed  of  and  applied  properly 
to  the  ufe  for  which  it  might  be  granted,  by  warrant 
from  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  council  of  the  province,  and  no 
otherwife : That,  neverthelefs,  the  aflembiy  Ihould 
be  permitted,  from  time  to  time,  to  view  and  exa- 
mine the  accounts  of  money  difpofed  of,  by  virtue 
of  laws  which  they  had  enabled  : That  if  any  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  or  officer  holding  place  of  truft 
or  profit  within  the  government,  ffiould,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  give  his  affient  to,  or  in  any  wife 
advife  or  concur  with  the  affembly  in  paffing  any 
adii  or  vote,  whereby  the  royal  prerogative  might  be 
lefPened  or  impaired,  or  any  money  be  raifed  or  dif- 
pofed of  for  the  publick  fervice,  contrary  to  or  in- 
confiflent  with  the  method  prefcribed  by  thefe  in- 
ftriidlions,  the  Governor  ffiould  forthwith  remove  or 
iiifpend  fuch  counfellor  or  officer  fo  offending,  and 
give  an  immediate  account  of  his  proceedings  to  the 
Commiffioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations.  Thefe 
were  peremptory  injundtions,  which  plainly  proved 
that  the  miniftry  was  determined  to  fupport  the  pre- 
rogative wdch  a high  hand  ; but  it  mnfl  be  owned, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  abundance  of  provocation  had 
been  given,  by  the  infolent  oppofition  of  fome  tur- 
bulent individuals,  who  had  exerted  all  their  influ- 
ence in  difturbing  and  diftreffing  the  views  and  defigns 
of  the  government.  While  the  Britifh  colonies  in 
America  were,  by  thefe  divifions,  in  a great  mea- 
lui’e  dilabled  from  making  vigorous  efforts  againft 
the  common  enemy,  the  adminiftration  at  home 
began  to  exert  itfelf  for  their  defence.  Officers  were 
appointed  for  two  regiments,  confifling  of  two  bat- 
talions each,  to  be  raifed  in  America,  and  com- 
manded 
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manded  by  Sir  William  Pepperel  and  Governor  C ha  P. 
Shirley,  who  had  enjoyed  the  fame  command  in  , d . 
the  laft  war ; and  a body  of  troops  was  deftined  for 
the  lame  fervicc. 

§ XXXVllI.  The  moft  remarkable  incident  that 
marked  this  year,  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  was 
the  conveiTion  of  the  Elereditary  Prince  of  Heffe 
Caffel,  who  had  efpoiifed  the  Princefs  Mary  of  Eng- 
land. He  now  declared  himfelf  a Roman  Catholick, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  cajoled  to  this  pro- 
feflion  by  the  promifes  of  certain  powers,  who 
flattered  his  ambition,  in  order  to  weaken  the  Pro- 
teftant  interefl:  in  Germany.  His  father,  though 
deeply  alfeded  by  his  fon’s  apoftacy,  did  not  fail  to 
take  immediate  meafures  for  preventing  the  evil 
confequences  which  might  otherwife  have  flowed 
from  his  defe61;ion.  He  forthwith  alTembled  the 
States  of  che  Landgraviate,  in  order  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  might  appear  necelTary  to  maintain  the 
religion,  laws,  and  conftitution  of  the  country  ; and 
the  Prince  was  laid  under  certain  reftridions,  which 
he  did  not  find  it  an  eafy  tafk  to  fet  afide.  It  was 
enaded,  that  when  the  Regency  Ihould  devolve  to 
him  by  fucceffion,  he  Ihould  not  have  it  in  his  power 
to  alter  the  eftabliflied  laws,  or  grant  any  church  to 
perfons  of  the  Roman  communion,  for  the  publick 
exercife  of  their  religion;  and  that  he  fhould  be 
excluded  from  all  fhare  in  the  education  of  his  fons, 
the  eldefl:  of  whom  fhould  be  put  in  pofTelTion  of  the 
country  of  Hanau  upon  his  father’s  accelTion  to  the 
Regency  of  the  Landgraviate.  Thefe  refolutions 
were  guaranteed  by  the  Kings  of  Prufiia  and  Den- 
mark, by  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  the  Eyangelick 
Body  of  the  Empire. 

§ XXXIX.  The  exile  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris, 
far  from  having  intimidated  the  other  tribunals  from 
performing  what  they  apprehended  to  be  their  duty, 
ferved  only  to  inflame  the  difcontents  of  the  people, 
and  to  animate  all  the  courts  of  jiiflice  to  a full  ex- 
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ii  o o K ertion  of  their  authority.  The  Chatelet  continued  to 
profecute  thofe  priefts  who  refufed  the  facramcnt  to 
2 7^^.  perfons  whofe  confciences  would  not  allow  them  to 
fubfcribe  to  the  bull  Unigenitus,  even  after  three  of 
their  members  were  fent  to  the  Baflile.  The  fame 
profecutions  %vere  carried  on,  and  bold  remonftrances 
publifhed  by  the  Parliaments  of  Aix  and  Rouen.  In 
a word,  the  whole  kingdom  was  filled  with  fucK 
confufion  as  threatened  a total  fuppreffion  of  juftice, 
in  a general  fpirit  of  diftffedtion,  and  imiverfal 
anarchy.  The  prelates,  mean  while,  feemed  to 
triumph  in  the  combuftion  they  Itad  raifed.  They 
entered  into  affociations  to  fupport  each  other  : they 
intrigued  at  court,  and  harrafied  the  King  with  in- 
folent  declarations,  till  he  grew  tired  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  opened  his  eyes  to  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  of  their  pride  and  obftinacy.  He  even  took 
an  opportunity  of  exhorting  the  ArchbiHiop  of  Pa- 
ris to  a6t  more  fuitabiv  to  the  characler  of  a cler»r- 
man.  He  recalled  the  Parliament  from  exile,  and 
they  returned  in  triumph,  am-idft  the  acclamations 
of  the  people,  who  celebrated  their  arrival  at  Paris 
with  the  molt  extravagant  demonftrations  of  joy ; 
and  the  xArchbilhop,  notv/ithflanding  the  King’s 
exprefs  declaration  to  the  contrary.  Hill  perfifting  in 
countenancing  the  recufant  priefts,  was  banifhed  to 
Conflans-fous-Charenton. 

XL.  In  Spain,  the  intereft  of  Great-Britain 
was  fo  w^annly  efpoufed,  and  fo  powerfully  fupported 
by  Mr.  Wall,  who  had  been  rehdent  in  Eingland, 
that  the  Pftench  party,  though  countenanced  by  the 
(^leen- mother,  and  fuftained  with  all  the  influence 
of  the  Marquis  de  la  Enfenada,  the  prime  minifter, 
was  totally  defeated.  The  King  being  convinced, 
that  it  would  be  for  the  intereft  of  his  fubjeds  to 
live  on  good  terms  with  England,  and  well  apprized 
of  Enfenada’s  intrigues,  ordered  that  minifter  to  be 
arrefted  and  confined,  and  beftowed  upon  Mr.  Wall 
the  beft  part  of  his  employments.  Neverthelefs, 
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the  Spaniards  in  the  Weft-Indies  continued  to  op-  ( 
prefs  the  fubjedts  of  Great-Britain,  employed  in 
cutting  logwood  in  the  bay  of  tionduras ; and  re- 
prefentations  on  this  head  being  made  to  the  court 
of  Madrid,  the  difpute  was  amicably  adjufted  be- 
tween Mr.  Wall  and  Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  the  Bri- 
tifii  Ambaftador.  While  the  intereft  of  Britain  thus 
triumphed  in  Spain,  it  feemed  to  lofe  ground  at  the 
court  of  Lifbon.  His  Portuguefe  xMajefty  had 
form.ed  vaft  projedlis  of  an  active  commerce,  and 
even  eftabliftied  an  Eaft-India  company : in  the 
mean  time  he  could  not  help  manifefting  his  chagrin 
at  the  great  quantities  of  gold  which  were  yearly 
exported  from  -his  dominions,  as  the  balance  due 
from  his  fubjedts  on  Englidi  com.modities.  In  his 
endeavours  to  check  this  traffick,  which  he  deemed 
fo  detrimental  to  his  fubjedls,  he  inflidted  hardlhips 
on  the  Britifh  merchants  fettled  at  Lifbon : fome 
were  imprifoned  on  frivolous  pretences ; others  de- 
j)rived  of  their  property,  and  obliged  to  quit  the 
kingdom.  He  infifted  upon  laying  an  impofition 
of  two  per  cent,  on  all  the  Portuguele  gold  that 
fhould  be  exported;  but  the  profits  of  the  trade 
would  not  bear  Inch  an  exaction.  Mean  while, 
there  being  a fcarcity  of  corn  in  Portugal,  the  king- 
dom was  fupplied  from  England  ; and  the  people 
having  nothing  but  gold  to  purchafe  this  neceftary. 
fupply,  the  King  faw  the  neceffity  of  conniving  at 
the  exportation  of  his  coin,  and  the  trade  reverted 
into  its  former  channel. 

§ XLI.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  Novemiber  the- 
King  of  Great-Britain  opened  the  felfton  of  Parlia- 
ment with  an  harangue,  which  intimated  nothing  of 
an  approaching  rupture.  He  faid.  That  the  Gene- 
ral State  of  affairs  in  Europe  had  undergone  very 
little  alteration  fince  their  laft  meeting;  that  he  had 
lately  received  the  ftrongeft  aflurance  from  his  good 
brother  the  King  of  Spain  of  friendfliip  and  confi- 
dence, w'hich  he  would  cultivate  with  harmony  and 

good 
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^ ^ faith.  He  declared  his  principal  view  fhoiild 

^ ^ * _,de  to  flrengthen  the  foundation,  and  fecure  the  dii^ 

ration  of  a general  peace  ; t'o  improve  the  prefent 
advantages  of  it  for  promoting  the  trade  of  his  good 
fubjedts,  and  protefting  thofe  poiTeflions  which  con- 
flituted  one  great  fource  of  their  wealth  and  com- 
merce. Finally,  he  exhorted  them  to  complete 
their  plan  for  appropriating  the  forfeited  eftates  in 
the  Highlands  to  the  fervice  of  the  publick.  He 
probably  avoided  mentioning  the  encroachments  of 
France,  that  he  might  fupply  no  handle  for  debates 
on  the  addrefs,  wliich  was  carried  in  both  Houles 
almofl  without  oppofition.  The  government  feemed 
determined  to  humble  the  infolence  of  the  French 
councils ; and  this  difpofition  was  fo  agreeable  to 
the  people  in  general,  that  they  grudged  no  expence, 
and  heartily  concurred  with  the  demands  of  the 
miniftry. 

§ XLII.  The  Comimons  granted  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfuing  year  four  millions  feventy-three  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds  ; one  million 
of  that  fum  exprefsly  given  for  enabling  his  Majeity 
to  augment  his  forces  by  land  and  fea.  Thirty -two 
thoufand  pounds  were  allotted  as  a fubfidy  to  the 
King  of  Poland,  and  twenty  thoufand  to  the  Eledtor 
of  Bavaria.  Thefe  gratifications  met  with  little  or 
no  oppofition  in  the  committee  of  fupply;  becaufe 
it  was  taken  for  granted,  that,  in  cafe  of  a rupture, 
France  would  endeavour  to  avail  herfelf  of  her  fupe- 
riority  by  land,  by  invading  his  Britannick  Majefty’s 
German  dominions ; and  therefore  it  might  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  fecure  the  alliftance  of  fuch  allies  on  the 
continent.  That  they  prognofticated  aright,  with 
refpect  to  the  defigns  of  that  ambitious  power,  will 
foon  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory ; which  will 
alfo  demonllrate  howdittle  dependence  is  to  be  placed 
upon  the  profelfed  attachment  of  fubfidiary  Princes. 
The  fupplies  were  raifed  by  the  (landing  branches  of 
the  revenue,  the  land  tax  and  malt  tax,  and  a lottery 
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for  one  million ; one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  c h A P. 
it  to  be  dedu6ted  for  the  fervice  of  the  publick,  and  bli- 
the remaining  nine  hundred  thoufand  to  be  charged 
on  the  produce  of  the  finking  fund,  at  the  rate  of' 
three  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  commence  from  the 
fifth  day  of  January  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty-fix.  The  civil  tranfaftions  of  this 
fefiion  were  confined  to  a few  objedls.  Divers  new 
regulations  were  made  for  encouraging  and  improv- 
ing the  whale  and  white  herring  fifhery,  as  well  as 
for  finifning  and  putting  in  a proper  ftate  of  defence 
a new  fort,  lately  built  at  Anamaboe  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa. 

§ XLIII.  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Paymafter  General  of  the 
forces,  brought  in  a bill,  which  will  ever  remain  a 
ftanding  monument  of  his  humanity.  The  poor 
difabled  veterans,  who  enjoyed  the  penfion  of  Chcl- 
fea  hofpital,  were  fo  iniquitoufiy  opprefled  by  a fet 
of  mifcreants,  who  fuppfied  them  with  money  per 
advance,  at  the  moft  exorbitant  rates  of  ufury,  that 
many  of  them,  with  their  families,  were  in  danger 
of  flarving;  and  the  intention  of  government  in 
granting  fuch  a .comfortable  fubfiftence  was  in  a 
great  meafure  defeated.  Mr.  Pitt,  perceiving  that 
this  evil  originally  flov;ed  from  the  delay  of  the  firfl: 
payment,  which  the  penfioner  could  not  touch  till 
the  expiration  of  a whole  year  after  he  had  been  put 
the  lift,  removed  this  neceftity  of  borrowing,  by 
providing  in  the  bill,  that  half  a year’s  penfion  fhould 
be  advanced  half  a year  before  it  is  due;  and  the 
practice  of  ufury  was  effedually  prevented  by  a 
claufe,  enabling,  that  all  contrabts  ftiould  be  avoid 
by  which  any  penfion  might  be  mortgaged.  This 
humane  regulation  was  unanimoufly  approved,  and 
having  pafled  through  both  Houfes  with  uncommon 
expedition,  received  the  royal  alTent. 

§ XLIV.  Notwithftanding  the  unanimity  mani- 
fefted  by  the  Commons,  in  every  thing  relating  to 
the  meafures  for  a6ting  vigoroufly  againft  the  com- 
mon 
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BOOK  mon  enemy  of  the  nation,  they  were  remarkably 
diflurbed  and  divided  by  a contefted  eledlion  of 
members  for  Oxfordfliire.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
dilpute,  the  ftrength  and  influence  of  what  they 
called  the  old  and  new  intereR,  or,  to  fpeak  more 
intelligibly,  of  the  Tories  and  Whigs  in  that  county, 
were  fully  difplayed.  The  candidates  fuftained  on 
the  fhoulders  of  the  old  intereil,  were  Lord  Vif- 
count  Wenham  and  Sir  James  Dafhwood : their 
competitors,  whom  the  new  interefl:  fupported,  and 
of  confequence  the  miniftry  countenanced,  were 
Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner.  Never  was 
any  contention  of  this  kind  maintained  with  more 
Ipirit  and  animofity,  or  carried  on  at  a greater  ex- 
pence. One  would  have  imagined  that  each  fide 
confidered  it  as  a dilpute  which  mufl;  have  deter- 
mined, whether  the  nation  fihould  enjoy  its  ancient 
liberty,  or  tamely  fubmit  to  the  fetters  of  corrup- 
tion. Noblemen  and  gentlemen,  clergymen  and 
ladies,  employed  all  their  talents  and  indufbry  in 
canvaiTing  for  either  fide,  throughout  every  townfhip 
and  village  in  the  county.  Scandal  emptied  her 
whole  quiver  of  infinuation,  calumny,  and  lampoon; 
corruption  was  not  remifs  in  promifes  and  prefents: 
hoiifes  of  entertainment  were  opened ; and  nothing 
was  for  fome  time  to  be  feen  but  feenes  of  tumult, 
riot,  and  intoxication.  'Fhe  revenue  of  many  an 
independent  Prince  on  the  continent  would  not  have 
been  fuflicient  to  afford  fuch  furns  of  money  as 
were  expended  in  the  courfe  of  this  difpute.  At 
length  they  proceeded  to  election,  and  the  flicriff 
made  a double  return  of  all  the  four  candidates,  fo 
that  not  one  of  them  could  fit,  and  the  county  re- 
mained  without  a repreientative  until  this  ambiguous 
iiifair  could  he  decided  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
About  the  middle  of  November  petitions  being  pre- 
iented  by  the  four  candidates,  as  well  as  by  the 
gentlemen,  clergy,  and  other  freeholders  of  the 


county,  complaining 


of  an  tindue  election,  and 

double 
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double  return,  the  matter  of  thefe  petitions  was  CHAP, 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  on  the  third  day  of 
December.  The  counfel  for  Lord  Wenman  and 
Sir  James  Daibwood  alledged,  that  they  had  the 
majority  of  votes  upon  the  poll,  and  this  circum- 
ftance  was  admitted  by  the  counfel  on  the  other 
fide;  then  they  proceeded  to  prove  by  evidence, 
that,  after  clofing  the  poll,  the  llieriff  declared  the 
majority  of  votes  to  be  in  favour  of  thefe  two  can- 
didates, and  adjourned  the  court  from  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  April  to  the  eighth  of  May ; fo  that  the 
fcrutiny  demanded,  and  granted  on  the  behalf  of 
Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  could  not  be 
difcuffed  before  the  laft  day  of  the  month,  when 
the  writ  was  returnable ; that  the  fcrutiny  did  not 
begin  till  the  ninth  day  of  May,  when  the  time  was 
protrafled  by  difputes  about  the  manner  in  which  it 
Ibould  be  carried  on;  that  Lord  Parker  and  Sir 
Edward  Turner  were  allowed  to  objed,  through  the 
whole  poll,  to  the  votes  on  the  other  fide,  on  pre- 
tence that  their  competitors  fhould  be  permitted  to 
anfwer  thefe  objedtions,  and,  in  their  turn,  objedt 
through  the  whole  poll  to  the  votes  for  Lord  Parker 
and  Sir  Edw'ard  Turner,  who  diould,  in  the  lafl 
place,  have  leave  to  anfwer:  that  Lord  Wenman 
and  Sir  James  Dafhwood  had  difapproved  of  this 
method,  becaufe  they  apprehended  it  might  induce 
their  competitors  to  make  fuch  a number  of  frivo- 
lous objedtions,  that  they  fliould  not  have  time  to 
anfwer  one  half  of  them,  much  lefs  to  make  objec- 
tions of  their  own  before  the  writ  fliould  be  re- 
turned: that  as  they  forefaw,  fuch  a number  of  frivo- 
lous, objedtions  were  made,  as  engroffed  the  attention 
of  the  court  till  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  May ; fo 
that  they  could  not ‘begin  to  anfwer  any  of  thefe 
objedtions  till  the  twenty-eighth;  and  on  the  thirtieth 
the  IherifF,  having  clofed  the  fcrutiny,  made  the 
double  return.  The  proof  being  exhibited,  the 
counfel  infifted,  that,  as  they  had  eftablhhed  a ma- 

jority 
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^ ni  ^ Poll>  demonftrated  that  this  rria- 

u— y-i-^jority  neither  was  nor  could  be  overthrown  by  fiich 
J754‘  an  unfinifhed  fcrutiny,  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
other  fide  to  proceed  upon  the  merits  of  the  elecbon, 
by  endeavouring  to  overthrow  that  majority  of 
which  their  clients  were  in  polfelTion.  A queftion 
in  the  Houfe  being  carried  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
Lord  Wenman  and  Sir  James  Dafhwood  objeded 
to  five  hundred  and  thirty  voters  on  the  other  fide, 
whom  they  propofed  to  difqualify.  Their  counfel 
examined  feveral  witneffes,  to  prove  the  partiality  of 
the  fheriff  in  favour  of  Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward 
Turner,  and  to  deted  thefe  candidates  in  the  prac- 
' tice  of  bribery ; for  which  purpofe  tliey  produced 

a letter  in  their  own  hand-writing.  They  afterwards 
proceeded  to  difqualify  particular  votes,  and  fum- 
med  up  their  evidence  on  the  twenty- firfi:  day  of 
An.  1755*  January.  Then  the  counfel  for  the  other  fide  began 
to  refute  the  charge  of  partiality  and  corruption ; 
and  to  anfwer  the  objedions  that  had  been  made  to 
particular  voters.  They  produced  evidence  to 
prove,  that  cuftomary  freeholds,  or  cuftomary  hold- 
ings, had  voted  at  eledions  in  the  counties  of  Gla- 
morgan, Monmouth,  Gloucefter,  Wells,  and 
Hereford;  and  that  the  cuftomary  tenants  of  the 
manor  of  Woodftock,  in  Oxfordfliire,  had  been  re- 
puted capable  of  voting,  and  even  voted  at  eledions 
for  that  county.  In  a word,  they  continued  to  exa- 
mine evidences,  argue  and  refute,  prove  and  dif- 
prove,  until  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  when, 
after  fbme  warm  debates  and  diviftons  in  the  Houfe, 
Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  were  declared 
duly  eleded;  and  the  clerk  of  the  crown  was  ordered 
to  amend  the  return,  by  erafing  the  names  of  Lord 
Wenman  and  Sir  James  Daftiwood.  Many,  who 
prefumed  to  think  for  themfelves,  without  recolled- 
ing  the  power  and  influence  of  the  adrniniftration, 
vs^ere  aftonifhed  at  the  iflue  of  this  difpute;  which, 
however,  might  be  eafiiy  been  forefeen ; inafmuch 
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as,  .during  the  courfe  of  the  proceedings,  moft,  if  chap* 
not  all,  of  the  many  queflions  debated  in  the  Houfe  ^ 

were  determined  by  a great  majority  in  favour  of  the  ,755. 
new  intereft.  A great  number  of  copy-holders  had 
been  admitted  to  vote  at  this  eledion,  and  the 
iheriff  incurred  no  cenfure  for  allowing  them  to  take  ^ 
the  oath  appointed  by  law  to  be  taken  by  free- 
holders : neverthelefs,  the  Commons  carefully 
avoided  determining  the  queftion,  Whether  copy- 
holders  poffefled  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  fliillings, 
clear  of  all  deductions,  have  not  a right  to  vote  for 
knights  to  reprefent  the  flrire  within  which  their 
copy-hold  eflates  are  fituated?  This  point  being 
left  doubtful  by  the  legiilature,  puts  it  often  in  the 
power  of  the  flieriff  to  return  which  of  the  candidates 
he  pleafes  to  fupport ; for,  if  the  majority  of  the 
voting  copy-holders  adheres  to  the  intereft  of  his 
favourites,  he  will  admit  their  votes  both  on  the 
poll  and  the  fcrutiny^  whereas,  fhould  they  be  other- 
wife  difpofed,  he  will  rejeCl  them  as  unqualified. 

What  effeCl  this  praClice  may  have  upon  the  inde- 
pendency of  Parliament  every  perfon  mufl  perceive, 
who  refleds,  that  in  almofl:  all  the  counties  of  Eng- 
land the  High  Sheriffs  are  annually  appointed  by  the 
minifter  for  the  time  being. 

§ XliV.  The  attention  of  the  legiflature  was 
chiefly  turned  upon  the  conduCl  of  France,  which, 
preferved  no  miedium,  but  feemed  intent  upon  ftri- 
king  fome  important  blow,  that  might  ferve  as  a 
declaration  of  war.  At  Breff,  and  other  ports  in 
that  kingdom,  the  French  were  employed  in  equip- 
ping a powerful  armament,  and  made  no  fcruple  to 
own  it  was  intended  for  North- America.  Towards 
the  latter  end  of  March  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  Se- 
cretary of  State,  brought  a meffage  from  the  King 
to  the  Parliament,  intimating.  That  his  Majefty 
haying  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffion  declared  his 
piincipal  object  was  to  prcferve  thepublick  tranquil- 
lity, and  at  the  fame  time  to  proted  thofe  poffeflions 

which 
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BOOK  which  conftitiite  one  great  fource  of  the  commerce 
III*  and  wealth  of  his  kingdoms,  he  now  found  it  necef- 
fiiry  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs  made  it  requifite  to  aug- 
ment his  forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  to  take  fuch 
other  meafures  as  might  beft  tend  to  preferve  the 
general  peace  of  Europe,  and  to  fecure  the  juft 
rights  and  pofrefTions  of  his  crown  in  America,  as 
well  as  to  repel  any  attempts  whatfoever  that  might 
be  made  to  fupport  or  countenance  any  defigns  which 
fliould  be  formed  againft  his  Majefly  and  his  king- 
doms ; and  his  Majefty  doubted  not  but  his  faithful 
Commons,  on  whofe  affe6lion  and  zeal  he  entirely 
relied,  would  enable  him  to  make  fuch  augmenta- 
tions, and  to  take  fuch  meaftires  for  fupporting  the 
honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  true  interefts  of  his 
people,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  his  dominions  in  the 
prefent  critical  conjunclure,  as  the  exigency  of 
affairs  might  require  3 in  doing  which  his  Majefty 
would  have  as  much  regard  to  die  eafe  of  his  good 
fubje^ls  as  fnould  be  confiflent  with  tlieir  fafety  and 
welfare.  In  an  Ever  to  this  meffige  a very  warm  and 
affeflionate  addrefs  w’as  prefented  to  his  Majefty  j 
and  it  v/as  on  this  occafion  that  the  million  was 
granted  for  augmenting  his  forces  by  fea  and  land*'. 
The  court  of  Verfailies,  notwithftanding  the  affi- 
duity  and  difpatch  which  they  were  exerting  in 
equipping  armaments,  and  embarking  troops,  for 
the  fupport  of  their  ambitious  fchemes  in  America, 

ftill 


The  mlniftry  having  reiblved  to  Tend  a body  of  forces  to  Ame- 
rica, to  aft  in  conjvinftion  with  the  provincial  troops  railed  on  that 
continent,  it  became  necetlary  that  the  mutiny  a6t  (hould  be  render- 
ed more  dear  and  extenlive.  When  this  bill,  therefore,  fell  under 
conlideration,  it  was  improved  with  a new  claufe,  providing, 
“ That  all  olHcers  and  I'oldiers  of  any  troops  being  muftered  and  in 
“ pay,  which  are  or  lhall  be  raifed  In  any  of  the  Britifli  provinces 
“ in  America,  by  authority  of  the  refpeftive  governors  or  govern- 
“ ments  thereof,  lhall,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  when  they 
“ happen  to  join  or  add:  in  conjunftion  with  his  Majelty’s  Britifli 
“ forces,  be  liable  to  martial  law  and  difeipline,  in  like  manner,  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  the  Britifli  forces  are;  and  lhall  bel'ub- 
jeft  to  the  fame  trial,  penalties,  and  puniHimcnt,” 
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(lili  continued  po  amufe  the  Britifh  miniftry  with  chap. 
general  declarations,  that  no  hcftility  was  intended,  ^ , 

nor  the  lead  infringement  of  the  treaty. 

XLVL  The  Earl  of  Albemarle,,  the  Englifh 
ambafiador  at  Paris,  having  lately  died  in  that  city, 
thefe  afifurances  w^ere  communicated  to  the  court  of 
London  by  the  Marquis  de  Mirepoix,  who  refided 
in  England  with  the  fame  character,  which  he  had 
fupported  fince  his  firft  arrival  with  equal  honour  and 
politenefs.  On  this  occafion  he  himfelf  was  fo  far 
impofed  upon  by  the  inftru61;ions  he  had  received, 
that  he  believed  the  profeffions  of  his  court  were 
fincere,  and  ferioufly  endeavoured  to  prevent  a rup- 
ture between  the  two  nations.  At  length,  however, 
their  preparations  were  fo  notorious'  that  he  began  to 
fulpedb  the  confequencc;  and  the  Englifh  miniflry 
produced  fuch  proofs  of  their  infincerity  and  double 
dealing,  that  he  feemed  to  be  ftruck  with  aftonifh- 
ment  and  chagrin.  He  repaired  to  France,  and 
upbraided  the  miniftry  ofVerfailles  for  having  made 
him  the  tool  of  their  diffimulation,  They  referred 
him  to  the  King,  who  ordered  him  to  return  to 
London,  with  frefli  alTurances  of  his  pacifi.ck  inten- 
tions : but  his  practice  agreed  fo  ill  v;ith  his  profef- 
fions, that  the  ambafiador  had  fcarce  obtained  an 
audience  to  communicate  them,  when  undoubted 
intelligence  arrived,  that  a powerful  armament  was 
ready  to  fail  from  Brefi:  and  Rochefort.  The  go- 
vernment of  Great-Britain,  roufed  by  this  infor- 
mation, immediately  took  the  mofl  expeditious  me- 
thods for  equipping  a fquadron;  and  towards  the 
latter  end  of  April,  Admiral  Bofcawen  failed  with 
eleven  fhips  of  the  line  and  one  frigate,  having  on 
board  a confiderable  number  of  land-forces,  . to 
attend  the  motions  of  the  enemy : but  more  certain 
and  particular  intelligence  arriving  foon  after,  touch- 
ing the  ftrength  of  the  French  fleet,  which  confided 
of  twenty-five  fifips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates  and 
traniports,  with  a great  quantity  of  warlike  ftores, 
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and  four  thoufand  regular  troops,  commanded  by 
the  Baron  Diefkau,  Admiral  Holbourne  was  de- 
tached with  fix  flips  of  the  line,  and  one  frigate,  to 
reinforce  Mr.  Bofcawen  j and  a great  number  of 
capital  flips  were  put  in  commifion.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  May  the  French  fleet,  commanded  by  Mr. 
Macnamara,  an  officer  of  Irifli  extradlion,  failed 
from  Breft,  diredling  his  courfe  to  North- America; 
but,  after  having  proceeded  beyond  the  chops  of 
the  Englifi  channel,  he  returned  with  nine  of  the 
capital  flips,  while  the  reft  of  the  armament  con- 
tinued their  courfe,  under  the  diredtion  of  M.  Bois 
de  la  Mothe.  * 

§ XLVIl.  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April  the 
King  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where,  after 
giving  the  royal  aflent  to  the  bills  then  depending; 
for  granting  a certain  fum  out  of  the  finking  fund, 
for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors,  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  marine  forces  on  fiore,  for  the 
better  raifing  of  marines  and  feamen,  and  to  feveral 
other  publick  and  private  bills ; his  Majefty  put  an 
end  to  the  feffion  of  Parliament  by  a fpeech,  in 
which  he  acquainted  the  two  Houfes,  That  the  zeal 
they  had  fiown  for  fupporting  the  honour,  rights, 
and  pofleflions  of  his  crown,  had  afforded  him  the 
greateft  fatisfaclion : That  his  defire  to  preferve  the 
publick  tranquillity  had  been  fincere  and  uniform: 
That  he  had  rcligioufy  adhered  to  the  ftipulations 
of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  made  it  his 
care  not  to  injure  or  oftend  any  pow'er  wdiatfoever; 
but  that  he  never  could  entertain  a thought  of 
purchafing  the  name  of  peace  at  the  expence  of 
fuffering  encroachments  upon,  or  of  yielding  up, 
what  juMy  belonged  to  Great-Britain,  either  by 
ancient  poffeffion  or  by  folemn  treaties ; That  the 
vigour  and  firmnefs  of  his  Parliament,  on  this  im- 
portant occafion,  had  enabled  him  to  be  prepared 
for  fuch  contingences  as  might  happen : That,  if 
reafonable  and  honourable  terms  of  accommodation 

could 
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could  be  agreed  upon,  he  would  be  fatisfied,  and,  chap. 
at  all  events,  rely  on  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  the  . . 

eJffe6tual  fupport  of  his  people,  and  the  protedion  1755. 
of  Divine  Providence.  The  Parlianaent  was  then  ^ 
prorogued  to  the  twenty-feventh  of  May, 
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CHAP.  IV. 

§ I.  Preparations  for  war.  §11.  Earl  PauMs  mo- 
tion againft  the  King's  going  to  Hanover.  § III. 
Regency  appointed  during  his  Majefiy's  abjence. 

§ IV.  Bojcawen's  expedition.  Alcide  and  Lys  taken. 
§ French  amhajfador  recalled.  § VI.  Fhelr 
trade  greatly  diftrejfed.  § VII.  Affairs  of  the  Eng- 
lijh  in  America.  Col.  Monckton  takes  Beaii-fejour. 
§ VIII.  General  Braddock's  unfortunate  expedition. 
§ IX.  He  falls  into  an  amhufcade',  is  defeated-^  and 
killed,  § X.  Hifagreement  between  the  governor  and 
affembly  of  Pennjylvania.  § XI.  Expedition  againfi 
Crown-Point  and  Niagara  refolved  on,  § XII. 
Gen.  JohnJon  encamps  at  Lake  George.  % XIII. 
Where  he  is  attacked  by  the  French,  who  are  entirely 
defeated.  § XIV.  Bravery  of  Captain  M'Ginnes. 
§ XV.  Gen.  Johnfon  created  a baronet.  § XVI. 
Defeription  of  Fort  OJwego  and  Lake  Ontario. 
§ XVII.  Neglebl  of  the  Englijh,  in  not  fortifying  it, 
§ XVIII.  Expedition  againft  Niagara.  § XIX. 
Gen.  Shirley  returns  to  Albany.  End  of  the  cam- 
paign in  America.  § XX.  Friiitlefs  intrigues  of  the 
French  in  Spain  and  Germany.  § XXI.  Lreaty  of 
fhe  King  of  Great-Britain  with  the  Landgrave  of 
Heffe  Caffel.  § XXII.  News  of  the  capture  of  the 
Alcide  and  Lys  reaches  England.  § XXIII.  Lhe 
King  returns  from  Hanover,  and  concludes  a treaty 
with  Ruffia.  § XXIV,  Declaration  of  the  French 
minifter  at  the  court  of  Vienna.  % XXV.  Spirited 
declaration  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  § XXVI.  The, 
French  make  another  unjuccefsful  attempt  upon  the 
£ our  t of  Spain.  § XXVII.  The  Imperial  court  re- 
fufes  auxiliaries  to  England,  § X XV 1 1 1 . The  French 

take  the  Blandford  m.an  of  war,  but  return  it. 
§ XXIX.  State  of  the  Englifh  and  French  natives. 
% XXX.  Scffm  opened.  % XXXI.  RemarkoMe 

addreffes  of  the  Lords  ayid  Commotis.  § XXXII* 
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Pits  Majeftys  anfwer,  § XXXIII.  Alterations  in 
the  r/iiniftry.  Mr,  Fox  made  Secretary  of  State. 

§ XXXIV.  Su^flies  voted.  % XXXV.  Earth- 
quake at  LiJJjon.  % XXXVI.  Relief  voted  by  Par- 
liament to  the  Portuguefe.  § XXXVII.  'Troops ^ 

&c.  voted,  § XXXVIII.  Mutiny  billy  mariney 
and,  mariners  aEls  cojitmued.  § XXXIX.  Adi  for 
raifing  a regiment  of  foot  in  North- America.  § XL. 

Maritime  laws  of  England  extended  to  America. 

% XLI.  ^iet  of  Ireland  reft  or  ed.  § XLII.  Treaty 
concluded  with  Pruffia.  % XLI II.  New  militia  bill 
pajfed  by  the  CommonSy  but  rejelied  by  the  Lords. 

§ XLIV.  Sejfwn  clofed. 

§ 1. 1 X 7HILST  all  Europe  was  m fufpenfe  about  c H A P.- 
’ ^ the  fate  of  the  Englifh  and  French  fqua- 
dronSj  preparations  for  a vigorous  fea  war  were 
going  forward  in  England  with  an  unparalleled  fpirit 
and  fuccefs.  Still  the  French  court  flattered  itfelf 
that  Great-Britain,  out  of  tendernefs  to  his  Majefty’s 
German  dominions.  Would  abftain  from  hoftilities. 
Mirepoix  continued  to  have  frequent  conferences 
with  the  Britifh  miniftry,  who  made  no  fecret  that 
their  Admirals,  particularly  Bofeawen,  had  orders 
to  attack  the  French  fliips  wherever  they  fliould 
meet  them.  On  the  other  hand,  Monf.  de  Mirepoix 
declared.  That  his  mailer  would  confider  the  firil 
gun  fired  at  fea  in  a hoilile  manner  as  a declaration 
of  war.  This  menace,  far  from  intimidating  the 
Englifh,  animated  them  to  redouble  their  prepara- 
tions for  war.  The  prefs  for  feamen  was  carried  on 
with  extraordinary  vigour  in  all  parts  of  this  king- 
dom, as  well  as  in  Ireland;  and  great  premiurhs 
were  given  not  only  by  the  government,  but  alfo, 
over  and  above  his  Majefhy’s  bounty,  by  almoil  all 
the  confiderable  cities  and  towns  in  England,  to 
fuch  as  fliould  inliil  voluntarily  for  failors  or  foldiers. 

Other  branches  of  the  pubiick  fervice  went  on  with 
equal  alacrity:  and  luch  was  the  eagernefs  of  the 
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K people  to  lend  their  money  to  the  government,  that 
inftead  of  one  million,  which  was  to  be  raifed  by 
way  of  lottery,  three  millions  eight  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  were  fubfcribed  immedi- 
ately. 

§ II.  The  fituation  of  affairs  requiring  his  Ma- 
jeffy  to  go  to  Germany  this  fummer,  great  appre- 
henfions  arofe  in  the  minds  of  many,  left  the  French 
ftiould  either  intercept  him  in  his  journey,  or  pre- 
vent his  return.  Earl  Paulet  had  made  a motion  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  humbly  to  reprefent  to  his 
Majefty,  ‘‘  That  it  was  an  article  in  the  original 
aft  of  fettlement  by  which  the  fucceffion  of  thele 
kingdoms  devolved  to  his  eleftoral  houfe,  that  the 
King  fhould  not  go  to  his  foreign  dominions  without 
the  confent  of  Parliament ; and  that  this  was  a 
principal  article  in  the  compaft  between  the  crown 
and  the  people:  That  though  this  article  was  re- 
pealed in  the  late  reign,  yet,  till  of  late,  it  had 
always  been  the  cuftom  for  his  Majefty  to  acquaint 
the  Parliament  with  his  intended  departure  to  his 
German  dominions,  both  in  regard  to  the  true  fenfe 
and  Ipirit  of  the  aft  that  placed  him  on  the  throne, 
as  well  as  for  the  paternal  kindnefs  of  his  royal  heart, 
and  the  condefcenfion  he  had  been  fo  good  to  iFow 
to  his  Parliament  on  all  occafions;  but  that  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  declaration  of  his  defign  to  vifit  his  eleftoral 
eftates  had  always  come  on  the  laft  day  of  a feftion, 
when  it  was  too  late  for  the  great  conftitutional  coun- 


cil of  the  crown  to  offer  fuch  advice  as  might  other- 
v/ife  have  been  expedient  and  neceffary:  That  his 
Majefty’s  leaving  his  kingdoms  in  a conjunfture  fo 
pregnant  with  diftrefs,  fo  denunciative  of  danger, 
would  not  only  give  the  greateft  advantage  to  fuch 
as  might  be  difpofed  to  ftir  up  difaffeftion  and  dif- 
content,  and  to  the  conftitutional  and  national  ene- 
mies of  England;  but  would  alfo  fill  his  royal  fub- 
jefts  with  the  moft  affefting  concern,  and  mod 

•gloomy  fears,  as  well  for  their  own  fafety,  as  for  that 

of 
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of  their  fovereign,  whofe  invaluable  life,  at  all  times  chap 
of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  his  people,  was  then  ^ ^ 

infinitely  fo,  by  reafon  of  his  great  experience,  the 
afFedion  of  every  one  to  his  royal  perfon,  and  the 
minority  of  the  heir  apparent.”  Such  was  the  pur- 
port of  this  motion  j but  it  was  not  feconded  by  any 
of  the  other  lords. 

§111.  The  general  uneafmefs,  on  account  of  his 
Majefty*s  departure,  was  greatly  increafed  by  an 
apprehenfion  that  there  would,  during  his  abfertce, 
be  no  good  agreement  amongft  the  Regency,  which 
confifted  of  the  following  perfons : his  Royal  High- 
nefs  William  Duke  of  Cumberland;  Thomas  Lord 
Archbifliop  of  Canterbury;  Philip  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke.  Lord  High  Chancellor;  John  Earl  of 
Granville,  Prefidentof  the  Council;  Charles  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  Lord  Privy-Seal;  John  Duke  of 
Rutland,  Steward  of  the  Houfehold;  Charles  Duke 
of  Grafton,  Lord-Chamberlain;  Archibald  Duke 
of  Argyle;  the  Duke  of  Newcaflle,  Firfb  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Treafury;  the  Duke  of  Dorfet, 

Mafter  oftheHorle;  the  Earl  of  Holder nefle,  one 
of  the  Secretaries  of  State ; the  Earl  of  Rochford, 

Groom  of  the  Stole:  the  Marquis  of  Hartington, 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland ; Lord  Anfon,  Firft 
Commiffioner  of  the  Admiralty;  Sir  Thomas  R,o- 
binfon.  Secretary  of  State;  and  Henry  Fox,  Efq. 
Secretary  at  War.  His  Majefty  fet  out  from  St. 

James’s  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  April  early  in  the 
morning,  embarked  at  Harwich  in  the  afternoon, 
landed  the  next  day  at  Helvoetiluys,  and  arrived  at 
Hanover  on  the  fecond  of  May. 

§ IV.  Admiral  Bofeawen,  with  eleven  fhips  of 
the  line  and  a frigate,  having  taken  on  board  two 
regiments  at  Plymouth,  failed  from  thence  on  the 
twenty-feventh  of  April  for  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land, and,  in  a few  days  after  his  arrival  there,  the 
French  fleet  from  Bred  came  to  the  fame  flation, 
under  the  command  of  M.  Bois  de  la  Mothe.  But 
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die  diick  fogs  which  prevail  upon  thefe  coafts,  elpe^ 
daily  at  that  time  of  the  year,  kept  the  two  arma- 
ments from  feeing  each  other ; and  part  of  the 
French  fquadron  efcaped  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
whilft  another  p'art  of  them  went  round,  and  got 
into  the  fame  river  through  the  llraits  of  Bellifle, 
by  a way  which  was  never  known  to  be  attempted 
before  by  fliips  of  the  line.  However,  whilft  the 
Englifli  fleet  lay  off  Cape  Race,  which  is  the  fouth- 
ernmoft  point  of  Newfoundland,  and  was  thought  to 
be  the  moft  proper  'fituation  for  intercepting  the 
enemy,  two  French  fhips,  the  Alcide,  of  fixty-foiir 
guns,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty  men,  and  the 
Lys,  pierced  for  fixty-four  guns,  but  mounting  only 
twenty-two,  having  eight  companies  of  land  forces 
on  board,  being  feparated  from  the  reft  of  their  fleet 
in  the  fog,  fell  in  with  the  Dunkirk,  Captain  Howe, 
and  the  Defiance,  Captain  Andrews,  two  fixty  guM 
fhips  of  the  Englifh  fquadron  ; and  after  a fmart 
engagement,  which  lafted  fome  hours,  and  in  which 
Captain  (afterwards  Lord)  Howe  behaved  with  the 
greateft  flcill  and  intrepidity,  were  both  taken,  with 
feveral  confiderable  officers  and  engineers,  and  about 
eight  thoufand  pounds  in  money.  Tliough  the  cap- 
ture of  thefe  fhips,  from  which  the  commencement 
of  the  war  may  in  fa61:  be  dated,  fell  greatly  fhort  of 
what  was  hoped  for  from  this  expedition ; yet, 
when  the  news  of  it  reached  England,  it  was  of 
infinite  fervice  to  the  publick  credit  of  every  kind, 
and  animated  the  whole  nation,  who  now  faw  plain- 
ly that  the  government  was  determined  to  keep  no 
further  meafures  with  the  French,  but  juftly  to  repel 
force  by  force,  and  put  a Hop  to  their  fending  more 
men  and  arms  to  invade  the  property  of  the  Englifh 
in  America,  as  they  had  hitherto  done  with  impu- 
nity. The  French,  who,  for  fome  time,  did  not 
even  attempt  to  make  reprifals  on  our  fhipping, 
would  gladly  have  chofen  to  avoid  a war  at  that 
time,  and  to  have  continued  extending  their  en- 
croachments 
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croachinents  on  our  fettlements,  till  they  had  e te-  c H A P. 
cuted  their  grand  plan  of  fecuring  a ccmmiinication,_  ^ , 

from  the  Mifliffippi  to  Canada,  by  a line  of  forts,  ,7^^. 
many  of  which  they  had  already  eredte'd.^ 

§ V.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  this  adlion 
at  Paris,  the  French  Ambaflador,  M.  de  Mirepoix, 
was  recalled  from  London,  and  M.  de  Bufly  from 
Hanover,  where  he  had  juft  arrived,  to  attend  the 
King  of  England  in  a publick  charadler.  They 
complained  loudly  of  Bofcawen^s  attacking  the  fliips, 
as  a breach  of  national  faith ; but  it  was  juftly  retorted 
on  the  part  of  England,  that  their  encroachments 
in  America  had  rendered  reprifals  both  juftifiable 
and  neceflary.  The  refolution  of  making  them  was 
the  effedt  of  mature  deliberation  in  the  Engliib 
council.  The  vaft  increafe  of  the  French  marine  of 
late  years,  which  in  all  probability  would  loon  be 
employed  againft  Great-Britain,  occafioned  an  order 
for  making  reprifals  general  in  Europe  as  well  as  in 
America ; and  that  all  French  fhips,  whether  out- 
ward or  homeward-bound,  lliould  be  ftopped,  and 
brought  into  BritiHi  ports.  To  give  the  greater 
weight  to  thefe  orders,  it  was  refolved  to  fend  out 
thole  Admirals  who  had  diftinguilhed  themfelves 
moft  towards  the  end  of  the  laft  war. . Accordingly, 
on  the  twenty -firft  of  July,  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
failed  on  a cruife  to  the  weftward-,  with  eighteen 
Ihips  of  the  line,  a frigate,  and  a Hoop ; but,  not 
meeting  with  the  French  fleet,  thefe  Ibips  returned 
to  England  about  the  latter  end  of  September  and 
the  beginning  of  06lober ; on  the  fourteenth  of  which 
laft  month  another  fleet,  confifting  of  twenty-two 
Ihips  of  the  line,  two  frigates  and  two  floops,  failed 
again  on  a cruife  to  the  weftward  under  Admiral 
Byng,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  the  French  fquadron 
under  Duguay,  and  likewife  that  commanded  by  La 
Mothe,  in  cafe  of  its  return  from  America.  But 
this  fleet  likewife  returned  to  Spithead  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  November,  without  having  been  able  to 
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BOOK  efFe61:  any  thing,  though  it  was  allowed  by  all,  that 
the  Admiral  had  aded  judicioufly  in  the  choice  of 
his  ftation. 

§ VI.  While  thefe  meafures  were  purfiied,  for 
the  general  fecurity  of  the  Britifh  coafts  and  trade 
in  Europe,  feveral  new  fhips  of  war  were  begun,  and 
finifhed  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  in  his  Majefty’s 
docks  : twelve  frigates  and  floops,  contracted  for 
in  private  yards,  were  completed  by  the  month  of 
Augufl;  and  twenty-four  fhips  and  twelve  colliers 
were  then  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  governmentj 
to  be  fitted  out  as  vefTels  of  war,  to  carry  twenty 
guns  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  each.  In 
the  mean  time  the  French  trade  was  fo  annoyed  by 
the  Englifh  cruifers,  that  before  the  end  of  this  year 
three  hundred  of  their  merchant  fhips,  many  of 
which,  from  St.  Domingo  and  Martinico,  were 
extremely  rich,  and  eight  thoufand  ©f  their  failors, 
were  brought  into  Englifli  ports.  By  thefe  captures 
the  Britifh  miniftry  anfwered  many  purpofes  : they 
deprived  the  French  of  a great  body  of  feamen, 
and  wdth-held  from  them  a very  large  property,  the 
want  of  which  greatly  diftrefled  their  people,  and 
ruined  many  of  their  traders.  Their  outward-bound 
merchant  fhips  were  infured  at  the  rate  of  thirty  per 
cent,  whilft  the  Englifh  paid  no  more  than  the  com- 
mon infurance.  This  intolerable  burthen  was  felt 
by  all  degrees  of  people  amongft  them  : their  mini- 
ftry was  publickly  reviled,  even  by  their  Parlia- 
ments j and  the  French  name,  from  being  the  ter- 
ror, began  to  be  the  contempt  of  Europe.  Their 
uneafinefs  was  alfo  not  a little  heightened  by  new 
broils  between  their  King  and  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  occafioned  by  the  obftinacy  of  the  clergy  of 
that  kingdom,  who  feemed  determined  to  fupport 
the  church,  in  all  events,  againft  the  fecular  tribu- 
nals, and,  as  much  as  pofTible,  to  enforce  the  ob- 
fervance  of  the  bull  Unigenitus,  which  had  long 
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been  the  occafion  of  fo  many  difpiites  among  them. ' 
However,  the  Parliament  continuing  firm,  and  the 
French  King  approving  of  its  condud,  the  eccle- 
fiafticks  thought  proper  to  fubmit  for  the  prefent ; 
and  in  their  general  afiembly  this  year,  granted  him 
a free  gift  of  fixteen  millions  of  livres,  which  he 
demanded  of  them — a greater  fum  than  they  had 
ever  given  before,  even  in  time  of  war, 

§ VII.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  afiembly 
of  Mafiachufett’s-Bay  in  New-England  pafifed  an 
acl,  prohibiting  all  correfpondence  with  the  French 
at  Louifbourg ; and  early  in  the  fpring  they  raifed 
a body  of  troops,  which  was  tranfported  to  Nova- 
Scotia,  to  afiift  Lieutenant-Governor  Laurence  in 
driving  the  French  from  the  encroachments , they 
had  made  upon  that  province.  Accordingly,  to- 
wards the  end  of  May,  the  Governor  fent  a large 
detachment  of  troops,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Monckton,  upon  this  fervice ; and 
three  frigates  and  a floop  were  difpatched  up  the 
bay  of  Fundy,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Rous, 
to  give  their  alTiftance  by  fea.  The  troops,  upon 
their  arrival  at  the  river  Mafiaguafh,  found  the  paf- 
fage  flopped  by  a large  number  of  regular  forces, 
rebel  neutrals,  or  Acadians,  and  Indians,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  of  whom  occupied  a block-houfe, 
with  cannon  mounted  on  their  fide  of  the  river ; and 
the  reft  were  pofted  within  a ftrong  breaft-work  of 
timber,  thrown  up  by  way  of  outw^ork  to  die  block- 
houfe.  The  Englifh  provincials  attacked  this  place 
with  fuch  fpirit,  that  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  fiy, 
and  leave  them  in  pofiefiion  of  the  breaft-work  : then 
the  garrifon  in  the  block-houfe  deferred  it,  and  left 
the  pafiage  of  the  river  free.  From  thence  Colonel 
Monckton  advanced  to  the  French  fort  of  Beau- 
fejour,  which  he  invefted,  as  far  at  leaft  as  the  fmali 
number  of  his  troops  would  permit,  on  the  twelfth 
of  June  ; and  after  four  days  bombardment  obliged 
it  to  furrender,  though  the  FrencJi  had  twenty-fix 
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pieces  of  cannon  mounted,  and  plenty  of  ammiinr- 
. tion,  and  the  Englilli  had  not  yet  placed  a fingle 
camion  upon  their  batteries.  The  garrifon  was  fent 
to  Louifbourg,  on  condition  of  not  bearing  arms 
in  America  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months ; and  the 
Acadians,  who  had  joined  the  French,  were  par- 
doned, in  confideration  of  their  having  been  forced 
into  that  fervice.  Colonel  Monckton,  after  put^ 
ting  a garrifon  into  this  place,  and  changing  its 
name  to  that  of  Cumberland,  the  next  day  attacked 
and  reduced  the  other  French  fort  upon  the  river 
Gafpereau,  wFich  runs  into  Bay  Verte ; where  he 
likewife  found  a large  quantity  of  provifions  and 
Fores  of  all  kinds,  that  being  the  chief  magazine 
for  fnpplying  the  French  Indians  and  Acadians  with 
arms,  ammunition,  and  other  neceflaries.  Fie  then 
difarmed  thefe  laid,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thoii- 
fand  ; and  in  the  mean  time.  Captain  Rous  with 
his  Flips  failed  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  John, 
to  attack  the  new  fort  the  French  had  eredled  there; 
but  they  faved  him  that  trouble,  by  abandoning  it 
upon  his  appearance,  after  having  burF  their  can- 
non, blown  up  their  magazine,  and  deFroyed,  as 
far  as  they  had  time,  all  the  works  they  had  lately 
raifed.  The  EngliFi  had  but  twenty  men  killed, 
and  about  the  fame  number  wounded,  in  the  whole 
of  this  expedition,  the  fuccefs  of  which  fecured  the 
tranquillity  of  Nova-Scotia. 

§ VIII.  Wliile  the  New-Englanders  were  thus 
employed  in  reducing  the  French  in  Nova-Scotia, 
preparations  were  made  in  Virginia  for  attacking 
them  upon  the  Ohio.  A fort  was  built,  which  was 
likewife  called  Fort- Cumberland,  and, a camp  formed 
at  Wills’s  Creek,  On  the  fourteenth  of  January  of 
this  year,  Major-General  Brad  dock,  with  Colonel 
Dunbar’s  and  Colonel  Halket’s  regiments  of  foot, 
failed  from  Cork,  in  Ireland,  for  Virginia,  where 
they  all  landed  fate  before  the  end  of  February.  This 
General  might  confequently  have  entered  upon  aFion 
6 early 
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early  in  the  fpring,  had  he  not  been  unfortunately- 
delayed  by  the  Virginian  contra6tors  for  the  army, 
who,  when  he  was  ready  to  march,  had  neither 
provided  a fufficient  quantity  of  provifions  for  his 
troops,  nor  a competent  number  of  carriages  for  his 
army.  This  accident  was  forefeen  by  almoft  every 
perfon  who  knew  any  thing  of  our  plantations  upon 
the  continent  of  America : for  the  people  of  Virgi- 
nia, who  think  of  no  produce  but  their  tobacco,  and 
do  not  raife  corn  enough  even  for  their  own  fub- 
fiftence,  being,  by  the  nature  of  their  country,  well 
provided  with  the  conveniency  of  v/ater  conveyance, 
have  but  few  wheel  carriages,  or  beads  of  burthen  ; 
whereas  Pennfylvania,  which  abounds  in  corn,  and 
mod  other  forts  of  provifions,  has  but  little  water- 
carriage,  efpecially  in  its  wedern  fettlements,  where 
its  inhabitants  have  great  numbers  of  carts,  waggons, 
and  horfes.  Mr.  Braddock  fhould,  therefore,  cer- 
tainly, in  point  of  prudence,  have  landed  in  Penn- 
fylvania : the  contract  for  fupplying  his  troops  Ihould 
have  been  made  with  fome  of  the  chief  planters  there, 
who  could  eafily  have  performed  their  engagements ; 
and  if  his  camp  had  been  formed  near  Frank’s-town, 
or  fomewhere  upon  the  fouth-wed  borders  of  that 
province,  he  would  not  have  had  eighty  miles  to 
inarch  from  thence  to  Fort  Du  Quefne,  indead  of 
an  hundred  and  thirty  miles  that  he  had  to  advance 
from  Wills’s-Creek,  where  he  did  encamp,  through 
roads  neither  better  nor  more  practicable  than  the 
other  would  have  been.  This  error,  in  the  very  be- 
ginning of  the  expedition,  whether  owing  to  an  in- 
judicious preference  fondly  given  to  the  Virginians 
in  the  lucrative  job  of  fupplying  thefe  troops,  or  to 
any  other  caufe,  delayed  the  march  of  the  army  for 
fome  Vr^eeks,  during  which  it  was  in  the  utmod  dif- 
crefs  for  necedaries  of  all  kinds  ; and  would  proba- 
bly have  defeated  the  expedition  entirely  for  that 
iummer,  had  not  the  contractors  found  means  to 
procure  fome  affidance  from  the  back  fettlements 
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of  Pennfylvania.  But  even  when  thefe  fupplies  did 
arrive^  they  confifled  of  only  fifteen  w^aggons,  and 
an  hundred  draft  horfes,  inflead  of  an  hundred  and 
fifty  waggons  and  three  hundred  horfes,  which  the 
Virginian  contradtors  had  engaged  to  furnifh,  and 
the  provifions  were  fo  bad  that  they  could  not  be 
ufed.  However,  fome  gentlemen  in  Pennfylvania, 
being  applied  to  in  this  exigency,  amply  made  up 
for  thefe  deficiencies,  and  the  troops  were  by  this 
means  fupplied  with  every  thing  they  wanted.  Ano- 
ther, and  ftili  more  fatal  error  was  committed  in 
the  choice  of  the  commander  for  this  expedition. 
Major-General  Braddock,  who  was  appointed  to  it, 
was  undoubtedly  a man  of  courage,  and  expert  in 
all  the  pundfilios  of  a review,  having  been  brought 
up  in  the  Englifli  guards  ; but  he  was  naturally  very 
haughty,  pofitive,  and  difficult  of  accefs ; qualities 
ill  fuited  to  the  temper  of  the  people  amongft  whom 
he  was  to  command.  His  extreme  feverity  in  mat- 
ters of  difcipline  had  rendered  him  unpopular  among 
the  foldiers ; and  the  ftridl  military  education  in 
which  he  had  been  trained  from  his  youth,  and  which 
he  prided  himfelf  on  fcrupuloufly  following,  made 
him  hold  the  American  militia  in  great  contempt, 
becaufe  they  could  not  go  through  their  exercife 
with  the  fame  dexterity  and  regularity  as  a regiment 
of  guards  in  Hyde-Park,  little  knowing,  or  indeed 
being  able  to  form  any  idea  of,  the  difference  between 
the  European  manner  of  fighting,  and  an  American 
expedition  through  woods,  deferts,  and  moraffes. 
Before  he  left  England,  he  received,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Colonel  Napier,  a fet  of  inftrudtions  from 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  By  thefe,  the  attempt 
upon  Niagara  was,  in  a great  meafure,  referred  to 
him,  and  the  redudlion  of  Crown-Point  was  to  be 
left  chiefly  to  the  provincial  forces.  But  above  all, 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  both  verbally  and  in  this  wri- 
ting, frequently  cautioned  him  carefully  to  beware 
of  an  ambufh  or  furprize.  Inflead  of  regarding  this 
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falutary  caution,  his  conceit  of  his  own  abilities  CHAP, 
made  him  difdain  to  afk  the  opinion  of  any  under  ^ 

his  command;  and  the  Indians,  who  would  have 
been  his  fafeft  guards  againft  this  danger  in  parti- 
cular, were  lb  difgufted  by  the  haughtinefs  of  his 
behaviour,  that  moft  of  them  forfook  his  banners. 

Under  thefe  difadvantages  he  began  his  march  from 
Fort-Cumberland  on  the  tenth  of  June,  at  the  head 
of  about  two  thoufand  two  hundred  men,  for  the 
Meadows,  where  Colonel  Wafhington  was  defeated 
the  year  before.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  French  at  Fort  du  Quefne,  which 
had  lately  been  built  on  the  fame  river,  near  its  con- 
fluence with  the  Monangahela,  expedfed  a reinforce- 
ment of  five  hundred  regular  troops : therefore,  that 
he  might  march  with  the  greater  difpatch,  he  left 
Colonel  Dunbar,  with  eight  hundred  men,  to  bring 
up  the  provifions,  ftores,  and  heavy  baggage,  as  fall 
as  the  nature  of  the  fervice  would  permit ; and  with 
the  other  twelve  hundred,  together  with  ten  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  the  neceflary  ammunition  and  pro- 
vifions, he  marched  on  with  fo  much  expedition, 
that  he  feldom  took  anytime  to  reconnoitre  the  woods 
or  thickets  he  was  to  pafs  through  ; as  if  the  nearer 
he  approached  the  enemy,  the  farther  he  was  removed 
from  danger. 

§ IX.  On  the  eighth  of  July,  he  encamped  within 
ten  miles  of  Fort  du  Quefne.  Though  Colonel 
Dunbar  was  then  near  forty  miles  behind  him,  and 
his  officers,  particularly  Sir  Peter  Halket,  earneftly 
entreated  him  to  proceed  with  caution,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  friendly  Indians  who  were  with  him,  byway 
of  advanced  guard,  in  cafe  of  ambufeades;  yet  he 
refumed  his  march  the  next  day,  without  fo  much  as 
endeavouring  to  obtain  any  intelligence  of  the  fitua- 
tion  or  difpofition  of  the  enemy,  or  even  fending 
out  any  fcouts  to  vifit  the  woods  and  thickets  on 
both  fides  of  him,  as  well  as  in  front.  With  this 
careleflhefs  he  was  advancing,  when,  about  noon,  he 
3 was 
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was  fainted  with  a general  fire  upon  his  front,  and 
all  along  his  left  flank,  from  an  enemy  fo  artfully 
concealed  behind  the  trees  and  bufhes,  that  not  a 
man  of  them  could  be  feen.  The  vanguard  imme- 
diately fell  back  upon  the  main  body,  and  in  an 
inftant  the  panick  and  confufion  became  general ; fo 
that  mofb  of  the  troops  fled  with  great  precipitation, 
notwithftanding  all  that  their  officers,  fome  of  whom 
behaved  very  gallantly,  could  do  to  flop  their  career. 
As  to  Braddock  himfelf,  inftead  of  fcouring  the 
thickets  and  buffies  from  whence  the  fire  came,  with 
grape-fliot  from  the  ten  pieces  of  cannon  he  had  with 
him,  or  ordering  flanking  parties  of  his  Indians  to 
advance  againfl:  the  enemy,  he  obftinately  remained 
upon  the  fpot  where  he  was,  and  gave  orders  for  the 
few  brave  officers  and  men  who  ftaid  with  him,  to 
form  regularly,  and  advance.  Mean  while  his  men 
fell  thick  about  him,  and  almofl;  all  his  officers  were 
fingled  out,  one  after  another,  and  killed  or  wounded; 
for  the  Indians,  who  always  take  aim  when  they  fire, 
and  aim  chiefly  at  the  officers,  diftinguiflied  them  by 
their  drefs.  At  lafl:,  the  General,  whofe  obftinacy 
feemed  to  increafe  with  the  danger,  after  having  had 
fome  horfes  fhot  under  him,  received  a mulket  fhot 
through  the  right  arm  and  lungs,  of  which  he  died 
in  a few  hours,  having  been  carried  off  the  field  by 
the  bravery  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gage,  and  another 
of  his  officers.  When  he  dropped,  the  confufion  of 
the  few  that  remained  turned  it  into  a downright  and 
very  diforderly  flight  acrofs  a river  which  they  had 
juft  paffed,  though  no  enemy  appeared,  or  attempted 
to  attack  them.  All  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
baggage  of  the  army  were  left  to  the  enemy,  and, 
among  the  reft,  the  General’s  cabinet,  with  all  his 
letters  and  inftrudlions,  which  the  French  Court  af- 
terwards made  great  ufe  of  in  their  printed  memo- 
rials or  manifeftoes.  The  lofs  of  theEnglifh  in  this 
unhappy  affair  amounted  to  feven  hundred  men, 
Their  officers,  in  particular,  fuffered  much  more 
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tlian  In  the  ordinary  proportion  of  battles  in  Europe. 
Sir  Peter  Halket  fell  by  the  very  firh  fire,  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment ; and  the  General’s  Secretary, 
fon  to  Governor  Shirley,  was  killed  foon  after.  Nei- 
ther the  number  of  men  which  the  enemy  had  in 
this  engagement,  nor  the  lofs  which  they  fuftained, 
could  be  fo  much  as  gueffed  at:  but  the  French  af- 
terwards gave  out,  that  their  number  did  not,  in  the 
whole,  exceed  four  hundred  men,  moftly  Indians ; 
and  that  their  lofs  was  quite  inconfiderable,  as  it  pro- 
bably was,  becaufe  they  lay  concealed  in  fuch  a man- 
ner that  the  Engliilt  knew  not  whither  to  point  their 
mufkets.  The  panick  of  thefe  laft  continued  id 
long,  that  they  never  Hopped  till  they  met  the  rear 
divifion;  and  even  then  they  infeded  thofe  troops 
with  their  terrours ; fo  that  the  army  retreated  with- 
out flopping,  till  they  reached  Fort-Cumberland, 
though  the  enemy  did  not  fo  much  as  attempt  to 
purfue,  nor  ever  appeared  in  fight,  either  in  the 
battle,  or  after  the  defeat.  On  the  whole,  this  was 
perhaps  the  moft  extraordinary  vidory  that  ever 
was  obtained,  and  the  fartheft  flight  that  ever  was 
made. 

§ X.  Had  the  fhattered  remains  of  this  army 
continued  at  Fort-Cumberland,  and  fortified  them- 
felves  there,  as  they  might  eafily  have  done  during 
the  refl  of  the  fummer,  they  would  have  been  fuch 
a check  upon  the  French  and  their  fcalping  Indians, 
as  would  have  prevented  many  of  thofe  ravages  that 
were  committed  in  the  enfuing  winter  upon  the 
iveflern  borders  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania ; but, 
inflead  of  taking  that  prudent  flep,  their  commander 
left  only  the  fick  and  wounded  at  that  fort,  under 
the  protedlion  of  two  companies  of  the  provincial 
militia,  polled  there  by  way  of  garrifon,  and  began 
his  march  on  the  fecond  of  i^uguil:,  with  about  flx- 
teen  hundred  men,  from  Philadelphia  j where  thofe 
troops  could  be  of  no  immediate  fervice.  From 
thence  they  were  ordered  away  to  Albany,  in  New- 
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^ ^in  ^ by  General  Shirley,  on  whom  the  chief  com* 

^ i mand  of  the  troops  in  America  had  devolved  by  the 
1755.  death  of  Major-General  Braddock.  Virginia,  Ma- 
ryland, and  Pennfylvania,  were  by  thefe  means  left 
entirely  to  take  care  of  themfelves,  which  they  might 
have  done  eftedlually,  had  they  been  united  in  their 
councils : but  the  ufual  difputes,  between  their  go- 
vernors and  affemblies,  defeated  every  faliitary  plan 
that  was  propofed.  Pennfylvania,  the  moft  powerful 
of  the  three,  was  rendered  quite  impotent,  either  for 
its  own  defence,  or  that  of  its  neighbours,  by  thefe 
unhappy  contefts ; though,  at  laft,  the  Aflembly  of 
that  province,  fenfible  of  the  cianger  to  v/hich  they 
were  expofed,  and  feeing  the  abfolute  neceflity  of 
providing  a ftanding  military  force,  and  of  erefting 
fome  forts  to  defend  their  wefhern  fjontier,  palfed  a 
bill  for  raifing  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  But  even  this 
fum,  fmall  as  it  was,  even  to  a degree  of  ridicule, 
confidering  the  richnefs  of  the  province,  and  the 
extent  of  its  frontier,  could  not  be  obtained;  the 
Governor  pofitively  refufing  to  give  his  aflent  to  the 
a6t  of  the  Affembly,  becauie  they  had  taxed  the  pro- 
prietaries eftates  equally  with  thole  of  the  inhabitants, 
which,  he  faid,  he  was  ordered  by  his  inftrudtions 
not  to  confent  to,  nor  indeed  any  new  tax  upon  the 
proprietaries ; and  the  AlTembly  confifting  chiefly  of 
members  whofe  eftates  lay  in  the  eaftern  or  interior 
parts  of  the  province,  as  pofitively  refufing  to  alter 
their  bill.  One  would  be  apt  to  think,  that,  in  a 
cafe  of  fuch  urgent  neceflity,  the  Governor  might 
have  ventured  to  give  his  affent  to  the  bill  under  a 
proteft,  that  it  fhould  not  prejudice  the  rights  of  the 
proprietaries  upon  any  future  occafion:  but  as  he 
did  not,  the  bill  was  dropped,  and  the  province 
left  defencelefs ; by  which  means  it  afterwards  fuf- 
fered  feverely,  to  the  deftruclion  of  many  of  the 
poor  inhabitants  upon  the  weftern  frontier,  and  to 
the  imprefling  the  Indians  with  a contemptible  opi- 
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nion  of  the  Englilh,  and  the  higheft  efteem  of  the  chap. 

French.  ^ 

§ XI.  Our  colonies  to  the  north  of  Pennfylvania  , 
were  more  adive,  and  more  fuccefsful  in  their  pre- 
parations for  war.  New- York,  following  the  example 
of  New-England,  paffed  an  ad  to  prohibit  the  fend- 
ing of  provifions  to  any  French  port  or  fettlement 
on  the  continent  of  North-America,  or  any  of  the 
adjacent  iflands ; and  alfo  for  raifing  forty-five  thou- 
fand  pounds,  on  eftates  real  and  perfonal,  for  the 
better  defence  of  their  colony,  which  lay  more  ex- 
poled  than  any  other  to  a French  invafion  from 
Crown-Point.  However,  this  fum,  great  as  it  might 
feem  to  them,  was  far  from  being  fufficient ; nor, 
indeed,  could  they  have  provided  properly  for  their 
fecurity,  without  the  affiftance  of  our  other  colonies 
to  the  eaft  of  them ; but  with  their  help,  and  the 
additional  fuccour  of  the  fmall  body  of  regular 
troops  expeded  under  Colonel  Dunbar,  they  boldly 
refolved  upon  offenfive  meafures,  which,  when  prac^ 
ticable,  are  always  the  fafeft;  and  two  expeditions, 
one  againft  the  French  fort  at  Crown-Point,  and  the 
other  againft  their  fort  at  Niagara,  between  the  lakes 
Ontario  and  Erie,  were  fet  on  foot’  at  the  fame  time. 

The  former  of  thefe  expeditions  was  appointed  to  be 
executed  under  the  command  of  General  Johnfon,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who  had  long  refided  upon  the 
Mohock  river,  in  the  weftern  parts  of  New- York, 
where  he  had  acquired  a confiderable  eftate,  and  was 
univerfally  beloved,  not  only  by  the  inhabitants,  bur 
alfo  by  the  neighbouring  Indians,  whofe  language  he 
had  learnt,  and  whofe  affedions  he  had  gained  bv 
his  humanity  towards  them.  The  expedition  againft 
Niagara  was  commanded  by  General  Shirley  hlmfelf. 

§ XII.  The  rendezvous  of  the  troops  for  both 
thefe  expeditions  was  appointed  to  be  at  Albany, 
where  moft  of  them  arrived  before  the  end  of  June; 
but  the  artillery,  batteaux,  provifions,  and  other 
neceftarics  for  the  attempt  upon  Crown-Point,  could 
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not  be  prepared  till  the  eighth  of  Aiiguft:,  when  Ge- 
neral Johnlbn  fet  out  with  them  from  Albany  for  the 
Carrying-place  from  Hudfon^s  river  to  Lake- 
George.  There  the  troops  had  already  arrived,  un- 
der the  command  of  Major-General  Lyman,  and 
con  filled  of  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  men, 
befides  Indians,  raifed  by  the  governments  of  Rollon, 
Connecticut,  New-Hampfhire,  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
New-York.  Every  thing  was  then  prepared  as  fall 
as  poffible  for  a march ; and  towards  the  end  of  the 
month.  General  Johnfon  advanced  about  fourteei> 
miles  forv^ard  with  his  troops,  and  encamped  in  a 
very  ftrong  fituation,  covered  on  each  fide  by  a thick 
wooded  fwamp,  by  Lake-George  in  his  rear,  and  by 
a breaft-work  of  trees,  ciit  down  for  that  purpofe, 
in  his  front.  Here  he  reiblved  to  wait  the  arrival 
of  his  batteaux,  and  afterwards  to  proceed  to  Ticon- 
deroga,  at  the  other  end  of  the  lake,  from  whence 
it  was  but  about  fifteen  miles  to  the  fort  at  the  fouth 
end  of  Lake  Corlaer,  or  Champlain,  called  Fort- 
Frederick  by  the  French,  and  by  us  Crown-Point, 
Whihl  he  was  thus  encamped,  fome  of  his  Indian 
fcouts,  of  which  he  took  care  to  fend  out  numbers 
along  both  Tides,  and  to  the  farther  end  of  Lake- 
George,  brouglit  him  intelligence  that  a confiderable 
number  of  the  enemy  were  then  on  their  march 
from  Ticonderoga,  by  the  way  of  the  fouth  bay, 
towards  the  fortified  encampment,  fince  called  Fort- 
Edward,  which  General  Lyman  had  built  at  the 
Carrying- places  and  in  which  four  or  five  hundred 
of  the  New-FIampfliire  and  New-York  men  had 
been  left  as  a garrilbn.  Upon  this  information  Ge- 
neral Johnfon  Tent  two  exprefies,  one  after  the  other, 
to  Colonel  Blanchard,  their  commander,  with  orders 
to  call  in  all  his  out-parties,  and  to  keep  his  whole 
force  within  the  entrenchments.  About  twelve 
o’clock  at  night,  thofe  who  had  been  Tent  upon  the 
fecond  exprefs  returned  with  an  account  of  their 
having  feen  the  enemy  within  four  miles  of  the  camp 
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the  Carrying-place,  which  they  fcarcely  doubted  c H A P* 
their  having  by  that  time  attacked.  Important  as  ^ 
the  defence  of  this  place  was  for  the  fafety  of  the  "“TTiS- 
whole  army,  and  imminent  as  the  danger  feemed  to 
be,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  General  then  called 
any  council  of  war,  or  refolved  upon  any  thing  for 
its  relief:  but  early  the  next  morning  he  called  a 
council,  wherein  it  was  unadviledly  refolved  to  de- 
tach a thoufand  men,  with  a number  of  Indians,  to 
intercept,  or,  as  the  Generaks  expreffion  was  in  his 
letter,  to  catch  the  enemy  in  their  retreat,  either  as 
vi61:ors,  or  as  defeated  in  their  defign.  This  expe- 
dient was  refolved  on,  though  no  one  knew  the 
number  of  the  enemy,  nor  could  obtain  any  infor- 
mation in  that  refpe6t  from  the  Indian  fcouts,  be- 
caufe  the  Indians  have  no  words  or  figns  for  ex- 
prelTing  any  large  number,  which,  when  it  exceeds 
their  reckoning,  they  hgnify  by  pointing  to  the  ftars 
in  the  firmament,  or  to  the  hair  of  the  head ; and 
♦his  they  often  do  to  denote  a number  lefs  than  a 
thoufand,  as  well  as  to  fignify  ten  thouland,  or  any 
greater  number. 

§ XIII.  Betvreen  eight  and  nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning  a thoufand  men,  with  two  hundred  Indiana, 
were  detached  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Wil- 
. liarns;  but  they  had  not  been  gone  two  hours,  when 
thofe  in  the  camp  began  to  hear  a clofe  firing,  at 
about  three  or  four  miles  diftance,  as  they  judged: 
as  it  approached  nearer  and  nearer,  they  rightly  flip- 
pofed  that  their  detachment  was  overpowered,  and 
retreating  towards  the  camp ; which  was  foon  con^ 
firmed  by  fome  fugitives,  and  prefently  after  by  whole 
companies,  who  fled  back  in  great  confufion!  In  a 
very  Ihort  time  after,  the  enemy  appeared  marchinp- 
in  regular  order  up  to  the  centre  of  the  camp,  where 
the  confternation  was  fo  great,  that,  if  they  had  at- 
tacked the  breaft-work  directly,  they  might  probably 
havT  thrown  all  into  confufion,  and  obtained  an  eafy 
victory  ; but,  fortunately  for  the  Kngliili,  they  halted 
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B o o K for  fome  time  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  yards  diL 

r .tance,  and  from  thence  began  their  attack  with 
1755,  platoon  firing,  too  far  off  to  do  much  hurt,  efpe- 
cially  againfl  troops  who  were  defended  by  a ftrong 
breaft-work.  On  the  contrary,  this  ineffe6lual  fire 
ferved  only  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  thefe  lafl,  who, 
having  prepared  their  artillery  during  the  time  that 
the  French  halted,  began  to  play  it  fo  brifkly  upon 
the  enemy,  that  the  Canadians  and  Indians  in  their 
fervice  fled  immediately  into  the  woods  on  each  fide 
of  the  camp,  and  there  fquatted  under  bufhes,  or 
fivulked  behind  trees,  from  whence  they  continued 
firing  with  very  little  execution,  mofl:  of  their  ihot 
being  intercepted  by  the  brakes  and  thickets ; for 
they  never  had  the  courage  to  advance  to  the  verge 
of  the  wood.  Baron  Diefkau,  who  commanded  the 
French,  being  thus  left  alone,  with  his  regular  troops, 
at  the  front  of  the  camp,  finding  he  could  not  make 
a clofe  attack  upon  the  centre  with  his  fmall  number 
of  men,  moved  firfl  to  the  left,  and  then  to  the 
right,  at  both  which  places  he  endeavoured  to  force 
a paffage,  but  was  repulfed,  being  unfupported  by 
the  irregulars.  Inflead  of  retreating,  as  he  ought  in 
prudence  to  have  done,  he  ftill  continued  his  pla- 
toon and  bufh-firing  till  four  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon, during  which  time  his  regular  troops  fuffered 
greatly  by  the  fire  from  the  camp,  and  were  at  lafl 
thrown  into  confufion  ; v/hich  was  no  fooner  per- 
ceived by  General  Johnfon’s  men,  than  they,  without 
waiting  for  orders,  leaped  over  their  breafl-work, 
attacked  the  enemy  on  all  fides,  and,  after  killing 
and  taking  a confiderable  number  of  them,  entirely 
difperfed  the  reft.  The  French,  whofe  numbers,  at 
the  beginning  of  this  engagement,  amounted  to 
about  two  thoufand  men,  including  two  hundred 
grenadiers,  eight  hundred  Canadians,  and  the  reft 
Indians  of  different  nations,  had  between  feven  and 
eight  hundred  men  killed,  and  thirty  taken  pri- 
foners:  among  the  latter  was  Baron  Diefkau  himfelf, 
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whom  they  found  at  a little  diftance  from  the  field  of  C 
battle,  dangeroufly  w^ounded,  and  leaning  on  the  ^ 
flump  of  a tree  for  his  fupport.  The  Englifh  loft 
about  two  hundred  men,  and  thole  chiefly  of  the 
detachment  under  Colonel  Williams  ; for  they  had 
very  few  either  killed  or  wounded  in  the  attack  upon 
their  camp,  and  not  any  of  diftindion,  except  Colonel 
Titcomb  killed,  and  the  General  himfelf  and  Major 
Nichols  wounded.  Among  the  flain  of  the  detach- 
ment, which  would  probably  have  been  entirely  cut 
off  had  not  Lieutenant- Colonel  Cole  been  fent  out 
from  the  camp  with  three  hundred  men,  with  which 
he  ftopped  the  enemy’s  purfuit,  and  covered  the  re- 
treat of  his  friends,  were  Colonel  Williams,  Major 
Alhley,  fix  captains,  ancftfeveral  fubalterns,  befides 
private  men  j and  the  Indians  reckoned  that  they  had 
loft  forty  men,  befides  the  brave  old  Hendrick,  the 
Mohock  Sachem,  or  chief  Captain. 

§ XIV.  When  Baron  Diefkau  fet  out  from  Ticon- 
deroga,  his  defign  was  only  to  furprize  and  cut  off 
the  entrenched  camp,  now  called  Fort-Edward,  at 
the  Carrying-place,  where  there  were  but  four  or 
five  hundred  men.  If  he  had  executed  this  fcheme, 
our  army  would  have  been  thrown  into  great  diffi- 
culties ; for  it  could  neither  have  proceeded  farther, 
nor  have  fubfifted  where  it  was,  and  he  might  have 
found  an  opportunity  to  attack  it  with  great  advan- 
tage in  its  retreat.  But  when  he  was  within  four  or 
five  miles  of  that  fort,  his  people  were  informed 
that  there  were  feveral  cannon  there,  and  none  at  the 
camp ; upon  which  they  all  defired  to  be  led  on  to 
this  laft,  which  he  the  more  readily  confented  to,  as 
he  himfelf  had  been  told  by  an  Englifh  prifoner, 
who  had  left  this  camp  but  a few  days  before,  that 
it  was  quite  defencclefs,  being  without  any  lines,  and 
deftitute  of  cannon;  which,  in  effe6l,  was  true  at 
that  time ; for  the  cannon  did  not  arrive,  nor  was 
the  breaft-work  erected,  till  about  two  days  before 
the  engagement.  To  this  mifinformation,  there- 
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BOOK  fore,  mufl  be  imputed  this  ilep,  which  would  other- 
^ wife  be  inconfiftent  with  the  general  charafter  and 
,753.  abilities  of  Baron  Diefkau.  A lefs  juftifiable  error 
feems  to  have  been  committed  by  General  Johnfon, 
in  not  detaching  a party  to  purfue  the  enemy  when 
they  were  defeated  and  fled.  Perhaps  he  was  pre- 
vented from  fo  doing  by  the  ill  fate  of  the  detach- 
ment he  had  fent  out  in  the  morning  under  Colonel 
Williams.  However  that  may  be,  his  negledt,  in  this 
refpeft,  had  like  to  have  been  fatal  the  next  day  to 
a detachment  fent  from  Fort- Edward,  conflfting  of 
an  hundred  and  twenty  men  of  the  New-Hampfhire 
regiment,  under  Captain  M‘Ginnes,  as  a reinforce- 
ment to  the  army  at  the  camp.  This  party  fell  in 
with  between  three  and  four  hundred  men  of  Dief- 
kau’s  troops,  near  the  fpot  where  Colonel  Williams 
had  been  defeated  the  day  before;  but  M^Ginnes 
having  timely  notice  by  his  fcouts  of  the  approach 
of  an  enemy,  made  fuch  a difpofition,  that  he  not 
only  repulfed  the  aflfailants,  but  defeated  and  entirely 
difperfed  them,  with  the  lofs  only  of  two  men  killed, 
eleven  wounded,  and  five  milTing.  He  himfelf  un- 
fortunatelv  died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  this 

j 

engagement,  a few  days  after  he  arrived  at  the  camp 
with  Ills  party. 

§ XV.  It  was  now  judged  too  late  in  the  year  to 
proceed  to  the  attack  of  Crov/n-Point,  as  it  would 
have  been  neceffary,  in  that  cafe,  to  build  a ftrong 
fort  in  the  place  where  the  camp  then  was,  in  order 
to  fecure  a communication  with  xAlbany,  fromwirence 
only  the  troops  could  expecf  to  be  reinforced,  or 
fuppiied  with  frefli  fiores  of  ammunition  or  provi- 
fions.  I'hey,  therefore,  fet  out  upon  their  return 
foon  after  this  engagem.ent,  having  firfl;  ere(51ed  a 
little  llockaded  fort,  at  tlie  hither  end  of  Lake 
George,  in  which  they  left  a fmall  garrifon,  as  a 
future  prey  for  the  enemy ; a misfortune  w'hich  might 
eafily  have  been  forefeen,  becaiife  this  whole  army, 
being  country  militia,  Vvas  to  be  dilbanded,  and 

return 
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return  to  their  refpe^live  homes,  as  they  actually  did 
foon  after  their  retreat  to  Albany.  This  was  all 
the  glory,  this  all  the  advantage,  that  the  Englifli 
nation  acquired  by  fuch  an  expenfive  expedition. 
But  fo  little  had  the  Englifh  been  accuftomed  of  late 
to  hear  of  vidory,  that  they  rejoiced  at  this  advan- 
tage, as  if  it  had  been  an  adion  of  the  greateft  con- 
fequence.  The  General  was  highly  applauded  for 
his  condud,  and  liberally  rewarded  ^ for  he  was 
created  a baronet  by  his  Majedy,  and  prefented 
with  five  thoufand  pounds  by  the  Parliament. 

§ XVI.  The  preparations  for  General  Shirly’s  ex- 
pedition againg  Niagara  were  not  only  deficient, 
but  fhamefully  (low ; though  it  was  well  known  that 
even  the  poflibility  of  his  fuccefs  muft,  in  a great 
meafure,  depend  upon  his  fetting  out  early  in  the 
year,  as  will  appear  to  any  perfon  that  confiders  the 
fituation  of  our  fort  at  Ofwego,  this  being  the  only 
way  by  which  he  could  proceed  to  Niagara.  Of- 
wego lies  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  lake  Ontario, 
near  three  hundred  miles  almofi:  due-weft  from 
Albany  in  New-York.  The  way  to  it  from  thence, 
though  long  and  tedious,  is  the  more  convenient, 
as  the  far  greateft  part  of  it  admits  of  water-carriage, 
by  what  the  inhabitants  call  batteaux,  which  are  a 
kind  of  light  flat-bottomed  boats,  wideft  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  pointed  at  each  end,  of  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred weight  burden,  and  managed  by  two  men, 
called  batteau  men,  with  paddles  and  fetting  poles, 
the  rivers  being  in  many  places  too  narrow  to  ad- 
mit of  oars.  From  Albany  to  the  village  of  Shenec- 
tady,  about  fixteen  miles,  is  a good  waggon-road. 
From  thence  to  the  little  Falls  in  the  Mohock  river, 
being  fixty  five  miles,  the  paftage  is  by  water-car- 
riage up  that  river,  and  confequently  againft  the 
ftream,  which  in  many  places  is  fomewhat  rapid, 
and  in  others  fo  (hallow,  that,  when  the  river  is 
low,  the  watermen  are  obliged  to  get  out,  and 
draw  their  batteaux  over  the  rifts.  At  the  little 
0 Falls 
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Falls  is  a poftage,  or  land  carriage,  for  about  a 
mile,  over  a ground  fo  marfhy,  tliat  it  will  not  bear 
any  wheel- carriage : but  a colony  of  Germans  fettled 
there,  attend  with  fledges,  on  which  they  draw  the 
loaded  batteaux  to  the  next  place  of  embarkation 
upon  the  fame  river.  From  thence  they  proceed  by 
water  up  that  river,  for  fifty  miles,  to  the  Carrying- 
place,  near  the  head  of  it,  where  there  is  another 
poftage,  the  length  of  which  depends  upon  the  dry- 
nefs  or  wetnefs  of  the  feafon,  but  is  generally  above 
fix  or  eight  miles  over  in  the  fummer  months. 
Here  the  batteaux  are  again  carried  upon  fledges, 
till  they  come  to  a narrow  river  called  Wood’s 
Creek,  down  which  they  are  wafted  on  a gentle 
ftream,  for  about  forty  miles,  into  the  lakeOneyada, 
which  fliretches  from  eaft  to  weft  about  thirty  miles, 
and  is  pafled  with  great  eafe  and  fafety  in  calm  wea- 
ther. At  the  weftern  end  of  this  lake  is  the  river  Onon- 
daga, which,  after  a courfe  of  between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles,  unites  with  the  river  Cayuga,  or  Seneca, 
and  their  united  ftreams  run  into  the  lake  Ontario,  at 
the  place  where  Ofwego  fort  is  fituated.  But  this 
j*i\^er  is  fo  rapid  as  to  be  fometimes  dangerous,  be- 
fides  its  being  full  of  rifts  and  rocks;  and  about 
twelve  miles  on  this  fide  of  Ofwego  there  is  a fall 
of  eleven  feet  perpendicular,  where  there  is  confe- 
qucntly  a poftage,  which,  however,  does  not  exceed 
forty  yards.  From  thence  the  paflage  is  eafy  quite 
to  Ofwego.  The  lake  Ontario,  on  which  this  fort 
ftands,  is  near  two  hundred  and  eighty  leagues  in 
circumference:  its  figure  is  oval,  and  its  depth  runs 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  fathoms.  On  the  north 
fide  of  it  are  feverallittle  gulfs.  There  is  a commu- 
nication between  this  lake  and  that  of  the  Hurons 
bv  the  river  'Fanafuate,  from  whence  it  is  a land 
carriage  of  fix  or  eight  leagues  to  the  river  Toronto, 
which  falls  into  it.  The  French  have  two  forts  of 
confequence  on  this  lake;  Frontenac,  which  com- 
mands the  river  St.  Lawrence,  where  the  lake  com- 
municates 
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municates  with  it ; and  Niagara,  which  conimands  chap. 
the  communication  between  the  lake  Ontario  and  _ ^ 

the  lake  Erie.  But  of  thefe  forts,  and  this  laft  lake, 
which  is  one  of  the  fined  in  the  world,  we  fliall 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 

§ XVII.  Though  we  had  long  been  in  pofledion 
of  fort  Ofvvego,  and  though  it  lay  greatly  expofed  to 
the  French,  particularly  to  thole  of  Canada,  upon 
any  rupture  between  the  two  nations,  we  had  never 
taken  care  to  render  it  tolerably  defenfible,  or  even 
to  build  a fingle  vedel  fit  for  navigating  the  lake: 
nor  was  this  drange  neglecd  ever  taken  effedtual  no- 
tice of,  till  the  beginning  of  this  year,  when,  at  a 
meeting  which  General  Braddock  had  in  April  with 
the  governors  and  chief  gentlemen  of  feveral  of  our 
colonies  at  Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  it  was  rcfolved 
to  drengthen  both  the  fort  and  garrifon  at  Ofwego, 
and  to  build  fome  large  vefiels  at  that  place.  Ac- 
cordingly, a number  of  fhipwrights  and  workmen 
were  lent  thither  in  May  and  June.  At  the  fame 
time  Captain  Braddreet  marched  thither  with  two 
companies  of  an  hundred  men  each,  to  reinforce 
the  hundred  that  were  there  before  under  Captain 
King,  to  which  number  the  garrifon  had  been  in- 
creafed  fince  our  conteds  with  France  began  to  grow 
ferious.  For  a long  time  before,  not  above  twenty- 
five  men  were  left  to  defend  this  pod,  which  from 
its  great  importance,  and  the  fituation  of  affairs  at 
this  junfture,  mod  certainly  required  a much 
dronger  garrifon  than  was  put  into  it  even  at  this 
junfture:  but  ceconomy  was  the  chief  thing  con- 
fiilted  in  the  beginning  of  this  war,  and  to  that, 
in  a great  meafure,  was  owing  its  long  duration. 

§ XVIII.  From  the  above  defcription  of  the 
pafiTage  from  Albany  to  Ofwego,  it  is  plain  how  ne- 
celfary  it  was  that  the  troops  intended  for  this  expe- 
dition fhould  have  fet  out  early  in  the  fpring.  But 
inftead  of  that  the  very  firft  of  them.  Colonel 
Schtiyler  s New-Jerfey  regiment,  did  not  begin  their 
march  till  after  the  beginning  of  J uly  ; and  juft  as 
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BOOK  Shirley’s  and  Pepperell’s  regiments  were  preparing  to 
III.  follow,  the  melancholy  account  of  Braddock’s  dif. 
^ after  arrived  at  Albany,  where  it  fo  damped  the 
fpirits  of  the  people,  and  fpread  fuch  a terror,  that 
many  of  the  troops  deferred,  and  moft  of  the  batteau 
men  difperfed,  and  ran  home,  by  which  means 
even  all  the  neceffary  ftores  could  not  be  carried 
along  with  the  troops.  Notwithftanding  this  dif- 
appointment.  General  Shirley  fet  out  from  Albany 
before  the  end  of  July,  with  as  many  of  the  troops 
and  ftores  as  he  could  procure  a conveyance  for, 
hoping  to  be  joined  in  his  route  by  great  numbers 
of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  whom  he  fent 
invitations  to  that  effedl  as  he  pafte'd  by  their  fettle- 
ments  : but  they,  inftead  of  complying  with  his  de- 
fire,  abfolutely  declared  againft  all  hoftilities  on  that 
lide  of  the  country  j and  infifted  that  Ofwego,  being 
a place  of  traffick  and  peace,  ought  not  to  be  dif- 
turbed  either  by  the  Englifh  or  die  French,  as  if 
they  could  have  perfuaded  both  parties  to  agree  to 
fuch  a local  truce.  Upon  this  refufal,  Mr.  Shirley 
proceeded  forward,  being  joined  by  very  few  In- 
dians, and  arrived  at  Ofwego  on  the  feventeenth  or 
eighteenth  of  Auguft ; but  the  reft  of  the  troops 
and  artillery  did  not  arrive  till  the  laft  day  of  that 
month;  and,  even  then,  their  ftore  of  provifions 
was  not  fufficient  to  enable  them  to  proceed  againft 
Niagara,  though  fome  tolerable  good  veftcls  had 
by  this  time  been  built  and  got  ready  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  General  now  refolved  to  take  but  fix 
hundred  men  with  him  for  the  attack  of  Niagara, 
and  to  leave  the  reft  of  his  army,  confifting  of  about 
fourteen  hundred  more,  at  Ofwego,  to  defend  that 
place,  in  cafe  the  French  fhould  attack  it  in  his 
abfence,  which  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  they 
might,  as  they  had  then  a confiderable  force  at  Fort 
Frontenac,  from  whence  they  would  eafily  crofs  over 
the  lake  Ontario  to  Ofwego.  However,  he 
ftili  obliged  to  wait  at  Ofwego  for  provifions,  of 

which  at  length  afmall  fupply  arrived  on  the  twenty- 
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Tixth  of  September,  barely  fufficient  to  fupport  liis 
men  dining  their  intended  expedition,  and  to  allow 
Twelve  days  lliort  fubfiftence  for  thole  he  left  behind. 
But  by  this  time  the  rainy  boifterous  fcafon  had 
begun,  on  which  account  moft  of  his  Indians  had 
already  left  him,  and  were  returned  home ; and  the 
few  that  remained  with  him  declared  that  there  was 
no  crofling  the  lake  Ontario  in  batteaux  at  that  Tea- 
fon,  or  any  time  before  the  next  fummer.  In  this 
perplexity  he  called  a council  of  war,  which,  after 
weighing  all  circumftances,  unanimoufly  refolved  to 
defer  the  attempt  upon  Niagara  till  the  next  year, 
and  to  employ  the  troops,  whilft  they  remained  at 
Ofwego,  in  building  barracks,  and  eredling,  or  at 
leaf!  beginning  to  eredl,  two  new  forts,  one  on  the 
call  lide  of  the  river  Onondaga,  four  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  diftant  from  the  old  fort,  which  it  was  to 
command,  as  well  as  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
and  to  be  called  Ontario-fort;  and  the  other  four 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  weft  of  the  old  fort,  to  be 
called  Ofwego  new  fort. 

§ XIX.  Thefe  things  being  agreed  on,  General 
Shirley,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  troops  under 
his  command,  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Albany  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  Oftober,  leaving  Colonel 
Mercer,  with  a garrifon  of  about  feven  hundred- 
men,  at  Ofwego ; though  repeated  advice  had  been 
received,  that  the  French  had  then  at  leaft  a thou- 
fand  men  at  their  fort  of  Frontenac,  upon  the  fame 
lake : and,  what  v;as  ftill  worfe,  the  new  forts  were 
not  yet  near  completed  j but  left  to  be  finifiied  by 
the  hard  labour  of  Colonel  Mercer  and  his  little 
garrifon,  with  the  addition  of  this  melancholy  cir- 
cumftance,  that,  if  befieged  by  the  enemv  in  the 
winter,  it  would  not  be  poiTible  for  his  friends  to 
come  to  his  affiftance.  Thus  ended  this  year’s  uh- 
fortunate  campaign,  during  which  the  French,  with 
the  affiftance  of  their  Indian  allies,  continued  their 
murders,  fcalping,  Captivating,  and  laying  wafte 
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the  weftern  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvanla, 
during  the  whole  winter. 

§ XX.  The  minifters  of  the  two  jarring  powers 
were  very  bufily  employed  this  year  at  moll  of  the 
courts  of  Europe ; but  their  tranfa61:Ions  were  kept 
extremely  fecret.  The  French  endeavoured  to  in- 
fpire  the  Spaniards  with  ajealoufy  of  the  ftrengthof 
the  Englifh  by  fea,  efpecially  in  America  j and  the 
Spanifh  court  feemed  inclined  to  accept  of  the  office 
of  mediator:  but  Mr.  Wall,  who  was  perfedly  well 
acquainted  with  the  Rate  of  affairs  between  England 
and  France,  feconded  the  reprefentations  of  the 
Britifh  miniftry,  which  demonftrated,  that,  how- 
ever willing  Great-Britain  might  be  to  accept  of  the 
mediation  of  Spain,  fhe  could  not  agree  to  any 
fufpenfion  of  arms  in  America,  which  France  infilled 
on  as  a preliminary  condition,  without  hazarding 
the  whole  of  her  intereft  there ; and  that  the  cap- 
tures which  had  been  made  by  the  Englifh  were  the 
neceffary  confequence  of  the  encroachments  and 
injuflice  of  the  French,  particularly  in  that  country. 
Upon  this  remonflrance,  all  further  talk  of  the  me- 
diation of  Spain  was  dropped,  and  the  miniftry  of 
Verfailles  had  recourfe  to  the  Princes  of  Germany; 
amongeft  whom  the  Eledlor  of  Cologn  was  foon 
brought  over  to  their  party,  fo  as  to  confent  to  their 
forming  magazines  in  his  territories  in  Weftphalia. 
This  was  a plain  indication  of  their  defign  againft 
Hanover,  which  they  foon  after  made  his  Britan- 
nick  Majefty,  who  was  then  at  Hanover,  an  offer 
of  fparing,  if  he  would  agree  to  certain  conditions 
of  neutrality  for  that  eledlorate,  which  he  rejefted 
with  difdain.  Then  the  Count  D’Aubeterre,  envoy 
extraordinary  from  France  at  the  court  of  Vienna, 
propofed  a fecret  negociation  with  the  minifters  of 
the  Emprefs-Queen.  The  fecret  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  Peterfburgh,  between  the  two  Empreffes, 
had  ftipulated  a kind  of  partition  of  the  Pruffian 
territories,  in  cafe  that  Prince  ftiould  infringe  the 
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treaty  of  Drefden;  but  his  Britannick  Majefty,c 
though  often  invited,  had  always  refufed  to  agree  to 
any  fiich  ftipulation  j and  the  King  of  Poland,  how- 
foever  lie  might  be  inclined  to  favour  the  fcheme, 
did  not  dare  to  avow  it  formally,  till  matters  fhould 
be  more  ripe  for  carring  it  into  execution.  The 
court  of  Vienna,  whofe  favourite  meafure  this  was, 
began  to  liften  to  D’Aubeterre’s  infmuations,  and 
by  degrees  entered  into  negociations  with  him, 
which,  in  the  end,  were  produdlive  of  that  unnatural 
confederacy  between  the  Emprefs-Queen  and  the 
King  of  France,  of  which  further  notice  will  be  taken 
in  the  occurrences  of  the  next  year,  when  the  treaty 
between  them,  into  which  they  afterwards  found 
means  fecretly  to  bring  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  was 
concluded  at  Verfailles. 

§ XXI.  The  King  of  England  taking  it  for 
granted  that  the  French  would  invade  Hanover,  in 
confequence  of  their  rupture  with  Great-Britain, 
which  feemed  to  be  near  at  hand,  began  to  take 
meafures  for  the  defence  of  that  eledlor ate.  To  this 
end,  'during  his  flay  at  Hanover,  he  concluded,  on 
the  eighteenth  of  June,  a treaty  with  the  Landgrave 
of  Helfe-Caffel,  by  which  his  Serene  Highnefs  en- 
gaged to  hold  in  readinefs,  during  four  years,  for 
his  Majefty’s  fervice,  a body  of  eight  thoufand 
men,  to  be  employed,  if  required,  upon  the  con- 
tinent, or  in  Britain  or  Ireland  ^ but  not  on  board 
the  fleet,  or  beyond  the  feas:  and  alfo,  if  his  Bri- 
tannick Majefly  lEould  judge  it  neceflTary  or  advan- 
tageous for  his  fervice,  to  furniflb  and  join  to  this 
body  of  eight  thoufand  men,  within  fix  months 
after  they  fliould  be  demanded,  four  thoufand  more, 
of  which  feven  hundred  were  to  be  horfe  dragoons, 
and  each  regiment  of  infantry  to  have  two  field 
pieces  of  cannon  Another  treaty  was  begun  with 

RufTia 

♦ The  King,  on  his  fide,  promifed  to  pay  to  the  Landgrave  for 
thefe  I'uccours,  eighty  crowns  banco,  by  way  of  levy-money,  for 
every  trooper  or  dragoon  duely  armed  and  mounted,  and  thirty 
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BOOK  RufTia  about  the  fame  time;  but  this  did  not  take 
effedt  during  his  Majefty’s  refidence  at  Hanover: 
that  others  were  not  concluded  was  the  more  fur- 
prifing,  as  our  fubfidy  treaty  with  Saxony  had  then 
expired,  and  that  with  Bavaria  was  near  expiring, 
and  as  the  fecuring  of  thefe  two  Princes  in  our  in- 
tereft  v/as  at  leaf!:  as  necelTary  towards  forming  a 
fufficient  confederacy  upon  the  continent  for  the 
defence  of  Hanover,  as  it  was  to  fecure  the  Land- 
grave of  Heffe-Caflel.  If  the  reafon  of  their  not 
being  engaged,  and  no  other  feems  fo  probable, 
was,  that  they  refufed  to  renew  their  treaties  with 
England  upon  any  terms,  all  that  can  be  faid  is, 
that  they  were  guilty  of  flagrant  ingratitude,  as  they 
had  both  received  a fubfidy  from  this  kingdom  for 
many  years  in  time  of  peace,  when  they  neither  were 
nor  could  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  interefl  of  Great- 
Britain. 

§ XXII.  On  the  fifteenth  of  July  an  exprefs  ar- 
rived from  Admiral  Bofeawen,  with  an  account  of  his 
having  taken  the  two  French  fnips  of  war,  the  Alcide 
and  the  Lys.  This  was  certainly  contrary  to  the 
' expedtation  of  the  court  of  France ; for  had  they  ap- 
prehended any  fuch  attacks,  they  would  not  have 
ordered  Mr.  M’Namara  to  return  to  Breft  with  the 
chief  part  of  their  fquadron;  nor  was  it,  perhaps, 
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crowns  banco  for  every  footfoldier;  the  crown  to  be  reckoned  at 
fifty-three  fols  of  Holland,  or  at  four  Ihillings  and  nine  pence  three 
farthings  Engliflr  money}  and  alfo  to  pay  to  his  Serene  Highnefs, 
for  the  eight  thoufand  men,  an  annual  fubfidy  of  an  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  crowns  banco,  during  the  four  years,  to  commence 
from  the  day  of  figning  the  treaty  } which  fubfidy  was  to  be  increas'd 
to  three  hundred  thoufand  crowns  yearly,  from  the  time  of  requiring 
the  troops,  to  the  time  of  their  entering  into  Brltifii  pay,  and  in  cafe 
of  their  being  difmifi'ed,  the  faid  fubfidy  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
crowns  was  then  to  revive  and  be  continued  during  the  refidueof  the 
term}  bur,  if  twelve  thoufand  men  were  demanded  and  furnilhed,  the 
fubfidy  was  then  to  be  increafed  in  proportion  } and  in  cafe  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  fiiould  at  any  time  think  fit  to  fend  hack  thefe 
troops,  before  the  expiration  of  the  treaty,  notice  thereof  was  to  be 
given  to  his  Serene  Highnefs  three  months  beforehand  } one  month’s 
pay  was  to  be  allowed  them  for  their  return,  and  they  were  to  be  fur- 
lyflied  gratis  with  theneceflary  tranfport  veffels. 
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kfs  contrary  to  the  expeftation  of  fome  of  our  own 
miniftry:  but  as  matters  had  been  carried  fo  far, 
it  was  then  too  late  to  retreat;  and,  therefore,  orders 
were  foon  after  given  to  all  our  Ihips  of  war  to  make 
reprifals  upon  the  French,  by  taking  their  Ihips 
wherever  they  Ihould  meet  therp.  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  failed  from  Portfmouth  on  the  twenty-firft 
of  July,  with  eighteen  Ihips  of  war,  to  watch  the 
return  of  the  French  fleet  from  America,  which, 
however,  efcaped  him,  and  arrived  at  Breft  on  the 
third  day  of  September.  Commodore  Frankland 
failed  from  Spithead  for  the  Weft-Indies  on  the 
thirteenth  of  Auguft  with  four  Ihips  of  war,  fur- 
nifhed  with  orders  to  commit  hoftilities,  as  well  as 
to  protedt  our  trade  and  fugar-iflands  from  any 
infult  that  the  French  might  offer;  and  the  Duke 
de  Mirepoix,  their  ambaffador  at  the  court  of 
London,  fet  out  for  Paris  on  the  twenty-fecond 
of  July,  without  taking  leave. 

§ XXIII.  A war  being  thus  in  fome  meafure 
begun,  his  Majefty  thought  proper,  perhaps  for 
that  reafon,  to  return  to  his  Britifli  dominions  fooner 
than  ufual;  for  he  left  Hanover  on  the  eighth  of 
September,  and  arrived  on  the  fifteenth  at  Kenfing- 
ton,  where  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  him  and 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  which  he  had  begun  during 
his  abfence,  was  concluded  on  the  thirtieth  of  the 
fame  month.  By  this  treaty  her  Ruffian  Majefty 
engaged  to  hold  in  readinefs  in  Livonia,  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Lithuania,  a body  of  troops  confifting 
of  forty  thoufand  infantry,  with  the  neceffary  artil- 
lery, and  fifteen  thoufand  cavalry;  and  alfo  on  the 
coafts  of  the  fame  province,  forty  or  fifty  galleys, 
with  the  neceffary  crews ; to  be  ready  to  adl,  upon 
the  firft  order,  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  in  cafe, 
faid  the  fifth  article,  which  was  the  moft  remarkable, 
that  the  dominions  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  in 
Gehmany  fhould  be  invaded  on  account  of  the  in- 
terefts  or  diiputes  which  regard  his  kingdoms ; her 
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Imperial  Maiefty  declarin-g  chat  llie  would  look  upon 
fuch  an  invafion  as  a cafe  of  the  alliance  of  the  vear 
one  thoul'and  feven  hundred  and  forty-two ; and 
that  the  faid  dominions  fliould  be  therein  comprifed 
in  this  refpeft:  but  neither  thefe  troops  nor  gallies 
were  to  be  put  in  motion,  unlefs  his  Britannick 
Majefty,  or  his  allies,  fliould  be  fomewhere  attacked; 
in  which  cafe  the  Ruffian  General  fliould  march,  as 
foon  as  poffiible  after  requifition,  to  make  a diver- 
fion  with  thirty  thoul'and  infantry  and  fifteen  thou- 
land  cavalry;  and  fhouid  embark  on  board  the 
gallies  the  other  ten  thoufand  infantry,  to  make  a 
defeent  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  affair. 
On  the  other  fide,  his  Britannick  ■ Majefty  engaged 
to  pay  to  her  Ruffian  Majefty  an  annual  fubfidy  of 
an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  a-year,  each 
year  to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  to  be  reckoned 
from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  to 
the  day  that  thefe  troops  fhouid  upon  requifition 
march  out  of  Ruffia ; from  which  day  the  annual 
fubfidy  to  her  Imperial  Majefty  was  to  be  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to  be  paid  al- 
ways four  months  in  advance,  until  the  troops 
lliould  return  into  the  Ruffian  dominions,  and-  for 
tliree  months  after  their  return.  His  Britannick 
Majefty,  who  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  fend  once 
every  year  into  the  faid  province  of  Livonia  a com- 
miffary,  to  fee  and  examine  the  number  and  condi- 
tion of  the  faid  troops,  further  engaged,  that,  in 
cafe  her  Ruffian  Majefty  fliould  be  difturbed  in  this- 
diverfion,  or  attacked  herfelf,  he  would  furnifli  im- 
mediately the  fuccour  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  of 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-two;  and  that, 
in  cafe  a war  fliould  break  out,  he  w'ould  fend  into 
the  Baitick  a fquadron  of  his  fhips,  of  a force 
ftiitable  to  the  circumftances.  This  was  the  chief 
" fubftance  of  the  treaty,  which,  by  agreement  of  both 
parties,  was  to  fubfift  for  four  years  from  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications : but  in  the  feventh  article 
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thefe  words  were  unluckily  inferted : Confidering  chap. 

alfo  the  proximity  of  the  countries  wherein  the  diver- 
fion  in  queftion  will  probably  be  made,  and  the 
facility  her  troops  will  probably  have  of  fubUfting 
immediately  in  an  enemy’s  country,  die  takes  upon 
herfelf  alone,  during  fuch  a diverfion,  the  fubfillence 
and  treatment  of  the  faid  troops  by  fea  and  land.” 

And  in  the  eleventh  article  it  was  ftipulated,  that 
all  the  plunder  the  Ruffian  army  fhould  take  from 
the  enemy  fhould  belong  to  them.  That  his  Bri- 
tannick  Majefty,  who  now  knew  enough  of  the 
court  of  Vienna  to  be  fenfible  that  he  could  expect 
no  affiftance  from  thence,  in  cafe  his  German  do- 
minions were  invaded,  ffiould  enter  into  this  con- 
vention with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffiia,  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  his  defence  upon  the  continent,  was  ex- 
tremely natural ; efpecially  as  he  had  lately  lived  in 
great  friendfhip  with  her,  and  her  tranfactions  with 
the  court  of  France  had  been  fo  fecret,  by  paffing 
through  only  that  of  Vienna,  that  he  had  not  yet 
been  informed  of  them  ; neither  had  the  projed:  of 
the  treaty  of  Verlailles  then  come  to  his  know- 
ledge, or  to  that  of  the  King  of  Pruffiia,  nor  had 
either  of  thefe  Princes  yet  made  any  formal  advances 
to  the  other. 

§ XXIV.  The  fiffl;  intimation  that  appeared  pub- 
lickly  of  the  negociations  of  France  with  the  Em- 
prefs of  Germany,  was,  when  the  French  minifter. 

Count  d’Aubeterre,  declared  at  Vienna,  That 
the  warlike  defigns  with  which  the  King  his  maf- 
ter  was  charged,  were  fufficiently  confuted  by  his 
great  moderation,  'of  which  ail  Europe  had  mani- 
“ fold  proofs : that  his  Majefty  was  perfuaded  this 
groundlefs  charge  had  given  as  much  indignation 
to  their  Imperial  Majefties  as  to  himfelf : that  he 
was  firmly,  refolved  to  preferve  to  Chriftendoin 
that  tranquillity  which  it  enjoyed  through  his  good 
faith,  in  religioufly  obferving  the  treaty  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelie:  but  that  if  his  Britannick  Majefty’s 
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allies  flioiild  take  part  in  the  war  which  was  kin^ 
“ died  in  America,  by  furnifhing  fuccours  to  the 
‘‘  Englilli,  his  Majefty  would  be  authorifed  to  con- 
“ fider  and  treat  them  as  principals  in  it.’'  France 
likewife  made  the  fame  declaration  to  other  courts. 

§ XXV.  The  words  and  flipulation  in  the  above 
recited  claufe,  in  the  feventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Great-Britain  with  Ruffia,  were  looked  on  as  a me- 
nace levelled  at  the  King  of  Pruflia,  who,  having 
fome  time  after  found  means  to  procure  a copy  of 
this  treaty,  and  feeing  it  in  that  light,  boldly  de- 
clared, by  his  minifters  at  all  the  courts  of  Europe, 
that  he  would  oppofe,  with  his  utmoft  force,  the 
cnterance  of  any  foreign  troops  into  the  empire, 
under  any  pretence  whatever.  This  declaration 
was  particularly  difpleafing  to  the  French,  who  had 
already  marched  large  bodies  of  troops  towards  the 
frontiers  of  the  empire,  and  ere6led  feveral  great 
magazines  in  Weftphalia,  with  the  permiffion  of  the 
Eleftor  of  Cologn,  for  which  the  Englifli  minifter 
at  his  court  was,  in  Auguft,  ordered  to  withdraw 
from  thence  without  taking  leave.  However,  as 
ibon  as  this  declaration  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  was 
notified  to  the  court  of  Vcrfailles,  they  fent  an  Am- 
balTador  Extraordinary,  the  Duke  de  Nivernois,  to 
Berlin,  to  try  to  perfuade  his  Majefty  to  retrabt  his 
declaration,  and  enter  into  a new  alliance  v^ith  them. 
His  Priiflian  Majefty  received  this  AmbaflTador  in 
fuch  a manner,  as  feemed  to  denote  a difpofition  to 
agree  to  every  thing  he  had  to  propofe.  This 
awakened  in  England  a jealoufy  that  his  declaration 
alone  was  not  to  be  relied  on,  but  that  it  was  ne- 
cefTary  to  bring  himi  under  fome  folemn  engagement  j 
efpecially  as  the  French  had  by  this  time  a numerous 
aiiny  near  the  Lower  Rhine,  with  magazines  pro- 
vided for  their  march  all  the  way  to  Hanover  j and 
if  the  King  of  Pruflia  fuffered  them  to  pafs  through 
his  dominions,  that  eledorate  muft  be  fwallowed  up 
before  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries  could  poffibly  be  brought 
3 thither, 
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thither,  or  any  army  be  formed  for  prote6ling  it  c 
For  this  reafon  a negociation  was  fet  on  foot  by  ^ 
Great-Britain  at  Berlin  ; but  as  it  was  not  concluded 
before  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  we  Iball  defer 
entering  into  the  particulars  of  it,  till  we  come  to 
that  period. 

§ XX VI.  Mean  while  the  French  made  another 
attempt  upon  the  court  of  Madrid,  loudly  complain- 
ing of  the  taking  of  their  two  men  of  war  by  Bof- 
cawen’s  fquadron,  before  any  declaration  of  war  was 
made,  reprefenting  it  as  a moft  unjuftifiable  pro- 
ceeding, which  threatened  a diflblution  of  all  faith 
amongft  nations.  This  produced  a ftrong  memorial 
from  Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  our  minifter  at  that  court, 
importing,  “ That  it  was  well  known  that  the 
French  fleet  carried  troops,  ammunition,  and 
every  thing  neceflfary  for  defending  the  countries 
which  the  French  had  unjuftly  ufurped  in  Ame- 
rica,  and  of  which  the  Englifli  claimed  the  pro- 
perty : that  the  rules  of  lelf-defence  authorile 
every  nation  to  render  fruitlefs  any  attempt  that 
‘‘  may  tend  to  its  prejudice : that  this  right  had  been 
made  ufe  of  only  in  taking  the  two  French  fliips 
of  war;  and  that  the  diftinftion  of  place  might 
be  interpreted  in  favour  of  the  Englifli,  feeing 
“ the  two  fliips  were  taken  on  the  coafts  of  the 
countries  where  the  conteft  arofe.”  In  anfwer  to 
this  obfervation,  the  French  minifter  reprefented  the 
vaft  number  of  fliips  that  had  been  taken  in  the 
European  feas ; for  in  fadl:  the  Englifli  ports  foon 
began  to  be  filled  with  them,  in  confequence  of  the 
general  orders  for  making  reprifals.  But  the  Court 
of  Madrid  was  fo  far  from  being  perfuaded  by  any 
thing  he  could  fay,  that  it  gave  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty  the  ftrongeft  aflfurances  of  its  friendfliip,  and  of 
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* Perhaps  the  Elector  of  Hanover  was  more  afraid  of  the  PrufTian 
Monarch  than  of  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  knowing  with  what  eafe 
and  rapidity  this  enterprifmg  neighbour  could,  in  a few  days,  fub- 
due  the  whole  ele^oiate. 
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B o o K its  intention  to  take  no  part  in  the  differences  oe- 
^ , tween  him  and  France,  but  fuch  as  ffiouid  be  con- 

,755.  ciliatory,  and  tending  to  reffore  the  publick  tran- 
quillity. 

§ XXYII.  On  the  other  hand,  his  Britannick 
Majefty  required,  as  King  of  Great-Britain,  the 
auxiliaries  ftipulated  to  him  by  treaty  from  the  Em- 
prefs-Queen.  But  thefe  were  refufed,  under  pre- 
tence, that  as  the  contefl:  b^tv/een  him  and  France 
related  to  America  only,  it  was  not  a cafe  of  the  alli- 
ance ; though  at  the  fame  time  the  French  made 
no  fcruple  of  ow-ning,  that  they  intended  to  make  a 
powerful  defcent  on  Great-Britain  early  in  the  fpring. 
When,  a little  while  after,  France  being  employed 
in  making  great  preparations  for  a land  war  in  Eu- 
rope, the  King  of  England  required  her  to  defend 
her  own  polTeffions,  the  Barrier  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, with  the  number  of  men  ftipulated  by  treaty, 
which  countries,  acquired  by  Englifh  blood  and 
Engiifn  tieafure,  had  been  given  to  her  on  that  ex- 
prefs  condition,  fne  declared  that  fhe  could  not  fpare 
troops  for  that  purpufe,  on  account  of  her  dangerous 
enemy  the  King  of  Pruffia : and  afterwards,  when 
he  was  fecured  by  his  treaty  with  England,  flie  urged 
that  as  a reafon  for  her  alliance  with  France.  It 
mud  be  owned,  how^evf'r,  for  the  fake  of  hiflorical 
truth,  that  this  was  no  bad  reafon,  conffdering  the 
power,  the  genii<s,  and  the  charadler  of  that  Prince, 
w'ho  hovered  over  her  dominions  with  an  army  of 
one  hundrea  and  n'ty  thoufand  veterans.  It  mufi; 
likewife  be  owned,  that  Are  undertook  to  procure 
the  French  King’s  confent  to  a neutrality  for  Ha- 
nover, which  would  have  effectually  fecured  that 
dedf){ate  from  the  invafion  of  every  other  power 
but  Prulffa  dtfeHk  -c,d  it  is  no  ftrained  conjecture 
to  fjppofe,  that  the  dread  of  thus  very  power  was  the 
true  fource  of  thofe  connexions  in  Germany,  which 
entaikd  fuch  a ruinous  continental  war  upon  Great- 
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§ XXVIIL  Though  the  Englilli.  continued  to  c p. 
make  reprilals  upon  the  French,  not  only  in  the 
leas  of  America,  but  alfo  in  thofe  of  Europe,  by  1755. 
taking  every  Ihip  they  could  meet  with,  and  detain- 
ing them,  their  cargoes,  and  crews ; yet  the  French, 
whedier  fi’om  a confcioulnefs  of  their  want  of  power 
by  fea,  or  that  they  might  have  a more  plaufible  plea 
to  reprefent  England  as  the  aggi-efTor,  were  fo  far 
from  returning  thefe  hoftilities,  that  their  fleet,  which 
cicaped  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  having,  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  Auguft,  taken  the  Blandford  flnip  of  war 
with  Governor  Lyttelton  on  board,  going  to  Caro- 
lina, they  let  the  Governor  at  liberty,  as  foon  as 
the  court  was  informed  of  the  fhip’s  being  brought 
into  Nantes,  and  fliortly  after  releafed  both  the  fliip 
and  crew.  However,  at  the  fame  time,  their  pre- 
parations for  a land  war  ftiil  went  on  with  great  dili- 
gence, and  their  utmofl:  arts  and  efibrts  were  fruit- 
kfsly  exerted  to  perfuade  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch 
to  join  with  them  againft  Great-Britain. 

§ XXIX.  In  England,  the  preparations  by  fea 
became  greater  than  ever  ; feveral  new  fliips  of  war 
were  put  in  cominiflion,  and  many  others  taken  into 
the  fervice  of  the  government ; the  exportation  of 
gunpowder  was  forbid  : the  bounties  to  leamen  w^re 
continued,  and  the  number  of  thofe  that  either  en- 
tered voluntarily,  or  were  preflfed,  increafed  daily, 
as  did  alfo  the  captures  from  the  French,  among 
which  was  the  Efperance,  of  feventy  guns,  taken  as 
Ihe  was  going  from  Rochefort  to  Bred  to  be  man- 
ned. The  land  forces  of  Great-Britain  were  like- 
wife  ordered  to  be  augm.ented  i feveral  nev/  regi- 
ments were  raifed,  and  all  half-pay  officers,  and  the 
out-penfioners  belonging  to  Chelfea-hofpital,  were 
diredled  to  fend  in  their  names,  ages,  and  time  of 
iervice,  in  order  that  fuch  of  them  as  were  yet  able 
to  feiwe  might  be  employed  again  if  wanted.  The 
Engliffi  navy,  lb  early  as  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber of  this  year,  confliled  of  one  fliip  of  an  huqdred 
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BOOK  and  ten  guns,  five  of  an  hundred  guns  each,  thir- 
^^^J^^^_^teen  of  ninety,  eight  of  eighty,  five  of  feventy-four, 
>755.  twenty-nine  of  feventy,  four  of  fixty-fix,  one  of 
fixty-four,  thirty-three  of  fixty,  three  of  fifty-four, 
twenty-eight  of  fifty,  four  of  forty-four,  thirty-five 
of  forty,  and  forty-two  of  twenty,  four  floops  of 
war  of  eighteen  guns  each,  two  of  fixteen,  eleven 
of  fourteen,  thirteen  of  twelve,  and  one  of  ten,  be- 
fides  a great  number  of  bomb-ketches,  fire-fhips, 
and  tenders ; a force  fufficient  to  oppofe  the  united 
maritime  ftrength  of  all  the  powers  in  Europe ; 
whilft  that  of  the  French,  even  at  the  end  of  this 
year,  and  including  the  fhips  then  upon  the  ftocks, 
amounted  to  no  more  than  fix  fhips  of  eighty  guns, 
twenty-one  of  feventy-four,  one  of  feventy-two, 
four  of  feventy,  thirty-one  of  fixty-four,  two  of  fixty, 
fix  of  fifty,  and  thirty-two  frigates. 

§ XXX.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  two  king- 
doms, when,  on  the  thirteenth  of  November,  the 
Parliament  met,  and  his  Majefty  opened  the  felTion 
with  a Ipeech  from  the  throne,  in  which  he  acquainted 
them- — ‘‘  That  the  rnofl  proper  meafiires  had  been 
taken  to  protedt  our  pofiefiTions  in  America,  and 
“ to  regain  fuch  parts  thereof  as  had  been  encroached 
upon,  or  invaded  ; that  to  preferve  his  people 
from  the  calamities  of  war,  as  well  as  to  prevent 
a general  war  from  being  lighted  up  in  Europe, 
he  had  been  always  ready  to  accept  reafonable 
and  honourable  terms  of  accommodation,  but  that 
none  fuch  had  been  propofed  by  France  : that  he 
had  alfo  confined  his  views  and  operations  to 
“ hinder  France  from  making  new  encroachments, 
or  fupporting  thofe  already  made ; to  exert  his 
“ people’s  right  to  a fatisfadlion  for  hoflilities  com- 
mitted  in  a time  of  profound  peace,  and  to  dif- 
appoint  fuch  defigns,  as,  from  various  appear- 
‘‘  ances  and  preparations,  there  was  reafon  to  think 
had  been  formed  againft  his  kingdoms  and  domi- 
nions : that  the  King  of  Spain  earneftly  wifhed 
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the  prefervation  of  the  publick  tranquillity,  and 
“ had  given  aflurances  of  his  intention  to  continue 
in  the  fame  pacifick  fentiments : that  he  himfelf 
“ had  greatly  increafed  his  naval  armaments,  and 
augmented  his  land  forces  in  fuch  a manner  as 
might  be  leaft  burthenfome ; and,  finally,  that 
‘‘  he  had  concluded  a treaty  with  the  Emprefs  of 
“ Ruflia,  and  another  with  the  Landgrave  of  HefTe- 
“ Caflel,  which  fhould  be  laid  before  them/’ 

§ XXXI.  In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  both  Houfes 
voted  mod  loyal  addreffes,  but  not  without  a warm 
oppofition,  in  each,  to  fome  of  the  particular  ex- 
preflions ; for  it  having  been  propofed'in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  to  infert  in  their  addrefs  the  words  fol- 
lowing, viz.  That  they  looked  upon  themfelves 
as  obliged,  by  the  flrongeft  ties  of  duty,  grati- 
“ tude,  and  honour,  to  ftand  by  and  fupporc  his 
Majefty  in  all  fuch  wife  and  neceflary  meafures 
and  engagements  as  his  Majefty  might  have  taken 
in  vindication  of  the  rights  of  his  Crown,  or  to 
defeat  any  attempts  which  might  be  made  by 
France,  in  refentment  for  fuch  meafures,  and  to 
aiTift  his  Majefty  in  difappointing  or  repelling  all 
“ fuch  enterprifes  as  might  be  formed,  not  only 
againft  his  kingdoms,  but  alfo  againft  any  other 
''  of  his  dominions  (though  not  belonging  to  the 
“ Crown  of  Great-Britain)  in  cafe  they  ftiould  be 
attacked  on  account  of  the  part  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  taken  for  maintaining  the  eflential  inte- 
refts  of  his  kingdoms/’  the  inferting  of  thefe 
words  in  their  addrefs  was  oppofed  by  Earl  Temple, 
and  feveral  other  Lords ; becaufe,  by  the  firft  part 
of  them,  they  engaged  to  approve  of  the  treaties 
with  Ruflia  and  Heffe-Caflel,  neither  of  which  they 
had  ever  feen  ; nor  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  either 
of  them  could  be  of  any  advantage  to  this  nation ; 
and  by  the  fecond  part  of  thefe  words  it  feemed  to 
be  refolyed,  to  engage  this  nation  in  a continental 
connection  for  the  defence  of  Hanover,  which  it  was 
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BOOK  impOiTible  for  England  to  fupport,  and  which  would 
be  fo  far  from  being  of  any  advantage  to  it  at  fea^ 


X755.  America,  that  it  might  at  lall  difable  the  nation 

Lorn  defending  itfelf  in  either  of  thofe  parts  of  the 
world.  But  upon  putting  the  queftion,  the  inferting 
of  thefe  words  was  agreed  to  by  a great  majority,  and 
accordingly  they  iland  as  part  of  the  addrefs  of  the 
Houfe  upon  diat  occafion. 

§ XXXIL  To  this  remarkable  addrefs  his  Ma* 
jelly  returned  tlie  following  as  remarkable  anfwcr: 
My  Lords,  I give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this 
dutiful  and -affeclionate  <iddrefs.  I fee,  with  the 
greateft  fatisfadlion,  the  zeal  you  exprefs  for  my 
perfon  and  government,  and  for  the  true  interef 
of  your  country,  which  I am  determined  to  ad- 
here  to.  The  alTurances  which  you  give  me  for 
the  defence  of  my  territories  abroad  are  a flrong 
“ proof  of  your  affedtion  for  me,  and  regard  for  my 
honour.  Nothing  fhall  divert  me  from  purfuing 
thofe  meafures  which  will  effedlually  maintain  the 
polfeffions  and  rights  of  my  kingdoms,  and  pro- 
cure  reafonable  and  honourable  terms  of  accom- 
modation.” — The  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons breathed  the  fame  fpirit  of  zeal  and  gratitude, 
and  was  full  of  the  warmeil  afiurances  of  a ready 
fupport  of  his  Majedy,  and  of  his  foreign  dominions, 
if  attacked  in  refentment  of  his  maintaining  the 
rights  of  his  crown  and  kingdom  ; and  his  Majefty’s 
anfwer  to  it  was  to  the  fame  effedl  as  that  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  The  fame,  or  nearly  the  fame 
words,  relating  to  the  treaties  concluded  by  his 
Majefty,  and  to  the  defence  of  his  foreign  domi- 
nions, were  propofed  to  be  inferted  in  this  addrefs, 
which  was  oppofed  by  William  Pitt,  Efq.  then 
Paymafter  of  his  Majefty’s  forces ; the  Right  Hon. 
Henry  L.egge,  Efq.  then  Chancellor  and  Under- 
treafurer  of  his  Majefty’s  Exchequer,  and  one  of  the  ^ 
Commiftioners  of  the  Treafury  j and  by  feveral  other 
gentlemen  in  high  pofts  wnder  the  government,  as 
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well  as  by  many  others:  but,  upon  putting  the  C 
queftion,  it  was  by  a confiderable  majority  agreed 
to  infert  the  words  objedted  to ; and  very  Toon  after, 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Legge,  and  moft,  if  not  all,  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  appeared  in  the  oppofition, 
were  difiniffed  from  their  employments.  In  the 
mean  time,  a draft  came  over  from  RullTa  for  part 
of  the  new  fubfidy  ftipulated  to  that  crown  j but 
fome  of  the  miniftry,  who  were  then  at  the  head  of 
the  finances,  refufed  to  pay  it,  at  lead  before  the 
treaty  fliould  be  approved  of  by  Parliament. 

§ XXXIII.  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  had  not  been 
long  in  pofTeffion  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
before  it  was  generally  perceived,  that,  though  an 
honed,  well-meaning  man,  and  a favourite  with  the 
King,  his  abilities  were  not  equal  to  the  fundlions 
of  that  pod.  Much  lefs  were  they  fo  at  this  jundlure, 
when  the  nation  w^as  on  the  point  of  being  engaged 
in  a difficult  and  expenfive  war,  and  plunged  into 
foreign  meafures  and  connedlions,  which  would  re- 
quire the  utmod  fkill  of  an  able  politician  to  render 
them  palatable  to  the  people.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Fox,  though  they  fcarce  ever  agreed  in  any  other 
particular,  had  generally  united  in  oppofing  lus  mea- 
llires,  and  their  fuperior  influence  in  the  Floufe  of 
Commons,  and  univerfally  acknowledged  abilities, 
though  of  very  different  kinds,  had  always  prevailed, 
uncommon  as  it  was,  to  fee  two  perfons  who  held 
confiderable  places  under  the  government,  one  of 
them  being  Paymader-General  and  the  other  Secre- 
tary at  War,  oppofe,  almod  upon  every  occafion,  a 
Secretary  of  State,  who  was  fuppofed  to  know  and 
fpeak  the  fentiments  of  his  Mader.  Sir  Thomas 
himfelf  foon  grew  fenfible  of  his  want  of  fufficient 
weight  in  the  fenate  of  the  nation  j and  therefore, 
of  his  own  accord,  on  the  tenth  of  November, 
wifely  and  dutifully  reflgned  the  feals  of  his  office  to 
his  Majedy,  who  delivered  them  to  Mr.  Fox,  and 
appointed  Sir  Thomas  Mader  of  the  Wardrobe, 
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BOOK  with  a penfion  to  him  during  his  life,  and  after  his 
.death  to  his  fons.  Lord  Barrington  fucceeded  Mr. 

3755*  Secretary  at  War  ; and  foon  after  Sir  George 

Lyttelton  was  made  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  a Lord  of  the  Treafury,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Legge,  who  had  declared  himfelf  againfl  the  new 
continental  fyftem.  However,  notwithftanding  thefe 
changes  in  the  miniftry,  very  warm  debates  arofe  in 
both  Houfes,  when  the  treaties  of  Ruflia  and  Heffe- 
Caffel  came  to  be  confidered  by  them  : fome  of  the 
members  were  for  referring  them  to  a committee : 
but  this  motion  was  over-ruled,  in  confideration  of 
his  Majefty’s  having  engaged  in  them  to  guard 
againfl:  a ftorm  that  feemed  ready  to  break  upon 
his  ele6loral  dominions,  merely  on  account  of  our 
quarrel  with  the  French.  They  were  at  length  ap- 
proved of  by  a majority  of  three  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen againft  one  hundred  and  .twenty-fix,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ; and  by  eighty-four  againft 
eleven,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

§ XXXIV.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  then  pro- 
ceeded to  provide  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year, 
and  for  the  deficiencies  of  the  provifions  for  the 
former.  Fifty  thoufand  feamen,  including  nine 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  marines, 
were  voted,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-fix,  together  with  two  millions  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  their  maintenance,  and  thirty- 
four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-three  land  fol- 
diers,  with  nine  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  three  pounds,  fix  fhillings,  and  nine-pence, 
for  their  fupport.  An  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
were  voted  as  a fubfidy  to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruftia ; 
fifty-four  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
twelve  fhillings,  and  fix-pence,  to  the  Landgrave 
of  HefTe-CafleL  and  ten  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
Eledor  of  Bavaria. 

§ XXXV. 
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^ XXXV.  During  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  publick  C 
was  overwhelmed  with  confternation,  by  the  tidings 
of  a dreadful  earthquake,  which,  on  the  firll  of 
November,  lliook  all  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  many 
other  places  in  Europe,  and  laid  the  city  of  Lifbon 
in  ruins.  V'  hen  the  news  of  this  great  calamity  firft 
reached  England,  it  was  feared  the  confequences  of 
it  might  aftea  our  publick  credit,  confidering  the 
vaft  intereft  which  the  Englilh  merchants  had  in  the 
Portuguefe  trade:  but,  fortunately,  it  afterwards 
proved  inconfiderable,  in  comparifon  of  what  had 
been  apprehended  : the  quarter  in  which  theEnglifli 
chiefly  lived,  and  where  they  had  their  warehoufes, 
having  fuffered  the  leaft  of  any  part  of  the  city  ; and 
moft  of  the  Englilh  merchants  then  refiding  there, 
together  with  their  families,  »being  at  their  country- 
houfes,  to  avoid  the  infults  to  which  they  might  have 
been  expofed  from  the  Portuguefe  populace,  during 
the  celebration  of  their  Auto-da-fe^  which  was  kept 
that  very  day.  The  two  firfl:  fhocks  of  this  dread- 
ful vifitation  continued  near  a quarter  of  an  hour, 
after  which  the  water  of  the  river  T agus  rofe  per- 
pendicularly above  twenty  feet,  and  fubflded  to  its 
natural  bed  in  lefs  than  a minute.  Great  numbers 
of  houfes,  of  which  this  city  then  contained  about 
thirty-fix  thoufand,  extending  in  length  near  fix 
miles,  in  form  of  a crefcent,  on  the  afcent  of  a hill, 
upon  the  north  fliore  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ta- 
gus, within  nine  miles  from  the  ocean,  were  thrown 
down  by  the  repeated  commotions  of  the  earth, 
together  with  feveral  magnificent  churches,  monafte- 
ries,  and  publick  buildings.  But  what  entirely 
completed  the  ruin  of  this  then  moft  opulent  capital 
of  the  Portuguefe  dominions,  was  a devouring  con- 
flagration, partly  fortuitous  or  natural,  but  chiefly 
occafioned  by  a fet  of  impious  villains,  wEo,  unawed 
by  the  tremendous  fcene  at  that  very  inftant  pafling 
before  their  eyes,  with  a wickednefs  fcarceiy  to  be 
credited,  fet  fire  even  to  the  falling  edifices  in  dif- 
ferent 
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B o o K ferent  parts  of  the  city,  to  increafe  the  general  con- 
fiifion,  that  they  might  have  the  better  opportunity 
to  rob  and  plunder  their  already  defolated  fellow- 
citizens.  Out  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants,  which  Lifbon  was  then  firppofed  to  con- 
tain, about  ten  thoufand  perifhed  by  this  calamity ; 
and  the  furvivors,  deprived  of  their  habitations,  and 
deilitute  even  of  the  necelTaries  of  life,  were  forced 
to  feek  for  fhelter  in  the  open  fields. 

§ XXXVI.  As  foon  as  his  Majefty  received  an 
account  of  this  deplorable  event,  from  his  Ambaf- 
fador  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  he  fent  a melTage  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  November,  acquainting  them  therewith,  and  de- 
firing their  concurrence  and  afiiftance  towards 
fpeedily  relieving  the  unhappy  fufferers ; and  the 
Parliament  thereupon,  to  the  honour  of  Britifh  hu- 
manity, unanimoufiy  voted,  on  the  eighth  of  De^ 
cember,  a gift  of  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 
the  diftrefled  people  of  Portugal.  A circumftance 
which  enhances  the  merit  of  this  adfion  is,  that 
though  the  Englifh  themfelves  w'ere,  at  that  very 
time,  in  great  want  of  grain,  a confiderable  part  of 
the  fum  was  fent  in  corn,  flour,  rice,  and  a large 
quantity  of  beef  from  Ireland : fupplies  which  came 
very  feafonably  for  the  poor  Portuguefe,  who  were 
in  adtual  w^ant  of  the  necelTaries  of  life.  Their 
King  was  fo  affedled  by  this  inftance  of  Britifh  gene- 
rofity,  that,  to  fhow  his  gratitude  for  the  timely 
relief,  he  ordered  Mr.  Cadres,  the  Britifh  Refident 
at  his  court,  to  give  the  preference,  in  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  thefe  fupplies,  to  the  Britifh  fubjedls  who 
had  fuffered  by  the  earthquake  : accordingly,  about 
a thirtieth  part  of  the  provifions,  and  two  thoufand 
pounds  in  money,  were  fet  apart  for  that  piirpofe ; 
and  his  Portuguefe  Majefty  returned  his  thanks,  in 
very  warm  terms,  to  the  Britifh  crown  and  nation. 

§ XXXVII.  The  report  of  an  intended  invafion 
of  thefe  kingdoms  by  the  French  increafing  daily, 

on 
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on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  January  Lord  Earring-  C 
ton,  as  Secretary  at  War,  laid  before  the  Hoofe  an 
cftimate  for  defraying  the  charge  of  ten  new  regi- 
ments of  foot,  over  and  above  the  thirty-four  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  and  fixty -three  land  foldiers  before 
ordered  to  be  raifed ; and  a fum  of  ninety-one  thou- 
iand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  ten  ihdllings, 
was  voted  for  thefe  additional  forces : upon  another 
eftimate  prefented  a little  after  by  the  fame  Lord, 
and  founded  upon  the  fanne  rcafons,  for  raifing,  for 
the  further  defence  of  the  kingdom,  eleven  troops 
of  light  dragoons,  forty-nine  rhoufand  fix  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  pounds,  eleven  fhillings,  and  three 
pence,  were  \'t)ted  for  the  enfuing  yearj  together 
with  eighty-one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
cight  pounds,  fixteen  fliillings,  for  a regiment  of 
foot  to  be  raifed  in  North-America ; two  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  pounds,  feventeen  Ihiliings,  and  ten  pence  half- 
penny, for  the  maintenance  of  our  forces  already 
eftablifhed  in  our  Amierican  colonies;  and  feventy- 
nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  fix 
fhillings,  for  fix  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland,  to 
ferve  in  North-America  and  the  Eafl-Indies.  Be- 
fides  all  thefe  fupplies,  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  January,  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a meflage 
from  the  King,  defiring  them  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  faithful  fervices  of  the  people  of  New-Eng- 
land,  and  of  fom.e  other  parts  of  North-America; 
upon  which  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  pounds 
more  were  voted,  and  five  thoufand  pounds  as  a re- 
ward to  Sir  William  Johnfon  in  particular.  In  fhort, 
including  feveral  other  fums,  as  well  for  defraying 
the  expence  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  for  a fubfidy 
of  tv/enty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King  of  Prufiia, 
and  one-hundred  and  twenty-one  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-feven  pounds,  i:wo  fhillings,  and  fix 
pence,  for  Hanoverian  troops,  of  which  two  lafl 
articles  forther  notice  will  be  taken  hereafter,  the 

whole 
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whole  of  the  fupplies  granted  by  Parliament  in  this 
feffion  amounted  to  feven  millions  two  hundred  and 
' twenty-nine  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventeen 
pounds,  four  fhillings,  and  fix-pence  three  farthings. 
For  raifmg  this  fum,  befides  the  malt-tax,  and  the 
land-tax  of  four  fhillings  in  the  pound,  the  whole 
produce  of  the  finking  fund,  from  the  fifth  of  January 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-fix,  till  it 
fhould  amount  to  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty 
five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty -pounds,  eleven 
fliillings,  and  eleven-pence  half-penny,  was  ordered 
to  be  applied  thereunto  j together  with  a million  to 
be  raifed  by  loans,  or  Exchequer-bills,  at  three  per 
cent,  intereftj  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  be  raifed  by  the  fale  of  redeemable  annui- 
ties, at  three  and  a half  per  cent,  and  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  be  raifed  by  a lottery,  at  three 
per  cent.  All  which  fums,  with  eighty-three  thoii- 
fand  four  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  two  fhillings, 
and  five-pence  half-penny,  then  remaining  in  the 
Exchequer,  amounted  to  feven  millions  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fixty-one  pounds,  five  fhillings  and  feven  pence. 

§ XXXVni.  The  claufe  inferred  in  the  mutiny  bill 
lad  year,  fubje6ting  all  officers  and  foldiers  raifed  in 
America,  by  authority  of  the  refpeftive  governors 
or  governments  there,  to  the  fame  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  and  the  fame  penalties  and  punifliments,  as 
the  Britiffi  forces  were  liable  to ; the  a61;  paffed  at  the 
fame  time  for  regulating  the  marine  forces,  while  on 
fliore,  and  that  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effedtual 
manning  of  his  Majefly’s  navy,  were  not  only  con- 
firmed now  j but  it  was  further  enafted,  with  refpeft 
to  this  lad,  as  well  as  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  ef- 
feftual  recruiting  of  his  Majedy’s  land-forces.  That 
the  Commiffioners  appointed  by  the  prefent  a(d, 
Ihould  be  empowered  to  raife  and  levy,  within  their 
refpective  jurifdi6lions,  fuch  able-bodied  men  as  did 

not  follow  any  lawful  calling  or  employment ; or  had 

not 
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not  fome  other  lawful  and  fiifficient  fupport ; and  ^ hap. 

niio-ht  order,  wherever  and  whenever  they  pieafed,  j 

a General  fearch  to  be  made  for  fuch  perfons,  in  1755. 
order  to  their  being  brought  before  the’m  to  be  exa- 
mined; nay,  that  the  pai  iili  or  town  officers  might, 
without  any  fuch  order,  fearch  for  and  lecure  locn 
perfons,  in  order  to  convey  them  beioie  tne  jaid 
Commiffioners  to  be  examined:  That  ir  any  thice 
Commiffioners  ffiould  find  any  perfon,  fo  brought 
before  them,  to  be  within  the  above  defci  ijition, 
and  if  the  recruiting  officer  attending  Oiould  judge 
him  to  be  a man  fit  for  his  Majefly’s  fervice,  they 
ffiould  caufe  him  to  be  delivered  to  fuch  officer,  who 
might  fecure  him  in  any  piace  of  faiety  provided  by 
the  Juftices  of  Peace  'for  that  purpofe,  or  even  in 
any  publick  prifon ; and  that  every  fuch  man  was 
from  that  time  to  be  deemed  a lifted  foldier,  and  not 
to  be  taken  out  of  his  Majefty’s  fervice  by  any  pm- 
cefs,  other  than  for  fome  criminal  matter.  Nothing 
could  more  plainly  ffiow  either  the  zeal  of  the  Parli- 
ament for  a vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  or  their 
confidence  in  the  Juftice  and  moderation  of  our 
ininiftry,  than  their  agreeing  to  this  ad,  which  was 
to  continue  in  force  till  the  end  of  the  next  feffion : 
and  which,  in  the  hands  of  a vdcked  and  enterprifing 
adminiftration,  might  have  been  made  fuch  an  ufe 
of,  as  would  have  been  inconfiftent  wdth  that  fecurity 
which  is  provided  by  our  happy  conftitution  for  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjed. 

§XXXIX.  The  next  objed  of  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  Parliament  in  this  feffion  was  the  raifing  of 
a new  regiment  of  foot  in  North-America ; for 
which  purpofe  the  fum  of  eighty-  one  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  feventy-eight  pounds,  fixtcen  fhillings, 
to  which  the'cftimate  thereof  amounted,  was  voted. 

This  regiment,  which  was  to  confift  of  four  batta- 
lions of  a thoufand  men  each,  was  intended  to  be  raifed 
chiefly  out  of  the  Germans  and  Swifs,  who,  for 
many  years  paft,  had  annually  tranfported  themfelves 
VoL.  III.  I i in 


f 


4-B2 

BOOK 

III. 


\ 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

in  great  numbers  to  the  Britifh  plantations  in 
rica,  where  wafte  lands  had  been  affigned  them  upon 
the  frontiers  of  the  provinces;  but,  very  injudici- 
oufly,  no  care  had  been  taken  to  intermix  thent 
with  the  Englifn  inhabitants  of  the  place.  'Eo  this 
circLimflance  it  is  owing,  that  they  have  continued 
to  correfpond  and  converfe  only  with  one  another ; 
fo  that  very  few  of  them,  even  of  thofe  who  have 
been  born  there,  have  yet  learned  to  fpeak  or  undef- 
ftand  the  Englifli  tongue.  However,  as  they  were 
all  zealous  Proteftants,  and  in  general  flrong,  hardy 
men,  and  accuRomed  to  the  climate,  it  was  judged 
that  a regiment  of  good  and  faithful  foldiers  might 
be  raifed  out  of  them,  particularly  proper  to  oppofe  « 
the  French:  but  to  this  end  it  was  neceflary  to  ap- 
point fome  officers,  efpecially  fubalterns,  who  under- 
ftood  military  difcipline,  and  could  fpeak  the  Ger- 
man language;  and  as  a fufncient  number  of  fuch 
could  not  be  found  among  the  Englifli  officers,  it 
was  neceflfary  to  bring  over  and  grant  commiffions  to 
feveral  German  and  Swifs  officers  and  engineers : 
but  as  this  ftep,  by  the  a6l  of  fettlement,  could  not 
be  taken  without  the  authority  of  Parliament,  an 
a£l  was  now  paflfed  for  enabling  his  MajeRy  to  grant 
commiffions  to  a certain  number  of  foreign  Pro- 
teftants,  who  had  ferved  abroad  as  officers  or  engi- 
neers, to  a6t  and  rank  as  officers  or  engineers  in 
America  only.  An  a6l  was  likewife  paiTed  in  this 
feffion,  fliridtly  forbidding,  under  pain  of  death,  any 
of  his  Majeily’s  fubjedts  to  ferve  as  officers  under  the 
French  King,  or  to  inlifl:  as  foldiers  in  his  fervice, 
without  his  Majefty’s  previous  licence ; and  alfo  for 
obliging  fuch  of  his  Majefly’s  fubjeds  as  fliould,  in 
time  to  come,  accept  of  commiffions  in  the  Scotch 
brigade  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  to  take  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  abjuration,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  five 
hundred  pounds. 

§ XL.  As  it  had  been  refolved,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  preceding  fummer,  to  build  velfels  of  force 

upon 
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Upon  the  lake  Ontario,  an  a£t  was  now  palled  for 
extending  the  maritime  laws^  of  England,  relating 
to  the  government  of  His  Majelty’s  Ihips  and  forces 
by  fea,  to  fuch  officers,  feamen,  and  otncrs,  as 
ffiould  ferve  on  board  his  Majefty’s  (hips  or  veflels 
employed  bpon  the  lakes,  great  waters,  or  rivers  in 
North-America : and  alfo,  but  not  without  oppo- 
fition  to  this  laft,  for  the  better  recruiting  of  his 
Majefty’s  forces  upon  the  continent  of  America ; 
to  which  end,  by  a new  claufe  now  added  to  a for- 
mer aft,  a recruiting  officer  was  empowered  to  inlift 
and  detain  an  indented  fervant,  even  though  his 
mailer  lliduld  reclaim  him,  upon  paying  to  the 
mailer  fuch  a fum  as  two  Juftices  of  Peace  withiii 
the  precinft  ffiould  adjudge  to  be  a reafonable  equi- 
valent for  the  original  purcliafe-money,  and  the  re- 
maining time  fuch  fervant  might  have  to  ferve. 

§ XLI.  The  inteftine  broils  tf  Ireland  were  hap- 
pily compofed  this  year,  by  the  prudent  management 
of  the  Marquis  of  Hartington,  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
that  kingdom.  By  his  fteady  and  difinterefted  con- 
duft',  his  candour  and  humanityi  the  Irifti  were  not 
only  brought  to  a much  better  temper^  even  among 
themfelves,  than  they  were  before  their  late  outrage- 
ous riots  and  dangerous  dilfenfions  happened ; but 
alfo  prevailed  upon  to  acquiefee  in  the  meafures  of 
England,  without  this  laft  being  obliged  to  give  up' 
any  one  point  of  her  fuperiority.  The  leading  men 
in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  were  the  firll  that  con- 
formed : and  though  the  ferment  continued  very  high 
for  fome  time  after,  among  the  middling  and  lower 
ranks  of  people,  it  was  at  length  entirely  allayed  by 
the  wifdom  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  and  the  excel- 
lent laws  which  he  encouraged  and  pafted  for  the 

benefit  of  that  nation*.  The  P— of  Ireland, 

I i 2 who 

* Among  other  objedls  of  the  attention  of  the  Icglflature  of  that 
country,  ten  thoufand  pounds  were  granted  for  making  the  river 
Nore  navigable  from  the  city  of  Kilkenny  to  the  towir  of  Inneftalge  ; 

twenty 
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BOOK  who  had  been  very  bnfy  in  fomenting  many  of 
III.  late  dhcurbances,  was,  by  his  Majefly’s  command, 
ilruck  off-  the  lid  of  privy-Counfellors : and  the 
greateft  part  of  thofe  patriots,  whom  fadlion  had 
turned  out  of  their  employments  there,  were  re- 
indated  with  honour, 

§ XLII.  The  Parliament  of  England,  which  had 
adjourned  on  the  twenty- third  of  December,  met 
again;  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  thirteenth  of 
j 7 5^*.  January,  and  the  Lords  on  the  nineteenth.  On  the 
lixteenth  of  the  fame  month,  the  treaty  between  his 
Britannick  Maiedy  and  the  King  of  Pruffia  was 
figned,  imiporting.  That,  for  the  defence  of  their 
common  country,  Germany,  and  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  her  peace  and  tranquillity,  which  it  was  feared 
was  in  danger  of  being  didurbed,  on  account  of  the 
difputes  in  xAm.erica,  the  two  Kings,  for  that  end 
only,  entered  into  a convention  of  neutrality,  by 
which  they  reciprocally  bound  themfelves  not  to  dif- 
fer foreign  troops  of  any  nation  whatfoever  to  enter 
into  Germany,  or  pafs  through  it  during  the  trou- 
bles afcrefaid,  and  the  confequences  that  might  re- 
fuit  from  them ; but  to  oppofe  the  fame  with  their 
utmod  might,  in  order  to  fecure  Germany  from  the 
calamities  of  war,  maintain  her  fundamental  laws 
and  conditutions,  and  preferve  her  peace  uninter- 
rupted. Thus,  the  late  treaty  with  Ruflia  was  vir- 
tually renounced.  Their  Majedies,  moreover,  feifed 
this  favourable  opportunity  to  adjud  the  differences 
that  had  fubfided  between  them,  in  relation  to  the 
remainder  of  the  Silefia  loan  due  to  the  fubjedls  of 
his  Britannick  Majedy,  and  the  indemnification 

claimed 


twenty  thonfand  pounds  towards  carrying  on  an  Irdand  navigation 
from  the  city  of  Dublin  to  the  river  Shannon  ; four  thoufand 
pounds  for  making  the  river  Newry  navigable  ; a thouland  pounds 
a- year  for  two  years,  for  the  encouragement  of  Engbfli  Proteftant 
Tchools;  feverat  fums,  to  be  diflributed  in  premiums,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  cambrick,  hempen,  and  flaxen  manufadhires ; 
and  three  hundred  thoufand  poinids  to  his  Majefty,  towards  fi'p- 
porting  the  feveral  branches  of  the  edablifhment,  and  for  defraying 
the  expencea  of  the  government  for  two  years. 
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daimed  by  the  fiibjeds  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty  for  C 
their  Ioffes  by  fea  during  the  late  war;  fo  that  the 
attachment  laid  on  the  faid^debt  was  agreed  to  be 
taken  off,  as  foon  as  the  ratification  of  this  treaty 
' fliould  be  exchanged. 

§ XLIII.  On  the  twenty-firfl  of  January  the  PToufe 
took  into  confideration  the  laws  then  in  being,  re- 
lating to  the  militia  of  this  kingdom  ; and,  finding 
them  infufficient,  ordered  a new  bill  to  be  prepared, 
and  brought  in,  for  the  better  legulating  of  the 
militia  forces  in  the  feveral  counties  of  England.  A 
bill  was  accordingly  prepared  to  *:hat  efied,  and 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  on  the  twelfth  ol  March  by 
the  Hon.  Charles  Townfliend,  Efq.  who,  to  his  ho- 
nour, was  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  it.  After 
receiving  many  amendments  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, it  was  on  the  tenth  of  May  paffed,  and  fent 
to  the  Lords : but  feveral  objedions  being  made  to 
it  by  fome  of  die  Peers,  and  it  feeming  to  them 
that  fome  further  amendments  were  ftill  neceffary, 
which  they  thought  they  could  not  in  that  feffion  fpare 
time  to  confider  fo  maturely  as  the  importance  of 
the  fubjebl  required,  a negative  of  fifty-nine  againft 
twenty-three  was  put  upon  the  motion  for  paffing  the 
bill;  though  every  one  muff  have  been  fenfible,  not 
only  of  the  propriety,  but  even  of  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity  of  fuch  a law,  which  was  ardently  defired  by 
the  whole  nation. 

§ XLIV.  On  the  twenty- feventh  of  May  his 
Majefty  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and,  after  hav- 
ing given  the  royal  affent  to  the  bills  then  depending, 
thanked  his  Parliament,  in  a fpeech  from  the  throne, 
for  their  vigorous  and  effedlual  fupport.  He  ac- 
quainted them,  that  the  injuries  and  hoftilities  which 
had  been  for  fome  time  committed  by  the  French 
againft  his  dominions  and  fubje6ts,  were  then  fol- 
lowed by  the  abluai  invafion  of  the  Ifiand  of  Minorca, 
though  guaranteed  to  him  by  all  the  great  powers 
ot  Europe,  and  particularly  by  the  French  King: 

I i 3 That 
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p o o K That  he  had,  therefore,  found  himfelf  obliged,  in 
vindication  of  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  of  the 
rights  of  his  people,  to  ’declare  war  in  form  againft 
France  j and  that  he  relied  on  the  Divine  Protection, 
and  the  vigorous  afliftance’  of  his  faithful  fubjefts, 
in  fo  juft  a caufe.  The  Parliament  was  then  ad- 
journed to  the  eighteenth  of  June  ; and  from  thence 
afterwards  to  the  eighteenth  of  July^  and  then  it  wa^ 
prorogued.  ' ' ' ' 
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CHAP.  V. 

-§  1.  Letter  from  M.  Rouille  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
\ II.  Lhe  two  nations  recriminate  on  each  other. 
4 III.  Lhe  French  threaten  Cheat -Britain  with  an 
invafion.  § IV.  Requifition  of  fix  thoufiand  Butch 
troops  according  to  treaty.  § V.  Mefifage from  the 
King  to  the  Parliament.  ^ VI.  A body  of  Hefiians 
and  Hanoverians  tranf ported  into  F.ngland.  § VII. 
French  preparations  at  Foulon.  § VIII.  Admiral 
By  ng  fails  for  the  Mediterranean.  § IX.  He  arrives 
at  Gibraltar.  § X.  Engages  M.  de  la  Galijfonniere 
off  Minorca.  § XI.  And  returns  to  Gibraltar. 
§ XII.  Ferment  of  the  people  at  home.  § XIII. 
Admiral  Byng  fuperfeded,  and  Jent  home  prifioner. 
§ XIV.  Account  of  the  fiiege  of  St.  Philip's  forty  in 
Minorca.  § XV.  Precautions  taken  by  General 
Blakeney.  § XVI.  Siege  commenced.  § XVII. 
Englijh  fquadron  appears.  § XVIII.  General  at- 
tack of  the  works.  § XIX.  Fhe  garrifon  capitu- 
lates. § XX.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  fails  to  Minorca. 
§ XXL  Rejoicings  in  France y and  clamours  in  Eng- 
land. § XXII.  Gallantry  of  Fortunatus  Wright. 
§ XXIII.  General  Blakeney  created  a Baron. 
§ XXI V^.  Meafures  taken  for  the  defence  of  Great - 
Britain.  § XXV.  Proclamation.  § XXVI.  Earl 
of  Loudoun  appointed  Commander  in  chief  in  Ame- 
rica. § XXVII.  His  Brit annick  Maje fly's  declara- 
tion of  war.  § XXVJII.  Siihfiance  of  the  French 
King's  declaration.  § XXIX.  Addrefs  of  the  City 
of  London.  § XXX.  Lrial  of  General  Fowke. 
§XXXI.  Affairs  of  America.  § XXXII.  Coloiiel 

Bradftreet  defeats  a body  of  French  on  the  river 
Onondaga.  § XXXIII.  Earl  of  Loudoun  arrives 
at  New -Fork.  § XXXIV.  Ofwego  reduced  by 

the  enemy.  § XXXV.  Further  proceedings  in 
America.  XXXVI.  Naval  operations  in  thaJ  coun- 
try. § XXXVII.  LranfaSlions  in  the  Eaji -Indies. 

J i 4 § XXXVIIL 
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§ XXXVIII.  Calcutta  hefteged  by  the  Viceroy  of 
Bengal.  § XXXIX.  Beplcrahle  fate  of  thofe  who 
perifbed  in  the  dungeon  there.  § XL.  jldditicnal 
cruelties  cxercifed  on  Mr.  Holwel.  § XLI.  Refolution 
againft  Angria.  § XLII.  Fort  of  Geriah  taken  hy 
Admiral  Watfon  and  Mr.  Clive.  § XLI II.  Fheir 
Juhfequent  proceedings  in  the  river  Ganges. 


/ 


BOOK  § I-TN  the  month  of  January  Mr.  Fox,  lately  ap- 

pointed  Secretary  of  State,  received  a letter 
from  M.  Rouille,  Minifier  and  Secretary  of’State  for 
foreign  affairs  to  the  King  of  France  j expcilulating, 
in  the  namiC  of  his  Sovereign,  upon  the  orders  and 
inftru6cions  for  committing  ' hoftilities,  which  his 
Britan  nick  Majefty  had  given  to  General  Braddock 
and  Admiral  Bolcawcn,  in  diair.ctricai  oppofition  to 
the  mod:  folemn  aflurances  fo  often  repeated  by  word 
of  mouth,  as  well  as  in  writing.  He  complained  of 
the  infult  which  had  been  offered  to  his  Mailer’s  flag, 
in  attacking  and  taking  two  of  his  fliips  in  the  open 
fea,  without  any  previous  declaration  of  war ; as  allb 
by  committing  depredations  on  the  commerce  of 
his  Moll  Chrillian  Majefty’s  fubjedb,  in  contempt  of 
the  law  of  nations,  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the 
ufages  eftabliflicd  among  civilized  nations.  He 
faid,  die  fentiments  and  character  of  his  Britannick 
' Majcfcy  gave  the  King  his  Mafler  room  to  expedl, 
that,  at  his  return  to  London,  he  would  difavow  the 
conduct  of  his  Admiralty  j but  feeing  that,  inltead 
of  punirrdng,  he  rather  encouraged  thofe  who  had 


been  guilty  of  fich  depiedations,  his  Moll  Chriftian 
Mwjcity  would  be  deemed  deficient  in  what  he  owed 
to  hir  own  glory,  the  dignity  of  l-is  crovvn,  and  the 
defence  of  his  j'cople,  ii  he  deferred  any  longer  de- 
manding a figr.al  reparation  for  the  outrage  done  to 
ti.  c Frci.eh  flag,  andi  the  damage  fullained  by  his 
fubjedhs.  ii  e,  thcirfore,  demanded  immediate  and 
full  rdiitunon  of  all  the  French  fhips,  which,  con- 
traiy  to  law  and  decorum,  had  been  taken  by  the 

Fngilih 
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Englifh  navy,  together  with  all  the  officers,  foldiers,  c H A P 
mariners,  gims,  ftores,  and  merchandize.  He  de- ^ 
dared,  that  ffiould  this  reftitution  be  made,  he  ffiould 
be  willing  to  engage  in  a negociation  for  w-hat  fur- 
ther fatisfadion  he  might  claim,  and  continue  de- 
firous  to  fee  the  differences  relating  to  America 
determined  by  a folid  and  equitable  accommodation : 
but  if,  contrary  to  all  hopes,  thefe  demands  ffiould 
be  reieded,  he’ would  confider  fuch  a denial  of  juf- 
tice  as  the  moft  authentick  declaration  of  war,  and 
as  a formed  defign  in  the  Court  of  London  to  difturb 
the  peace  of  Europe.  To  this  peremptory  remon- 
ffrance  the  Britiffi  Secretary  w’as  direded  to  anfwer. 

That  though  the  King  of  England  would  readily 
confent  to  an  equitable  and  folid  accommodation, 
he  would  not  comply  with  the  demand  of  immediate 
and  full  reftitution  as  a preliminary  condition ; for 
his  Majefty  had  taken  no  fteps  but  fuch  as  were  ren- 
dered juil;  and  indifpenfible  by  the  hoftilities  which 
the  French  began  in  time  of  profound  peace,  and 
a proper  regard  for  his  own  Ironour,  the  rights  and 
poffeffions  of  his  crown,  and  the  fecurity  of  his 
kingdoms. 

§ II.  ^¥ithout  all  doubt  the  late  tranfadions  had 
afforded  fpecious  arguments  for  both  nations  to  im- 
peach the  condud  of  each  other.  The  French 
Court,  confcious  of  their  encroachments  in  Nova- 
Scotia,  affeded  to  draw  a ffiade  over  thefe,  as  par- 
ticulars belonging  to  a difputed  territory,  and  to 
divert  the  attention  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  where 
Jamonvilie  and  his  detachment  had  been  attacked 
and  maffacred  by  the  Engliffi,  without  the  lead  pro- 
vocation. They  likewife  inveighed  againft  the  cap- 
ture of  their  ffiips,  before  any  declaration  of  war,  as 
flagrant  ads  of  piracy ; and  fome  neutral  Powers  of 
Europe  feemed  to  confider  them  in  the  fame  point 
of  view.  It  was  certainly  high  time  to  check  the 
infolence  of  the  French  by  force  of  arms,  and  furely 
this  might  have  been  as  effectually  and  expeditioufly 
^ exerted 
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BOOK  exerted  under  the  ufual  fanftion  of  a formal  decla- 
, ration  ; the  omiflion  of  which  expofed  the  adminif- 
tration  to  the  cenfure  of  our  neighbours,  and  fixed 
the  imputation  of  fraud  and  free-booting  on  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  The  miniftry  was  faid  to 
have  delayed  the  ceremony  of  denouncing  war  from 
political  confiderations,  fuppofing  that,  fhould  the 
F rench  be  provoked  into  the  firft  declaration  of  this 
kind,  the  Powers  of  Europe  would  confider  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  as  the  aggreffor,  and  Great-Britain 
would  reap  all  the  fruits  of  the  defenhve  alliances  in 
which  fhe  had  engao-ed.  But  nothino;  could  be  more 
weak  and  frivolous  than  fuch  a conje6lure.  The 
aggreffor  is  he  who  firfl  violates  the  peace  and  every 
ally  will  interpret  the  aggreffion  according  to  his 
own  interefu  and  convenience.  The  adminiflration 
maintained  the  appearance  of  candour  in  the  inidft 
of  their  hoflilities.  The  merchant-fhips,  of  which 
a great  number  had  been  taken  from  the  French, 
were  not  fold  and  divided  among  the  captors,  ac- 
cording to  the  pradlice  of  war;  but  carefully  fequef- 
tered,  with  all  their  cargoes  and  effects,  in  order  to 
be  reftored  to  the  right  owners,  in  cafe  the  difputes 
between  the  two  nations  ihould  not  be  produ6tive  of 
an  open  rupture.  In  this  particular,  however,  it  was 
pity  that  a little  common  fenfe  had  not  been  blended 
with  their  honourable  intention.  Great  part  of  the 
cargoes  confifted  of  fifh,  and  other  periffable  com- 
modities, which  were  left  to  rot  and  putrify,  and  af- 
terwards throwm  overboard,  to  prevent  contagion; 
fo  that  the  owners  and  captors  were  equally  difap- 
pointed,  and  the  value  of  them  loft  to  both  nations. 

§ in.  The  Court  of  Verkiilles,  while  they  pre- 
fented  remonftrances  which  they  knew  would  prove 
inefteftual,  and  exclaimed  againft  the  conduft  of 
Great-Britain  with  all  the  arts  of  calumny  and  pag- 
geration  at  every  court  in  Chriftendom,  continued 
nevcrthelefs  to  make  fuch  preparations  as  denoted 


adefimn  to  profecute  the  war  with  uncommon  yigour. 
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•They  began  to  repair  and  fortify  Dunkirk : orders  c 
-were  publiflied,  that  all  Britiih  fnbjeds  fliould  quit  ^ 
the  dominions  of  France : many  Englifli  veiTels  were 
feized  in  the  different  ports  of  that  kingdom,  and 
their  crews  fent  to  prifon.  At  the  ftme  time  an 
edi6t  was  iffuied,  inviting  the  French  fubjecls  to  equip 
privateers,  offering  a premium  of  forty  livres  foi- 
every  gun,  and  as  much  for  every  man  they  fliould 
take  from  the  enemy  ; and  prornifing  that,  in  cafe 
a peace  lliould  be  fpeedily  concluded,  the  King 
would  purchafe  the  privateers  at  prime  coft.  They 
employed  great  numbers  of  artificers  and  feameii 
in  equipping  a formidable  fquadron  of  fhips  at 
Breftj  and  affembling  a ftrong  body  of  land-forces, 
as  well  as  a confiderable  number  of  traniports, 
threatened  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain  v/ith  a dan- 
gerous invafion. 

§ IV.  TheEnglilh  people  were  feized  with  con- 
fternation : the  miniftry  were  alarmed  and  perplexed. 
Colonel  Yorke,  the  Britifli  Refident  >at  the  Hague, 
was  ordered  by  his  Majefty  to  make  a rcquifition  of 
the  fix  thoufand  men  whom  the  States-General  are 
obliged  by  treaty  to  furnifh,  when  Great-Britain  fliall 
be  threatened  with  an  invafion;  and  in  February  he 
prefented  a memorial  for  this  purpofe.  Monfieur 
d’Affry,  the  French  King’s  minifter  at  the  Hague, 
having  received  intimation  of  this  demand,  produced 
a counter-memorial  from  his  Mafter,  charging  the 
Englifh  as  the  aggreffors,  and  giving  the  States- 
General  plainly  to  underftand,  that,  fliould  they  grant 
the  fuccours  demanded  by  Great-Britain,  he  w^ould 
confider  their  compliance  as  an  ad:  of  hoftility  againfl 
himfelf.  The  Dutch,  though  divided  among  them- 
felves  by  faction,  were  unanimoufly  averfe  to  any 
meafure  that  might  involve  them  in  the  approaching 
war.  ’Their  commerce  was  in  a great  meafure  de- 
cayed, and  their  finances  were  too  much  exhaufted 
to  admit  of  an  immediate  augmentation  of  their 
forces,  which  for  many  reafons  they  ftrove  to  avoid, 

? ■ They 
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BOOK  They  forefaw  a great  increafe  of  trade  in  their  ad- 

^ hering  to  a pimftual  neutrality  : they  were  afraid  of 

the  French  by  land,  and  jealous  of  the  EngliHi  by 
fea;  and,  perhaps,  enjoyed  the  profpett  of  feeing 
thefe  two  proud  and  powerful  nations  humble  and 
impoverifh  each  other.  Certain  it  is,  the  States- 
General  protrafeed  their  anfwer  to  Mr.  Yorke’s  me- 
morial by  fuch  affedled  delays,  that  the  Court  of 
London  perceived  their  intention,  and,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  mortification  of  a fiat  denial,  the  King  or- 
dered his  Rcfident  to  acquaint  the  Princefs  Regent, 
that  he  would  not  infifl:  upon  his  demand.  The 
States,  thus  freed  from  their  perplexity,  at  length 
delivered  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Yorke,  in  which  they 
expatiated  on  the  difiiculties  they  were  laid  under, 
and  thanked  his  Britannick  Majeily  for  having  freed 
them  by  his  declaration  from  that  embarafiment  into 
which  they  were  thrown  by  his  firfh  demand  and 
the  counter  memorial  of  the  French  miniRer.  The 
real  fentiments  of  thole  people,  however,  more  plain- 
ly appeared  in  the  previous  refolution  delivered  to 
the  States  of  Floliand  by  the  towns  of  Amfterdarn, 
Dort,  FLierlem,  Gouda,  Rotterdam,  and  Enckhuy- 
fen,  declaring  flatly  that  England  was  uncontro- 
vertibly  the  aggreffor  in  Europe,  by  feizing  a con- 
fiderable  number  of  French  vefiels  j that  the  threat- 
ened invafion  of  Great-Britain  did  not  affect  the 
Republick's  guarantee  of  the  Proteflant  fucceflion, 
inafmuch  as  it  was  only  intended  to  obtain  repara- 
tion for  the  injury  fuftained  by  the  fubjedls  of  his 
Mod  Chriftian  Majefty;  finally,  that  the  fuccours 
demanded  could  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  King  of 
E-ngland,  as  it  appeared  by  the  declaration  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  that  their  granting  thefe 
fticcours  wwild  immediately  lay  them  under  a necel- 
iity  of  demanding,  in  their  turn,  afiaftance  from 
Great-Britain.  From  this  way  of  arguing,  theEng- 
lifii  may  perceive  what  they  have  to  expeft  in  caies 
of  emergency  from  the  friendfhip  of  tliek  neareft 

allies. 
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allies,  who  miift  always  be  lurnlfned  with  the  fame  G H A ?. 
4-xciile,  whenever  they  Wl  it  convenient  or  necehary  ^ 
to  their  own  interefi.  Such  a conhderation,  joined 
to  other  concurring  motives,  ought  to  induce  me 
Britifn  Legiflaturc  to  withdraw  its  dependence  from 
all  foreign  connexions,  and  prov’'iQC  fuch  a concLitu- 
tional  fe'ce  within  itfelf,  as  will  be  fully  fufticient  to 
bathe  all  the  efforts  of  an  external  enemy.  The 
apprehenfions  and'  diffraction  of  the  people  at  this 
jundlure  plainly  evinced  the  expediency  of  tuch  a 
national  force  but  different  parties  were  divided  in 
their  opinions  about  the  nature  of  ffich  a proviiion. 

Some  of  the  warmeff  friends  of  their  country  pro- 
pofed  a well  regulated  militia,  as  an  inftitution  that 
would  effeclualiy  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  defending  a 
wide  extended  fea-coaff  from  invafion;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  this  propofal  was  ridiculed  and  re- 
futed as  imprafficable  or  ufelefs  by  all  the  retainers 
to  the  Court,  and  all  the  ofiicers  of  the  ftanding  ar- 
my. In  the  mean  time,  as  the  experiment  could  noc 
be  immediately  tried,  and  the  prefent  junfture  de- 
manded fome  inffant  determination,  recourfe  w^as  had 
to  a foreign  remedy. 

^ V.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  King 
fent  a written  meflage  to  Parliament,  intimating, 
that  he  had  received  repeated  advices  from  different 
perfons  and  places,  that  a defign  had  been  formed 
by  the  French  Court  to  invade  Great-Britain  or 
Ireland;  and  the  great  preparations  of  forces,  fliips, 
artillery,  and  warlike  ffores,  then  notorioufly  making 
in  the  ports  of  France  oppofite  to  the  Britifh  coafts, 
together  with  the  language  of  the  French  minifters 
in  fome  foreign  courts,  left  little  room  to  doubt  the 
reality  of  fuch  a defign;  that  his  Majefty  had  aug- 
mented his  forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  taken 
proper  meafures  and  precautions  for  putting  his 
kingdoms  in  a pofture  of  defence:  that,  in  order 
further  to  ffrengthen  himfelf,  he  had  made  a requi- 
iirion  of  a body  or  Heffian  troops,  purfuant  to  the 

late 
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late  treaty,  to  be  forthwith  brought  over,  and  for 
that  purpofe  ordered  tranfports  to  be  prepared ; that 
he  doubted  not  of  being  enabled  and  fupported  by 
his  Parliament  in  taking  fuch  meafures  as  might  be 
conducive  to  an  end  fo  eiTential  to  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  the  prefervation  of  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  thefe  kingdoms.  This 
tneiTage  was  no  fooner  received,  than  both  Hoiifes 
voted,  compofed,  and  prefented  very  warm  and 
affedliorrate  addrelTesy ' ir;'  which  his  Majefly  was 
thanked  for  the  requifition  he  had  made  of  the 
Heffian  troops;  a meafure  which  at  any  other  time 
w'ould  have  been  ftiffmatifed  with  all  the  fatire  and 

O 

rhetorick  of  the  oppofition.  , , 

§ VI.  Even  this  precaution  was  not  thought  fuffi- 
cient  to  fecure  the  idand,  and  quiet  the  terrors  of 
the  people.  In  a few  days  Mr.  Fox,  the'  new  mi- 
nifter,  encouraged  by  the  unani-mity  which-  had  ap- 
peared fo  confpicuous  in  the  motions  for  the  late 
addrelTes,  ventured  to  move  again,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  another  addrefs  diould  be  prefented 
to  the  King,  befeeching  his  Majefty,  that  for  the 
more  effeclual  defence  of  this  idand,  and  for  the 
better  fecurity  of  the  religiorr  and  liberties  of  his 
fubjedts,  againft  the  threatened  attack  by  a foreign 
enemy,  he  would  be  gracioudy  pleafed  to  order 
twelve’  battalions  of  his  eledforal  troops,  together 
with  the  ufual  detachment  of  artillery,  to  be  forth- 
with brought  into  this  kingdom.  There  w^as  a 
confiderable  party  in  the  Houfe,  to  whom  fuch  a 
motion  was  odious  and  deteRable : but  confidering 
the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  they  were  afraid  that  a 
diredt  oppofition  might  expofe  them  to  a more  odious 
fufpicion : they,  therefore,  moved  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  infilled  on  the  queftion’s  being  put  upon 
that  motion ; but  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by 
a confiderable  majority,  which  alfo  agreed  to  the 
other  propofal.  The  refolution  of  the  Houfe  was 

communicated  to  the  Lords,  who  unanimoudy  con- 
curred j 
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curred ; and  their  joint  addrefs  being  prefented,  C ii  A 
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his  Majefty  afllired  them  l:ke  would  immediately 
comply  with  their  reqneft.  Accordingly,  fuch  ex- 
pedition was  ufed,  that  in  die  courfe  of  the  next 
month' both  Hanoverians  and  HelTians  arrived  in 
England,  and  encampted  in  diderent  parts  of  the 
kingdom. — As  the  fears  of  an  invafion  fubfided  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  their  antipathy  to  thefe:' 
foreign  auxiliaries  emerged.  They  were  beheld 
with  the  eyes  of  jealoufy,  fufpicion,  and  dildain.' 
They  were  treated  with  contempt,  referve,  and 
rigour.  The  miniftry  was  execrated  for  having  re-- 
duced  the  nation  to  fuch  a low  circumftancc  of  dif-- 
grace,  as  that  they  fnould  owe  their  fecurity  to 
German  mercenaries.  There  were  not  wanting 
fome  incendiaries,  who  circulated  hints  and  infinua- 
tions,  that  the  kingdom  had  been  purpofely  left  un- 
provided; and  that  the  natives  of  South-Britain  had 
been  formerly  fubdued  and  expelled  by  a body  of 
Saxon  auxiliaries,  whom  they  had  hired  for  their 
prelervation.  In  a word,  the  doubts  and  fulpicions 
of  a people  naturally  blunt  and  jealous  w^ere  inflamed 
to  fuch  a degree  of  animofity,  that  nothing  would 
have  reftrained  them  from  violent  acts  of  outrao-e, 
but  the  mod  orderly,  modefl,  and  inoffenfive  beha- 
viour by  which  both  the  Hanoverians  and  ElefTians 
were  diftinguiflied, 

§ VII.  Under  the  cloak  of  an  invading  arma- 
ment, which  engrolTed  the  attention  of  the  BritiOa 
nation,  the  French  were  adtually  employed  in  pre- 
parations for  an  expedition,  which  fucceeded  accord- 
ing^ to  their  wifli.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year^ 
advice  was  received  that  a French  fquadron  would 
foon  be  in  a condition  to  fail  from  Toulon : this  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  repeated  intelligence,  not 
only  from  foreign  gazettes,  but  alfo  from  Englifli 
mmifters  and  confuls  redding  in  Spain  and  Italy. 
1 hey  affirmed  that  the  Toulon  fquadron  confided 
^ twelye  or  fifteen  ffiips  of  the  line,  with  a great 
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BOOK  number  of  tranfports ; that  they  were  fupplied  with 

^ provifions  for  two  months  only,  confequently  could 
not  be  intended  for  America ; and  that  ftrong  bodies 
of  troops  were  on  their  march  from  different  parts 
of  the  French  dopiinions  to  Dauphine  and  Provence, 
in  order  to  be  embarked.  Notv/ithflanding  thefe 
particulars  of  information,  which  plainly  pointed  out 
Minorca  as  the  objedl  of  their  expedition;  notwith- 
ftanding  the  extenfive  and  important  commerce  car- 
ried on  by  the  fubjects  of  Great-Britain  in  the  Me- 
diterranean; no  care  was  taken  to  fend  thither  a 
fquadron  of  fliips  capable  to  protedl  the  trade,  and 
fruftrate  the  defigns  of  the  enemy.  That  great  pro- 
vince was  left  to  a few  inconfiderable  fhips  and  fri- 
gates, whfch  could  ferve  no  other  purpofe  than  that 
of  carrying  intelligence  from  port  to  port,  and  en. 
riching  their  commanders,  by  making  prize  of 
merchant  veffels.  Nay,  the  miniflry  feemed  to 
pay  little  or  no  regard  to  the  remonftrance  of  Gene- 
ral Blakeney,  Deputy-Governor  of  Minorca,  who, 
in  repeated  advices,  reprefented  the  w^aknefs  of  the 
garrifon  which  he  commanded  in  St.  Philip’s  caftle, 
the  chief  fortrefs  on  the  ifland.  Far  from  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  garrifon  with  a proper  reinforcement,  they 
did  not  even  fend  thither  the  officers  belonging  to  it, 
who  were  in  England  upon  leave  of  abfence,  nor 
give  diredlions  for  any  veffel  to  tranfport  them,  un- 
til the  French  armament  was  ready  to  make  a de- 
fcent  upon  that  ifland  *. 

^ § VIII. 


* It  is  with  pleafure  we  feize  the  opportunity  of  recording  an  in- 
ftance  of  gallantry  and  patriotifm  in  a Britifli  officer,  whicli  would 
have  done  honour  to  the  ch3ra6Ier  of  a Roman  tribune.  Captain 
Cunningham,  an  accompUihed  young  gentleman,  who  a6led  as  en- 
gineer in  fecond  at  Minorca,  being  pieferred  to  a Majority  at  home, 
and  recalled  to  his  regiment  by  an  expreis  order,  had  repaired  with 
bis  family  to  Nice  in  Italy,  where  he  waited  for  the  opportunity  ot 
a ihip  botind  for  England,  when  he  received  certain  intelligence  that 
the  French  armament  was  defined  for  the  place  he  had  quitted.  His 
lady,  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  was  juft  dellveved,  and  two  of  his 

children  were  dangeroufty  ill  of  the  fmall  pox.  He  recolleiled -that 

the  chief  engineer  at  Minorca  was  infinn,  and  indeed  difabled  by  the 

gout, 
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§ VIII.  At  length,  the  deflination  of  the  enemy’s  c H^A  P. 
fleet  being  univerfally  known,  the  miniftry  Teemed  to 
roufe  from  their  lethargy,  and,  like  perfons  fuddenly  J756. 
waking,  a6led  with  hurry  and  precipitacion.  Inftead 
of  detaching  a fquadron  that  in  all  refpefts  fhould  be 
fuperiour  to  the  French  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  bellowing  the  command  of  it  upon  an  officer  of 
approved  courage  and  aflivity,  they  allotted  no 
more  than  ten  fhips  of  the  line  for  this  fervice,  veil- 
ing the  command  of  them  in  Admiral  Byng,  who 
had  never  met  with  any  occafion  to  fignalize  his 
courage,  and  whofe  charafler  v;as  not  very  popular 
in  the  navy : but  Mr.  Vf  eft,  the  fecond  in  command, 
was  a gentleman  univerfally  refpedled  for  his  probity, 
ability,  and  refolution.  The  ten  ffiips,  deftined  for 
this  expedition,  were  but  in  very  indifferent  order, 
poorly  manned,  and  unprovided  with  either  hofpital 
or  fire-flaip.  They  failed  from  Spithead  on  the 
feventh  day  of  April,  having  on  board,  as  part  of 
their  complement,  a regiment  of  foldiers  to  be 
landed  at  Gibraltar,  with  Major-General  Stuart, 

Lord  Effingham,  and  Colonel  Cornwallis,  whofe 
regiments  were  in  garrifon  at  Minorca,  about  forty 


gout,  and  that  many  things  were  wanting  for  the  defence  of  the  for- 
trefs.  His  zeal  for  the  honour  and  fervice  of  his  country  immediately 
triumphed  over  the  calls  of  tendernefs  and  of  nature.  He  expended 
a confiderable  fum  of  money  in  purchafing  timber  for  the  platforms, 
and  other  necelTaries  for  the  garrifon  ; hired  a Ihip  for  tranfporting 
them  thither  j and  tearing  himfelf  from  his  wife  and  children,  thus 
left  among  ftrangers  in  a foreign  countiy,  embarked  again  for  Mi- 
norca, where  he  knew  he  (hould  be  in  a peculiar  manner  expofed  to 
all  the  dangers  of  a furious  fiege.  In  the  courfe  of  this  defperate 
fervice  he  acquitted  himfelf  with  that  vigilance,  Ikill,  and  a61ive 
courage,  which  he  had  on  divers  former  occafions  difplayed,  until 
the  afl'ault  was  given  to  the  Queen’s  Baftion  ; when  mixing  with  the 
enemy,  fword  in  hand,  he  was  difabled  in  his  right  arm  by  the  fhot 
of  a inulket  and  the  thruft  of  a bayonet.  His  behaviour  was  fo  ac- 
ceptable to  his  foverelgn,  that  when  he  returned  to  England  he  was 
preferred  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  Guards.  He  afterwards  afted 
as  chief  engineer  in  the  attempts  and  defcent  which  were  made  on 
the  French  coaft.  Though  grievoufly  maimed,  he  accepted  the  fame 
office  in  the  expedition  tg  Guadaloupe,  where  he  died  univerfally  re- 
gretted. 

VoL.  III.  K k inferior 
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BOOK  inferior  officers,  and  near  one  hundred  recruits,  as 
a reinforcement  of  St.  Philip’s  fortrefs. 

,736.  § IX.  After  all  the  intelligence  which  had  been 

received,  one  would  imagine  the  government  of 
England  was  dill  ignorant  of  the  enemy’s  force  and 
dedination  I for  the  indru6lions  delivered  to  Admi- 
ral Byng  imported,  that,  on  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar,- 
he  ffiould  enquire  whether  any  French  fquadron  had 
paded  through  the  draits;  and  that,  being  certified 
in  the  affirmative,  as  it  was  probably  defigned  for 
North- America,  he  ffiould  immediately  detach 
Rear-Admiral  Wed  to  Louiffiourg,  on  the  ifland 
of  Cape-Breton,  with  fuch  a number  of  ffiips,  as 
when  joined  v,^ith  thofe  at  Hallifax,  would  conditiite 
a force  fuperior  to  the  armament  of  the  enemy. 
On  the  fecond  day  of  May,  Admiral  Byng  arrived 
at  Gibraltar,  where  he  found  Captain  Edgecumbe, 
with  the  Princefs  Louifa  ffiip  of  war,  and  a doop, 
who  informed  him  that  the  French  armament,  com- 
manded by  M.  de  la  Galiffionniere,  condding  of 
thirteen  ffiips  of  the  line,  with  a great  number  of 
tranfports,  having  on  board  a body  of  fifteen  thou- 
fand  land-forces,  had  failed  from  Toulon  on  the 
tenth  day  of  April,  and  made  a defeent  upon  the 
idand  of  Minorca,  from  whence  he  (Captain  Edge- 
cumbe) had  been  obliged  to  retire  at  their  approach. 
General  Fowke,  who  commanded  at  Gibraltar,  had 
received  two  fuccedive  orders  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  refpedt  to  his  fparing  a battalion  of  troops 
to  be  tranfported  by  Mr.  Byng,  as  a reinforcement 
to  Minorca;  but  as  the  two  orders  appeared  incon- 
lulent  or  equivocal,  a council  of  war  was  confulted, 
and  the  majority  were  of  opinion  that  no  troops 
diould  be  fent  from  thence  to  Minorca,  except  a 
detachment  to  ffipply  the  deficiency  in  the  little 
fquadron  of  Captain  Edgecumbe,  who  had  left  a 
good  number  of  his  feamen  and-  marines,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Scroop,  to  affift  in  the  defence 
of  Fott  St.  Philip.  Thefe  articles  of  intelligence  the 

Admiral 
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Admiral  dlfpatched  by  an  exprefs  to  the  Lords  ofc 
the  Admiraltyj  and  in  his  letter  made  ufe  of  fome 
impolitick  exprefTions,  which,  in  all  probability,  it 
would  have  been  well  for  him  had  he  omitted.  He 
faid,  if  he  had  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  arrived  at 
Mahon  before  the  French  had  landed,  he  flattered 
himfelf  he  fhould  have  been  able  to  prevent  their 
getting  a footing  on  that  ifland.  He  complained^ 
that  there  were  no  m.agazines  in  Gibraltar  for  fupply- 
ing  the  fquadron  with  rteceffaries  ; that  the  careen- 
ing-wharfs,  pits,  and  ftore-houfes  were  entirely  de- 
cayed, fo  that  he  fhould  find  the  greateft  difficulty 
in  cleaning  the  fhips  that  were  foul  j and  this  was 
the  cafe  with  fome  of  thofe  he  carried  out  from 
England,  as  well  as  with  thofe  which  had  been  for 
fome  time  cruifino;  in  the  Mediterranean.  He  fig- 
nified  his  opinion,  that,  even  if  it  fhould  be  found 
pra6ticable,  it  would  be  very  impolitick  to  throw 
any  men  into  St*Philip’s-caftle,  which  could  not  be 
faved  without  a land  force  fufficient  to  raife  the 
fiege  I therefore,  a fmall  reinforcement  would  only 
add  fo  many  men  to  the  number  which  mufl  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  obferved,  thatfuch 
engineers  and  artillery-men  in  Gibraltar,  as  had  been 
at  Minorca,  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  to  throw  any  number  of  men  into  St.  Philips, 
if  the  French  had  erected  batteries  on  the  two  fhores 
near  the  enterance  of  the  harbour,  fo  as  to  bar  all 
paffage  up  to  the  fally-port  of  the  fortrefs ; and  with 
this  opinion  he  fignified  the  concurrence  of  his  own 
fentiments.  The  firfl  part  of  this  letter  was  a down- 
right impeachment  of  the  miniftry,  for  having  de- 
layed the  expedition,  for  having  fent  out  fhips  unfit 
for  fervice,  and  for  having  neglected  the  magazines 
and  whai  fs  at  Gibraltar.  In  the  latter  part  he  feemed 
to  prepare  them  for  the  fubfequent  account  of  his 
mifcondud  and  inifcarriage.  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 
that  they  underwent  this  accufation  without  appre- 
henfion  and  refentment;  and  as  they  forefaw  the 
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BOOK  lofs  of  Minorca,  which  would  not  fail  to  excite  a 
national  clamour,  perhaps  they  now  began  to  take 
7^6.  ineafures  for  gratifying  their  rcfentment,  and  trans- 
ferring the  blame  from  themfelves  to  the  perfon  who 
had  prefumed  to  hint  a difapprobation  of  their  con- 
duct : for  this  purpofe  they  could  not  have  found  a 
fairer  opportunity  than  Mr.  Byng’s  fubfequent  beha- 
viour afforded. 

§ X.  The  Admiral  being  flrengthened  by  Mr. 
Edgecumbe,  and  reinforced  by  a detachment  from 
the  garrifon,  fet  fail  from  Gibraltar  on  the  eighth 
day  of  May,  and  was  joined  off  Majorca  by  his  Ma- 
jclly’s  fhip^the  Plioenix,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Hervey,  who  confirmed  the  intelligence  he 
had  already  received,  touching  the  ftrcngth  and 
deffination  of  the  French  fquadron.  When  he  ap- 
proached Minorca,  he  defcried  the  Britifli  colours 
fill  hying  at  the  caftle  of  St.  Philip,  and  feveral 
bomb-batteries  playing  upon  it  from  different  quar- 
ters where  the  French  banners  were  difplayed. 
Thus  informed,  he  detached  three  flips  a-head,  with 
Captain  Hervey,  to  reconnoitre  the  harbour’s  mouth, 
and  land,  if  poffible,  a letter  for  General  Blakeney, 
<>:ivins:  him  to  underftand  the  fleet  was  come  to  his 
affiftance.  Before  this  attempt  could  be  made,  the 
French  fleet  appearing  to  the  fouth-eaft,  and  the 
wind  blowing  flrong  off  fiore,  he  recalled  his  flips, 
and  formed  the  line  of  battle.  About  fix  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of  feventeen 
.flips,  thirteen  of  which  appeared  to  be  very  large, 
advanced  in  order ; but  about  feven  tacked,  with  a 
view  to  gain  the  weather -gage.  Mr.  Byng,  in  order 
to  preferve  that  advantage,  as  well  as  to  make  fure 
of  the  land-wind  in  the  morning,  followed  their 
example,  being  then  about  five  leagues  from  Cape- 
Mola.  At  day- light  the  enemy  could  not  be  (ie- 
fcried  3 but  two  tartanes  appearing  clofe  to  the  rear 
of  the  Englifli  fquadron,  they  were  immediately 
chafed  by  fignal.  One  cfcaped,  and  the  other  being 

taken. 


G E O R G E II. 

taken,  was  found  to  have  on  board  two  French  cap- 
tains, two  lieutenants,  and  about  one  hundred  pri- 
vate foldiers,  part  ot  fix  hundred  which  had  been 
fent  out  in  tartanes  the  preceding  day,  to  reinforce 
the  enemy’s  fquadron.  This  foon  re-appearing,  the 
line  of  battle  was  formed  on  each  fide,  and  about 
two  o’clock  Admiral  Byng  threw  out  a lignal  to  bear 
away  tv/o  points  from  the  wind  and  engage.  At 
this  time  his  diftance  from  the  enemy  was  lb  great, 
that  Rear-Admiral  Well,  perceiving  it  impolTible  to 
comply  with  both  orders,  bore  away  with  his  divifion 
feven  points  frpm  the  wind,  and  clofing  down  upon 
the  enemy,  attacked  them  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  the  Ihips  which  oppofed  him  were  in  a little 
timie  driven  out  of  the  line.  Had  he  been  properly 
fullained  by  the  van,  in  all  probability  the  Britifh 
fleet  would  have  obtained  a complete  vi6lory;  but 
the  other  divifion  did  not  bear  down,  and  the  ene- 
my’s centre  keeping  that  fcation,  Rear-Admiral 
Well  could  not  purfue  his  advantage  without  run- 
ning the  rifque  of  feeing  his  communication  with 
the  reft  of  the  line  entirely  cut  off.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  ahlion,  the  intrepid,  in  Mr.  Byng’s  di- 
vifion, was  fo  difabled  in  her  rigging,  that  llie  could 
not  be  managed,  and  drove  on  the  fliip  that  was 
next  in  pofition  : a circumftance  which  obliged  fe- 
veral  others  to  throw  ail  a-back,  in  order  to  avoid 
confufion,  and  for  fome  time  retarded  the  ahlion. 
Certain  it  is,  that  Mr.  Byng,  though  accommodated 
with  a noble  fhip  of  ninety  guns,  made  little  or  no 
ufe  of  his  artillery,  but  kept  aloof,  either  from  an 
r.verftrained  obfervance  of  difcipline,  or  timidity. 
When  his  Captain  exhorted  him  to  bear  down  upon 
the  enemy,  he  very  coolly  replied,  that  he  would 
avoid  the  error  of  Admiral  Matthews,  who,  in  his 
( ngagement  with  the  French  and  Spanifti  fquadrons 
oft  d'oulon,  during  the  preceding  war,  had  broke 
the  line  by  his  own  precipitation,  and  expofed  him- 
Iplf  fingly  to  a fire  that  he  could  nor  llillain.  Mr. 
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BOOK  Byng,  on  the  contrary,  was  determined  againfl  aft- 
ing,  except  with  the  line  entire ; and,  on  pretence  of 
redifying  the  diforder  which  had  happened  among 
fome  of  the  fhips,  hefitated  fo  long,  and  kept  at 
fuch  a wary  diftance,  that  he  never  was  properly  en- 
gaged, though  he  received  fome  few  fliots  in  his 
hull.  M.  de  la  Galilfonniere  feemied  equally  averfe 
to  the  continuance  of  the  battle  : part  of  his  fqua- 
dron  had  been'  fairly  obliged  to  quit  the  line ; and 
though  he  was  rather  fuperior  to  the  Englifh  in 
number  of  men  and  weight  of  metal,  he  did  not 
choofe  to  abide  the  confequence  of  a clofer  fight  with 
an  enemy  fo  expert  in  naval  operations : he,  there- 
fore, took  advantage  of  Mr.  Byng’s  hefitation,  and 
edged  away  with  an  eafy  fail  to  join  his  van,  which 
had  been  difcomfited.  The  Englifh  Admiral  gave 
chafe;  but  the  French  fhips  being  clean,  he  could 
not  come  up  and  clofe  them  again,  fo  they  retired 
at  their  leifure.  Then  he  put  his  fquadron  on  the 
other  tack,  in  order  to  keep  the  wind  of  the  ene- 
m^y ; and  next  morning  they  were  altogether  out  of 
fight. 

§ XL  While  he  lay-to  with  the  reft  of  his  fleet, 
at  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  Mahon,  he  de- 
tached cruifers  to  look  for  fome  miffing  fliips,  which 
joined  him  accordingly,  and  made  an  enquiry  into 
the  condition  of  the  fquadron,  The  number  of 
killed  amounted  to  forty-two,  including  Captain 
Andrews,  of  the  Defiance,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  fixty-eight  were  wounded.  Three  of  the  capital 
fliips  V7ere  fo  damaged  in  their  mafts,  that  they 
could  not  keep  the  fea,  with  any  regard  to  their 
fafety : a great  number  of  the  feamen  were  ill,  and 
there  was  no  veffel  which  could  be  converted  into 
an  hofpital  for  the  fick  and  wounded.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  Mr.  Byng  called  a council  of  war,  at  which  the 
land  officers  were  prefent.  He  reprefented  to  them, 
that  he  was  much  inferior  to  the  enemy  in  weight 
of  metal  and  number  of  men ; that  they  had  the 
3 advantage 
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advantage  of  fending  their  wounded  to  -Minorca,  C H^A  P. 
from  whence  at  the  fame  time  they  were  refreflied 
and  reinforced  occafionally  j that,  in  his  opinion,  it  1756. 
was  impradticable  to  relieve  St.  Philip  s fort,  and, 
therefore,  they  ought  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way 
Eack  to  Gibraltar,  which  might  require  immediate 
protedlion.  They  unanimoully  concurred  with  his 
ientiments,  and  thither  he  directed  his  courfe  ac- 
.cordingly.  How  he  came  to  be  fo  well  acquainted 
with  the  impradicability  of  relieving  General  Blake- 
ney,  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine,  as  no  experiment 
was  made  for  that  purpofe.  Indeed,  the  negled  of 
fuch  a trial  feems  to  have  been  the  leaft  excufabie 
part  of  his  condud ; for  it  afterwards  appeared, 
that  the  officers  and  foldiers  belonging  to  the  garri- 
fon  -might  have  been  landed  at  the  fally-port,  with- 
out running  any  great  rifque ; and  a gentleman, 
then  in  the  fort,  adually  palled  and  repalTed  in  a 
boat,  unhurt  by  any  of  the  enemy’s  batteries. 

§ XII.  Mr.  Byng’s  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  con- 
taining a detail  of  this  adion,  is  faid  to  have  arrived 
fome  days  before  it  was  made  publick ; and  when  it 
^appeared,  was  curtailed  of  divers  expreffions,  and 
whole  paragraphs,  which  either  tended  to  his  own 
j unification,  or  implied  a cenfure  on  the  condud  of 
his  fuperiors.  Whatever  ufe  might  have  been  made 
of  this  letter  while  it  remained  a fecret  to  the  pub- 
lick  we  ffiall  not  pretend  to  explain : but  fure  it  is, 
that,  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  June,  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  and  Admiral  Saunders  failed  from  Spithead 
to  Gibraltar,  to  fuperfede  the  Admirals  Byng  and 
Weft,  in  their  commands  of  the  Mediterranean 
fquadron  j and  Mr.  Byng’s  letter  was  not  publiffied 
till  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  the  fame  month,  when  it 
produced  all  the  effed  which  that  gentleman’s  bit- 
tereft  enemies  could  have  defired.  The  populace 
took  fire  like  a train  of  the  molt  hafty  combullibles, 
and  broke  out  into  fuch  a clamour  of  rage  and  in- 
dignation againft  the  devoted  Admiral,  as  could  not 
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BOOK  have  been  exceeded  if  he  had  loft  the  whole  navy  of 
England,  and  left  the  coafts  of  the  kingdom  naked 
* to  invafion.  This  anirnofity  was  carefully  fomented 
and  maintained  by  artful  emiflaries,  who  mingled 
with  all  publick  aflemblies,  from  the  drawing  room 
at  St.  James’s  to  the  mob  at  Charing-crofs.  They 
expatiated  upon  the  infolence,  the  folly,  the  cowardice, 
and  mifcondudl  of  the  unhappy  Admiral.  They’ 
even  prefumed  to  make  their  Sovereign  in  fome 
meafure  an  inftrument  of  their  calumny,  by  fug- 
gefting,  that  his  Majefty  had  prognofticated  Byng’s 
mifbehaviour  from  the  contents  of  his  firft  letter, 
dated  at  Gibraltar.  They  ridiculed  and  refuted  the 
reafons  he  had  given  for  returning  to  that  fortrei's, 
after  his  fcandalous  rencounter  with  the  French  fqua- 
' dron  ; and,  in  order  to  exafperate  them  to  the  moft 
implacable  refentment,  they  exaggerated  the  terri- 
ble confequences  of  lofing  Minorca,  which  muft 
now  be  fubdued  through  his  treachery  or  want  of 
refolution.  In  a word,  he  was  devoted  as  the  fcape^ 
goat  of  the  miniftry,  to  whofe  fupine  negligence, 
ignorance,  and  mifeondudt,  the  lofs  of  that  impor- 
tant fortrefs  was  undoubtedly  owing.  Byng’s  mif- 
carriage  was  thrown  out  like  a barrel  to  the  whale, 
in  order  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  people,  that 
it  might  not  be  attradled  by  the  real  caufe  of  that 
national  misfortune.  In  order  to  keep  up  the  flame 
which  had  been  kindled  againft  the  Admiral,  re- 
courfe  was  had  to  the  lov/eft  artifices.  Agents  were 
employed  to  vilify  his  perfon  in  all  publick  places 
of  vulgar  refort  ^ and  mobs  were  hired  at  different 
parts  of  the  capital  to  hang  and  burn  him  in 
effg}’. 

§ XIII.  The  tVvO  officers  w'ho  fucceeded  to  the 
command  in  the  Mediterranean,  w'ere  accompanied 
by  Lord  Tyrawley,  whom  his  Majefty  had  appointed 
to  fuperfede  General  Fowke  in  the  government  of 
Gibraltar,  that  gentleman  having  incurred  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  miniftry,  for  not  having  underftood 

an 
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an  order  which  was  unintelligible.  By  the  fame  CHAP, 
conveyance,  a letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad-  ^ 

miralty  was  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Byng,  giving  him  1756. 
notice  that  he  was  recalled.  To  this  intimation  he 
replied  in  fuch  a manner  as  denoted  a confcioufnefs 
of  having  done  his  duty,  and  a laudable  defire  to 
vindicate  his  own  conduft.  His  anfwer  contained  a 
further  account  of  the  engagement  in  which  he  was 
fuppofed  to  have  mifbehaved,  intermixed  with  fome 
puerile  calculations  of  the  enemy’s  fuperiority  in 
weight  of  metal,  which  ferved  no  other  purpofe 
than  that  of  expofing  his  chara6ler  ftill  more  to  ridi- 
cule and  abufe  ; and  he  was  again  fb  impolitick  as 
to  hazard  certain  expreffions,  which  added  frefh 
fuel  to  the  refentment  of  his  enemies.  Directions 
were  immediately  difpatched  to  Sir  Edward  Elawke, 
that  Byng  fhould  be  fent  home  in  arreft ; and  an 
order  to  the  fame  purpofe  was  lodged  at  every  port 
in  the  kingdom : precautions,  which,  however  un- 
neceifary  to  fecure  the  perfon  of  a man  who  longed 
ardently  to  juftify  his  charadter  by  a publick  trial, 
w^ere  yet  produdive  of  confiderable  effed  in  aug- 
menting the  popular  odium.  Admiral  Byng  im- 
mediately embarked  in  the  fhip  which  had  carried 
out  his  fuccelTor,  and  was  accompanied  by  Mr. 

Wed,  General  Fowke,  and  feveral  other  officers  of 
that  garrifon,  who  were  alfo  recalled,  in  confequence 
of  having  fubfcribed  to  the  refult  of  the  council  of 
war,  which  we  have  mentioned  above.  When  they 
arrived  in  England,  Mr.  Weft  met  with  fuch  a gra- 
cious reception  from  his  Majefty  as  w^as  thought  due 
to  his  extraordinary  merit ; but  Mr.  Byng  was  com- 
mitted clofe  prifoner  in  an  apartment  of  Greenwich- 
Hofpital. 

§ XIV . In  the  mean  time,  the  fiege  of  St.  Phi% 
lip  s fort  in  Minorca  was  profecuted  with  unremit- 
ting vigour.  The  armament  of  Toulon,  confifting 
of  the  fleet  commanded  by  M.  de  la  Galiffionniere, 
and  the  tioops  under  me  Duke  de  Richelieu,  arrived 
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^ o o K on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  at  the  port  of  Ciuda- 
, ^ della,  on  that  part  of  the  ifland  oppoflte  to  Mahon, 

J756.  or  St.  Philip’s,  and  immediately  began  to  difem- 
bark  their  forces.  Two  days  before  they  reached 
the  ifland.  General  Blalceney  had,  by  a packet-boat, 
received  certain  intelligence  of  their  approach,  and 
began  to  make  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the 
caftle.  The  fort  which  he  commanded  was  very 
extenfive,  furrounded  with  numerous  redoubts,  ra- 
velins, and  other  outworks  and  provided  with  fub- 
terranean  galleries,  mines,  and  traverfes,  cut  out  of 
the  folid  rock  with  incredible  labour.  Upon  the 
whole,  this  was  one  of  the  beft  fortified  places  in 
Europe,  v;ell  fupplied  with  artillery,  ammunition, 
and  proviflon ; and,  without  all  doubt,  might  have 
fuftained  the  mofl:  defperate  fiege,  had  it  been  de- 
fen^ded  by  a numerous  garrifon,  condudted  by  able 
engineers,  under  the  eye  and  aufpices  of  an  adtive 
and  Ikilful  commander.  All  thefe  advantages,  how- 
ever, did  not  concur  on  this  occafion.  The  num- 
ber of  troops  in  Minorca  did  not  exceed  four  regi- 
ments, whereas  the  nature  of  the  works  required  at 
leafl  double  the  number ; and,  even  of  thefe  above 
forty  officers  were  abfent.  The  chief  engineer  was 
■rendered  lame  by  the  gout,  and  the  General  himfelf 
oppreffed  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age.  The  na- 
tives of  the  ifland  might  have  been  ferviceable  as 
pioneers,  or  day-labourers,  but,  from  their  hatred 
to  the  Proteflant  religion,  they  were  generally  averfe 
to  the  Englifh  government,  although  they  had  lived 
happily  and  grown  wealthy  under  its  influence. 

§ XV.  The  governor  ordered  his  officers  to  beat 
up  for  volunteers  in  the  adjacent  town  of  St.  Philip; 
but  few  or  none  would  inlift  under  his  banners,  and 
-it  feems  he  would  not  venture  to  compel  them  into 
the  fervice.  Pie  recalled  all  his  advanced  parties ; 
and,  in  particular,  a company  pofted  at  Fornelles, 
where  a fmall  redoubt  had  been  raifed,  and  five 
companies  at  Ciudadella,  a poll  fortified  with  two 
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pieces  of  cannon,  which  were  now  withdrawn,  as  chap. 
jbon  as  the  enemy  began  to  difembark  their  forces.  , 

At  the  fame  time  Major  Cunningham  was  detached  ,756. 
with  a party  to  break  down  the  bridges,  and  break 
up  the  roads  between  that  place  and  St.  Philip’s  ; 
but  the  taflc  of  deftroying  the  roads  could  not  be 
performed  in  fuch  a hurry,  on  account  of  the  hard 
rock  which  runs  along  the  furface  of  the  ground 
through  this  whole  ifland ; nor  was  there  time  to 
demolifh  the  town  of  St.  Philip,  which  Rood  fo 
near  the  fort,  that  the  enemy  could  not  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  its  neighbourhood.  The  ftreets  ferved 
them  for  trenches,  which  otherwife  could  not  have 
been  dug  through  the  folid  rock.  Here  they  made  ' 
a lodgement  clofe  to  the  works ; here  they  found 
convenient  barracks  and  quarters  of  refrefliment, 
mafks  for  their  batteries,  and  an  effedlual  cover  for 
their  m.ortars  and  bombardiers.  The  General  has 
been  blamed  for  leaving  the  town  {landing ; but  if 
we  confider  his  uncertainty  concerning  the  deftina- 
tion  of  the  French  armament,  the  odious  nature  of 
fuch  a precaution,  which  could  not  fail  to  exafpe- 
rate  the  inhabitants,  and  the  impoffibility  of  execu- 
ting fuch  a fcheme  after  the  firft  appearance  of  the 
enemy,  he  will  be  found  excufable,  if  not  altogether 
blamelefs.  Some  houfes  and  windmills  were  adtually 
demiolifned,  fo  as  to  clear  the  efpianade  and  the 
approaches.  All  the  wine  in  the  cellars  of  St.  Phi- 
lip’s town  was  deftroyed,  and  the  butts  were  carried 
into  the  caftle,  where  they  might  ferve  for  gabions 
and  traverfes.  Five-and-twenty  Minorquin  bakers 
v/ere  hired,  and  a large  number  of  cattle  brought 
into  the  fort,  for  the  benefit  of  the  garrifon.  The 
ports  were  walled  up,  the  pofts  afligned,  the  fenti- 
nels  placed,  and  all  the  different  guards  appointed. 
Commodore  Edgecumbe,  who  then  anchored  in  the 
harbour  of  Mahon,  clofe  under  the  wails  of  the  caf- 
tie,  failed  away  with  his  little  fquadron,  confiding 
of  the  Chefferfield,  Princefs  Louifa,  Portland,  and 
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BOOK  Dolphin,  after  having  left  all  his  marines,  a detach- 
ment  from  Gibraltar,  the  whole  crew  of  the  Porcu- 
,754.  pine  Hoop,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Dolphin’s,  as 
a reinforcement  to  the  fort,  under  the  immediate 
direclion  and  command  of  Captain  Scroop,  of  the 
Dolphin,  who,  with  great  gallantry,  offered  him- 
felf  for  this  fevere  duty,  and  bravely  fignalifed  him- 
feif  during  the  whole  fiege.  The  French  Admiral 
might  certainly  have  blocked  up  this  harbour  in 
fuch  a manner,  as  would  have  prevented  the  efcape 
of  thefe  drips,  and  divers  other  rich  merchant  vellels, 
which  happened  then  to  be  at  Mahon : but,  in  all 
probability,  they  purpofely  allowed  them  to  abandon 
the  place,  which,  on  any  emergency,  or  affault,  their 
crews  and  officers  would  have  confiderably  rein- 
forced.  The  enemy  were  perfeblly  acquainted  with 
the  great  extent  of  the  works,  and  the  weaknefs  ot 
the  garrifon,  from  which  circumftances  they  derived 
the  molt  fanguine  hopes  that  the  place  might  be  fud- 
denly  taken,  without  the  trouble  of  a regular  fiege. 
After  Mr.  Edgecumbe  had  failed  for  Gibraltar,  and 
General  Biakeney  had  ordered  a floop  to  be  funk  in 
the  channel  that  leads  to  the  harbour,  the  French 
fquad  ron  made  its  appearance  at  this  part  of  the 
ifland  ; but,  without  having  attempted  any  thing 
againft  the  fort,  fell  to  leeward  of  Cape-Mola. 
Next  day  they  came  in  fight  again,  but  foon  bore 
away,  and  never  afterwards,  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  fiege,  approached  fo  near  as  to  give  the  gar- 
rifon  the  leafi:  difiurbance. 

§ XVM.  On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  April, ’the 
Governor  fent  a drummer  to  the  French  General 
■with  a letter,  defiring  to  know  his  reafons  for  invading 
tlie  ihand.  I'o  this  an  anfwer  was  returned  by  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu,  declaring  he  was  come  with  in- 
tention to  reduce  the  iiland  under  the  dominion  of 
his  Mold  Chriftian  Malefty,  by  way  of  retaliation 
for  the  condufl  of  his  mafter,  who  had  feized  and 
detained  the  fnips  belonging  to  the  King  of  France 
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and  his  fubjecls.  If  we  may  judge  from  the  firilCHAP. 
operations  of  this  nobleman,  he  was  but  indifferently,^  * , 
]3rovided  with  engineers:  for,  inftead  of  beginning 
his  approaches  on  the  fide  of  St.  Philip’s  town,  clofe 
by  the  outworks,  where  he  might  have  been  fereened 
from  the  fire  of  the  garrifon,  his  batteries  were  erec- 
ted at  Cape  Mola,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  harbour, 
where  they  were  more  expofed,  their  fire  much  lefs 
effedual,  and  indeed  at  too  great  a diflance  to  be 
of  any  fervice.  The  fire  of  St.  Philip’s  v/as  fo  feverc, 
and  the  cannon  fo  well  ferved  on  this  quarter,  that 
in  a little  time  the  enemy  thought  proper  to  change 
their  plan  of  attack,  and  advance  on  the  fide  of  St. 

Philip’s  town,  which  ought  to  have  been  the  firfl 
objeft  of  their  confideration,  efpecially  as  they  could 
find  little  or  no  earth  to  fill  their  gabions,  and  open 
their  trenches  in  the  ufual  form.  On  the  twelfth  of 
May,  about  nine  at  night,  they  opened  two  bomb 
batteries,  near  the  place  where  the  windmills  had 
been  deftroyed ; and  from  that  period  an  incelTant 
fire  was  kept  up  on  both  fides,  from  mortars  and 
cannon,  the  French  continuing  to  raife  new  batte- 
ries in  every  fituation  from  whence  they  could  annoy 
the  befieged. 


§ XVII.  On  the  feventeenth  day  of  the  month, 
the  garrifon  was  tranfported  with  joy  at  fight  of  the 
Britifh  fquadron,  commanded  by  Admiral  Byng ; 
and  Mr.  Boyd,  cornmifiary  of  the  ftorcs,  ventured 
to  embark  in  a fmali  boar,  with  fix  oars,  wiiich 
paffed  from  St.  Stephen’s  cove,  a creek  on  the  well 
fide  of  the  fortification,  through  a fhower  of  cannon 
and  muficetry  from  the  enemy’s  poft  on  the  other 
fide,  and  adtually  reached  the  open  fea,  his  defign 
being  to  join  the  fquadron  ; but  this  being  at  a great 
diftance,  ftretching  away  to  the  fouthward,  and  Mr. 
Boyd  perceiving  himfelf  chafed  by  two  of  the  enemy’s 
light  velfels,  he  returned  by  the  fam.e  route  to  the 
garrifon,  without  having  fuftained  the  leaft  damage. 
A circumftance  which  plainly  confutes  the  notion^'of 
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Mr.  ^yng,  that  it  was  impradticable  to  open  a com- 
^ munication  with  the  garrilbn  of  St.  Philip’s.  Next 
day  the  hopes  of  the  befieged,  which  had  prognofti- 
cated  a naval  vi6tory  to  the  Britifh  fquadron,  a 
Ipeedy  relief  to  themfelvesj  and  no  lefs  than  capti- 
vity to  the  alTailants,  were  confiderably  damped  by 
the  appearance  of  the  French  fleet,  which,  quietly 
returned  to  their  flation  off  the  harbour  of  Mahon. 
That  fame  evening  they  were  told  by  a deferter, 
that  the  Englifli  fleet  had  been  worfted  in  an  engage- 
ment by  M.  de  la  Galiflbnniere ; and  this  informa- 
tion was  foon  confirmed  by  a general  difcharge,  or 
feu  de  joie,  through  the  whole  French  camp,  to  cele- 
brate the  vi6lory  they  pretended  to  have  obtained. 
How  little  foever  they  had  reafon  to  boafl;  of  any 
advantage  in  the  adtion,  the  retreat  of  the  Englilh 
fquadron  was  undoubtedly  equivalent  to  a vidlory ; 
for  had  Mr.  Byng  acquired  and  maintained  the  fu- 
periority  at  fea,  the  French  forces,  which  had  been 
difembarked  in  Minorca,  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war  to 
his  Britannick  Majefty.  The  cafe  was  now  much 
altered  in  their  favour : their  fquadron  cruifed  about 
the  ifland  without  moleftation : and  they  daily  re- 
ceived, by  means  of  their  tranfports>  reinforcements 
of  men  and  ammunition>  as  well  as  conftant  fupplies 
of  provifions. 

§ XVIII.  The  Englifli  garrifon,  however  morti- 
fied at  finding  themfelves  thus  abandoned,  refolved 
to  acquit  themfelves  with  gallantry  in  the  defence 
of  the  place,  not  without  fome  remaining  hope  that 
the  Englifli  fquadron  would  be  reinforced,  and  re- 
turn to  their  relief.  In  the  mean  time,  they  fuftained 
and  retorted  the  enemy’s  fire  with  undaunted  refo- 
lution.  They  remounted  cannon,  the  carriages  of 
which  had  been  difabled  : they  removed  them  occa- 
fionally  to  places  from  whence  it  was  judged  they 
could  do  the  greatefl  execution : they  repaired 
breaches,  reflored  merlons,  and  laboured  with  fur- 
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prlfing  alacrity,  even  when  they  were  furrounded  by  c hap. 
the  numerous  batteries  of  the  foe  ; when  their  em-  v. 
brafures,  and  even  the  parapets,  were  demolifhed, 
and  they  flood  expofed  not  only  to  the  cannon  and 
mortars,  but  alfo  to  the  mufquetry,  which  fired 
upon  them,  without  ceafing,  from  the  windows  of 
the  houfes  in  the  town  of  St.  Philip.  By  this  time, 
they  were  invefted  with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  and  plyed  inceffantly  from  fixty-two  battering 
cannon,  twenty-one  mortars,  and  four  howitzers, 
befides  the  fmall  arms : neverthelefs,  the  lofs  of  men 
within  the  fortrefs  was  very  inconfidcrable,  the 
garrifon  being  moflly  fecured  in  the  fubterranean 
works,  which  were  impenetrable  to  fhells  or  fhot. 

By  the  twenty- fcventh  day  of  June  they  had  made  a 
pradicable  breach  in  one  of  the  ravelins,  and  dama- 
ged the  other  outworks  to  fuch  a degree,  that  they 
determined  this  night  to  give  a general  aflault. 
Accordingly,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven, 
they  advanced  to  the  attack  from  all  quarters  on  the 
land  fide.  At  the  fame  time  a flrong  detachment, 
in  armed  boats,  attempted  to  force  the  harbour, 
and  penetrate  into  the  creek,  called  St.  Stephen’s 
Cove,  to  ftorm  Fort  Charles,  and  fecond  the  attack 
upon  Fort  Marlborough,  on  the  farther  fide  of  the 
creek,  the  moft  detached  of  all  the  outworks.  The 
enemy  advanced  with  great  intrepidity,  and  their 
commander,  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  is  laid  to  have 
led  them  up  to  the  works  in  perfon.  Such  an 
lifrault  could  not  but  be  attended  with  great  flaugh- 
ter : they  were  mowed  down,  as  they  approached, 

-with  grape  fhot  and  mufquetry : and  feveral  mines 
were  fprung  with  great  effed,  fo  that  the  glacis  was 
almoft  covered  with  the  dying  and  the  dead.  Ne- 
verthelefs, they  perfevered  with  uncommon  refolu- 
tion ; and,  though  repulfed  on  every  other  fide,  at 
length  made  a lodgement  in  the  Queen’s  redoubt, 
which  had  been  greatly  damaged  by  their  cannon. 
Whether  their  fuccefs  in  this  quarter  was  owing  to 
- ■ die 
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the  weaknefs  of  the  place,  or  to  the  timidity  of  the 
defender,  certain  it  is,  the  enemy  were  in  pofleiTion 
before  it  was  known  to  the  officers  of  the  garrifon ; 
for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jeffries,  the  fecond  in  com- 
mand, who  had  acquitted  himfelf  fince  the  beginning 
of  the  fiege  with  equal  courage,  fKill,  and  adivity, 
in  his  vifitation  of  this  polt,  was  fuddenly  furrounded 
and  taken  by  a file  of  French  grenadiers,  at  a time 
wlien  he  never  dreamed  they  had  made  a lodgement. 
Major  Cunningham,  who  accompanied  him,  met 
with  a feverer  fate,  though  he  efcaped  captivity  : he 
was  run  through  the  arm  with  a bayonet,  and  the 
piece  being  difeharged  at  the  fame  time,  fhattered 
the  bones  of  his  hand  in  fuch  a manner,  that  he  was 
maimed  for  life.  In  this  fhocking  condition  he  re- 
tired behind  a traverfe,  and  was  carried  home  to  his 
quarters.  Thus  the  Governor  was  deprived  of  his 
two  principal  affiftants,  one  being  taken,  and  'the 
other  di fabled. 

§ XIX.  The  enemy  having  made  themfelves 
mailers  of  Anflruther’s  and  the  Queen’s  redoubt'i, 
from  which  perhaps  they  might  have  been  diflodged, 
had  a vigorous  effort  been  made  for  that  purpofe, 
before  they  had  leifure  to  fecure  themfelves,  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu  ordered  a parley  to  be  beat,  in 
order  to  obtain  permiffion  to  bury  the  dead,  and 
remove  the  wounded.  This  requefl  was  granted 
with  more  humanity  than  diferetion,  inafmuch  as  the 
enemy  took  this  opportunity  to  throw  a reinforce- 
ment of  men  privately  into  the  places  where  the 
lodgements  had  been  made,  and  thefe  penetrated 
into  the  gallery  of  the  mines,  which  communicated 
with  all  the  other  outworks.  During  this  fhort  ceffa- 
tion.  General  Blakeney  fummoned  a council  of 
war,  to  deliberate  upon  the  ftate  of  the  fort  and  gar- 
rifon j and  the  majority  declared  for  a capitulation. 
The  works  were  in  many  places  ruined ; the  body 
of  the  caftle  was  fhattered;  many  guns  were  dif- 
mounted,  the  embrafures  and  parapets  demoliffetJ) 
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pallifadoes  broke  in  pieces,  the  gartlfon  exhauft-  C P. 
ed  with  hard  duty  and  inceffant  watching,  and  the 
eneiny  in  poiTeiTion  of  the  fuoterranean  conirnunica-  1756. 
tions.  Befides,  the  Governor  had  received  infor- 
mation from  prifoners,  that  the  Duke  de  Ricnelieii 
was  alarmed  by  a report  that  the  Mardial  Dukc  de 
Belleille  would  be  fent  to  fuperfede  him  in  the  com- 
mand, and  for  that  reafon  would  hazard  another 
defperate  alTault,  which  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  the  garrifon  could  not  fuftain.  Thefe  con- 
fiderations,  added  to  the  defpair  of  laeing  relieved, 
induced  him  to  demand,  a capitulation.  But  this 
meafure  was  not  taken  with  the  unanimous  confent 
of  the  council.  Some  officers  obferved,  that  the 
garrifon  was  very  little  diminiffied,  and  Bill  in  good 
fpirits  : that  no  breach  was  made  in  the  body  of  the 
caftle,  nor  a fingle  cannon  erected  to  batter  in 
breach  ; that  the  lofs  of  an  outwork  was  never  deemed 
a fufficlent  reafon  for  furrendering  fuch  a fortrefs  : 
that  the  counterfearp  was  not  yet  taken,  nor,  on 
account  of  the  rocty  foil,  could  be  taken,  except 
by  affiault,  which  would  cofl  the  enemy  a greater 
number  than  they  had  loft  in  their  late  attempt : 
that  they  could  not  attack  the  ditch,  or  batter  in 
breach,  before  the  counterfearp  fliould  be  taken, 
and  even  then  they  muft  have  recourfe  to  galleries 
. before  they  could  pafs  the  foffe,  which  v/as  furniffied 
with  mines  and  countermines ; finally,  they  fug- 
gefted,  that  in  all  probability  the  Britifh  fquadron 
would  be  reinforced,  and  fail  back  to  their  relief ; 
or,  if  it  fliould  not  return,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Governor  to  defend  the  place  to  extremity,  without 
having  any  regard  to  the  confequences.  Thefe  re- 
marks being  over-ruled,  the  chamade  was  beat,  a 
conference  enfued,  and  very  honourable  conditions 
were  granted  to  the  garrifon,  in  confideration  of  the 
gallant  defence  they  had  made.  This  it  muft  be 
owned  was  vigorous  while  it  lafted,  as  the  French 
General  was  faid  to  have  loft  five  tkoufand  men  irr 
VoL,  III.  LI  the 
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BOOK  the  fiege;  whereas  the  lofsof  the  garrifon,  which  af 
^ firft  fell  fhort  of  three  thoufand  men,  did  not  exceed 

,756.  one  hundred.  The  capitulation  imported,  that  the 
garrifon  fhould  march  out  with  all  the  honours  of 
war,  and  be  conveyed  by  fea  to  Gibraltar.  The 
French  were  put  in  pofTeffion  of  one  gate,  as  well 
as  Fort-Charles  and  Marlborough  redoubt : but  the 
EngliOi  troops  remained  in  the  other  works  till  the 
feventh  day  of  July,  when  they  embarked.  In  the 
mean  time,  reciprocal  civilities  pafled  between  the 
commanders  and  officers  of  both  nations- 

§ XX.  I'he  articles  of  capitulation  were  no  fooner 
executed,  than  Monfieur  de  la  GalifTonniere  failed 
back  to  Toulon,  with  ail  the  prizes  which  had  lain 
at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Mahon,  fince  the  fort  of 
St.  Philip  was  firft  inverted.  In  all  probability,  the 
fifety  of  himfelf  and  his  whole  fquadron  was  owing 
to  this  expeditious  retreat ; for  in  a few  days  after 
the  furrender  of  the  fort.  Sir  Edward  Hawke’s  fleet, 
augmented  by  five  rtiips  of  the  line,  which  had  been 
lent  from  England,  when  the  firrt  tidings  arrived  of 
Minorca’s  being  invaded,  now  made  its  appearance 
ofi'  the  irtand  : but  by  this  time  GalifTonniere  was 
retired,  and  the  Englifli  Admiral  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  fee  the  French  colours  flying  upon  St.  Philip’s 
cartle.  What,  perhaps,  chagrined  this  gallant  offi- 
cer rtill  more,  he  was  not  provided  with  frigates, 
floops,  and  fmall  craft  to  cruife  round  the  ifland,  and 
intercept  the  fupplies  which  were  daily  fent  to  the 
enemy.  Had  he  reached  Minorca  fooner,  he  might 
have  difeomfited  the  French  fquadron;  but  he  could 
not  have  raifed  the  fiege  of  St.  Philip’s,  beeaiife 
the  Duke  de  Richelieu  had  received  his  reinforce- 
ments, and  fuch  a train  of  artillery  as  no  fortifica- 
tion could  long  withrtand.  Indeed,  if  the  garrifoa 
had  been  confiderably  reinforced,  and  the  commu- 
nication with  it  opened  by  fea,  the  defence  w'oiild 
have  been  protraded,  and  fo  many  vigorous  failles 

might 
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flight  have  been  made,  that  the  alTailants  would  CHAP, 
have  had  caufe  to  repent  of  their  enterprize.  _j 

§ XXL  When  the  news  of  this  conqueft  was  1756. 
brought  to  Verfiiiles,  by  the  Count  of  Egmont, 
whom  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  had  difpatched  for 
that  purpofe,  the  people  of  France  were  tranfported 
with  the  moft  extravagant  joy.  Nothing  v;as  feeri 
but  triumphs  and  proccffions ; nothing  heard  but 
anthems,  congratulations,  and  hyperbolical  enco- 
miums upon  the  conqueror  of  Minorca,  who  was 
celebrated  in  a thoufand  poems  and  ftudied  orations  ; 
while  the  condufl  of  the  Englifli  was  vilified  and 
ridiculed  in  ballads,  farces,  and  pafquinades.  No- 
thing more  argues  the  degeneracy  of  a warlike  nation 
than  the  pride  of  fuch  mean  triumph,  for  an  advan- 
tage, which,  in  more  vigorous  times,  would  fcarce 
have  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  ceremony  of  a Te 
Deum  Laudamus.  Nor  is  this  childiiE  exultation, 
that  difgraces  the  laurels  of  victory,  confined  to  the 
kingdom  of  France.  Truth  obliges  us  to  own,  that 
even  the  fubjedts  of  Great-Britain  are  apt  to  be  ele- 
vated by  fuccefs  into  an  illiberal  infolence  of  felf- 
applaufe,  and  contemptuous  comparifon.  This  mufl 
be  condemned  as  a proof  of  unmanly  arrogance, 
and  abfurd  felf-conceit,  by  all  thofe  who  coolly  re- 
fledt,  that  the  events  of  war  generally,  if  not  always, 
depend  upon  the  genius  or  mifcondudt  of  one  indi- 
vidual. The  lofs  of  Minorca  was  feverely  felt  in 
England,  as  a national  difgrace  ; but,  inftead  of 
producing  dejedtion  and  deipondence,  it  excited  an 
univerfal  clamour  of  rage  and  refentment,  not  only 
againfl  Mr.  Byng,  who  had  retreated  from  the 
French  fquadron  ; but  alfo  in  reproach  of  the  admi- 
niftration,  which  was  taxed  with  having  nealedted 
the  fecnrity  of  Minorca.  Nay,  fome  polmcians 
were  inflamed  into  a fufpicion,  that  this  important 
place  had  been  negatively  betrayed  into  tlie  hands  of 
the  enemy,  that,  in  cafe  the  arms  of  Great-Britain 
Ihould  profper  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  the 
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French  King  might  have  fome  fort  of  equivalent  to 
reftore  for  the  conquefts  which  ihoiild  be  abandoned 
at  the  peace.  This  notion,  however,  feems  to  have 
been  conceived  from  prejudice  and  party,  which  now 
began  to  appear  with  the  irioil  acrimonious  afpeft, 
not  only  throughout  the  united  kingdoms  in  general, 
but  even  in  the  Sovereign’s  councils. 

§ XXII.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  being  difappointed 
in  his  hope  of  encountering  La  Galififonniere,  and 
relieving  the  Englifli  garrifon  of  St.  Philip’s,  at  lead 
afferted  the  empire  of  Great-Britain  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, by  annoying  the  commerce  of  the  enemy, 
and  blocking  up  their  fquadron  in  the  harbour  of 
Toulon.  Underftanding  that  the  Auftrian  govern- 
ment at  Leghorn  had  detained  an  Englifla  privateer, 
and  imprifoned  the  Captain,  on  pretence  that  he 
had  violated  the  neutrality  of  the  port,  he  detached 
two  fliips  of  war,  to  infift,  in  a peremptory  manner, 
on  the  releafe  of  the  fhip,  effedls,  crew,  and  cap- 
tain ; and  they  thought  proper  to  comply  with  his 
demand,  even  Vvithout  waiting  for  orders  from  the 
Court  of  Vienna.  The  perfon  in  whofe  behalf 
the  Admiral  thus  interpofed,  was  one  Fortunatiis 
Wright,  a native  of  Liverpool;  who,  though  a 
ftranger  to  a fea-life,  had,  in  the  laid  war,  equip- 
ped a privateer,  and  diftinguillied  himfelf  in  fuch  a 
manner,  by  his  uncommon  vigilance  and  valour, 
that,  if  he  had  been  indulged  with  a command  fuit- 
able  to  his  genius,  he  would  have  deferved  as  ho- 
nourable a place  in  the  annals  of  the  navy,  as  that 
which  the  French  have  bellowed  upon  their  boafted 
Guai  Trouin,  Du  Bart,  and  Thurot.  An  uncom- 
mion  exertion  of  fpirit  was  the  occafion  of  his  being 
detained  at  this  jundlure.  VvTile  he  lay  at  anchor  in 
the  harbour  of  Leghorn,  commander  of  the  St, 
George  privateer  of  Liverpool,  a fmall  Blip  of  twelve 
guns  and  eighty  men,  a large  French  xebeque, 
mounted  with  fixteen  cannon,  and  nearly  three  times 
the  number  of  his  complement,  chofe  her  Ration  in 
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view  of  the  harbour,  in  order  to  interrupt  the  Bri- 
ti(h  commerce.  The  gallant  Wright  could  not 
endure  this  infuk:  notwithftanding  the  enemy’s  fu- 
periority  in  metal  and  number  of  men,  he  weighed 
anchor,  hoifled  his  fails,  engaged  him  within  fight 
of  the  fliore,  and  after  a very  obftinate  difpute,  in 
which  the  captain,  lieutenant,  and  above  threefcore 
of  the  men  belonging  to  the  xebeque  were  killed  on 
the  fpot,  he  obliged  them  to  fheer  off,  and  returned 
to  the  harbour  in  triumph.  This  brave  corfaif 
would,  no  doubt,  have  fignalifed  himfelf  by  many 
other  exploits,  had  not  he,  in  the  fequel,  been  over- 
taken in  the  midfl:  of  his  career  by  a dreadful  ftorm, 
in  which  the  ffip  foundering,  he  and  all  his  crew 
perifhed. 

§ XXIII.  Sir  Edvv^ard  Hawke,  having  fcoured 
the  Mediterranean,  and  infulted  the  enemy’s  ports,  re- 
turned with  the  homeward-bound  trade  to  Gibraltar  ; 
from  whence,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  lie 
fet  fail  for  England  with  part  of  his  fquadron,  leav- 
ing the  reft  in  that  bay,  for  the  protedlion  of  our 
commerce,  which,  in  thofe  parts,  foon  began  to  fuffer 
extremely  from  French  privateers,  that  now  fwarmed 
in  the  Mediterranean.  General  Blakeney  had  arri- 
ved, with  the  garrifon  of  Minorca,  at  Portfmouth, 
in  the  month  of  November,  and  been  received  with 
expreffions  of  tumultuous  joy : every  place  through 
which  he  paffed  celebrated  his  return  with  bonfires, 
illuminations,  bell-ringing,  and  acclamations  : every 
mouth  was  opened  in  his  praife,  extolling  him  for 
the  gallant  defence  he  had  made  in  the  caftle  of  St. 
Philip.  In  a word,  the  people’s  veneration  for 
Blakeney  increafed  in  proportion  to  their  abhorrence 
of  Byng;  the  firft  was  lifted  into  an  idol  of  admira- 
tion, while  the  other  funk  into  an  obje6l  of  reproach  ; 
and  they  were  viewed  at  different  ends  of  a falfe 
perfpedive,  through  the  medium  of  prejudice  and 
paffion ; of  a perlpedtive  artfully  contrived,  and 
applied  by  certain  minifters  for  the  purpofes  of  felf- 
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BOOK  intercR  and  deceit.  The  fovereign  is  faid  to  have 

been  infiuenced  by  the  prepoiTefTion  of  the  f 1. 

j/56.  Blakeney  met  with  a gracious  reception  from 

his  Majefty,  who  raifed  hiiri  to  the  rank  of  an  Irifh 
baron,  in  confideration  of  his  faithful  fervices, 
while  fome  malcontents  murmured  at  this  mark  of 
favour,  as  an  unreafonable  facrifice  to  popular 
mifapprehenlion. 

§ XXIY.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  mea- 
fures  taken  by  the  Government  in  England  feem  to 
have  been  chiefly  di6lated  by  the  dread  of  an  inva- 
fion,  from  which  the  minifiers  did  not  think  them- 
felves  fecured  by  the  guard-flips  and  cruifers  on 
different  parts  of  the  coafl,  or  the  (landing  army  of 
the  kingdom,  though  re-enforced  by  the  two  bodies 
of  German  auxiliaries.  A confiderable  number  of 
new  troops  was  levied:  the  fuccefs  in  recruiting  was 
not  only  promoted  by  the  land-holders  throughout 
the  kingdom,  who  thought  their  eftates  were  at 
Rake,  and  for  that  reafon  encouraged  their  depen- 
dents to  engage  in  the  fervice,  but  alfo  in  a great 
meafure  owing  to  a dearth  of  corn,  which  reduced 
the  lower  clafs  of  labourers  to  Rich  diftrefs,  that 
fome  infurredlions  were  raifed,  and  many  inlifted 
with  a view  to  obtain  a livelihood,  whicli  otherwife 
they  could  not  earn.  New  flips  of  war  were  built, 
and  daily  put  in  commiffion ; but  it  was  found  im- 
pradlicable  to  man  them,  without  having  recourie  to 
the  odious  and  illegal  practice  of  impreif  ng  failors, 
which  muR  always  be  a reproach  to  every  free  peo- 
ple. Notwithftanding  large  bounties,  granted  by  the 
government  to  voluntiers,  it  was  found  neceffary  to 
lay  an  embargo  upon  all  flipping,  and  imprefs  all 
the  feameii  that  could  be  found,  without  any  regard  to 
former  protedlions;  fo  that  all  the  merchant  (hips 
were  Rripped  of  their  hands,  and  foreign  commerce 
for  fome  time  wholly  fufpended.  Nay,  the  expedi- 
ent of  compelling  iTi«n  into  the  fervice  was  carried 
to  an  nnuiual  degree  of  opprelTiOiii  for  rewards  were 
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pnblickly  offered  to  thofe  who  fhould  difcover  where 
anyfearrienlav  concealed:  fo  that  thofe  unhappy  peo- 
ple were  in  fome  refpefts  treated  like  felons,  dragged 
from  their  families  and  connexions  to  condnement, 
mutilation,  and  death,  and  totally  cut  off  from  the 
enjoyment  of  that  liberty,  which,  perhaps,  at  the 
expence  of  their  lives,  their  own  arms  had  helped 
to  preferve,  in  favour  of  their  ungrateful  country 

§ XXV.  About  eighty  fliips  of  the  line  and  three- 
fcore  frigates  were  already  equipped,  and  confider- 
able  bodies  of  land  forces  affembled,  when,  on  the 
third  day  of  February,  a proclamation  was  iffued, 
requiring  all  officers  civil  and  military,  upon  the 
firft  appearance  of  any  hoilile  attempt  to  land  upon 
the  coails  of  the  kingdom,  immediately  to  caufe  all 
horfes,  oxen,  or  cattle,  which  might  be  fit  for  draft 
or  burthen,  and  not  affually  employed  in  the  King’s 
fervice,  or  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  alfo 
(fo  far  as  might  be  pradicable)  all  other  cattle  and 
provifions,  to  be  driven  and  removed  twenty  miles 
at  ieafl:  from  the  place  where  fuch  hoflile  attempt 
ffiould  be  made,  and  to  fecure  the  fame,  fo  as  that 
they  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  or  power  of  thofe 
who  fliould  make  fuch  atteimpt  j regard  being  had, 
however,  that  the  refpecllve  owners  fliould  fuffer 
as  little  damage  as  might  be  confiftent  with  the  pub- 
lick  fafety. 

§ XXVI.  As  the  miniftry  were  determined  to 
make  their  chief  efforts  againft  the  enemy  in  North- 
America,  where  the  firft  hoftiiities  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  where  the  ftrongeft  impreffion  could  be 

* At  this  junSiire,  a number  of  publicic  fpirited  merchants  of 
the  city  of  London,  and  others,  formed  themCelves  into  a very 
Jaudahle  anbciaiion,  under  the  name  of  the  Marine  Society,  and  conti 
buted  conliderabie  fumsof  money  for  equipping  fuch  orplians,  friend- 
lets,  and  toriorn  boys,  as  were  willing  to  engage' in  the  fervice  of  the 
navy.  In  conkquence  uf  this  excellent  plan,  which  was  executed 
with  equal  zeal  and  diferetion,  many  thoulands  were  relcued  from 
miltry,  and  rendered  ui'eful  members  of  that  fociety,  of  which  they 
mult  have  been  the  bane  and  rejtroach,  without  this  humane  jnter- 
puiiiion. 

L 1 4 made. 


520  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  made,  a detachment  of  two  regiments  was  fen* 

^ thither  under  the  conduct  of  General  Abercrombie 
appointed  as  fuccefibr  to  General  Shirley,  whom 
they  recalled,  as  a perfon  no  ways  qualified  to  con- 
du61:  military  operations : nor,  indeed,  could  any 
fuccefs  in  war  be  expedced  from  a man  who  had  not 
been  trained  to  arms,  nor  ever  adted  but  in  a civil 
capacity.  But  the  command  in  chief  of  all  the 
forces  in  America  was  conferred  upon  the  Earl  of 
Loudoun,  a nobleman  of  amiable  charadter,  who 
had  already  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of 
his  country.  Over  and  above  this  command,  he 
was  now  appointed  governor  of  Virginia,  and 
colonel  of  a royal  American  regiment,  confifling 
of  four  battalions,  to  be  raifed  in  that  country,  and 
difciplined  by  officers  of  experience,  invited  from 
foreign  fervice.  Mr.  Abercrombie  fet  fail  for  Ame- 
rica in  March  j but  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  who 
diredled  in  chief  the  plan  of  operations,  and  was 
vefted  with  power  and  authority  little  inferior  to 
thofe  of  a viceroy,  did  not  embark  till  the  latter  end 
of  May. 

§ XXVII.  All  thefe  previous  meafures  being 
taken,  his  Majefty,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  month, 
thought  proper  to  pubiilh  a declaration  of  war^ 

againft 


^ When  the  French  ambafTndor  returned  to  London,  he  propofed 
that  orders  ftiould  be  imintdiatejy  difpafched  to  the  Englifli  gover- 
nors in  America,  with  exprefs  orders  to  defill  from  any  new  un- 
dertaking, and  all  aits  of  hoftility  ; but  with  regard  to  the  lands  on 
the  Ohio,  to  put,  without  delay,  matters  on  the  fame  footing  in 
which  they  ftocd  before  the  late  war,  that  the  rtfpeilive  claims  of 
both  nations  might  be  amicably  refened  to  the cornminai ies  at  Paris. 
The  Britifli  couit  agreed  to  the  ceflation  of  boftiiities,  and  the 
difciifiion  of  the  difputes  by  the  minifters  of  the  two  ciowns,  on 
condition  that  all  the  pofleflions  in  America  fhould  be  previ- 
ouflv  put  in  the  fituation  prcfcribed  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
confirmed  by  that  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  The  French  miniftry,  in- 
Itead  of  complying  with  this  condition,  jirodiiced  an  evafive  draft 
of  a preliminary  convention,  and  this  was  anlwered  by  a counter- 
propoial:  At  length  the  ambafiador  of  France  demanded,  as  pre- 
jitninaiy  conditions,  that  Oeat-Biitain  would  renounce  all  claim  to 
the  Iculh-coalt  of  the  river  hr.  Lauience,  and  the  lakes  thatdifeharge 
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againft  the  French  King,  importing,  that,  fince  the  c n a P. 
treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  ufiirpations  and  en-  ^ ^ 

croachments  made  upon  the  Britifli  territories,  in 
America,  had  been  notorious  : That  his  Britannick 
Alajefty  had,  in  divers  ferious  reprefentations  to  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  comiplained  of  thefe  repeated 
atls  of  violence,  and  demanded  fatisfaftion ; but 
notwithftanding  the  repeated  alTurances  given  by  the 
French  King,  that  every  thing  htould  be  fettled 
agreeably  to  the  treaties  fiibfiiting  between  the  two 
crowns,  and  particularly  that  the  evacuations  of  the 
four  neutral  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies  fliould  be 
eftefted,  the  execution  of  thefe  aftlirances,  and  of 
the  treaties  on  which  they  were  founded,  had  been 
evaded  under  the  moft  frivolous  pretences;  That  the 
unjuftifiabie  pra6tices  of  the  French  governors,  and 
officers  adting  under  their  authority,  were  ftill  con- 
tinued, nntil  they  broke  out  in  open  adls  of  hoftility 

in 


themfelves  Into  that  river;  cede  to  the  French  twenty  leagues  of 
country  lying  along  the  bay  of  Fundy,  which  divides  Acadia,  or 
Nova- Scotia  ; and  all  the  land  between  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Oua- 
bache.  Amernorial  was  afterwards  prefentedon  the  fame  fub]e6f,  in- 
cluding the  affair  of  the  neutral  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies  ; but  this 
was  amply  refuted  in  another  piece,  in  which  the  Britilh  mlniftry 
obferved,  that  even  at  the  very  opening  of  the  commiftion  eftablifhed 
in  Paris,  for  terminating  amicably  the  difputes  in  North-America, 
the  French  invaded  Nova- Scotia,  erefted  three  forts  in  the  heart  of 
that  province,  and  would  have  deftroyed  the  Englifh  fettlements  at 
Halifax,  had  not  they  been  prevented  ; That  the  Tike  hoftilities  were 
committed  upon  his  Britannick  Majefty’s  fubjeas  on  the  Ohio  and 
Indian  lakes,  where  the  governors  appointed  by  the  French  King, 
without  any  fhadow  of  right,  prohibited  the  Englifh  from  trading; 
feifed  their  traders  by  force,  and  fent  them  prifoners  to  France  ; 
invaded  the  territories  of  Virginia,  attacked  a fort  that  covered  its 
frontier,  and  to  fecyre  their  ufurpations,  ereaed,  with  an  armed  force, 
a diain  of  forts  on  the  lands  which  they  had  invaded;  That  his 
Britannick  Majefty  had  complained  of  thefe  hoftilities  to  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  but  without  effea ; fo  that  he  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his  fubjeas ; and  as  the  en- 
croachrnents  made  by  France  were  hoftile,  it  could  never  be  unlaw- 
'Vv  or  irreconcileable  with  the  affurance  of  his  Majefty’s  peaceable 
dilpolition,  to  repel  an  aggreflbr;  and  that  the  lame  motive  of  fell- 
defence  had  forced  him  to  feife  the  French  fhips  and  Tailors,  in 

court  of  the  means  of  making  an  invafion, 
^it  1 w iich  their  nynifters  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe  had  menaced 
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jj  o o K In  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- four; 

^ when,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  without  any  declara- 
tion  of  war,  without  any  previous  notice  given,  or 
application  made,  a body  of  French  troops,  com- 
manded by  an  officer  bearing  the  French  King’s  com- 
miffion,  attacked  in  an  hollile  manner,  and  took 
pofifeffion  of  an  Englilh  fort  on  the  river  Ohio,  in 
North- America  ; That  great  naval  armaments  were 
prepared  in  the  ports  of  France,  and  a confiderable 
body  of  French  troops  embarked  for  that  country: 
That  although  the  French  Ambaffiidor  was  fenC 
back  to  England  with  fpecious  profcffions  of  a de- 
fire  to  accommodate  thefe  differences,  it  appeared 
their  real  defign  was  only  to  amufe  and  gain  time  for 
the  paffage  of  thefe  fupplies  and  re-inforcements, 
which  they  hoped  would  fecure  the  fuperiority  of  the 
French  forces  in  America,  and  enable  them  to  carry 
their  ambitious  and , oppreffive  projedls  into  cxecu=- 
tion  : That  in  confequeiice  of  the  juft  and  necefiary 
meafures  taken  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  for 
preventing  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a dangerous  defign, 
the  Frencli  ambaffador  was  immediately  recalled 
from  England,  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  were 
enlarged,  great  bodies  of  troops  marched  down  to 
the  fea-coa(ls  of  France,  and  the  Britifli  dominions 
threatened  with  an  invafion  : That  though  the  King 
of  England,  in  order  to  fruflrate  thefe  intentions, 
had  given  orders  for  feifing  at  fea  the  fnips  of  the 
French  King  and  his  fubjeds,  yet  he  had  hitherto 
contented  himfelf  with  detaining  thofe  fhips  which 
had  been  taken,  and  preferving  their  cargoes  entire, 
without  proceeding  to  confifeation  ; but  it  being  at 
laft  evident  from  the  hollile  invafion  of  Minorca, 
that  the  court  of  Verfailles  was  determined  to  rejed; 
all  propofals  of  accommodation,  and  carry  on  the 
war  with  the  utmofl  violence,  his  Britannick  Majefiy 
could  no  longer  confillently  with  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  welfare  of  his  fubjedls,  remain  within 
diofc  bounds,  which,  from  a defire  of  peace  he  had 
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hitherto  obferved.  A denunciation  of  war  followed  ( 
in  the  ufual  form,  and  was  concluded  with  an  , 
affurance,  that  all  the  French  fubjefts  refiding  in 
Great-Britaln  and  Ireland,  who  fliould  demean  them- 
felves  dutifully  to  the  government,  might  depend 
upon  its  protedion,  and  be  fafe  in  their  perfons  and 
elfeds. 

§ XXVllI.  In  the  beginning  of  June  the  French 
King  declared  war  in  his  turn  agamft  his  Britannick 
Majefty,  and  his  declaration  was  couched  in  terms  of 
uncommon  afperity.  He  artfully  threw  a fhade  over 
the  beginning  of  hoftilities  in  North- America,  re- 
ferring to  a memorial  which  had  been  delivered  to 
the  feveral  courts  of  Europe,  containing  a fummary 
of  thofe  fads  which  related  to  the  prefent  war,-  and 
the  negociatidns  by  which  it  had  been  preceded. 
He  infifted'on  the  attack  made  by  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, in  . the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-foiir,  ' on  the  French  poffeffions  in  North-Ame- 
rica ; ahcf  afterwards  by  the  Engliili  navy  on  the 
navigation  and  commerce  of  the  French  fubjeds, 
in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  dired  viola- 
tion of  treaties.  Fie  complained  that  the  French 
foldiers  and  failors  underwent  the  harfheft  treatment 
in  the  Britifli  ifles,  exceeding  thofe  bounds  which  are 
prefcribed  to  the  moft  rigorous  rights  of  war,  by  the 
law  of  nature,  and  common  humanity.  He  af- 
firmed, that  while  the  Englifh  rniniftry,  under  the 
appearance  of  fincerity,  impofed  upon  the  French 
ambaffador  with  falfe  proteftations,  orders  diame- 
trically oppofite  to  thefe  deceitful  aflurances  of  a 
J'peedy  accommodation  were  adually  carrying  into 
execution  in  North-America  : That  while  tiie  court 
of  London  employed  every  caballing  art,  and  fquan- 
dered  av/ay  the  fubfidies  of  England,  to  inftigate 
other  powers  againft  France,  his  rnof!:  Chriftian 
Majefty  did  not  even  afit  of  thefe  powers  the  fuc- 
cours  which  guarantees  and  delenfiye  treaties  autho- 
b riifed 
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BOCK  rifed  him  to  demand  : but  recommended  to  them 
^ , fuch  meafores  only  as  tended  to  their  own  peace  and 

fecurity:  That  while  the  Englifli  navy,  by  the  moll 
odious  violences,  and  fometimes  by  the  vileft  artifices, 
made  captures  of  French  vefTels,  navigating  in  full 
fecurity  under  the  fafeguard  of  publick  faith,  his 
moft  Chriftian  Majefty  releafed  an  Englifli  frigate 
taken  by  a French  fqu ad ron ; and  Britifh  velTels 
traded  to  the  ports  of  France  without  moieftation. 
That  the  itriking  contrafe  formed  by  thefe  different 
methods  of  proceeding  would  convince  all  Europe, 
that  one  court  w^as  guided  by  motives  of  jealoufy, 
ambition,  and  avarice,  and  that  the  conduct  of  the 
other  was  founded  on  principles  of  honour,  juftice, 
and  moderation:  That  the  vague  imputations  con- 
tained in  the  King  of  England’s  declaration,  had 
in  reality  no  foundation;  and  the  very  manner  in 
which  they  were  let  forth  would  prove  their  futility 
and  falfehood:  That  die  mention  made  of  the  works 
at  Dunkirk,  and  the  troops  affembled  on  the  coafls 
of  the  ocean,  implied  the  moft  grofs  attempt  to  de- 
ceive mankind  into  a belief,  that  thefe  were  the 
points  which  determined  the  King  of  England  to 
iifue  orders  for  feizing  the  French  veffels;  whereas, 
the  works  at  Dunkirk  v/ere  not  begun  till  after  two 


French  fliips  of  war  had  been  taken  by  an  Englifh 
fquadron  ; and  depredations  had  been  committed  fix 
months  upon  the  fubjedts  ofFrance  before  the  firft  bat- 
talions began  their  march  for  the  feafide.  In  a word, 
the  moft  Chriftian  King,  laying  afide  that  politenefs 
and  decorum  on  which  his  people  value  themfelves 
above  all  the  nations  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  very 
roundly  taxes  his  brother  monarch’s  adminiftra- 
tion  with  piracy,  perfidy,  inhumanity,  and  deceit. 
A charge  conveyed  in  fuch  reproachful  terms, 
againft  one  of  the  moft  refpedtable  crowned  heads 
in  Europe,  will  appear  the  more  extraordinary  and 
injurious,  if  w’e  conhder  that  the  accufers  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  falfity  of  their  own  imputations, 
* • 2 and 
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tind  at  the  fame  time  confeions  of  having  pra^lifed 
thofc  very  arts  which  they  affected  fo  much  to  decry. 
For,  after  all,  it  mufl  be  allowed,  that  nothing 
could  be  juftly  urged  againft  the  Englifh  govern^ 
ment,  with  refpedt  to  France,  except  the  omiiTiOn 
of  a mere  form,  which  other  nations  might  inter- 
pret into  an  irregularity,  but  could  not  conflrue  into 
perfidious  dealing,  as  the  French  had  previoufy 
violated  the  peace  by  their  infolence  and  encroach- 
ments. 

§ XXIX.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  opinion 
of  other  nations,  certain  it  is,  the  fubjedls  of  Great- 
Britain  heartily  approved  of  the  hoftilities  com- 
mitted and  intended  againft  a people,  whom  they 
have  always  confidered  as  their  natural  enemies, 
and  the  incendiaries  of  Europe.  They  chearfully 
contributed  to  the  expenfe  of  armaments*,  and 
feemed  to  approve  of  their  deftination,  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  wipe  off  the  difgraces  they  had  fuF 
tained  in  the  defeat  of  Braddock,  and  the  lofs  of 
Minorca.  The  laft  event  made  a deep  impreflion 
upon  the  minds  of  the  community.  An  addrefs  was 
prefented  to  the  King  by  the  Lord-Mayor,  Aider- 
men,  and  Common-Council  of  London,  containing 
ftrong  hints  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  miniftry. 
They  exprefted  their  app rehen fion,  that  the  lofs  of 
the  important  fortrefs  of  St.  Pliilip  and  iftand  of 
Minorca,  pofteftions  of  the  utmoft  confcquence  to 
the  commence  and  naval  ftrength  of  Great-Britain, 
without  any  attempt  by  timely  and  effedual  fuccours 
to  prevent  or  defeat  an  attack,  after  fuch  early  notice 
of  the  enemy’s  intentions,  and  when  his  Majeftv’s 
navy  was  fo  evidently  fuperior  to  theirs,  would  be 
an  indelible  reproach  on  the  honour  of  the  Britifti 

nation. 

* Immediately  after'the  declaration  of  war,  the  French  Hiips  and 
caigoes  which  had  been  taken  were  tried,  and  condemned  as  legal 
prizes,  expoled  to  publick  fale,  and  their  produce  lodged  in  the 
Bank  ; but  in  what  manner  this  money,  amounting  to  a large  lum, 
was  diliributed  or  employ?  ct,  vve  have  not  been  able  to  difeover. 
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BOOK  nation.  They  expatiated  upon  the  imminent  dan- 
III.  ggj.  which  the  Britifh  pofTeffions  in  America  were 
expofed,  by  the  mifmanagement  and  delays  which 
had  attended  the  defence  of  thofe  invaluable  colo- 
nies, the  objefl  of  the  prefent  war,  the  principal 
fource  of  the  wealth  and  ftrength  of  thefe  kingdoms. 
They  lamented  the  want  of  a conftitutional  well- 
regulated  militia,  the  moll  natural  and  certain  de- 
fence againft  all  invaders  whatfoever.  They  figni- 
fied  their  hope,  that  the  authors  of  the  late  Ioffes  and 
difappointments  would  be  detedled,  and  brought  to 
condign  punifhmenti  that  his  Majefty’s  known  in- 
tentions of  proteding  and  defending  his  fubjeds  in 
their  rights  and  poffefilons  might  be  faithfully  and 
vigoroufly  carried  into  execution  j and  the  large 
fupplies,  fo  neceffarily  demanded,  and  fo  chearfully 
granted,  might  be  religioufly  applied  to  the  defence 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  their  colonies,  and  their  com- 
merce, as  well  as  to  the  annoyance  of  their  invete- 
rate  and  perfidious  enemies,  the  only  fure  means  of 
obtaining  a lading  and  honourable  peace.  In 
anfwer  to  this  addrefs  the  King  affured  them,  that 
he  would  not  fail  to  do  juftice  upon  any  perfons  who 
fhould  have  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  him  and 
their  country  ; to  inforce  obedience  and  difcipline  in 
his  fleets  and  armies  j and  to  fupport  the  authority 
and  refped  due  to  his  government.  Remonftrances  of 
the  flime  kind  were  prefented  by  different  counties 
and  corporations ; and  the  populace  clamoured  aloud 
for  enquiry  and  juftice. 

§ XXX.  The  firft  viflim  offered  to  the  enraged 
multitude  was  the  unfortunate  General  Fowke,  who 
had  been  Deputy-Governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  be- 
haved with  remarkable  conducl  and  integrity  in  the 
exercife  of  that  important  office,  till  that  period, 
when  he  fell  under  the  difpleafure  of  the  govern- 
ment. Fie  was  now  brought  to  trial  before  a board 
of  general  officers,  and  accufed  of  having  difobeyed 
the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  Secretary  at  war 
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in  three  fuccelTive  letters  touching  the  relief  of  c H A P. 
Minorca.  Mr.  Fowke  alledged  in  ids  own  defence, 
that  the  orders  were  confufed  and  contradidtory, 
and  implied  a difcretionary  power : that  the  whole 
number  of  his  s^arrifon  did  not  exceed  two  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  men,  after  he  had  fpared  two  hun- 
dred 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Fowke,  or,  in  his  ah  fence  ^ to  the  Co?nmander  iu^ 

Chief  in  his  Majefj's  gar  rifon  £/’ Gibraltar. 

SIR,  iTar- Office,  March  21,  1756. 

1 am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  liis  Majedy’s  ple.1- 
fure  that  you  receive  into  your  garrifou  Lord  Robert  Bertie’s  regi- 
ment, to  do  duty  there  5 and  in  caie  you  fltould  apprehend  that  the 
French  intend  to  make  any  attempt  upon  his  Majelly’s  iliand  of 
Minorca,  it  is  his  Majefty’s  pleafure,  that  you  make  a detachment 
out  of  the  troops  in  your  garril’on  equal  to  a battalion,  to  be  com- 
manded by  a Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Major  5 fuch  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel and  Major  to  be  the  eldelf  in  your  garrifon,  to  be  put  on  board 
the  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  as  the  Admii'al  /hall  think  expe- 
dient, who  is  to  carry  them  to  the  faid  ifland.  I am, 

Your  humble  fervant,  E. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Fowke,  or,  in  his  abfence,  to  the  Commander  in  Chiffi 

at  Gibraltar. 

^ r K,  W^ar-Office,  Mai'ch  26,  1756. 

I am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  his  Majedy’s  pleafure, 
in  cafe  the  illand  of  Minorca  ihould  be  in  any  likelihood  of  being 
attacked,  that  you  make  a detachment  from  the  troops  in  your  gar- 
rilon  erjual  to  a battalion,  commanded  by  a Lieutenant  Colonel  and 
Major,  for  the  relief  of  that  place,  to  be  put  on  board  the  fleer,  at 
the  difpofuion  of  the  Admiral ; fuch  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Major 
to  be  the  eldelt  in  your  garrifon. 


To  Lieut.  Gen.  Fowke,  vr,  in  his  ah  fence,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
in  his  Majefj's  garrifon  in  Gibraitar. 

^ ^ _ ' ITar.Office,  A\>y\\  1,  1755, 

hlajefly  s pleafure,  tliat  you  receive  into  your  garrifon. 
the  women  and  children  belonging  to  Lord  Robert  Bertie’s  reei- 
inent.  ° 

To  I. lent . Gen.  Fowke,  or  the  Commander  in  Chief  at  Gibraltar. 

^ ^ War-Offi.ce,  May  12,  1756, 

whir  Steward  : if  that  order  is  not  complied 

out  of  VO  ^ detachment  of  feven  hundred  men 

om  of  Pu  rr""  alfo  another  detachment 

the  flee^  fo  iT^  ^ ''^S^^ents,  and  fend  them  on  board 

the  flee,  for  the  iclivf  of  Mahon.  But  if  that  order  has  been  com- 
plied 
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BOOK  and  feventy-five  to  the  fliips  commanded  by 
Ki.  Mr.  Edgecumbe ; that  the  ordinary  duty  of  the 
garnfon  requiring  eight  hundred  men,  the  whole 
* number  was  not  fufficient  for  three  reliefs  : that,  if 
he  had  detached  a battalion  on  board  the  fleer,  he 
fiiould  not  have  had  above  two  reliefs,  at  a time 
when  he  believed  the  place  v/as  in  danger  of  being 
attacked,  for  good  reafons,  which  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  at  liberty  to  mention  ; that  his  orders  being 
doubtful,  he  held  a council  of  war,  which  was  of 
opinion,  that  as  undoubted  intelligence  was  received 
of  the  French  army’s  being  landed  at  Minorca,  to 
the  number  of  between  thirteen  and  fixteen  thoufand 
men,  and  that  a French  fquadron  of  fixteen  fliips 
was  Rationed  off  the  harbour,  the  fending  a detach- 
ment equal  to  a battalion  from  Gibraltar  would  be 
an  ineffedlual  fupply  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  and 
a weakening  of  the  garrifon  from  which  they  mufl:  be 
fent.  Fie  obferved,  that  fuppofing  the  orders  to 
have  been  pofitive,  and  feven  hundred  men  de- 
tached to  Minorca,  the  number  remaining  at 
Gibraltar  would  not  have  exceeded  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  fifty-fix;  and  a dedudtion  of  feven 
hundred  more,  according  to  the  order  of  May  the 
twelfth,  would  have  left  a remainder  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fix : that  the  men  daily  on  duty  in 
the  garrifon,  including  artificers  and  labourers  in 
, the  King’s  works,  amounted  to  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine ; fo  that  if  he  had  complied  with  the 
orders  as  they  arrived,  he  would  not  have  had  more 
than  feventeen  men  over  and  above  the  number 

necelTary 


plied  with,  then  3'ou  are  to  make  only  one  detachment  of  feven  hun- 
dred men,  to  be  commanded  by  another  Lieutenant- Colonel  and 
Major,  and  to  fend  it  to  Mahon  ; and  you  are  allb  to  detain  all  fuch 
empty  vefl'els  as  lltall  come  into  your  harbour,  and  keep  them  in 
leadinefs  for  any  further  tranfportation  of  troops.  I have  alfo  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland’s  commands,  to  defire  that 
you  will  keep  your  garrifon  as  alert  as  poffible,  during  this  critical 
time,  and  give  fuch  other  alliftance  as  may  be  in  your  power  for  the 
relief  of  Minorca  ; taking  care,  however,  not  to  fatigue  or  endanger 
' your  own  garrifon^ 
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hcCelTary  for  the  daily  work  of  the  garrifon : thus,  CHAP, 
the  important  fortrefs  of  Gibraltar  muft,  at  this  , 

critical  conjundure,  have  been  left  almoil  naked  ^7^5, 
and  defenceiefs  to  the  attempts  of  the  enemy;  and 
had  thofe  detachments  been  aduaily  fent  aboard, 
it  afterwards  appeared  that  they  could  not  have  been 
landed  on  the  illand  of  ivlinorca.  The  order  tranf- 
mitted  to  General  Fowke  to  detain  all  empty  velTcls, 
for  a further  tranfportation  of  troops,  feems  to  have 
been  fuperfluous ; for  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  he 
could  have  occalion  for  them,  nnlefs  to  embark  the 
whole  garrifon,  and  abandon  the  place.  It  feems 
likewife  to  be  unnecelTary  to  exhort  the  General  to 
keep  his  garrifon  as  alert  as  poffible,  during  that 
critical  time;  inafmuch  as  it  would  liave  been  im- 
poffible  for  the  men  to  have  enjoyed  the  lead;  repofe 
or  intermiffiion  of  duty,  had  the  orders  been  punc- 
tually and  literally  obeyed.  What  other  affiflance  it 
might  have  been  in  the  governor’s  power  to  give 
for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  or  in  what  manner  he 
could  avoid  fatiguing  his  garrifon,  while  there  was 
an  impoffiibility  of  relieving  the  guards,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  comiprehend.  Be  that  as  it  may,  when  the  trial 
was  finiffied,  and  the  queftion  put  to  acquit  or  fuf- 
pend  for  one  year,  the  court  was  equally  divided ; 
and  in  fuch  cafes  the  cafting  vote  being  veiled  in 
the  prefident,  he  threw  it  into  the  fcale  againft  the 
prifoner,  whom  his  Majefly  thought  fit  to  difmifs 
from  his  fervice. 

§ XXXI.  The  expe^lation  of  the  publick  was 
now  eagerly  turned  towards  America,  the  chief,  if 
not  the  foie  fcene  of  our  military  operations.  On 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  Mr.  Abercrombie 
arrived  at  Albany,  the  frontier  of  New- York,  and 
affumed  the  command  of  the  forces  there  affembled, 
confifling  of  two  regiments  which  had  ferved  under 
Braddock,  two  b,atcaiions  raifed  in  America,  two 
regiments  now  tranfported  from  England,  four  in- 
dependent companies^  which  had  been  many  years 

VoL.  Ill,  M m maintained 


53® 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 


BOOK  maintained  in  New-Yorkj  the  New-Jerfey  regiment, 
four  companies  levied  in  North-Carolina,  and  a 
body  of  provincial  forces  raifed  by  the  government 
of  New-England.  Thofe  to  the  foiithward,  includ- 
ing Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  had  not 
yet  determined  on  any  regular  plan  of  operation, 
and  were  moreover  hard  prefied  in  defending  their 
weftern  frontier  from  the  French’ and  Indians,  who, 
in  llculking  parties,  made  fudden  irruptions  upon 
their  unguarded  fettlements,  burning,  plundering, 
and  malTacring  with  the  moft  favage  inhumanity. 
As  for  South-Carolina,  the  proportion  of  negro- 
flaves  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  was  fo 
great  in  that  colony,  that  the  government  could  not, 
with  any  regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  province,  fpare 
any  reinforcement  for  the  general  enterprife.  The 
plan  of  this  undertaking  had  been  fettled  the  pre- 
ceding year  in  a council  of  war,  held  at  New-York. 
There  it  was  refolved  to  attack  the  fort  of  Niagara, 
fituated  between  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  in  order 
to  cut  off  the  communication  between  Canada  and 
Louifiana,  and  prevent  the  French  from  fupporting 
their  new  fortreffes  on  the  Ohio  ; to  reduce  Ticon- 
derago  and  Crown-Point,  fo  that  the  frontier  of 
New-York  might  be  delivered  from  the  danger  of 
an  invafion,  and  Great-Britain  become  mailer  of 
the  lake  Champlain,  over  which  the  forces  might 
be  tranfported  in  any  future  attempt:  to  befiege 
Fort  Du  Quefne  upon  the  Ohio;  and  to  detach  a 
body  of  troops  by  the  river  Kennebec,  to  alarm  the 
capital  of  Canada.  This  plan  was  too  extenfive  for 
the  number  of  troops  which  had  been  prepared : the 
feafon  was  too  far  advanced  before  the  regiments 
arrived  from  England,  the  different  colonies  were 
divided  in  their  opinions,  and  Mr.  Abercrombie 
poflponed  the  execution  of  any  important  fcheme 
till  the  arrival  of  Lord  Loudoun,  who  was  daily  ex- 
pelled. The  reafons  that  delayed  the  reinforce- 
ment, and  detained  his  lordfhip  fo  long,  we  do  not 
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pretend  to  explain ; though  we  may  be  allowed  to 
obferVe,  that  many  fair  opportunities  have  been  loft, 
by  the  negled  and  procraftination  of  an  Englifh  mi- 
nifter.  Certain  it  is,  the  unaccountable  delay  of  this 
armament  rendered  it  ufelefs  for  a whole  year,  af- 
forded time  and  leifure  to  the  enemy  to  take  their 
precautions  againft  any  fubfequent  attack,  and,  in 
the  mean  timCj  to  proceed  unmolefted  in  diftrefling 
the  Britilh  fettlements.  Even  before  this  period, 
they  had  attacked  and  reduced  a fmall  poft  in  the 
country  of  the  Five- Nations,  occupied  by  twenty- 
ftve  Fngliflimen,  who  were  cruelly  butcheted  to  a 
man,  in  the  midft  of  thofe  Indians  whom  Great- 
Britain  had  long  numbered  among  her  allies. 

§ XXXII.  Soon  after  this  expedition,  having  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  a confiderable  convoy  of  pro- 
vifions  and  ftores,  for  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego,  would 
in  a little  time  fet  out  from  Schene6tady,  and  be  con- 
veyed in  batteaux  up  the  river  Onondaga,  they 
formed  an  ambufcade  among  the  woods  and  thickets 
on  the  north  fide  of  that  river ; but  underftanding 
the  convoy  had  pafled  before  they  reached  the  place, 
they  refolved  to  wait  the  return  of  the  detachment. 
Their  defign,  however,  was  fruftrated  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  valour  of  Colonel  Bradftreet,  who  expedled 
fuch  an  attempt,  and  had  taken  his  meafures  accord- 
ingly. On  the  third  day  of  July,  while  he  ftemmed 
the  ftream  of  the  river,  with  his  batteaux  formed 
into  three  divifions,  they  were  faluted  with  the  Indian 
war-whoop,  and  a general  diftharge  of  mufquetry 
from  the  north  (bore.  Bradftreet  immediately  or- 
dered his  men  to  land  on  the  oppofite  bank,  and 
with  a few  of  the  foremoft  took  pofleflion  of  a fmall 
ifland,  where  he  was  forthwith  attacked  by  a party 
of  the  enemy,  who  had  forded  the  river  for  that 
purpofe;  but  thefe  were  foon  repulfed.  Another 
body  having  pafled  a mile  higher,  he  advanced  to 
them  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  men,  and  fell  upon 
them,  iword  in  hand,  with  fuch  vigour,  that  many 
were  killed  on  the  Ipot,  and  the  reft  driven  into  the 
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river  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  a confiderahlc 
number  of  them  were  drowned.  Having  received 
information  that  a third  body  of  them  had  paffed 
at  a ford  ilill  hioiher,  he  marched  thither  without  he- 
fitation,  and  purfued  them  to  the  other  fide,  wLere 
they  were  entirely  routed  and  difperfed.  In  this 
adlion,  which  lafted  near  three  hours,  abou&'feventy 
of  the  batteau-men  were  killed  or  wounded,  but  the 
enemy  loft  double  the  number  killed,  and  above  fe- 
venty  taken  prifoncrs.  In  all  probability  the  whole 
detachment  of  the  French,  amounting  to  feven  hun- 
dred men,  w^oiild  have  been  cut  off,  had  not  a heavy 
rain  interpofed,  and  difabled  Colonel  Bradflreet  from 
following  his  blow  i for  that  fame  night  he  was  joined 
by  Captain  Patten  with  his  grenadiers,  in  his  march 
from  Oneida  to  Ofv/ego,  and  next  morning  rein- 
forced with  two  hundred  men,  detached  to  his  af- 
fiftance  from  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego;  but  by  this 
time  the  rivulets  were  fo  fwelled  by  the  rain,  that  it 
was  found  impradicable  to  purfue  the  enemy  through 
the  woods  and  thickets.  Patten  and  his  grenadiers 
accompanied  the  detachment  to  Ofwego,  vMiile  Brad- 
flreet  purfued  his  voyage  to  Schenedady,  from 
whence  he  repaired  to  Albany,  and  communicated 
to  General  Abercrombie  the  intelligence  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  prifoners,  that  a large  body  of  the 
enemy  were  encamped  on  the  eallern  fide  of  the.  lake 
Ontario,  provided  with  artillery,  and  all  other  im- 
plements, to  befiege  the  fort  of  Ofwego. 

§ XXXIII.  In  confequence  of  this  information, 
Major-General  Webb  was  ordered  to  hold  himfelf 
in  readinefs  to  march  with  one  regiment  to  the  relief 
of  that  garrifon ; but,  before  they  could  be  provided 
with  necelTaries,  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  arrived  at  the 
head- quarters  at  Albany,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  July.  The  army  at  this  time  is  faid  to  have 
confifted  of  regular  troops  to  the  number  of  two 
thoufand  fix  hundred,  .about  feven  thoufand  pro- 
vincials, fuppofed  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  front 

Fort- 
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Fort-Wiiliam-Henry,  under  die  command  of  Ge-  C H A P. 
neral  Window,  over  and  above  a confiderable  num- 
ber  of  batteau-men  at  Albany  and  Schenedlady. 

The  p^arrifon  at  Olwepro  amounted  to  fourteen  him- 
dred  foldiers,  befides  three  hundred  workmen  and 
failors,  either  in  the  fort,  or  poked  in  fmall  parties 
between  the  fort  and  place  called  Burnet’s  Field,  to 
fecure  a fafe  paffage  through  the  country  of  the  Six 
Nations,  upon  whofe  friendihip  there  was  no  longer 
any  reliance.  By  the  beft  accounts  received  of  the 
enemy’s  force,  they  had  about  three  thouland  men 
at  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga  upon  the  lake 
Champlain;  but  their  chief  ftrength  was  colleded 
upon  the  banks  of  the  lake  Ontario,  where  their 
purpofe  undoubtedly  was  to  reduce  the  Englifli  fort 
at  Ofwego.  The  immediate  obje61:,  therefore,  of 
Lord  Loudoun’s  attention  was  the  relief  of  this 
place ; but  his  defign  was  fbrenuoiifly  oppofed  by  the 
province  of  New- York,  and  other  northern  govern- 
ments, who  were  much  more  intent  upon  the  reduc- 
tion of  Crown-Point,  and  the  fecurity  of  their  own 
frontiers,  which  they  apprehended  was  connected 
with  this  conqueft.  They  infilled  upon  Window’s 
being  joined  by  fome  regiments  of  regular  troops 
before  he  fliould  march  againll  this  fortrefs;  and 
ftipulated  that  a body  of  referve  diould  be  detained 
at  Albany,  for  the  defence  of  that  frontier,  in  cafe 
Window  fnonld  fail  in  his  enterprize,  and  be  de- 
feated. At  length  they  agreed,  that  the  regiment 
which  Mr.  Abercrombie  had  dedined  for  that  pur- 
pofe diould  be  detached  to  the  relief  of  Ofwego: 
and  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Augull  Major-General 
Webb  began  his  march  with  it  from  Albany ; but  on 
his  arrival  at  the  Carrying-place,  between  the  Mo- 
hock’s river  and  Wood’s  creek,  he  received  the  dif- 
agreeable  news  that  Ofwego  was  taken,  and  the  gar- 
rifon^  made  prifoners  of  war.  Mr.  Webb,  appre- 
hending himfelf  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the 
befieging  army?  began  imm.ediately  to  render  the 
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BOOK  creek  impaffable,  even  to  canoes,  by  felling  trees, 
and  throwing  them  into  the  ftream;  while  the  ene- 
1756.  ignorant  of  his  numbers,  and  apprehenfive  of 

a like  vifitation  from  him,  took  the  very  fame  me- 
thod of  preventing  his  approach : in  confequencc 
of  this  apprehenfion,  he  was  permitted  to  retire  un- 
molefled. 

§ XXXIV.  The  lols  of  the  two  fmall  forts,  called 
Ontario  and  Ofwego,  was  a confiderable  national 
misfortune.  They  were  ereded  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  great  lake  Ontario,  {landing  on  the  oppofite 
fides,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Onondago  river,  that  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  lake,  and  conftituted  a poll  of 
great  importance,  where  veffels  had  been  built,  to 
cruize  upon  the  lake,  which  is  a kind  of  inland  fea, 
and  interrupt  the  commerce  as  well  as  the  motions 
and  defigns  of  the  enemy.  The  garrifon,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  confided  of  fourteen  hundred  men, 
chiefly  militia  and  new-raifed  recruits,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mercer,  an  officer 
of  courage  and  experience : but  the  fituation  of  the 
forts  was  very  ill  chofen  ; the  materials  modly  tim- 
ber, or  logs  of  wood  j the  defences  wretchedly  con- 
trived, and  unfinifhed;  and,  in  a word,  the  place 
altogether  untenable  againd  any  regular  approach. 
Such  were  the  forts  which  the  enemy  wifely  refolved 
to  reduce.  Being  under  no  apprehenfion  for  Crown- 
Point,  they  aflfembled  a body  of  troops,'  confiding 
of  thirteeen  hundred  regulars,  feventeen  hundred 
Canadians,  and  a confiderable  number  of  Indian 
auxiliaries,  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  de 
Montcalm,  a vigilant  and  enterprifing  officer,  to 
whom  the  conduct  of  the  fiege  was  entruded  by  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  governor  and  lieutenant- 
general  of  New  France.  The  fird  dep  taken  by 
Montcalm  was  to  block  up  Ofwego  by  water  with 
two  large  armed  veffels,  and  pod  a drong  body  of 
Canadians  on  the  road  between  Albany  and  the  forts, 
to  cut  off  all  communication  of  fuccour  and  intelli- 
gence,. 
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gence.  In  the  mean  tin^e,  he  embarked  his  artil-  c H^A  P. 
lery  and  (lores  upon  the  lake,  and  landed  them  in  ^ 
the  bay  of  Nixouri,  the  place  of  general  rendezvous.  ,756. 
At  another  creek,  within  half  a league  of  Ofwego, 
he  erefted  a battery  for  the  protedion  of  his  vefTels, 
and  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Auguft,  at  midnight,  after 
his  difpofitions  had  been  made,  he  opened  the 
trenches  before  Fort-Ontario.  The  garrifon  having 
fired  away  all  their  (hells  and  ammunition,  fpiked 
up  the  cannon,  and  deferting  the  fort,  retired  next 
day  acrofs  the  river  into  Ofwego,  which  was  even 
more  expofed  than  the  other,  efpecially  when  the 
enemy  had  taken  polTelTion  of  Ontario,  from  whence 
they  immediately  began  to  fire  without  intermilTion, 

Colonel  Mercer  being,  on  the  thirteenth,  killed  by  a 
cannon-ball,  the  fort  deftitute  of  all  cover,  the  offi- 
cers divided  in  opinion,  and  the  garrifon  in  confu- 
fion,  they  next  day  demanded  a capitulation,  and 
furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  on  condition  that  they 
(hould  be  exempt  from  plunder,  conduced  to  Mont- 
real, and  treated  with  humanity.  Thefe  conditions, 
however,  the  Marquis  did  not  pundlually  obferve. 

The  Bridfli  officers  and  foldiers  were  infulted  by  the 
favage  Indians,  who  robbed  them  of  their  clothes 
and  baggage,  maffacred  feveral  men  as  they  flood 
defencelefs  on  the  parade,  alTaflinated  Lieutenant 
De  la  Court  as  he  lay  wounded  in  his  tent,  under 
the  protection  of  a French  officer,  and  barbaroufly 
fcalped  all  the  Tick  people  in  the  hofpital:  finally, 
Montcalm,  in  direCl  violation  of  the  articles,  as  well 
as  in  contempt  of  common  humanity,  delivered  up 
above  twenty  men  of  the  garrifon  to  the  Indians,  in 
lieu  of  the  fame  number  they  had  loft  during  the 
fiege  j and,  in  all  probability,  thefe  miferable  cap- 
tives were  put  to  death  by  thofe  barbarians  with  the 
moll  excruciating  tortures,  according  to  the  execrable 
cuflom  of  the  country.  Thofe  who  countenance  the 
perpetration  of  cruelties,  at  which  human  nature 
fh udders  with  horrour,  ought  to  be  branded  as  in- 
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famous  to  all  pofterity.  Such,  however,  were  the 
trophies  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  American  war, 
diilinguifhed  the  operations  of  a people  who  pique 
thernfelves  upon  politenefs,  and  the  virtues  of  hu- 
manity. The  prifoners  taken  at  Ofwego,  after 
having  been  thus  barbaroufly  treated,  were  conveyed 
in  batteaux  to  Montreal,  where  they  had  no  reafon 
to  complain  of  their  reception ; and,  before  the  end 
of  the  year,  they  were  exchanged.  The  viblors  im- 
mediately demoliflaed  the  two  forts  (if  they  deferved 
that  denomination)  in  which  they  found  one  liundred 
and  twenty- one  pieces  of  artillery,  fourteen  mortars, 
v/ith  a great  quantity  of  ammunition,  warlike  (lores, 
and,  provihons,  befides  two  (loops,  and  two  hundred 
batteaux,  which  likewife  fell  into  their  hands.  Such 
an  important  magazine,  depofited  in  a place  alto- 
gether indefenfible,  and  without  the  reach  of  imme- 
diate fuccour,  was  a flagrant  proof  of  egregious  folly^^ 
temierity,  and  mifconduct. 

§ XXXV.  The  Earl  of  L^oudoun  finding  the 
feafon  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  any  enterprize 
againfl  the  enemy,  exerted  all  his  endeavours  in 
making  preparations  for  an  early  campaign  in  the 
fpring,  in  fecuring  the  frontiers  of  the  Englifh  co- 
lonies, in  forming  an  uniform  plan  of  abtion,  and 
promoting  a fpirit  of  harmony  among  the  different 
governments,  which  had  been  long  divided  by  jar- 
ring interefls,  and  other  Iburces  of  diffenfion.  Mean 
while,  the  forts  Edward  and  William-Henry  were 
put  in  a proper  pofture  of  defence,  and  fecured  with 
numerous  garrifons ; and  the  forces  put  into  winter- 
quarters  at  Albany,  where  comfortable  barracks 
were  built  for  that  purpofe.  Fort-Granville,  on  the 
confines  of  Pennfylvania,  an  inconfiderable  block- 
houfe,  was  furprifed  by  a party  of  French  and  In- 
dians, who  made  the  garrifon  prifoners,  confiding  of 
two-and-twenty  foldiers,  with  a few  women  and  chil- 
dren. Thefe  they  loaded  with  flour  and  provifion, 
and  drove  them  into  captivity  j but  die  fort  they 

reduced 
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reduced  to  afhes.  Many  fnocking  murders  were  chap. 
perpetrated  upon  defencclcfs  people,  without  diftinc-  ^ ^ 

tion  of  age  or  fex,  in  different  parts  of  the  frontiers  : ,7^6. 

but  thefe  outrages  were  in  fome  meafure  balanced 
by  the  advantages  rcfulting  from  a treaty  of  peace, 
v/hich  the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania  concluded  with 
the  Delaware  Indians,  a powerful  tribe  that  dwell 
upon  the  river  Safquehanna,  forming,  as  it  were,  a 
line  along  the  fouthern  Ikirts  of  the  province.  At 
the  fame  time  the  Governor  of  Virginia  fecured  the 
friendfliip  and  alliance  of  the  Cherokees  and  Cataw- 
bas,  two  powerful  nations  adjoining  to  that  colony, 
who  were  able  to  bring  three  thoufand  fighting  men 
into  the  field.  All  thefe  circumiftances  confidered, 
Great-Britain  had  reafon  to  expedl  that  the  enfuing 
campaign  would  be  vigoroufiy  profecuted  in  Ame- 
rica, efpecially  as  a frelh  reinforcement  of  troops, 
with  a great  fupply  of  warlike  ftores,  were  fent  to  that 
country  in  fourteen  tranfports,  under  convoy  of  two 
Ihips  of  war,  which  failed  from  Cork,  in  Ireland, 
about  the  beginning  of  November. 

§ XXXVI.  No  adtion  of  great  importance  dif- 
tingui fired  the  naval  tranfaflions  of  this  year  on  the 
fide  of  America.  In  the  beginning  of  June,  Captain 
Spry,  who  commanded  a fmall  fquadron,  cruifing 
off  Louifbourg,  in  the  ifiand  of  Cape-Breton,  took 
theilrc  en  Ciel,  a French  fhip  of  fifty  guns,  having 
on  boaid  near  fix  hundred  m.en,  with  a large  quan- 
tity of  ftores  and  provifions  for  the  garrifon.  He 
likewife  made  prize  of  anotirer  French  fhip,  with  fe- 
venty  foldiers,  two  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  two 
large  brafs  mortars,  and  other  ftores  of  the  like  defti- 
nation.  On  the  twenty- feventh  day  of  July  Com- 
modore Holmes,  being  in  the  fame  latitude,  with 
tw^o  large  ftrips  and  a couple  of  floops,  engaged  two 
French  fhips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  and  obliged 
them  to  ftreer  off*,  after  an  obftinate  difpute.  A great 
number  of  privateers  w^re  equipped  in  this  country^ 
as  well  as  in  the  Weft-India  iftands  belong  jng  to  the 
? Crown 
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BOOK  Crown  of  Great-Britain ; and  as  thofe  Teas  fwarmed 
with  French  vedels^  their  cruifes  proved  very  advan- 
5756.  tageous  to  the  adventurers. 

§ XXX VII.  Scenes  of  higher  import  were  this 
year  adled  by  the  Britifh  arms  in  the  Eaft-Indies. 
The  ceffation  of  hoftilities  between  the  Englifh  and 
French  Companies  on  the  peninfula  of  Indus,  though 
it  encouraged  Mr.  Clive  to  vifit  his  native  country, 
was  not  of  long  duration  3 for  in  a few  months  both 
Tides  recommenced  their  operations,  no  longer  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  Princes  of  the  country,  but  as 
principals  and  rivals,  both  in  arms  and  commerce. 
, Major  Laurence,  who  now  enjoyed  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  Englifli  forces,  obtained  divers  advan- 
tages over  the  enemy ; and  profecuted  his  fuccefs 
with  fuch  vigour,  as,  in  all  probability,  would  in  a 
Fttle  time  have  terminated  the  war  according  to  his 
own  wifh,  when  the  progrefs  of  his  arms  was  inter- 
rupted and  fufpended  by  an  unfortunate  event  at  Cal- 
cutta, the  caufe  of  which  is  not  eafily  explained  : for 
extraordinary  pains  have  been  taken  to  throw  a veil 
over  fome  tranfacSlions,  from  whence  this  calamity 
was  imm.ediately  or  remotely  derived.  , 

§ XXXVIII.  The  old  Suba  or  Viceroy  of  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Orixa,  dying  In  the  month  of  April,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  leven  hundred  and  fifty-fix, 
was  fucceeded  by  his  adopted  fon,  Sur  Raja  alDow- 
lat,  a young  man  of  violent  paflions,  without  prin- 
ciple, fortitude,  or  good  faith,  who  began  his  admi- 
niftration  with  a61:s  of  perfidy  and  violence.  In  all 
probability,  his  defign  againfl  the  Englifh  fettlements 
was  fuggefled  by  his  rapacious  difpofition,  on  a belief 
that  they  abounded  with  treafure;  as  the  pretences 
which  he  ufed  for  commencing  hoftilities  were  alto- 
gether inconfiftent,  falfe,  and  frivolous.  In  the 
month  of  May,  he  caufed  the  Englifh  fadory  at 
Clftimbuzar  to  be  invefted,  and  inviting  Mr.  Watts, 
the  chief  of  the  fadlory,  to  a conference,  under  the 
fancftion  of  a fife  conduft,  detained  him  as  prifoner; 

3 then. 
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then,  by  means  of  fraud  and  force  intermingled,  c H ap. 
made  himfelf  matter  of  the  factory.  This  exploit  ^ ^ 

being  atchieved,  he  made  no  fecret  of  his  defign  to 
deprive  the  Englifh  of  all  their  fettlements.  With 
this  view  he  marched  to  Calcutta,  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  army,  and  invetted  the  place,  which  was 
then  in  no  pofture  of  defence. 

§ XXXIX.  The  Governor,  intimidated  by  the 
number  and  power  of  the  enemy,  abandoned  the 
fort,  and  with  fome  principal  perfons  refiding  in  the 
fettlement,  took  refuge  on  board  a fliip  in  the  river, 
carrying  along  with  them  their  mott  valuable  effects, 
and  the  books  of  the  company.  Thus  the  defence 
of  the  place  devolved  to  Mr.  Holwell,  the  fecond 
in  command,  who,  with  the  affittance  of  a few  gal- 
lant officers,  and  a very  feeble  garrifon,  maintained 
it  with  uncommon  courage  and  refolution  againft 
feveral  attacks,  until  he  was  overpowered  by  num- 
bers, and  the  enemy  had  forced  their  way  into  the 
cattle.  Then  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit ; and  the 
Suba,  or  viceroy,  promifed  on  the  word  of  a foldier, 
that  no  injury  ffiould  be  done  to  him  or  his  garrifon. 
Neverthelefs,  they  were  all  driven,  to  the  number  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-fix  perfons  of  both  fexes,  into 
a place  called  the  Biack-Hole  prifon,  a cube  of  about 
eighteen  feet,  walled  up  to  the  eaftward  and  fouthward, 
the  only  quarters  from  which  they  could  expedt  the 
leatt  refreffiing  air,  and  open  to  the  weftward  by  two 
windows  ttrongly  barred  with  iron,  through  which 
there  was  no  perceptible  circulation.  The  humane 
reader  will  conceive  with  horror  the  miferable  fitiia- 
tion  to  which  they  mutt  have  been  reduced,  when 
thus  ttewed  up  in  a clofe  fultry  night  under  fuch  a 
climate  as  that  of  Bengal,  efpecially  when  he  refledls 
that  many  of  them  were  wounded,  and  all  of  them 
fatigued  with  hard  duty.  Tranfported  with  rage  to 
find  themfelves  thus  barbaroutty  cooped  up  in  a 
place  where  they  mutt  be  expofed  to  fuffocation, 
thofc  haplefs  vidcims  endeavoured  to  force  open  the 

door, 
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BOOK  (ioor,  that  they  might  rufh  upon  the  fwords  of  the 
^ barbarians  by  whom  they  were  furrounded  : but  all 

J756.  their  efforts  w'ere  ineffedtual ; the  door  was  made  to 
open  inwards,  and  being  once  fliut  upon  them,  the 
crowd  preffed  upon  it  fb  flrongly  as  to  render  all 
their  endeavours  abortive  ; then  they  were  over- 
whelmed with  diftradlion  and  defpak.,  Mr.  Holwell, 
wEo  had  placed  himfelf  at  one  of  the  windows,  ac- 
cofted  a Jemmautdaar,  or  ferjeant  of  the  Indian 
guard,  and  having  endeavoured  to  excite  his  com- 
pafhon,  by  drawing  a pathetick  picture  of  their  fuf- 
ferings,  promifed  to  gratify  him  with  a thoufand 
, rupees  in  the  .morning,  if  he  could  find  means  to. 
remove  one  half  of  them  into  a feparate  apartment. 
I'he  foldier,  allured  by  the  promife  of  fuch  a reward, 
, afllired  him  he  would  do  his  endeavour  for  their 
relief,  and  retired  for  that  purpofe,  but  in  a few 
minutes  returned,  and  told  him  that  the  Suba,  by 
w^hofe  order  alone  fuch  a ftep  could  be  taken,  was 
afieep,  and  no  perfon  duiit  difturb  his  repofe.  By 
this  time  a profufe  fweat  had  broke  out  on  every  in- 
dividual, and  this  was  attended  with  an  infatiable 
third,  which  becamiC  the  more  intolerable  as  the 
body  v/as  drained  of  its  rnoidure.  In  vain  thofe 
miferable  objeds  dripped  themfelves  of  their  clothes, 
iquatted  down  on  their  hams,  and  fanned  the  air 
with  their  hats,  to  produce  a refrefiiing  undulation. 
Many  were  unable  to  rife  again  from  this  podure, 
but  falling  down  were  trod  to  death,  or  fuffocated. 
The  dreadful  fymptom  of  third  was  now  accompa- 
nied with  a difficulty  of  refpiration,  and  every  indi- 
vidual gafped  for  breath.*  Their  defpair  became 
outrageous : again  they  attempted  to  force  the  door, 
and  provoke  the  guard  to  fire  upon  them  by  execra- 
tion and  abufe.  The  cry  of  Water!  Water!” 
idued  from  every  mouth.  Even  the  Jemmautdaar 
was  moved  to  compaffion  at  their  didrefs.  He  or- 
dered his  foldiers  to  bring  fome  dcins  of  water,  which 
ferved  only  to  enrage  the  appetite,  and  increafe  the 

general 
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general  agitation.  There  was  no  other  way  of  con- 
veying it  through  the  windows  but  by  hats,  and  this 
was  rendered  ineffeaual  by  the  eagernefs  and  tranf- 
ports  of  the  wretched  prifoners,  who  at  fight  of  it 
ftruggled  and  raved  even  into  fits  of  delirium.  In 
confeTpence  of  thefe  contefts,  very  little  reached 
thofe  who  Rood  neareft  the  windows,  while  the  reR, 
at  the  farther  end  of  the  prifon,  were  totally  . excluded 
from  all  relief,  and  continued  calling  upon  their 
friends  for  afliftance,  and  conjuring  them  by  all  the 
tender  ties  of  pity  and  affedtion.  To  thofe  who  were 
indulged,  it  proved  pernicious ; for,  inftead  of  al- 
laying their  thirft,  it  enraged  their  impatience  for 
more.  The  confufion  became  general  and  horrid; 
all  was  clamour  and  conteft  i thofe  who  were  at  a 
diftance  endeavoured  to  force  their  paflage  to  the 
window,  and  the  weak  were  preiTed  down  to  the 
ground,  never  to  rife  again.  The  inhuman  ruffians 
without  derived  entertainment  from  their  mifery : 
they  fupplied  the  prifoners  with  more  water,  and 
held  up  lights  clofe  to  the  bars,  that  they  might 
enjoy  the  inhuman  pleafure  of  feeing  them  fight  for 
the  baneful  indulgence.  Mr.  Holwell  feeing  all  his 
particular  friends  lying  dead  around  him,  and  tram- 
pled upon  by  the  living,  finding  himfelf  wedged  up 
fo  clofe  as  to  be  deprived  of  all  motion,  begged,  as 
the  laft  inftance  of  their  regard,  that  they  would  re- 
move the  prefiure,  and  allow  him  to  retire  from  the 
window,  that  he  might  die  in  quiet.  Even  in  thofe 
dreadful  circumftances,  which  might  , be  fuppofed 
to  have  levelled  all  diftinclion,  the  poor  delirious 
wretches  manifefted  a refpect  for  his  rank  and  cha- 
radter : they  forthwith  gave  way,  and  he  forced  his 
pafiage  into  the  centre  of  the  place,  w'hich  was  not 
crowded  fo  much,  becaufe,  by  this  time,  about 
one-third  of  the  number  had  perifiied,  and  lay  in 
little  compafs  on  the  floor,  while  the  reft  ftill 
crowded  to  both  windows.-  He  retired  to  a platform, 
at  tlie  farther  end  of  the  room,  and  lying  down  upon 

fome 
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o o K feme  of  his  dead  friends,  recommended  his  foiil  to 
III-  heaven.  Here  his  thirft  grew  infiipportable ; his 
difficulty  in  breathing  increafed,  and  he  was  feized 
with  a ftrong  palpitation.  Thefe  violent  fymptoms, 
which  he  could  not  bear,  urged  him  to  make  ano- 
ther effort : he  forced  his  way  back  to  the  window^ 
and  cried  aloud,  ‘‘  Water!  for  God's  fake He 
had  been  fuppofed  already  dead  by  his  wretched 
companions,  but  finding  him  ftill  alive,  they  exhi- 
bited another  extraordinary  proof  of  tendernefs  and 
regard  to  his  perfon : Give  him  water,”  they 

cried ; nor  would  one  of  them  attempt  to  touch  it 
until  he  had  drank.  He  now  breathed  more  freely, 
and  the  palpitation  ceafed  : but  finding  himfelf  ftill 
more  thirfty  after  drinking,  he  abftained  from  v/a- 
ter,  and  moiftened  his  mouth  from  time  to  time, 
by  fucking  the  perfpiration  from  his  fhirt  fleeves  *. 
The  miferable  prifoners,  perceiving  that  water  rather 
aggravated  than  relieved  their  diftrefs,  grew  clamo- 
rous for  air,  and  repeated  their  infults  to  the  guard, 
loading  the  Suba  and  his  Governor  with  the  moft 
virulent  reproach.  From  railing,  they  had  recourfe 
to  prayer,  befeeching  heaven  to  put  an  end  to  their 
mifery.  They  now  began  to  drop  on  all  hands ; 

( but  then  a fleam  arofe  from  the  living,  and  the  dead, 
as  pungent  and  volatile  as  fpirit  of  hartfliorn  j fo 
that  ail  who  could  not  approach  the  windows  were 
fuffocated.  Mr.  Holwell,  being  weary  of  life,  retired 
once  more  to  the  platfoni},  and  ftretched  himfelf  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Jervas  Bellamy,  who,  together  with 
his  fon,  a lieutenant,  lay  dead  in  each  other's  em- 
brace. In  this  fituation  he  was  foon  deprived  of 
fenfe,  and  lay  to  all  appearance  dead  till  day  broke, - 
when  his  body  was  difeovered,  and  removed  by  his 
furviving  friends  to  one  of  the  windows,  where  the 

frelh 

* 111  liis  aerpaii'  of  obtaining  water,  this  unhappy  gentleman  had 
attempted  to  (bink  Ins  own  urine:  but  found  it  iiitolt-rahle  bitter  j 
whereas  the  moifture  that  flowed  from  the  pores  of  his  body  was 
fo4't,  pltalanr,  and  refreflung. 
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frerti  air  revived  him,  and  he  was  reftored  to  his c HA P. 
fight  and  fenfes.  The  Suba,  at  laft,  being  informed 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  prifoners  were  fuffocated, 
enquired  if  the  chief  was  alive ; and  being  anfwered 
in  the  affirmative,  fent  an  order  for  their  imrnediate 
releafe,  when  no  more  than  twenty-three  furvived  of 
an  hundred  and  forty-fix  who  had  entered  alive. 

§ XL.  Nor  was  the  late  deliverance,  even  of  thefe 
few,  owing  to  any  fentiment  of  compaffion  in  the 
Viceroy.  He  had  received  intimation,  that  there 
was  a confiderable  treafure  fecreted  in  the  fort,  and 
that  Mr.  Holwell  knew  the  place  where  it  was  depo- 
fited.  That  gentleman,  who,  with  his  furviving 
companions,  had  been  feized  with  a putrid  fever, 
immediately  upon  their  releafe,  was  dragged  in  that 
condition  before  the  inhuman  Suba,  who  queftioned 
him  about  the  treafure,  which  exifted  no  where  but 
in  his  own  imagination  ; and  would  give  no  credit 
to  his  proteftations,  when  he  folemnly  declared  he 
knew  of  no  fuch  depofit.  Mr.  Holwell  and  three 
of  his  friends  were  loaded  with  fetters,  and  conveyed 
three  miles  to  the  Indian  camp,  where  they  lay  all 
night,  expofed  to  a fevere  rain  : next  morning  they 
were  brought  back  to  town,  ftill  manacled,  under 
the  fcorching  beams  of  a fun  intenfely  hot;  and 
muft  infallibly  have  expired,  had  not  nature  expelled 
the  fever  in  large  painful  boils,  that  covered  almoft 
the  whole  body.  In  this  piteous  condition  they 
were  embarked  in  an  open  boat  for  Muxadavad, 
the  capital  of  Bengal,  and  underw^ent  fuch  cruel 
treatment  and  mifery  in  their  paffage,  as  would 
fhock  the  humane  reader,  fhould  he  perufe  the  par- 
ticulars. At  Muxadavad  they  were  led  through 
the  city  in  chains,  as  a fpedlacle  to  the  inhabitants, 
lodged  in  an  open  liable,  and  treated  for  fome  days 
as  the  word  of  criminals.  At  length,  the  Suba’s 
grandmother  interpofed  her  mediation  in  their  be- 
half; and  as  that  Prince  was  by  this  time  convinced, 
that  there  was  no  treafure  concealed  at  Calcutta,  he 

ordered 
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BOOK  ordered  them  to  be  fet  at  liberty.  When  fome 

^ , of  his  fycophants  oppofed  this  indulgence,  repre- 

1756.  fenting  that  Mr.  Hoiwell  had  ftiil  enough  left  to 
pay  a confiderable  ranfom,  he  replied  with  fome 
marks  of  compun6lion  and  generofity,  If  he  has 
‘‘  any  thing  left,  let  him  keep  it : his  fufferings 
“ have  been  great : he  fhall  have  his  liberty.”  Mr. 
Holweli  and  his  friends  were  no  fooner  unfettered, 
than  they  took. water  for  the  Dutch  Tankfall  or  mint, 
in  tlie  neighbourhood  of  the  city,  w'here  they  were 
received  w’ith  great  tcndernefs  and  humanity.  The 
reader,  we  hope,  will  excufe  us  for  having  thus  par- 
ticularifed  a tranfaftion  fo  intercfting  and  extraor- 
dinary in  all  its  circumftances.  The  Suba  having 
deftroyed  Calcutta,  and  difperfed  the  inhabitants, 
extorted  large  fums  from  the  French  and  Dutch 
fadtories,  that  he  might  difplay  a fpirit  of  impar- 
tiality againft  all  the  Europeans,  even  in  his  oppref- 
fion,  and  returned  to  his  city  of  Muxadavad  in  tri- 
umph. By  the  redudlion  of  Calcutta,  the  Englilh 
Eaft-India  company’s  affairs  were  fo  much  em.- 
broiled  in  that  part  of  the  world,  that  perhaps  nothing 
could  have  retrieved  them  but  the  interpofition  of  a 
nadonak  force,  and  the  good  fortune  of  a Clive, 
whofe  enterprizes  were  always  crowned  with  fuccefs. 

§ XLI.  As  the  Englifli  Eaff-India  company  had, 
for  a whole  century,  been  at  a confiderable  cxpence 
in  maintaining  a marine  force  at  Bombay,  to  pro- 
tect their  ffips  from  the  piracies  of  the  Angrias,  who 
had  rendered  themfelves  independent  Princes,  and 
fortified  Geriah  in  that  neighbourhood  ; many  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts  had  been  made  to  deftroy  their 
naval  power,  and  reduce  the  fortrefs,  under  wLich 
they  alw'ays  took  fhelter.  In  the  year  one  thouland 
feven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  the  fleet  of  Tullagee 
Angria,  the  reigning  Prince,  attacked  three  Dutch 
Blips  of  force,  w'hich  they  either  took  or  deftroyed. 
Elated  with  this  fuccefs,  be  boafled  that  he  fliould 
in  a little  time  fweep  the  feas  of  the  Europeans,  and 

began 


GEORGE  It. 

began  to  build  fome  large  fliips,  to  reinforce  liis  c 
grabs  and  gallivats,  which  were  the  veflels  on  which  ^ 
he  had  formerly  depended.  Next  year  his  neigh- 
bours>  the  Mahrattas,  having  fignified  to  the  pre- 
fidency  at  Bombay,  that  they  were  difpofed  to  join 
in  the  neceflary  fervice  of  humbling  this  common 
enemy,  fo  formidable  to  the  whole  Malabar  coaft. 
Commodore  James  was  detached  with  fome  fhips  of 
force  to  attack  Angria,  in  eonjundion  with  thofe 
allies.  They  accordingly  joined  him  with  feven 
grabs  and  fixty  gallivats.  They  proceeded  to  the 
harbour  of  Severndroog,  where  Angria’s  fleet  lay  at 
anchor  : but  they  no  fooner  received  intelligence  of 
his  approach,  than  they  flipped  their  cables,  and 
Hood  out  to  fea.  He  chafed  them  with  all  the  can- 
vafs  he  could  carry ; but  their  vefTels  being  lighter 
than  his,  they  efcaped  ; and  he  returned  to  Severn- 
droog, which  is  a fortrefs  fltuated  on  an  ifland  within 
mulket"  !hot  of  the  main  land,  fhrongly,  but  irregu- 
larly fortified,  and  mounted  with  fifty-four  pieces  of 
- cannon.  I'here  were  three  other  fmall  forts  on  the 
continent,  the  largefl;  of  which  was  called  Goa.  On 
the  fecond  day  of  April,  the  Commodore  began  to 
batter  and  bombard  the  ifland,  fort,  and  fort  Goa, 
at  the  fame  time.  That  of  Severndroog  was  fet  on 
fire  j one  of  the  magazines  blew  up  ; a general  con- 
flagration enfued : the  garrifon  were  overwhelmed 
with  fire  and  confuflon ; the  Englifh  feamen  landed 
under  cover  of  the  fire  from  the  fliips,  and  took  the 
place  by  ftorm  with  very  little  lofs.  The  other 
forts  were  immediately  furrendered,  and  all  of  thefe, 
by  treaty,  delivered  to  the  Mahrattas.  On  the  eighth 
of  April,  the  Commodore  anchored  off  Bancote, 
now  called  Fort  Vidoria,  one  of  the  mofl  northern 
parts  of  Angria’s  dominions,  which  furrendered 
without  oppofition,  and  flill  remains  in  the  hands  of 
the  Englifh  Eafl-India  company,  by  the  confent  of 
the  Mahrattas.  The  harbour  is  good,  and  here  is 
VoL.  IIL  N n a meat 
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B o o K a great  trade  for  fait  and  other  commodities  fent 
hither  from  Bombay. 

§ XLII.  It  was  in  November  following,  that  the 
fquadron  under  Admiral  Watfon  arrived  at  Bombay, 
where  it  was  refolved  to  give  Angria  the  finifhing 
ftroke,  fiill  in  conjundion  with  the  Mahrattas.  Mean 
while  Commodore  James  was  fent  to  reconnoitre 
Geriah,  the  capital  of  his  dominions,  and  to  found 
the  depth  of  the  harbour ; a fervice  which  he  fuc- 
cefsfully  performed.  The  Admiral,  being  joined  by 
/ a divifion  of  Ihips,  fitted  out  at  the  Company’s 
expence,  having  on  board  a body  of  troops  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Clive,  failed  on  the  feventh  day 
of  February,  and  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Geriah  the  Mahratta  fleet,  confifling  of  four  grabs, 
and  forty  fmaller  vefiels,  called  gallivats,  lying  to  the 
northward  of  the  place,  in  a creek  called  Rajiporej 
and  a land- army  of  horfe  and  foot,  amounting  to 
feven  or  eight  thoufand  men,  the  whole  commanded 
by  Rhamagee  Punt,  who  had  already  taken  one 
fmall  fort,  and  was  adlually  treating  about  the  fur- 
render  of  Geriah.  Angria  himfelf  had  quitted  the 
place,  but  his  wife  and  family  remained  under  the 
proteclion  of  his  brother-in-law ; who,  being  fum- 
moned  to  furrender  by  a mefiage  from  the  Admiral, 
replied,  that  he  would  defend  the  place  to  the  laft 
'extremity,.  In  confequence  of  this  refiifal  the  whole 
Englifli  fleet,  in  two  divifions,  failed  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  .February  into  the  harbour,  and  fuftained  a 
warm  fire  from  the  enemy’s  batteries  as  they  pafled, 
as  well  as  from  the  grabs  polled  in  the  harbour  for 
that  purpofe : this,  however,  was  foon  filenced  after 
the  fliips  were  brought  to  their  Rations,  fo  as  to  re- 
turn the  fiilutation.  Between  the  hours  of  four  and- 
five  in  the  afternoon,  a fhell  being  thrown  into  one 
of  Angria’s  armed  veffels,  fet  her  on  fire ; and  the 
flames  communicating  to  the  reft,  they  were  all  de-‘ 
ftroyed : between  fix  and  feven  the  fort  was  fet  on- 
fire  by  another  fhell  3 and  foon  after  the  fuing  ceafed 
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on  both  fides.  The  Admiral,  fufpefting  that  the  C h a p. 
Governor  of  the  place  would  furrender  it  to  the  , ^ ^ 

Mahrattas  rather  than  to  the  Englifh,  difembarked 
all  the  troops  under  Mr.  Clive,  that  he  might  be 
at  hand,  in  cafe  of  emergency,  to  take  poiTefTion. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fort  was  bombarded  j the  line 
of  battle  Ihips  were  warped  near  enough  to  batter  in 
breach  ; and  then  the  Admiral  fent  an  officer,^  with 
a flag  of  truce  to  the  Governor,  requiring  him  to 
furrender.  His  propofal  being  again  rejected,  the 
Englifh  fhips  renewed  their  fire  next  day  with  re- 
doubled vigour.  About  one  o’clock  the  magazine 
of  the  fort  blew  up,  and  at  four  the  garrifon  hung 
out  a white  flag  for  capitulation.  The  parley  that 
enfued  proving  ineffeftual,  the  engagement  began 
again,  and  continued  till  fifteen  minutes  after  five : 
when  the  white  flag  was  again  difplayed,  and  now 
the  Governor  fubmitted  to  the  terms  which  were  im- 
pofed.  Angria’s  flag  was  immediately  hauled  down ; 
and  two  Englifh  Captains  taking  pofTeflion  of  the 
fbrr  with  a detachment,  forthwith  hoifled  the  Britilh 
cnfign.  To  thefe  Captains,  whofe  names  were 
Buchannan  and  Forbes,  the  Mahrattas  offered  a 
bribe  of  fifty  thoufand  rupees,  if  they  would  allow 
them  to  pafs  their  guard,  that  they  might  take  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fort  for  themfelves ; but  this  offer  was 
rejedted  with  difdain,  and  immediately  difciofed  to 
Colonel  Clive,  who  took  effeftual  meafures  to  fru- 
flrate  their  defign.  In  this  place,  which  was  reduced 
with  very  inconfiderable  lofs,  the  conquerors  found 
above  two  hundred  cannon,  fix  brafs  mortars,  a 
large  quantity  of  ammunition,  with  money  and 
effedts  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
fand pounds.  The  fleet  which  was  deftroyed  con- 
fifted  of  eight  grabs,  one  fliip  finiflied,  two  upon 
the  flocks,  and  a good  number  of  gallivats.  Among 
the  prifoners,  the  Admiral  found  Angria’s  wife, 
<:hildren,  and  mother,  towards  whom  he  demeaned 
himfelf  with  great  humanity.  Three  hundred  Eu- 
ropean 
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ropean  foldiers,  and  as  many  feapoys,  were  left  ta 
guard  the  fort;  and  four  of  the  Company’s  armed 
veffels  remained  in^the  harbour  for  the  defence  of 
the  place,  which  was  extremely  well  fituated  for 
commerce  *. 

XLIII.  The  Admiral  and  Mr.  Clive  failed  back 
to  Madras  in  triumph,  and  there  another  plan  was 
formed  for  reftoring  the  Company’s  affairs  upon  the 
Ganges,  recovering  Calcutta,  and  taking  vengeance 
on  the  cruel  viceroy  of  Bengal.  In  O6lober  they 
fet  fail  again  for  the  bottom  of  the  Bay ; and  about 
the  beginning  of  December  arrived  at  Balafore,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Bengal.  Having  croffed  the  Braces, 
they  proceeded  up  the  river  Ganges  as  far  as  Falta, 
where  they  found  Governor  Drake,  and  the  other 
perfons  who  had  efcaped  on  board  of  the  fhips  when 
Calcutta  was  invefled.  Colonel  Clive  was  difem- 
barked  with  his  forces  to  attack  the  fort  of  Bufbudgia 
by  land,  while  the  Admiral  battered  it  by  fea : but 
the  place  being  ill  provided  with  cannon,  did  not 
hold  out  above  an  hour  after  the  firing  began.  This 
conqueft  being  atchieved  at  a very  eafy  purchafe,  two 
of  the  great  fhips  anchored  between  Tanny  fort  and 
,a  battery  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  which  were 
abandoned  before  one  fhot  was  difcharged  againft 
either;  thus  the  paffage  was  laid  open  to  Calcutta, 
the  reduction  of  which  we  fliall  record  among  the 
tranfaftions  of  the  enfuing  year. 


* When  tlie  Admiral  entered  their  apartment,  the  whole  family 
fliedding  floods  of  tears  fell  with  their  faces  to  the  ground  ; from 
which  being  raiftd,  the  mother  of  Angria  told  him,  in  a piteous 
tone,  the  people  had  no  king,  flte  no  Ion,  her  daughter  no  hufband, 
their  children  no  father.  I he  Admiral  replying,  “ they  mult  look 
upon  him  as  their  father  and  their  friend  riie  youngeft  boy,  about 
fix  years  of  age,  feifed  him  by  the  hand,  and  lobbing  exclaimed, 
“ then  you  fliall  be  my  father.”  Mr.  Watfon  was  fo  affefted  with 
this  pathetic  addref's,  that  the  tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks,  \vhil« 
he  affuied  them  they  might  depend  upon  his  piote£lion  and 
friendfltip. 
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